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GENERAL W. T. SHERMAK 

TO HIS COMRADES IN ARMS, 

VOLUNTEEaS AND E£GULAKS. 



PBEFACE TO THE FOUBTfl EDITION. 



The present edition of the MsmoibsovGbnbbal Sbbbkax 
«ontamB the fall text of the original work asreyiaed and 

'Corrected hj the General himsell 

A brief concluding chapter lias beeen compiled and added 
"by the express request of the publishers, Messrs. Charles 
Ij. Webster & Go,, completing an account of the life of the 
General and touching upon his last illness, death, and 
foneraL 

The family of General Sherm.ui arc responsible to the 
public for the accuracy of this chapter, the compilers haying 
had lull access to all his letter-books and records. They 
have submitted this chapter to the Honorable James G. 
Blaine for correction and suggestion, and Mr. Blaine, hay- 
ing made a careful revision and su«;gested some emenda- 
tions, has consented, at their request, to add, by way of 
appendix, a persoual tribute to General Sherman and a 
critique of the Memoirs. 
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GENEEAL WILLIAM T. SHERMAN. 



CHAPTEE I. 

WHOM 1820 TO THE MEXIC^iN WAB. 

1890-1846. 

AooQBDDTG to CothieD, in Mb ^ History of Andent Wood- 
biny, Ooniiectien V the Sherroan family came from Dedham, 
Eaeez Ooaiily, England. The fint recorded name is of Edmond 
Sherman, ^th his three sons, Edmond, Samnel, and John, who 
were at Boston hef ore 1886 ; and further it is distinctly recorded 
that Hon. Samnel Sherman, Bev. John, his brother, and Captain 
John, his first cousin, arrived from Bedham, Essex County, 
England, in 1684. Samuel afterward married Sarah Mitchell, 
who had come (in the same ship) from England, and finally set- 
tied at Stratford, Connecticut. The other two (Johns) located 
at Watertown, Massachusetts. 

From Captain John Sherman are descended Boger Sherman, 
the signer of the Declaration of Independence, Hon. William 
M. Evarts, the Messrs. Hoar, of Massachusetts, and many others 
of national fame. Onr own family are descended from the 
Hon. Samnel Sherman and his son, the Rev. John, who was 
bom in 1650-'51; then another Jolin, born in 16S7; then 
Judge Daniel, born in 17-1 ; tlu n Taylor Sliprmaii, onr <j:rand- 
fatlier, wlio was horn in 1758. Taylor Sliennan was a lawyer 
and judge in Korwaik, Connecticut, where he resided until his 
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death, May 4, 1815 ; leaTing a widow, Betsej Stoddard Sher- 
man, and three children, Charles H. (our father), Daniel, and 
Betsej. 

When the State of Connecticut, in ITSP), ceded to the United 
States her claim to the wettern part of her jniblic domain, as de- 
fined by lier Koyal Cliarter, she reserved a large district in wliat 
is now northern Ohio, a portion of which (five hundred tiiou- 
sand acres) composed the " Fire-Land District," which was set 
apart to indeninify the parties who had lost property in Con- 
necticut by the raids of Generals Ariu)ld, Tryou, and others dur- 
ing the latter part of the Kcvolutidiiarv War. 

Our grandfather, Judge Taylor Sherman, was one of the 
commissioners appointed l)y the State of Connecticut to (piiet 
the Indian title, and to survey and sulxlivide this Fire-Land 
District, which includes the present counties of Huron and Erie, 
In his capacity as commissioner he made several trips to Ohio 
in the early part of this century, and it is supposed that he then 
contracted the disease which proved fatid. For his labor and 
losses he received a title to two sections of land, which fact was 
probably the prime cause of the migration of our family to the 
West. My father received a good education, and was admitted 
to the bar at Norwalk, Connecticut, where, !n 1810, he, at 
twenty years of age, married Mary Hoyt, also of Norwalk, and 
at once migrated to Ohio, leaving his wife (my mother) for a. 
time. His first purpose was to settle at Zanesville, Ohio, bat he 
finally cliose Lancaster, Fairfield County, where he at once en- 
gaged in the practice of his piofeasion. In 1811 he returned to 
Korwalk, where, meantime, was born Charles Taylor Sherman, 
the eldest of the family, who with his mother was carried to 
Ohio on horaeback. 

Jndge Taylor Sherman's family remained in Korwalk till 
1815, when his death led to the emigration of the remainder 
of the family, yiz^ of Unde Daniel Sherman, who settled at 
Monroeville^ Ohio, as a farmer, where he lived and died quite 
recently, leaving children and grandchildrea ; and an annt, 
Betaey, who manied Judge Parker, of Muisfield, and died 
in 1851, leaviiig Qbildren and grandchildien; also Orandmother 
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Elizabeth Stoddard Sherman, who resided with iier daughter, 
Mrs. Betsey Parker, in Mansfield until her death, August 1, 1848. 

Thus my father, Charles £. Sherman, became tioally estab- 
liahed at Lancaster, Ohio, as a lawyer, with his own family in 
the year ISll^ and continued there till the time of his death, in 
1829. I have no doubt that he was in the first instance attracted 
to Lancaster by the natural beanty of its scenery, and the cbarma 
of its already established society. He oontinaed in the practice 
of his profession, whieh in those days was no sineenre, for the 
oidinaiy dtcnit was made on horseback, and embraced Marietta, 
Cincinnati, and Detroit Hardly was the family established 
there when the War of 1813 cansed great alarm and distress in 
all Ohio* The English captured Detroit and the shores of Lake 
Erie down to the Hanmee Biver; while the Indians still occo^ 
pied the greater part of the State, Nearly every man had to be 
somewhat of a soldier, bnt I think my fiither was only a com- 
missaiy; still, he seems to have can^t a &ncy for the great 
chief of the Shawnees, ^^Tecnmseh." 

Perr^ 's victory on Lake Erie was the tnming-point of the 
Western campaign, and General Harrison's victory over the 
British and Indians at the river Thames in Canada ended the 
war in the West, and restored peace and tranqnillity to the ez- 
poeed settlers of Ohio. My father at once resumed his practice 
at the bar, and was soon recognized as an able and successful 
lawyer. When, in 1816, my brother James was bom, he in- 
sisted on en<^ratnng the Indian name "Tecumseh" on the usual 
family list. My mother had alrciuly tuiiirmI her first son after 
her own brother Charles / and insisted on tlie second son takin*:^ 
the name of her other brotlior James, and when I came alonfj, 
on the 8th of February, 1820, mother havin<j^ no more hrutheit?, 
my fatlier succeeded in his original purpose, and named me 
William Te^^nmsrh. 

The family ra|)id]y increased till it embraced six boys and 
five girls, all of wliom attained maturity and married; of these 
six are still livin":. 

In the year 1821 a vacancy occurred in the Supreme Court 
of Ohio, and I find this petition: 
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IS FROM im 10 XH£ MEXIOAN WAR. £18aO-'46L 

6oM£BaBT, Ohio, Jul^ 6, 188L 

May it pltcue your Excellency : 

We aak leave to recommend to your Excellency's favorable notice 
Charles R. Sherman, Esq., of Lancaater, as a man possessing in an i iniuent 
degree those qualifications so much to be desired in a Judge of the Supreme 
Ooart 

Vnm a long aoqnaintanM with Mr. Sbermao, ve are faappjto be able to 
etate to yonr Exoellenoy tbat oor minds are led to the oonoliuion that tbat 
gentleman possesses a disposition noble and generouK a mind discriniiQafeini^ 

<5omprchensiv(>, and coinbininfr a licart pure, benevolent and humane. 
Manners (1i;:niiie(], mild, and complaisant, and a firmness not to be shaken 
and of unquestioned integrity. 

But Mr. Sherman's character cannot be onlmowtt.to your Escellenoy, 
and on that aoqnaintanee withont farther eonunent we migbt aafdj rest Ida 
pretenriona. 

We think we hazard little in assaring jour Excellency that his appoint- 
ment would give almost universal satisfaotion to the citizens of Ferrj 

County. 

With great consideration, we have the honor to be 

Your Exccileucy's most obedient humble servantSi 

OeaBLia IL, Hoon^ 
Gnonon Tanaiv 
Pktbb DixtoI| 

P. Or)i.ix, 
J. B. OKTaw, 
T. BECKwrrn, 
William P. noKSI^ 
John Mukuay, 
Jaoon Mom, 
B. Eaton, 
DAHnLGmoMi 
Hbkbt Dittoe, 
UTicnoLAs McOabtt. 

His Excellency Ethan A. Brown, 
Governor of Ohio^ Columbu*. 

He wafl soon after appointed a Jud^e of the Supreme Court, 
and served in that capacity to tlie day of liis death. 

My memory extends back to al)ont 1827, ami 1 recall him, 
returnint; home on horscl)ack, when all the boys used to run 
and contend for the privilege of riding hi> liorse from the 
front door back to the stable. Ou oue occasion, I was the iirst) 
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and 1>eiDg mounted rode to the stable; but <<01d Dick'* was im- 
patient becanae the stable-door waa not opened promptly, bo he 
started for the bam of our neighbor Mr. King ; there, also, no 
one was in waiting to open the gate, and, after a reasonable time, 
" Dick" started back for home somewhat in a hurry, and threw 
me among a pile of stones, in front of preacher Wright's house, 
where I wa.^ picked up apparently a dead boy ; ljut my time was 
not yet, and 1 recovered, thougli the scars remain to this day. 

The vear 1829 wa» a i^ad one to our familv. We were then 
ten children, niv eldest brother Charles absent at tlje State Uni- 
versity, Athens, Ohio; niy next brother, James, in a store at ("in- 
cinnati ; and tlie rest were at home, at seliool. Father was away 
on the circuit. One day Jane Sturgeon came to the school, 
called us out, and when we readied home all was lamentation: 
news had come that father was ill unto death, at Tvcbanon, a 
hundred miles away. Mother started at once, by coach, but met 
the news of his death about Washington, and returned home. 
He had ridden on horseback from Cincinnati to Lebanon to hold 
court, during a hot day in June. On the next day he took his 
seat on the bench, opened court in the forenoon, but in the after- 
noon, after recess, was seized with a severe chill and had to ad- 
journ the court. The best medical aid wjis called in^ and for 
three daja with apparent snccefiB, but the fever then assamed a 
more dangenms type, and he gradually yielded to it, dying on 
the sixth day, viz., June 24, 1829. 

My brother James had been summoned from Cincinnati, and 
was present at his bedside, as was also Henry Stoddard, Esq., of 
Dayton, Ohio, oar cousin. Mr. Stoddard once told me that the 
cause of my father's death was cliolera ; but at that time, 1829, 
* there was no Asiatic cholera in the United States, and the family 
attributed his death to expoeore to the hot son of June, and a 
eonseqnent ferer, typhoid.'* 

From the resolutions of the bench, bar, and public generally^ 
BOW in my possession, his death was imiversally deplored; more 
especially by his neighbors in Lancaster, and by the Society of ' 
Freemasons^ of which he was the High-Priest of Arch Chapter 
Kail. 
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His death left the family vety poor, but fnenda roee np with 
proffj^ of generous care and aasiBtance ; for all the n^hboit 
imew that mother conld not maintain so large a funily without 
help. My eldest brother, Charles, had nearly completed his edii> 
eation at the nniyersity at Athens, and conclnded to go to his 
nnde, Judge Parker, at Ifansfield, Ohio, to stndy kw. My 
eldest sister, Elizabeth, soon after married William J. Beese, Esq. ; 
James was already in a store at Cincinnati ; and, with the ezcei^ 
tion of the three youngest children, the rest of ns were scattered. 
I fell to the charge of the Hon. Thomas Ewing, who took me to 
his family, and ever after treated me as his own son. 

I oontinned at the Academy in Lancaster, which was the 
best in the place; indeed, as good a school as any in Ohia 
We studied all the common bnmches of knowledge, including 
Xatin, Greek, and French. At first the school was kept by Mr. 
Parsons; he was succeeded by Mr. Brown, and he by two 
brothers, Samuel and Mark How. These were all excellent 
teachers, and we made good progress, first at the old academy 
and afterward at a new wliool-house, built by Samuel IIow, in 
the orchard of Hugh Boyle, Esq. 

Time parsed with us as with boys generally. Mr. Ewing 
was in the United States Senate, and I was notified to prepare 
for West Point, of wliieh institution we had little knowledge, 
€xcept that it was very strict, and that the army was its natural 
consequence. In 1834 I was large for my age, and the construc- 
tion of canals was the rage in Ohio. A canal was projected to 
connect with the great Ohio Canal at Carroll (eight mil^ above 
Lancaster), down the valley of the Hock Hocking to Athens 
{forty-four miles), and thence to the Ohio River by slack water. 

Preacher Carpenter, of Lancaster, was appointed to make the 
preliminary surveys, and selected the necessary working party 
out of the boys of the town. From our school were chosen 

"Wilson, Emanuel Geisy, William King, and myself. 

Geisv and I were the rod-men. AVe worked durinr' that fall 
and next spring, marking two experimental lines, and for our 
work we each received a silver half-dollar for each day's actual 
workj the first money any of us had ever earned. 
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In June, 1885, one of onr achool-fdlowB, Willuun Irvin, wu 
appointed a cadet to West Point, and, as it required sizteen yean 
of age for admisBion, I had to wait another year. During the 
antamn of 1835 and spring of 1886 1 devoted myself diiefly to 
mathematies and French, which were known to he the chief 
lequiBitea for admisBion to Weet Point. 

Some time in the spring of 1836 I received throtigh Mr. 
Ewing, then at Washington, from the Secretary of War, Mr, 
Poinsett, the letter of appointment as a cadet, with a list of the 
articles of clcthiiiii^ neeessarv to be taken along, all of which 
were liberally provided by Mrs. Ewing; and with orders to 
report to Mr. Ewing, at Washington by a certain date, I left 
Lancjistcr about the 20th of May in the stage-coach for Zanes- 
ville. There we transferred to the coaches of the Great Na- 
tional Road, the higliway of travel from the West to the East. 
The stages generally travelled in gangs of from one to six 
coaches, each drawn by four good horses, carrying nine pas- 
sengers inside and three or four outtside. 

In about three days, travelling day and night, we reached 
Frederick, Maryland. There we were told that we could take 
rail-cars to Baltimore, and thence to Washington ; but there 
was also a two-horse hack ready to start for Washington direct, 
Not having full faith in the novel and dangerous railroad, I 
stuck to the coach, and in the night reached Ghtdsbj's Hotel in 
Washington Citv. 

The next morning I hunted up Mr. Ewing, and ft>und 
him boarding with a mess of Senators at Mrs. Hill's, comer of 
Third and C Streets, and transferred my tnmk to the same 
place. I spent a week in Washington, and think I saw more 
of the phuse in that time than I ever have since in the many 
years of reaidence there. Qeneral Jackson was President, and 
was at the zenith of his fame. I recall hooking at him a full 
hour, one morning, through the wood railing on Pennsylvania 
Avenue, as he paced up and down the gravel walk on the north 
front of the White House. He wore a cap and an overcoat so 
fall that his form seemed smaller than I had expected. I also 
veeall the appearance of Postmaster-General Amos Kendall, of 
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Vice-President Van Bnren, Measra. CSalhomiy Wehatee^ Olaj^ 
Oaee, Silas Wright, etc. ' 

Li due time I took my departure for West Point with Cadets ' 
Belt and Broiiaiigh. These were appointed cadets as from Ohio, 
although neither had ever seen that State. But in those days 
there were fewer applicants Ohio than now, and near the 
dose of Ihe term the vacandeB unasked for were usually filled 
from applicants on the spot Keither of these parties, however^ 
graduated, so the State of Ohio lost nothing. We went to Bal- 
timore by rail, there took a boat up to Havre de Grace, then the 
rail to Wilmington, Delaware^ and up the DeUware in a boat to 
Phihidelphia. I staid over in Philadelphia one day at the old 
Mansion House, to visit the family of my brothcMn-law, Mr. 
Beese. I found his father a fine sample of the old merchant 
gentleman, in a good house in Arch Street, with his accom- 
plished daughters, who had been to Ohio, and whom I had seen 
there. From Philadelphia we took boat to Bordentown, rail to 
Amboy, and boat again to New York City, Btopping at the 
American Hotel, I staid a week in New York City, visiting' 
my Tiiiclc, Charles Hoyt, at his bcantifiil place on Brooklyn 
Heights, and niy uncle James, thtii living in White Street. 
My friend "William Scott was there, the young husband of ray 
cousin, Louise Iloyt ; a neatly-dressed young fellow, who looked 
on me as an untamed animal just caught in the far West — " tit 
food fur gunpowder," and good for nothing else. 

About June 12th I em])arked in the steamer Cornelius Yan- 
derbilt for West Point ; registered in the oftice of Lieuten- 
ant C. F. Smith, Adjutant of the ^rilitarv Academy, as a new 
cadet of the class of 1836, and at once became installed as the 
"plebe'' of my fellow-townsman, William Ir?in, then entering 
his Third Class. 

Colonel R. E. De Russy was Superintendent; ^fajor Tohrw 
Fowle, Sixth United States Infuntrj^ Commandant. The prin- 
cipal Professors were : Mahan, Engineering ; Bartlett, Natural 
Philosophy; Bailey, Chemi^;try; Church, Mathematics; Weir, 
Drawing; and Berard, French. 

The routine of militaiy training and of instraction was then 
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fully established, and has remained almost the same ever since. 
To give a mere outline would swell tiiis to an inconvenient size, 
and I therefore merely state that I went through the regular 
course of four years, graduating in June, 1S40, number six in a 
class of forty-three. These forty-three were all that remained 
of more than one Imndred which originally constituted the class. 
At the Academy I was not considered a guod soldier, for at no 
time was I selected for any office, but remained a })rivate through- 
out the whole four years. Then, as now, neatness in dress and 
form, with a strict conformity to the rules, were the qualifica- 
tions re(iuired for office, and I suppose I was found not to excel 
in any of these. In studies I always held a respectable reputa- 
tion with the professors, and generally ranked among the best, 
especially in drawing, chemistry, mathematics, and natural phi- 
losophy. My average demerits, per annum, were about one hun- 
dred and fifty, which redaoed my final class standing from nam> 
ber four to six. 

In June, 1840, after the final examination, the class gradik 
ated and we received cor diplomas. Meantime, Major Dela- 
field, United States Engineers, had become Superintendent; 
Major 0. F. Smith, Commandant of Cadets ; but the corps of 
professors and aaeistaDtB remained almost unchanged during 
onr whole term. We were all granted the usual fnrlongh of 
three months, and parted for our homes, there to await assign- 
ment to onr Tespeetive corps and regiments. In dne season I 
was appointed and commissioned seoond-lientenant, Third Ar- 
tillery, and ordered to report at Oovemoi^s Island, New York 
Harbor, at the end of September. I spent my fnrlongh mostly 
at Lancaster and Mansfield, Ohio ; toward the close of Septem- 
ber returned to New York, reported to Major Justin Dimock, 
OMnmanding the reemiting rendezrona at Governor's Island, and 
was assigned to command a company of recmits preparing ror 
service in Florida. Early in October this company was detailed, 
as one of four, to embark in a sailing^yessel for Savannah, Georgia, 
under command of Captain and Brevet Major Penrose. We em« 
balked and sailed, readiing Savannah about the middle of Octo* 
ber, where we tnmgferred to a small steamer and prooeeded by 
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the inland route to St. AugOBtine, Florida. We reached St Ao* 
gu8tine at the same time with the Eighth Infantrj, commanded 
by Colonel and Brevet Brigadier-General William J. Worth. At 

that time General 2^chary Taylor was in chief command in Flor- 
ida, aiul liad Ills lieadqnarters at Tampa Bay. My regiment, the 
Third Artillery, occupied tlie posts along the Atlantic coast of 
Florida, from 8t. Augustine south to Key Biscayne, and my 
own coiiij)aiiy. A, was at Fort Pierce, Indian River. At St. 
Augustine I was detached from the conijiany of recruits, which 
was designed for the Second Infantry, and was ordered to join 
my proper company at Fort Pierce. Colonel AVilliam Gates 
commanded the regiment, with Lieutenant William Austino 
Brown as adjutant of the regiment. Lieutenant Bragg com- 
manded the post of St, Augustine with his own company, 
and G (Garner's), then commanded by Lieutenant Judd. In a 
few days I embarked in the little steamer Williatn Gaston down 
the coast, stopping one day at New Smynia, held by Juhn R. 
Vinton's company (B), with which was serving Lieutenant Will- 
iam H. Shover. 

In due season we arrived oil the bar of Indian Kivcr and 
anchored. A whale-boat came off with a crew of four men, 
steered by a character of some note, known as the Pilot Ash- 
lock, I transferred self and baggage to this boat, and, with 
the mails, was carried through the surf over the bar, into the 
mouth of Indian Eivcr Inlet. It was thea dark ; we traoB- 
ferred to a Bmaller boat, and the same crew pulled us up 
through a channel in the middle of Mangrove Islands, the 
roosting-place of thousands of pelicans and birds that rose in 
clouds and circled abOTB our heads. The water below was 
alive with fish, whose course through it could be seen by the 
phosphoric wake; and Ashlock t<>] 1 me many a tale of the In- 
dian war then in progress, and of his adventures in hunting and 
fishing, which he described as the best in the world. About 
two miles from the bar, we emei^ged into the lagoon, a broad 
expanse of shallow water that lies parallel with the coast, sepa- 
rated from it by a narrow strip of sand, backed by a oontinnons 
aeries of Islands and promontories, covered with a dense growth 
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of mangrove and saw-paliiietto. Pulling across tliis lagoon, it 
about three more miles we approached the lii^htsof Fort I'ierce. 
Reacbing a small wharf, we landed, and were met bj the officers 
of the post, Lieutenants George Taylor and Edward J. Steptoe, 
and Assistant-Surgeou James Simons. Taking the mail-bag, 
we walked up a steep B9nd-blnf[ on w Inch the fort was situated, 
and acro6B Uie parade-ground to the officers' quarters. These 
were six or seven log-hooses, thatched with palmetto-leaves, 
built OD high posts, with a porch in front, facing the water. 
The men's quarters were also of logs forming the two sides of 
It rectangle, open toward the water; the intervals and flanks 
were closed with log stockades. I was assigned to one of these 
Tooms, and at once began service with my oomponj, A, thei 
commanded bj Lieutenant Taylor. 

The season was hardly yet come for active operations against 
the Indians, so that the officers were naturally attracted to Ash- 
lock, who was the best fisherman I ever saw. He soon initiated 
ns into tiie mysteries of shark-spearing, trolling for red-fish, and 
taking the aheepVhead and mnUet These abounded so that we 
eoold at any time catch an unlimited quantity at pleasure. The 
eompanies also owned nets for catching green turtles. These 
nets had meshes about a foot square, were set across oihannels in 
the lagoon, the ends secured to stakes driven into the mud, the 
tower line sunk witli lead or stone weights and the upper line 
floated with oox^ We usually visited these nets twice a day, 
and found from one to six green turtles entangled in the meshes. 
Disengaging them, they were carried to pens, made with stakes 
'Stuck in the mud, where they were fed with mangrove-leaves, 
and our cooks had at all times an ample supply of the best of 
green turtles. They were so cheap and common that the soldiers 
regarded it as an imposition when compelled to eat green turtle 
fiteaks, instead of poor Florida beef, or the usual barrelled mess- 
pork. I do not recall in my whole experience a spot on earth 
where fish, oysters, and green turtles so abound as at Fort Pierce, 
Honda. 

In November, Major Childs arrived with Lieutenant Van 
Vliet and a detachment of recruits to fill our two companies, 
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and preparations were at once begun for active operations in 
the field. At that time the Indians in the Peninsula of Florida 
were scattered, and the war consisted in hunting up and secur- 
ing the small fraLrmonts, to be sent to join the others of their 
tribe of Serainoles already t't:ta])lished in the Indian Terri- 
tory west of Arkansas. Our expeditions wore mostly made in 
boats in the lagoons extending from the Plaul-over," near 
two hundred miles above the fort, down to Jupiter Inlet, 
about fifty miles below, and in the many streams which emptied 
therein. Many such expeditions were made during that win- 
ter, with more or less success, in which we succeeded in pick- 
ing up small parties of men, women, and children. On one 
occa.^ion, near the "Haul-over,'' when I was not present, the 
expedition was more successful. It struck a party of nearly 
fifty Indians, killed several warriors, and captured others. In 
this expedition my classmate, Lieutenant Van Vliet, who was 
an excellent shot, killed a warrior who was mnning at foil 
gpeed among trees, and one of the sergeants of onr oom- 
pany (Broderick) was said to have dispatched three wamors, 
and it was reported that he took the scalp of one and brought 
it in to the fort as a trophy. Broderick was so elated that^ 
on reaching the poet, he had to celebrate his victory by a big 
drank. 

There was at the time a poor, weakly soldier of onr com* 
pany whose wife cooked for our mess. She was somewhat of a 
flirty and rather fond of admiration. Sergeant Broderick waa 
attracted to her, and hang around the mess-honse more than the 
husband fancied ; so he reported die matter to Lieutenant Tay- 
lor, who reproved Broderick for hia behavior. A few days 
afterward the husband again appealed to his commanding officer 
(Taylor), who ezdaimed : ''Haven't you got a musket f Gan't 
you defend your own family?" Very soon after a shot waa 
heard down by the mess-house, and it transpired that the hus- 
band had actually shot Broderick, inflicting a wound which 
proved mortal The law and army regulations required that 
the man should be sent to the nearest civil court, which waa 
at 8t Augustine; accordingly, the prisoner and necessary 
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witneaBOB were sent up hj the next monthly steamer. Among 
4he latter were Lieutenant Tajlor and the pilot Aahlock. 

After they had been gone about a month, the sentinel on 
4he roof-top of our qnarterB reported the smoke of a steamer 
ttpproaebing the bar, and, as I was acting qoartermaster, I took 
« boat and polled down to get the mail I reaehed the log-hut 
in which the pilots lived, and saw them start with their boat 
across the bar, board the steamer, and then return. Ashlock 
was at his old post at the steeringKiar, with two ladies, who 
«oon came to the landings having passed through a veiy heavy 
«nif, and I was presented to one as Mr», AMoekj and the other 
as her sister, a very pretty little Minorcan girl of abont fourteen 
years of age. Mrs. Ashlock herself was probably eighteen or 
twenty years old, and a very handsome woman. I was hurriedly 
inf <nrmed that the murder trial was in progress at St. Augustine ; 
that Ashlock had given his testimony, and had availed himself 
/ «l the chance to tidce a wife to share with him the solitude of 
Jiis desolate hut on the beach at Vidian Biver. He had brought 
ashore his wife^ her sister, and their chests, with the mail, and 
lisd orders to return immediately to the steamer (Gaston or 
Harney) to bring ashore some soldien belonging to another 
company, £ (Braggs), which had been ordered from St Au- 
gustine to Fort Pierce. Ashlock left his wife and her sister 
standing on the beach near the pilot-hnt, and started back with 
his whale-boat across the bar. I ako took the mail and started 
up to the fort, and had hardly reached the wharf when 1 ob- 
served another boat following me. As soon as tliis readied the 
wharf the men reported tliat Ashlock and all his crew, with the 
exception of one man, had been drowned a few minutes after I 
had left the beach. They said his surf-boat had reached the 
steamer, had taken on board a load of soldit-rs, some eight or 
ten, and had srarted ])ack through the surf, when on the bar a 
heavy breaker upset tlic boat, and all were lost except the boy 
who pulled the bow-oar, who clung to the rope or painter, 
hauled himself to the upset boat, held on, drifted with it out* 
«ide the breakers, and was finally beached near a mile down the 
coast. They reported also that the steamer had got up anchor. 
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ran in as close to the bar as she could, paused awhile, and then 

had started down the coast. 

I instantly took a fresh crew of soldiers and returned to the 
bar; there Bat poor Mrs. Ashlock on her chest of clothes, a 
weeping widow, who had t>eeii her hu.sbaiid i)erish amid sharks 
and waves ; she clung to the hope that the steainer had picked 
him up, bfit, strange to say, he could not swim, although he had 
been employed on the water all liis life. 

Her sister was more demonstrative, and Widled as one lost to 
all hope and life. She appealed to us all to do miracles to save 
the struggling men in the waves, though two hours had already 
passed, and to have gone out then among those heavy breakers^ 
with an inexperienced crew, would have been worse than .sui- 
cide. All I could do was to reorganize the guard at the beach, 
take the two desolate females up to the fort, and give them the 
use of my own quarters. Very soon their anguish was (juieted, 
and they began to look for the return of their steamer with 
Ashlock and his rescued crew. The next day I went again to 
the beach with Lieutenant Ord, and wq found that one or two 
bodies had been washed ashore, toni all to pieces by the sharks, 
which literally s wanned the inlet at every new tide. In a few 
days the weather moderated, and the steamer returned from tho 
south, but the surf was so high that she anchored a mile off. I 
went oat myself, in the whale or surf boat, over that terrible bar 
with a crew of soldiers, boarded the steamer, and learned that 
none other of Ashlock's crew except the one before mentioned 
had been saved ; but, on the contrary, the captain of the steamer 
had sent one of his own boats to their rescne, which was 
likewise upset in the surf, and, out of the three men in her, one 
had drifted back outside the breakers, clinging to tilie nptnmed 
boat, and was picked up. This sad and fatal catastrophe made 
ns all aft<M of that bar, and in retoming to the shore I adopted 
the more prudent eonrse of beaching the boat below the inlet,, 
which insured us a good ducking, but was attended with less ride 
to life. 

I bad to retnm to the fort and bear to Mre. Ashlock iha 
fthaolnte tmth, that ber bnsband was loat forever. 
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Meantime her sister bad entirelj xeooTered her eqidlibriiuD, 

and being the guest of the officers, who were extremely conrteooa 
to her, she did not lament so loudly the calamity that saved them 
a long life of banishment on the beach of Indian liiver. By 
the firet opportunity they were sent back to St. Augustine, the 
po oocoo ors of all of Ashlock's worldly goods and effects, consisting 
of a good rifle, several cast-nets, hand-lines, etc., etc., besides 
some throe hundred dollars in money, which was due him hj 
the quartermaster for his seryioes as pilot. I afterward saw 
these ladies at St AagnsUne, and years afterward the younger 
one came to Charleston, South Oarolina, the wife of the some- 
what famous Captain Thistle, agent for the United States for 
Hye-oaJc in Florida, who was noted as the first of the trouble- 
some class of in?6ntorB of modem artiUeiy. He was the inventor 
of a gun that did not rsooil at all," or if anything it reooiled 
a little forward.'' 

One day, in the summer of 1841, the sentinel on the house* 
top at Fort Fierce called out, "Indians! Indians!" Everybody 
sprang to his gun, the companies formed promptly on the 
parade-ground, and soon were reported as approaching the post, 
from the pine-woods in rear, four Indians on horseback. They 
rode straight up to the gateway, dismounted, and came in. They 
were conducted by the officer of the day to the CQmnjandiDg 
officer, Major Childs, who sat on the porch in front of his own 
room. After the usual pause, one of them, a blaoik man named 
) Joe, who spoke English, said they had been sent in by Coacoo- 
chee (Wild Cat), one of the most noted of the Seminole chiefs, 
to see the big chief of the post. He gradually unwrapped a 
piece of paper, which was passed over to Major Cliilds, who read 
it, and it was in the nature of a " Safe Guard " for " Wild Cat " to 
come into Fort Pierce to receive ])rovibions and as.sistance wlule 
collecting his tribe, with the purpose of emigrating to their 
reservation west of Arkansas. The paper was signed by Gen- 
eral Worth, wlio had succeeded General Taylor, at Tampa Bay, 
in command of all the troops in Florida. Major Childs inquired, 
"Where is Coacoochee ? and was answered, "CIoho hv," wlien 
Joe explained that he had been sent in by his cliief to see if 
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the paper was all right. Major Chi Ids said it was "all right," 
and tliat Coacoochce ought to come in himself. Joe offered 
to go out and bring him in, when Major Childs ordered me 
to take eight or ten mounted men and go out to escort him 
in. Detailing ten men to saddle up, and taking Joe and one 
. Indian boy along on their own ponies, I started out under their 
guidance. 

We continued to ride five or six miles, when I beg<in to sus- 
pect treacbery, of which I had heard so much in former years, 
and had been specially cautioned against by the older officers; 
but Joe always answered, "Only a little way." At last we ap- 
proached one of those close hammocks, so well known in Florida, 
standing like an island in the interminable pine-forest, with a 
pond of water near it. On its edge I noticed a few Indians 
loitering, which Joe pointed out as tfie place. Apprehensive of 
treachery, I halted the guard, gave orders to the sergeant to 
watch me closely, and rode forward alone with the two Indian 
guides. As we n eared the hammock, about a dozen Indian war> 
riors rose up and waited for us. When in their midst I in- 
quired for the chief, Coacoochee. He approached my horse 
and, slapping his breast, said, "Me Coacoochee." He was a 
very handsome young Indian warrior, not more than twenty-five 
yean old, but in his then dress could hardly be distingoished 
from the rest I then ex])lained to him, through Joe, that I 
bad been sent by my "chief " to escor* him into the fort. He 
wanted me to get down and " talk." I told him that I had no 
** talk "in me, but that, on his reaching the post, he could talk aa 
much as he pleased with the " big chief," Major Childs. They 
aU seemed to be indifferent, and in no huny ; and I noticed thi^ 
all their guns were leaning against a tree. I beckoned to the 
aeigeant, who advanced rapidly with his Mort, and told him to 
secure the rifles, which he proceeded to da Coacoochee pre- 
tended to be very angiy, but I explained to him that his war- 
riors were tired and mine were not, and that the soldiers would 
cany the guns on their horses. I told him I would provide him 
a horse to ride, and the sooner he was ready the better for all 
He then stripped, waahed himself in the pond, and began to 
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dress in all his Indian finery, which consisted of buckskin leg- 
gins, moccasins, and several sliirte. He then began to put on 
vests, one after another, and one of them had the marks of a 
"bullet, just uhove the pocket, with the stain of blood. In the 
pocket was a one-dollar Tallahassee Bank note, and the rascal 
Lad the impudence to ask me to give hitii silver coin for that 
dollar. He had evidently killed the wearer, and was di>a{> 
pointed becamse the pocket contained a paper dollar instead of 
one in silver. In due time he was dressed with turban and 
ostrich-feathers, and mounted the horse reserved for him, and 
thus we rode back together to Fort Pierce. Major ('hilds and 
all the officers received him on the {kj rch, and there we had a 
regular "talk." Coacoochee "was tired of the war." "Ilia 
people were scattered and it would take a * moon ' to collect ' 
them for emigratioDy" and lie wanted rations for that time," 
6lc.j etc. 

All this was agreed to, and a month was allowed for him to 
get ready with his whole band (numbering some one hundred 
and fiftj or one hundred and sixty) to migrate. The talk " 
then ceased, and Coacoochee and his envoys proceeded to get 
ngnlarly dmnk, which was easily done by the agency of com- 
missaiy whiskey. They staid at Fort Pierce during the ni|^t, 
and the next day departed. Seyeral times during the month 
there came into the post two or more of these same Indians, 
always to \)eg for something to eat or drink, and after a f nil 
monih Coacoochee and about twentry of his warriors came in 
with several ponies, but with none of their women or children. 
l£ajor Childs had not irom the beginning the least faith in his 
wiceritj; had made op his mind to seise the whole party and 
eompel them to emigrate. He arranged for the nsnal council, 
and instrocted laentenant Taylor to invite Coacoochee and hia 
tmele (who was held to be a principal chief) to his room to take 
aome good brandy, instead of the common commissary whiskey. 
At a signal agreed on I was to go to the quarters of Company A, 
to dispatch die firstMgeant and another man to Lientenant 
Taylor*s room, there to seixe the two chiefs and secure them ; 
and with the company I was to enter Major Childs's room and 
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secure the remainder of the party. Meantime Lieutenant Vaa 
Vliet was ordert3d to go to tlie quarters of his company, F, and 
at tlie same signal to march rapidly to the rear of the officers* 
quarters, 8o as to catch any who might attempt to escape by th& 
open windows to the rear. 

All resulted exactly as prearranged, and in a few minutes- 
the whole party was in irons. At first they claimed that we 
had acted treacherously, but very soon they admitted that for a 
month Coacoochee had been quietly removing his women and 
children toward Lake Okeechobee and the Everglades ; and 
that this visit to our post was to have been their hist. It so 
hapjx?ned that almost at the instant of our seizing these Indians- 
a vessel arrived off the bar with reenforcements from St. Au- 
gustine. These were brought up to Fort Pierce, and w& 
marched that night and next day rapidly, some fifty miles, to 
Lake Okeeehol)ee, in hopes to capture the balance of tho 
tribe, especially the families, but Uiej bad taken the alarm 
and escaped. Coaooochec and his warrion were sent by Major 
Childs in a schooner to New Orleans en route to their reser- 
vation, but General Worth recalled them to Tampa Bay, and 
by sendiDg out Coacoochee himself the women and chil- 
dren came in voluntarily, and then all were shipped to their 
destination. This was a heavy loss to the Seminoles, but there 
still remained in the Peninsula a few bundled warrioFS with 
their families scattered into very small parcels, who were con* 
oealed in the most inaocessible hammocks and swamps. These- 
had no difficulty in finding plenty of food anywhere and eveiy- 
where. Deer and wild turkey were abundant, and as for fish 
there was no end to them. Indeed, Florida was the Indian's- 
paradiae, was of little value to us, and it was a great pij to re- 
moTe the Seminoles at all, for we could have colleoted there all 
the Choctaws, Creeks, Oherokees, and Chickasaws, in addition 
to the Seminoles. They would have thrived in the Peninsula, 
wheress they now occupy lands that are very valuable, which 
are coveted by their white neighbors on aU sides, while the 
Peninsola of Florida still remains with a population less than 
should make a good State. 
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During that and preceding years General W. S. Ilarney 
had |X'nttrate<l and crossed through the Everglades, capturing 
and hanging Chekika and his band, and had brought in many 
prisoners, wlio were also shipped West. We at Fort Pierce 
made several other excursions to Jupiter, Lake Worth, Lauder- 
dale, and into the Everglades, picking up here and there & 
family, so that it was absurd any longer to call it a " war.'* 
These excursions, however, poSvSessed to us a })eculiar charm, 
for the fragrance of the air, tho abundance of game and lish, 
and just enough of adventure, gave to life a relish. I had just 
returned to Lauderdale from one of these scouts with Lieuten- 
ants Rankin, Ord, George H. Thomas, Field, Van Yliet, and 
others, when I received notice of my promotion to be first- 
lieutenant of Compftny O, which occurred November 30, 1841, 
and I was ordered to return to Fort Pierce, turn over the public- 
property for which I was aoooontable to Lieutenant H. S. Bur- 
ton, and then to join ray new company at St, Augustine. 

I reached St. Augustine before Christmas, and was assigned 
to command a detachment of twenty men stationed at Picolata, 
on the St. John's Eiver, eighteen miles distant. At St. Augn0> 
tine were still the headquarters of the regiment, Colonel William 
Gates, with Company £, Lieutenant Braggy and Company G, 
Lieutenant H. B. Jndd. The only buildugs at Picolata wer» 
the one ooenpied by my detachment, which had been buQt for 
a hospital, and the dwelling of a family named Williams, with 
whom I boarded. On the other hand, BL Augustine had many 
pleasant families, among whom was prominent that of United 
States Judge Bronson. I was half my time In St Augustine- 
or on the load, and remember the old place with pleasure. In 
February we reoeived orders transfeiring the whole regiment 
to the Gulf poets, and our company, G, was ordered to escort 
Colonel Gates and his family across to the Suwanee Biver eri 
roui0 for Pensaoola. The company, with the colonel and his 
family, reached Picolata (where my detachment joined), and we> 
embarked in a steamboat for Pilatka. Here Lieutenant Judd 
dkoovered that he had fofgotten something and had to return 
to St Augustine, so that I commanded the company on th» 
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march) having with me Seoond-Ueatemuit Geoige B. AyiML 

Our first march was to Fort BnsBell, then Micanopy, Waoa- 
hoota, and Wacasassee, all which posts were garrisoned by the 
Second or Seventh Infantry. At Wacasassee we met General 
Worth and his staff, en route for Pilatka. Lieutenant Jndd 
overtook us about the Suwanee, where we embarked on a small 
boat for Cedar Keys, and there took a larger one for Pensaeola, 
where the colonel and his family landed, and our company pro- 
ceeded on in the same vessel to our post — i'ort Morgan, Mobile 
Point. 

This fort had not been occupied by troops for many years, 
was very dirty, and we found little or no stores there. Major 
Ogden, of the engineers, occupied a house outside the fort. I 
was quartermaster and eommissary, and, taking advantage of 
one of the engineer schooners engaged in bringing materials for 
the fort, I went up to Mobile city, and, through the agency of 
Messrs. Dcfilion, Taylor, and ^fyers, merchants, procured all 
■essentials for the troops, and returned to the post. In the 
course of a week or ten days arrived another company, II, 
<jommanded by Lieutenant James Ketchum, with Lieutenants 
Rankin and Sewall L. Fish, and an assistant surgeon (Wells). 
Ketchum became the commanding officer, and Lieutenant Ran- 
kin qnartermastcr. We proceeded to put the post in as good 
order as possible ; had regular guard-mounting and parades, bnt 
little drill. We found magnificent fishing with the seine on 
iihe outer beach, and sometimes in a single haul we would take 
ten or fifteen barrela of the best kind of fiah^ embnunng pom- 
pinos, ledofish) snappers, etc. 

We remained there till June, when the regiment was ordered 
to exehange from the Gulf posts to those on the Atlantic, ez* 
tending from Savannah to North Carolina. The brig Wetump- 
ka was chartered, and onr company (G) embarked and sailed to 
Pensaeola, where we took on board another company (D) 
Darke's), commanded by Lientenant H. S. Burton, with Colo- 
nel Gates, the regimental headquarters, and some families. 
From Pensaeola we sailed for Charleston, South Carolina. The 
-weather was hot, the winds light, and we made a long passage ; 
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Iraft at last reached Ghaiieaton Harbor, disembarked, and took 
poit in Fort Moultrie. 

Soon after two other companies airived, Bragg's (B) and 
Eeje^s (K). The two former oompanies were already quaiv 
tered iniMe of Fort Monltrie^ and tfaeee latter were placed in 
gon-abeds, outside, which were altered into banacks. We re- 
mained at Fort Monltrie nearly five years, nntil the Meiican 
War scattered ns forever, Onr life there was of strict garrison 
duty, with plenty of leisore for hnnting and social entertain* 
menta. We soon fonned many and most pleasant acqnaintancea 
In tilie city of Oharieston ; and it so happened that many of the 
families resided at Sullivan's Island in the summer season, where 
we could reciprocate the hospitalities extended to us in the 
winter. 

Duriii^c the Slimmer of 1843, haviiirr been continuously on 
duty for three years, I ap])lied for ami received a leave of ab- 
sence for three months, which 1 Bpcnt mostly in Ohio. In 
November I started to return to my post at Charleston by way 
of New Orleans ; took the stage to Chillicothe, Ohio, November 
16th, having Henry Stanberry, Esq., and wife, as travelling com- 
panions. We coDtiuued by stage next day to Portsmouth^ 
Ohio. 

At Portsmouth Mr. Stanberry took a boat up the river, 
and I one down to Cincinnati. There I found my brothers 
Lamj)Son and Iloyt employed in the "Gazette" printing-office^ 
and spent much time with them and Charles Anderson, Esq., 
visiting his brother Larz, Mr. Longworth, some of his artist 
friends, and especially Miss Sallie Cameal, then quite a belle, 
and noted for her fine voice. 

On the 20th I took passage on the steamboat Manhattan for 
St. Louis; reached Louisville, where Dr. Conrad, of the army, 
joined me, and in the Manhattan we continued on to St. Louis, 
with a mixed crowd. We reached the Missispippi at Cairo the 
23d, and St. Louis, Friday, November 24, 1843. At SL Louis 
we called on Colonel S. W. Kearney and Major Cooper, his 
adjutant-general, and found my classmate. Lieutenant McNntt^ 
of the ordnance, stationed at the arsenal; also Mr. Dea% aa 
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axtist, aod Paci^cus Ord, who was studying law. I spent a 
week at St. Louis, visiting the arsenal, JefEeraon Barracks, and 
most places of inteiest, and then became impreBsed with its 
great fatare. It then contained about forty thousand people, 
and my notes describe thirtj<siz good steamboats receiving and 
discharging cargo at the levee. 

I took passage December 4th in the steamer John Anil f <Nr 
Kew Orleans. As we passed Oairo the snow was &lling, and 
the country was wintery and devoid of verdure. GradnaHy, 
however, as we proceeded south, the green color came ; grass 
and trees showed the change of latitude, and when in the course 
of a week we had reached New Orleans^ the roses were in full 
bloom, the sugai>cane just ripe, and a tropical air prevalent. 
We reached New Orleans December 11, 1848, where I spent 
about a week visiting the barracks, then occupied by the Seventh 
Infantry ; the theatres, hotels, and all the usual places of inter- 
est of that day. • 

On the 16th of December I continued on to Mobile in die 
steamer Fashion by way of Lake Pontchartrain ; saw there most 
of my personal friends, Mr. and Mrs. Bull, Judge Bragg and 
his brother Dunbar, Deshon, Taylor, and Myers, etc, and on 
the 19th of December took passage in the steamboat Bourbon 
for Montgomery, Alabama, by way of the Alabama River. We 
readied Montgomery at noon, December 23d, and took ears at 
1 p. M. for Franklin, forty miles, which we reached at 7 p. m., 
thence stages for Griffin, Georgia, t'/a La Grantee and Green- 
ville. This took the whole niprht of the 23d and the day of tlie 
24rth. At Griffin we took cars for Macon, and theoce to Savan- 
nali, which we reached Christmas-night, finding Lientcnanta 
Ridgley and Ket( Inim at tea, where we were soon joined by 
Rankin and Beckwith. 

On the 2r)th I took the l)oat for Charleston, reaching my 
post, and reported for duty Wednesday morning, December 27y 
1843. 

I had hardly got back to my post when, on the 2l8t of Jan- 
uary, 1844, I received from Lientenant R. P. Tfamniond, at 
liadettay Georgia^ an intimation that Colonel Churchiilj Inspeo- 
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4or-Genenl of the Anny, had applied for me to assist him in 
takmg depositiona in npper Georgia and Alabama) oonceming 
eertain lossea hj Tolnnteera in Florida of horses and eqnipmentB 
hj reason of the f ailnre of the United States to provide sufficient 
forage, and for whieh Congress had made an appropriation. 
On the 4th of Fehmary the order came from the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral in Waahington for me to proceed to Msrietta, Geoigia, and 
report to Inspector-General GhnjchilL I waa delayed tQl the 
14th of Fehmary by reason of bmng on a conrt-martialy when I 
iras dnly relieTed and started hy ndl to Augusta, Geoigia, and 
«s far as Madison, where I took the mail-coach, readhing Marietta 
on the 17tL There I reported for duty to Colonel ChurohiU, 
who was abready engaged on his work, assisted hy Lieutenant B. 
P. Hammond, Third Artillery, and a dtixen named Stockton. 
The colonel had hia funily with him, consisting of Mrs. Ohurch> 
iU, Mary, now Mrs. Professor Baird, and Charles Churchill, then 
Ik boy of about fifteen years of age. 

We all lived in a tavern, and had an office convenient. The 
duty consisted in taking individual depoeitions of the officers 
and men wlio had composed two regiments and a battalion of 
mounted volunteer- that had served in Florida. An oatli was 
administered to each man hy Colonel Churehill, wlio tlu n turned 
the claimant over to one of us to take down and record his de- 
position according to certain forms, which enabled them to be 
consolidated and tabulated. ATe remained in Marietta about six 
"Weeks, durint; which time I repeatedly rode to Kcnemiw Moini- 
iain^ and over the very ground where afterward, in 1864, we 
had some hard battles. 

After closini: our business at Marietta the colonel ordered us 
to transfer our ojjerations to Bellefonte, A1a])ama. As he pro- 
posed to take his family and party by tlie Pta<^e, llammond lent 
me his riding-^orse, which T rode to Allatoona and the Etowah 
River. Hearing of certain lariz;e Indian mounds near tlie way, I 
turned to one side to visit them, stopping a couple of days with 
Colonel Lewis Tumlin, on whose plantation these mounds were. 
We stnick up such an acquaintance that we corresponded for 
flome years, and as I passed his plantation during the war, in 
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1864, 1 inquired for liim, but he was not at home. From Tnin- 
lin's I rode to Rome, and hv way of Wills Valley over 8and 
Hountain and the Kaccoon Kaiigc to the Tenne.S!>ee River at 
Bellefonte, Alabama. We all assembled there in Martth, and 
continued our work for nearly two montlis, when, having com- 
pleted the business, Colonel Churchill, with his family, went 
North by way of Nashville ; Hammond, Stockton, and I return- 
ing South on horseback, by Rome, Allatoona, Marietta, Atlanta,, 
and Madison, Georgia. Stockton stopped at Marietta, where h» 
resided. Hammond took the cars at Madison, and I rode alone 
to Augusta, Georgia, where I left the hone and letumed tc^ 
Oharleaton and Fort Moultrie by raiL 

Thus by a mere accident I was enabled to traverse on horse* 
back the very ground where in after-years I had to conduct vast 
armies and fight great battles* That the knowledge thas ao- 
qnired was of infinite nse to me, and conseqnentlj to the Gh>T» 
emment, I have always felt and stated. 

During the antnmn of a difficulty aroeo'among tiie of* 
fioera of Oompony B, Third Artillery (John R Yinton's), garri- 
soning Augusta Arsenal, and I was sent up from Fort Houltrie- 
as a sort of peace-maker. After staying there some months^ oer* 
tain transfers of officers were made, which reconeiled the diffi- 
cully, and I returned to my poet, Fort Moultrie. During tiiat 
winter, 1844-'45, 1 was visiting at the plantation of ICr. Poyas, 
on the east branch of the Cooper, about fifty miles from Fort 
Moultrie, hunting deer with his son James, and lieutenant John 
F. Beynolds, Third Artillery. We had taken our stands, and a 
deer came out of the swamp near that of Mr. James Poyas, who 
fired, broke the k g of the deer, which turned back into the swamp 
and came out again above mine. I could follow his course by 
the cry of the hounds, which were in close pursuit Hastily 
mounting my horse, I struck across the pine-woods to head the 
deer off, and when at full career my horse leaped a fallen log 
and his fore-foot cau^j^ht one of those hard, unyicldiiic^ jiine- 
knot8 tliat broiif^ht him with violciicu tu the crround. I trot up- 
as quiek as posi>ible, and found my ri<;lit arm out of place at 
the shoulder, caused by the weight of the double-barrelled gan» 
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Seeing Reynolds at some distance, I called out lustily and 
broiiu^lit him to nie. He soon mended the bridle and saddle, 
whicli had been broken by the fall, heli>ed me on my liorse, and 
we followed the course of the hounds. At first my arm did not 
pain me much, but it soon began to ache so that it waa almost 
onendurable. In about three miles we came to a negro hut, 
where I got off. and rested till Keynolds could overtake Poyas 
and bring him back. They came at last, but by that tinie the 
ann was so swollen and painful that I could not ride. They 
rigged up an old gig belonging to the negro, in which I was 
carried six miles to the plantation of Mr. Poyas, Sr. A neigh- 
boring physician was sent for, who tried the usual methods of 
setting the arm, but without success; each time making the 
operation more painful. At hist he sent off, got a set of double 
pulleys and cords, with which he succeeded in extending the 
muscles and in getting the bone into place. I then returned to 
Fort Moultrie, but being disabled, appHed for a short leave and 
went North. 

I started January 25, 1845 ; went to Washington, Baltimore, 
and Lancaster, Ohio, whence I went to Mansfield, and thence 
back by Newark to Wheeling, Cumberland, Baltimore, Philap 
delphia, and New York, whence I sailed back for Charleston on 
the ship Sullivan, reaching Fort Moultrie Mardi 9, 1845. 

Ab5ut that time (March 1, 1845) Congress had, by a joint 
resolution, provided for the annexation of Texas, then an inde- 
pendent Kepablic, subject to certain conditions requiring the 
acceptance of the Republic of Texas to be final and conclusive. 
We all expected war as a matter of course. At that time Gen- 
eral Zachary Taylor had assembled a couple of regiments of in- 
fantry and one of dragoons at Fort Jessup, Louisiana, and had 
orders to extend military protection to Texas against the In- 
dians, or a " furei<^n cnciny,'' the moment tlic terms of annexa- 
tion were accepted. He received notice of such acceptance July 
7th, and forthwith procmled to remove liis troops to Corpus 
Christi, Texas, where, durinir the summer and fall of 184:5, w;is 
a>senibled that force with which, in the spring of 1846, was be- 
jruu the Mexican War. 
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Sometime during that summer came to Fort Moultrie orders 
for sending Company £, Third Artillery, Lieutenant Bragg, to 
New Orleans, there to receive a battery of field-guns, and thence 
to the camp of General Taylor at Corpus Cliristi. Thia was the 
first company of onr regiment sent to the scat of war, and it em- 
barked on the brig llayne. This was the only company that left 
Fort Moultrie till after I was detached for recraiting service on 
the Ist of May, 1846. 

Inasmuch as Charleston afterward became famons, as the 
Bpot where began our civil war, a general description of it, as it 
was in 1846, will not be out of place. 

The city lies on a long peninsula between the Ashley and 
Cooper Bivers— « low, level peninsula of sand. Meeting Street is 
its Broadway, with King Street, next west and parallel, the street 
of shops and small stores. These streets are crossed at right 
angles by many others, of which Broad Street was the principal ; 
and the insersection of Meeting and Broad was the heart of tiie 
city, marked by the Guard-House and St. Michael's Episcopal 
Church. The Custom-IIousc, Post-Office, etc., were at the foot 
of Broad Street, near the wharves of the Cooper Biver firont 
At the extremity of the peninsula was a drive, open to the bay, 
and faced by some of the handsomest houses of the city, called 
the "Battery." Looking down the bay on the right, was James 
Island, an irregular triangle of about seven miles, the* whole 
island in cultivation with sea-island cotton. At the lower end 
was Fort Johnson, then simply the station of Captain Bowman, 
United States Engineers, engajxed in buil iinu^ Fort Sumter. 
Tliis fort (Sumter) was erected on .^n artilicial island iKarly 
in mid-cliaimel, made by dumpiiii; rocks, mostly l>roug]it as 
ballast in cotton-ships from the North. As the rock reached 
the surface it was levelled, and made the foundation of Fort 
Sumter. In 1^40 this fort was barely above the water. Still 
farther out beyond J;imes Island, and separated from it by a 
wide space of salt marsh with crooked channels, was ]\rorris Isl- 
and, composed of the sand-dunes thrown up by the wind and 
the sea, bacla d with the salt marsh. On this was the lighthouse, 
but no people. 



« 



Digitized by Google 



1820-»46.J FKOM 1820 TO TliE. MEXICAN WAR. 



85 



On the left, looking down th^ bay from the Battery of 
Charleston, was, lirst, Castle Pinekney, a round brick fort, of two 
tiers of guns, one in embrasure, the other in barbette, built on a 
marsh island, which was not ^rarrisoncd. f arther down the bay a 
point of the mainland reaehed the bay, where there was a fj^ronp 
of houses, called Mount Pleasant ; and at the extreniity of the 
*i'ay, distant six miles, was Sullivan's Island, presentini* a smooth 
sand-beach to the sea, with the line of sand-hills or dunes thrown 
up by the waves and winds, and the uauai backlog of mar^h and 
<5rooked salt-water channela. 

At the shoulder of this island was Fort ^foultrie, an irre<;u- 
lar fort, without ditch or counterscarp, with a brick scarp wall 
a1)ont twelve feet high, whi- li could hv scaled anywhere, and 
this was surmounted l)y an eartii parapet capal)le of mounting 
about forty twenty-four and thirty-two pounder smooth-boro 
iron guns. Inside the fort were three two-story brick barracks, 
sufficient to quarter the ofiioers aod men of two companies ol 
4fftillcry. 

At sea was the usual " bar," changing slightly from year to 
jear, but generally the main ship-channel came from the soutli, 
-parallel to Morris Island, till it was well up to Fort Moultrie, 
where it curved, passing close to Fort Sumter and up to the 
wharves of die city, which were bnilt mostly along the Oooper 
Kiver front 

Charleston was then a proud, aristocratic city, and asBumed a 
leadership in the public opinion of the South far out of pro- 
portion to her population, wealth, or commerce. On more than 
•one occasion previously, the inhabitants had almost inaugurated 
civil war, by their assertion and professed belief that each 
State had, in the original compact of government, reserved to 
itself the right to withdraw from the Union at its own option, 
whenever the people supposed they had suflScient cause. We 
used to discuss these things at our own mess-tables, vehemently 
and sometimes quite angrily ; but I am sure that I never feared 
It would go further than it had already gone in the winter of 
1832-*83, when the attempt at ^< nullification " was promptly 
suppressed by President Jackson's famous declaration, ^^Thb 
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Union must and shall be^ preserved ! " and hj the jndidoiift 
management of Gteneral Scott. 

Still, civil war was to be ; and, now that it has come and 
gone, we can rest secnre in the knowledge that as the chief 
canse, slavery, has been eradicated forever, it is not likely to 
oome again. 
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1846-1848. 

Iir the spring of 184G I was a tiret-lieutenant of Companj 
O, Third Artillery, stationed at Port Moultrie, South Carolina. 
The company was coininanded by Captain Robert Anderson; 
Elenry B. J add was the senior tirst-lieu tenant, and I was 
the junior first-lieutenant, and George B. Ayres the second- 
lieatenant. Colonel William Gates commanded the post and 
regiment, with FirsULieutenant William Austine as his ad- 
jutant Two other companies were at the post, TUk, Martin 
BorWe and E. D. Keyes's, and among the officers were T. "W. 
Shennan, Morris Miller, H. B. Field, William Chorohill, Joseph 
Stewart, and Smgeon McLareiL 

The countiy now known aa Tesaa had been recently ae- 
quired, and war with Mexico was threatening. One of onr 
companies (Bragg's), with Qeoige H. Thomas, J<dm F. Kefynold^ 
and Frank Thomas, had gone the year previous and was at thai 
time with Gbneral Taylor's army at CJoirpas Ohristi, Tezas. 

In that year (1846) I reoeiYed the ngnlar detail for raeral^ 
ing service^ with orden to report to the general snperintendent 
ftt QoTWiun'a Islaod, New York; and acooidin^y left Fort 
Moultrie in the latter part of April, and reported to the saper- 
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intnteli Oolonel B. B. Mmoo, Fint Dragoon^ at New Tork^ 
on Hm 1ft daj of May. I waa aaeigned to the Pittsburg mi- 
d0Kfoii% wbitfier I proceeded and reliered Ideatenant Soott 
Eaity in Ifaj I took np my quarters at the St. ObarleB Hotel» 
and entered upon the diachaige of m j duties. There was a 
Ngolar recmitingetation alreadj eatahUahedy with a sergeant, 
corporal, and two or three men, with a dtiaen pliysidan, Dr. 
HcDowfiiDi to examine the nemits. The threatening war with 
Headeo made a demand for leemits, and I reoeiTed authority to 
open another sab-rendearona at Zaneeyille, OhiO| whither I took 
the sergeant and established him. This waa very handy to me^ « 
as my home was at Lancaster, Ohio, only thirtyHBix miles off, so ^ 
that I was thns enabled to visit my friends there quite often. 

In the latter part of May, when at Wheeling, Virginia, on 
my way back from Zanesville to Pittsburg, I heard the first 
news of the battle of Palo Alto and Kesaca de la Palma, which 
occurred on the 8th and 9th of May, and, in common with every- 
body else, felt intensely excited. That I should be on recruiting 
service, when my comrades were actually fighting, was intolera- 
ble, and I hurried on to my post, Pittsburg. At that time the 
railroad did not extend westbf the Alleghanies, and all journeys 
were made by stage-coaches. In this instance I traveled from 
2^nesville to Wheeling, thence to Washington (Pennsylvania), 
and thence to Pittsburg by stage-coach. On reaching Pittsburg 
I found many pnvate letters ; one from Ord, then a first-lien- 
tenant in Company F, Third Artillery, at Fort McIIenry, Balti- 
more, saying that his company had just received orders for 
California, and asking me to apply for it. Without committing 
myself to that project, I wrote to the Adjutant-General, R. 
Jones, at Washington, D. C, asking him to consider me as an 
applicant for any active service, and saying that I would 
willingly forego the recruiting detail, which I well knew plenty 
of others would jump at. Impatient to approach the scene of 
active operations, wiUiout authority (;md I suppose wrongfully), 
I left my corporal in charge of the rendezvous, and took all the 
recroits I had made, about twenty-five, in a steamboat to Gu> 
einnati, and turned them over to Major K. 0. McCrea, oom^ 
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manning at Newport Barracks. I then reported in Cinciimati, 
to the snperintendent of the Western recmiting service, Colonel • 
Fanning, an old officer with one arm, who inquired by what 
authority I had come away from my post. I argued that I took 
it for granted he wanted all the recruits he could get to fon^^arJ 
to the army at Brownsville, Texas ; and did not know but that 
he might want me to go along. Instead of appreciating my 
volunteer zeal, he cursed and swore at nie for leaving my post 
without orders, and told me to go back to Pittsburg. I then 
asked for an order that would entitle me to transportation back, 
which at first he emphatically refused, but at last he gave the 
order, and I returned to Pittsburg, all the way by stage, stopping 
again at Lancaster, where I attended the wedding of my school- 
mate Mike Effinger, and also visited my sub-rendezvous at 
Zanesville. K. S. Ewell, of my class, arrived to open a cavalry 
rendezvous, but, finding my depot there, he went on to Colum- 
bus, Ohio. Tom Jordan afterward was ordered to Zanesville, 
to tike charge of that rendezvous, under the general War De- 
partment orders increasing the numljer of recruitiTig-stations. 
I reached Pittsburg late in June, and found the order relieving 
me from recruiting service, and detailing my classmate II. B. 
Field to my place. I was assigned to Company F, then under 
orders for California. By private letters from Lieutenant Ord, 
I heard that the company had already started from Fort 
McHenry for Govemor'a Island, Kew York Harbor, to take 
paaaa^ for Galifomia in e naval transport. I worked all that 
night, made up mj accounts current, and turned over the balance 
of cash to the dtlaen physician, Dr. McDowell ; and also closed 
mj clothing and property returns, leaving blank receipts with the 
same gentleman for Field's signature, when he should get there^ 
to be forwarded to the Department at Washington, and the 
duplicates to me. These I did not receive for more than a year. 
I remember that I got my orders about 8 p. li. one nig^t| and 
took passage in the boat for Brownsville, the next morning 
traveled bj stage from Brownsville to Cumberland, Maryland, 
and thenoe hj canto Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York, 
In a great hmj lest the ship mi^^t sail witfaoat me. I found 
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Company F at Governors Island, Captain C. Q. Tompkins in 
command, r.ieutcnant E. O. C. Ord uenior lirst-lieutonant, my- 
seli junior ikst-lieutcuAnt, Lucien Looser and Charles Minor the 
second-lieutenants. 

The company had been tilled up to one hundred privates, 
twelve nou-coniniissioned officers, and one oixinance sergeant 
(Ltiyton), making one hundred and thirteen enlisted men and five 
officers. Dr. James L. Ord had l>een employed as actini;; assist- 
ant surgeon to accompany the expedition, and Lieutenant II. W. 
Halleck, of the engineers, was also to go along. The United 
States store-ship Loxmgton was then preparing at the Navy- Yard, 
Brooklyn, to carry us around Cape Horn to California. She 
was receiving on board the necessary stores for the long voyage, 
and for service after our amval there. Lieutenant-Commander 
Tlieodorus Bailey was in command of Uie vessel, Lieutenant 
William H. Macomb executive officer, and Passed-Midshipmon 
Muse, Spott% and J. W. A. Nicholson, ^^'(>re the watch-officers; 
Wilson purser, and Abenu3thy surgeon. The latter was caterer 
of the mess, and we all made an advance of cash for him to l&j 
in the neoeasary mess-stores. To enable us to prepare for so 
long a vovage and for an indefinite sojourn in that far-off coun- 
try, the War Department had authorized us to draw six months' 
pay in adyance, which sum of money we invested in snrpins 
dothing and sudi other things as seemed to us necessary. At 
last the ship was ready, and was towed down abreast of Fort 
Oolmnbns, where we were conveyed on bosrd, and on the lith 
of July, 1846, we were towed to sea by a steam-tug, and cast ofL 
Oolonel B. B. Mason, still superintendent of the general reemi^ 
ing service^ accompanied us down the bay and out to sea^ return- 
ing with the tug. A few other friends were of the party, bat at 
last they left us^ and we were alone upon the sea, and the sailoit 
were busy with the ssils and ropes. The Lexington wss an old 
ship, changed from a 8loopH>f-war to a store^hip, with an after 
caUn, a ward-room," and ^ between-decks " In the cabin were 
0^>tains Bailey and Tompkins, with whom messed the purser, 
Wilson. In the ward-room were all the other <^Scers, two in 
eacli state-room ; and Minor, bein^ an extra lieutenant, had to 
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•leep in a lianimock slung in the ward-room. Ord and I roomed 
together; Ilalleck and Loeser and the others were scattered 
about. The men were arranged in bunks " between-decks," one 
aet along the sides of the ship, and another, double tier, amid- 
tbips. The crew were slung in hammocks well forward. Of 
Ibese there were aboat fifty. We at once subdivided the com- 
{Any into four squads, under the four lieutenants of the oom- 
panjy and arranged with the naval officers that our men should 
serve on deck by squads, after the manner of their watehes ; that 
the sailors should do all the work aloft, and the soldienon deck. 

On fair days we drilled our men at the manual, and generally 
kept them employed as much as possible, giving great attention 
to the police and cleanliness of their dresa and bunks ; and so 
aooosssfnl were we in this^ thaty though the voyage lasted nearly 
two hnndred days, every man was able to leave the ship and 
march up the hill to the fort at Monterey, Oalifoniia, carrying 
hia own knapsack and equipments. 

The Toyage hem New York to Rio Janeiro was without 
aocsidflnt or any thing to wy the nsnal monotony. We soon 
* settled down to the hnmdmm of a long Toyage, reading aome^ 
not mneh; playing games, bnt never gambling; and chiefly en- 
gaged in ei^ing om meala regularly. In emning the equator 
we had the usual visit of Keptone and hia wif e^ who» with a 
laige raaor and a bucket of soapsuds, came over the aides and 
ahaved aome of the greenhorns; but naval etiquette exempted 
the officers, and Neptune was not permitted to oome aft of the 
miasen-mast At hurt, after sixty daya of absolute monotony, 
the ishmd of Baaa, off Kio Janeiro^ was descried, and we slowly 
entered the harbor, paasing a fort on ourri^t hand, from whidi 
came a hail, in the Portogoese language, from a huge speaking- 
tmiL pet, and our officer of the deek answered back in gibberish, 
acct»ding to a well-underatood custom of the plaee. Sugar-loaf 
Mountain, on the south of the entrance, is very remarkable and 
well named ; is almost oonical, with a slight lean. The man-of- 
war anchorage ia about five miles ins'de the heads, directly in 
front of the city of Rio Janeiro. Words will not describe the 
beauty of this perfect harbor, nor the delightful feeling after a 
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long voyage of iti fragrant tin, and tlio entire oontraat betneeA 
til things there and what we had left in New York. 

"We found the United States frigate Columbia anchored there^ 
and after the Lexington was properly moored, nearly all the of- 
ficers went on shore for sight seeing and enjoyment. We landed 
at a wharf opposite which was a famous French restaurant, Fa- 
roux, and after ordering supper we all proceeded to the Rua da 
Ouvador, wliere most of the shops were, especially those for 
making feather iluwers, as much to see the pretty girls as the 
flowers which they so skillfully made ; thence we went to the 
theatre, where, besides some opera, we witnessed the audience 
and saw the Emperor Dom Pedro, and his Empress, the daughter 
of the King of Sicily. After the theatre we went ])ack to 
the rc.-tauraut. whnv we liad an excellent siiDpcr, witli frnit>i 
of every variety and excellence, such as we had never seen be- 
fore, or even knew the names of. Supper being over, wo called 
for the bill, and it was rendered in French, with Brazilian cur- 
rency. It footed up some twenty-six thousand reis. The figures 
alarmed us, so we all put on the waiters' plate various coins in 
gold, which he took to the counter and returned the change, 
making the total about sixteen dollars. The millreis is about a 
dollar, but being a paper-money was at a diBOOunt, fio aa only to 
be worth al)out fifty-six cents in coin. 

The Lexington remained in Rio about a week, during which 
we visited the Palace, a few miles in the country, also the Bo- 
tanic Gardens, a place of infinite interest, with its specimens of 
tropical fruits, spices, etc., etc, and indeed every place of note. 
The thing I best recall is a visit Halleck and J. made to the 
Coroovado, a high mountain whence the water is oonyeyed for 
the supply of the city. We started to take a walk, and paned 
aUmg the aqueduct, which approaches the city by a aeriea of 
arches ; thence up the point of the hill to a place known aa the 
Madrey or fountain, to which all the water that drips from the 
leayea la conducted by tile gattorsi and ia canied to the elty by 
an open atone aqueduct 

Here we foimdlCr. Henry A. Wise, of Virginia, the United 
Slatea miniator to Bniil, and a Dr. Qamett, United Btat6» 
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Navy, his intended son-iii-law. We had a very interestiiiijc con- 
versation, in which Mr. Wise enlarged on the fact that Kio was 
Bupj'licd fntin tlic "''ilews of heaven," for in the dry reason 
the water cuines from the mists and fogs wliicli liang around 
the Corcovado^ drips from the leaves of the trees, and is con- 
ducted to the Madre fountain by miles of tile gutters. Halleck 
And I continued our ascent of the mountain, catching from points 
of the way magniticent views of the scenery round about llio 
Janeiro. We reached near the summit what was called the 
emperor's coffee-plantation, where we saw coffee-berries in th(jir 
▼arious stages, and the scaffolds on which the berries were dried . 
before being cleaned. The coffee-tree reminded me of the red 
haw-tree of Ohio, and the berries were somewhat like those of 
the same tree, two grains of coffee being inclosed in one ben/. 
Theae were dried and cleaned of the husk by hand or by ma- 
dimery. A short, steep ascent from this place carried oa to tho 
aommit, from which ia beheld one of the moat picturesque views 
on eartfL The Organ Mountains to the west and norths the 
ocean to the east, the city of Bao with ita red-tiled honsea at our 
feet, and the entire harbor like a map qpread ont, with innumer- 
able, bright valleys, make np a landscape that cannot be deecribed 
\iy mere words. This spot is universally visited by atrangers, 
and haa often been described. After enjoying it immeaanrably, 
we retomed to the dty bj another ronte^ tired but amply repaid 
by onr long walk. 

Li doe time all had been done that waa reqnlaite^ and the 
Leadngton put to aea and rennned her voyage. In October we 
i^proedhed Oi|»e Honi» the fixat land descried waa Staten Id- 
andy white with anow, and the ahip aeemed to be aiming for 
the channel to ita weat^ straita of Le Haired but her oonne was 
diaoged and we paowd aronnd to the eaat In time we nw 
Oape Horn; in idand ronnded like an oven, after which it 
takaa ita name (Omoi^ oven* Here we eiperienoed very rong^ 
weather, boffeting about nnder atorm itoy<sai]% and spending 
fieariy a month belore the wind favored onr paaeage and entUed 
tfie come of the diip to be changed for Yalpeniaa. One day 
wa aailed paraDd wiUi a Frendi aloop^-war, and it waa iohllme 
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to watch the two ships rising and falling in tliose long deep 
swells of the ocean. All the time we were followed by the 
usual large flocks of Cape-pigeons and albatiosses of every color. 
The former resembled the common barn-pigeon exactly, but are 
in foct gulls of beautiful and varied colors, mostly dove-color. 
We caught many with fishing-lines baited with pork. We also 
took in the sj\me way many albatros.ses. The white ones are 
very large, and their down is equal to that of the swan. At last 
Ca]ie Horn and its swelling seas were left behind, and we 
reached Valparaiso in al)out sixty days from Rio. We anchored 
in the open roadstead, and spent there about ten days, visiting 
all the usual places of interest, its foretoj), main-top, mizzeu-top, 
etc. Halleck and Ord went up to Santiago, the ciipital of Chili, 
some sixty miles inland, but I did not go. Valparaiso did not 
imp>*ea8 me favombly at all. Seen from the sea, it looked like 
a long string of houses along the narrow beach, surmounted 
with red banks of earth, with little verdure, and no trees at alL 
Northward the space widened out somewhat, and gave room for 
a plaza, bat the mass of boiiBea in that quarter were poor. We 
were there in November, corresponding to our early spring, and 
^e enjoyed the large strawberries which abounded. The Inde* 
pendenee frigate. Commodore Shubrick, came in while we were 
there, having overtaken us, bound also for California. We met 
there also the sloop-of^war Levant, from California, and from 
the officers heard of many ^ ^^e events that had transpired 
abont the time the navy, under Oommodore Sloat| had taken 
possession of the country. 

All the necessary supplies being renewed hi YalparaiBo, the 
voyage was resomed. For nearly forty days we had uninterrapted 
favorable winds, being in the trades," and, having settled down 
to sailor habits, time psssed without notice. We had bron^ 
with US all the books we ooold find in Kew York abont Galif o^ 
nia, and had read them over and over again: WiUces^s ^ Explore 
tng Expedition;*' Dana's <*Two Years before the Msst;" and 
Forbes's Aocoont of the Missions." It was generally nndefw 
stood we were bound for Monterey, then the capital of Upper 
California. We knew, of eonne, that Qeneral Kearney was m 
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9wite for ilM same oonntiy overUmd; that IVemont was thm 
with his exploring party ; that the navy had already taken poa 
geaaioii, and that a regiment of Yolnnteers, Sterenaon'i^ was to 
follow na from New York ; hat neTerthelesa we were impatient 
to reach oar deatination. Ahoat the middle of January the ahip 
began to approach the Oalifomia coast, of which the captain 
waa daly eaatioos, hecaose tiie English and Spaniah charts dif- 
fered some fifteen miles in the longitnde, and on all the charta 
a eonent of two miles an hoar waa indicated northward along 
the ooast At laat land was made one morning, and here 
ooeorred one of those accidents so provoking after a long and 
tediona voyage. Macomb, the master and regular navigator, 
had made the correct observations, bat Nicholson during the 
night, bj an observation on the north star, put the ship eome 
twenty miles farther south than was the case by the regular 
reckomng, bo that Captain Bailey gave directions to alter the 
course of Uie ship more to the north, and to follow the coast 
np, and to keep a good lookout for Puiut Pinos tliat marks tho 
V>t'ation of Monterey l>ay. The usual north wind slackened, so 
that ;rhen noon allowed Macomb to get a good observation, it 
was found that we were north of Afio Kuevo, the northern 
headland of Monterey Bay. The ship was put about, but little 
by little arose one of those southeast storms so common on the 
coast in winter, and we buffeted about for several days, cursing 
that unfortunate observation on the north star, for, on tirst 
sighting the coast, had we turned for Monterey, inBtead of away 
to the north, we would have been snugly anchored before the 
storm. But the southeaster abated, and the usual northwest 
wind caine out again, and we sailed steadily down into tho 
roadstead of Monterey Bay. This is shaped somewhat like a 
fish-hook, the barb bein«r the harbor, the point being Point 
Pinos, the southern headland. Slowlv the land came out of the 
water, the high mountains about Santa Cruz, the low beach of 
the Salinas, and the strongly-marked ridge tenninating in the 
sea in a point of dark pine-trees. Then the line of whitewashed 
honses of adobe, backed by the groves of dark oaks, resembling 
old apple-trees; and then we aaw two Teasels anchored close to 
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tlie town- One was a small merchant-brig and another a large 
•hip apparently dismasted. At last we saw a boat coming out 
to meet us, and when it came alongside, we were surprised to 
find Lieutenant Henry Wise, master of the Independence 
frigate, that we had left at Valparaiso. Wise had come olf to 
pilot us to our anchorage. While giving ordei*8 to the man at 
the wheel, he, in his peculiar fluent style, told to us, gathered 
about him, that the Independence liad sailed from Valparaiso a 
week after us and had been in Monterey a week ; that the Cali- 
foniians had broken out into an insurrection; that the naval' 
fleet under Commodore Stockton was all down the coast about 
San Diego; that General Kearney had reached the oountry, but 
had had a severe battle at San Pascual, and had been worsted, 
losing flereral officera and men, himself and others wounded; 
that war was then going on at Los Angeles ; that the whole 
country was full of guerrillas, and that rec»ently at Yerba Buena 
the alcalde, Lieutenant Bartlett, United States Navy, while out 
alter cattle, had been laasoed, etc., etc Indeed, in the short 
apace of time that Wise was piloting our ship in, he told na 
more news than we could have learned on shore in a week, and, 
being unfamiliar with the great distances, we imagined that we 
ahonld have to debark and begin fighting at once. Sworda were 
brought oat| gona oiled and made ready, and erery tiling waa in 
a bnstie when tiie old Lexington dropped her anchor on Jannarj 
26, 1847, in Monterey Bay, after a voyage of one hundred and 
ninety-eij^t days from Kew York. £?eiy tidng on ahore 
looked bright and beantifnl, the hilla eoTered witii graai and 
flowen, the live^iaka ao aersne and homelike, and tiie low adobe 
housefly with red-tiM foo& and whitened walla, oontraated well 
with tiie dark pine-treea behind, making a decidedly good im- 
pression npon na who had come ao far to apy ont the land. 
Nothing could be more peaceful in ita looka than Monterey in 
January, 1847. Vfe had already made the acquaintance of Com- 
modore Shnbrick and the officera of tiie Independence in Val- 
paraiso^ ao that we again met aa old frienda. Immediate prep- 
arations were made for landing, and, aa I waa quartenuaater aai 
^ommiasaiy, I had plenty to do. There waa a mall wharf aad 
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ftn adobe eofltom-lunue in possenion of the nsTj; alao a ba^ 

rack of two 8torie8| oocajned by some marinefi^ commanded bj 
lientenant Maddox; and on a hill to the west of the town 
had been built a two^toiy block-boiue of hewed logs occupied 
hy a gnaid of eailon under oommand of lientenant Baldwin, 
United States Navj. Not a ain|^e modem wagon or cart waa 
to be had In Mmterej, nothing bnt the old Mezicsn cart with 
wooden wheelfl^ drawn by two or three pairs of oxen, yoked 
tiie homa. A nuoi named Tom Oole had two or more of theae^ 
and he came into immediate reqnidtion. The United Statea 
oooaul, and most prominent man there at the time, was Thomaa 
O. Larkin, who had a atore and a pretty good two^xy house 
ocenpied by hia family. It waa aoon determined that our com- 
pany waa to land and encamp on the hill at the bloek-hooae^ 
and we were alao to have poaaesnon of the warehonae^ or 
eaatom-honae^ for atorage. The company waa landed on the 
wharfy and we aU marched in fnll cbress with knapsacks and 
annai to the hill and relieyed the gnard under lieutenant Bald- 
win. Teota and camp-equipage were hauled up^ and aoon the 
eamp waa eatabliahed. I remained in a room at the cnatom- 
hooae, where I could superintend the landing of the stms and 
their proper, distribution. I had brought out from New Tork 
twenty thousand dollars commissary funds, and eight thousand 
dollars quartermaster funds, and as the ship contained about 
six months' supply of provisions, also a saw-mill, grist-mill, and 
almost every thing needed, we were soon established comfort- 
ably. We found the people of Monterey a mixed set of Ameri- 
cans, native Mexicans, and Indians, about one thousand all 
told. Thej were kind and pleasant, and seemed to have noth- 
ing to do, except such as owned ranches in the country for the 
rearing of horses and cattle. Ilorses could be bought at any 
price from four dollars up to sixteen, but no horse was ever 
valued above a doubloon or Mexican ounce (sixteen dollars). 
Cattle cost eight dollars fifty cents for the best, and this made 
beef net about two cents a pound, but at that time nobody 
bought beef by the iK)und, but by the carcass. 

Game of all kinds— elk, doer, wild geese, and duckii — waa 
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•bnncUat; but coffee, ragv, sad Bmall Btoresi wm nue and 

costly. 

There were some half-dosen ahops or stores, but their shelye* 
were empty. The people were veiy fond of riding, dancings 
and of shows of any kind. The young fellows took great d^ 
light in ahowing of! their horsemanahip^ and would dash along, 
picking np a half-dollar from the ground, stop their horsea in 
f oU career and torn about on the space of a bullock's hide, and 
their skill with the lasso was certainly wonderfuL At full 
speed they oonld cast their lasso abont the homa of a bnll, or ic^ 
throw it aa to catch any particQlar foot These fellows wonld 
work all day on horsehaek in driving cattle or catching wild* 
liorNB for a mere nothing, but all the money offered would not 
have hired one of them to walk a mile. Tb% girls were veiy 
fond of dancing, and they did dance graoefolly and welL Every 
Snnday, regularly, we had a haiUf or dance^ and sometimea in* 
terspersed through the weeL 

I remember very well, soon after our arrival, that we were 
all invited to witness a play called " Adam and Eve." Eve wae 
personated by a pretty young girl known as Dolores Gome^ who, * 
however, was dressed veiy unlike Eve, for she was covered with 
a petticoat and spangles. Adam was personated by her bretlier 

, the same who has since become somewhat famoua aa 

the person on whom ia founded the McGkurrshan claim. Gk>d 
Almighty was personated, and heaven's occupants seemed very 
human. Yet the play was pretty, interesting, and elicited uni> 
verssl applause. AU the month of February we were by day pro* 
paring for our long stay in the country, and at night making the 
most of the balls and parties of the moat primitive kind, picking 
up a smattering of Spanish, and extending our aoquaintanoe 
with the people and the eotiumbrtt del j>ad». I esa wsQ 
recall that Ord and I, impatient to look inland, got permisnon 
and started for the Mission of San Juan Bautista. Mounted on 
horses, and with our carbines, we took the road by El Toro, quite 
a prominent hill, around which passes the road to the south, 
following the Salinas or Monterey River. After about twenty 
miles over a 6andy country covered with oak-bushes and scrubs 
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we entered quite a pretty valley in which there wm a ranch al 
the foot of the Toro. Besting there a while and getting some in- 
fonnation, we again started in the direction of a monntain to tiie 
north of the Salinas, called the Gavillano. It was qnito dark 
when we reached the Salinas River, which we attempted to pass 
at sereral points, hut found it foil of water, and the quicksands 
were had. Hearing the hark of a dog, we changed our oonrse 
in that direction, and, on hailing, were anewered by Toioes 
which directed us where to cross. Our knowledge of the lan- 
guage was limited, but we managed to understand, and to flounder 
through the sand and water, and reached a small adobe-house on 
the banks of the Salinas, where we spent the night. The house 
Vci8 a single room, without floor or glass; only a rude door, 
and window with bars. Not a particle of food but meat, yet 
the man and woman entertained ua with the language of lords 
put themselves, their house, and every thing, at our " disposi- 
tion," and made little barefoot children dance for our entertain- 
ment. We made our supper of beef, and slept on a bullock's 
hide on the dirt-floor. In the morning wo crossed the Salinas 
Plain, about fifteen miles of level ground, taking a shot occa- 
sionally at wild-geese, which abounded there, and entering the 
well-wooded valley that comes out from the foot of the Gavil- 
lano. AVe had cruised about all day, and it was almost dark 
when we reached the hou^e of a Senor Gomez, father of thoso 
who at Monterey had performed the parts of Adam and Eve. 
His house was a two-story adobe, and hud a fence in front It 
was situated well up among the foot-hills of the Gavillano, and 
could not bo seen until witliin a few yards. We hitched our 
horses to the fence and went in just as Gomez was about to sit 
down to a tempting supper of stewed hare and tortillas. We 
were officers and oabaUeras and could not be ignored. After 
towimg our horses to grass, at his invitation we joined him at 
supper. The allowance, though ample for one^ was rather short 
for three^ and I thought the Spanish grandiloquent politeness 
of Gomez, who was fat and old, was not over-cordiaL How- 
ever, down we sat, and I was helped to a dish of rabbit, with 
what I thong^t to be an abundant sance of tomato. Taldng a 

4 
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good moathf ul, I felt as tliougb I had taken Uqidd fire ; the 
tomato was duUo cdUnvdo^ or red pepper, of the purest kind. 
It nearly killed lae, and I saw Gomez's ejes twinkle^ for he saw 
that his share of supper was increased. I contented myself 
with bits of the meat, and an abundant supply of tortiUaa, 
Ord was better case-hardened, and stood it better. We staid at 
Gomez's that night, sleeping, as all did, on the ground, and the 
next morning we crossed the hill by the bridle-path to the old 
Mis.siou of San Juau Bautista. The Mission was in a beautiful 
valley, very level, and bounded on all sides by hills. The plain 
wiifl covered with wild-grasses and mustard, aud had abundant 
water. Cattle and horses were seen in all directions, and it was 
manifest that the priests who lirst occupied the countiy were 
good judges of laud. It was Sunday, and all the people, about 
a huudred, had come to church from the couutry round about. 
Ord was somewhat of a Catholic, and entered the church with 
his clanking spurs and kneeled down, attracting the attention 
of all, fur he had on the uniform of an American officer. As 
soon {18 church was out, all rushed to the various sports. I saw 
the priest, with his gi'ay robes tucked up, playing at billiards, 
others were cock-fighting, aud some at liorsoracing. My hoi'se 
had become lame, and I resolved to buy another. As soon as it was 
known that I wanted a horse, several came for me, and rlisplayed 
their hoi-ses by dashing past and hauling them up short. There 
was a fine black stallion that attracted my notice, and, after 
trying hiui myself, I concluded a purchase. I left with the 
seller my <Avn lame horse, which he was to bring to me at Mon- 
terey, when I was to pay him ten dollars for tlie other. The 
Mission of San Juan bore the marks of high ])ros})erity at a for- 
mer period, and had a good pearorchard just under the plateau 
where stood the church. After spending the day, Ord and I 
returned to Monterey, about thirty-five miles, by a shorter ronto. 
Thus passed the month of Febmaryi and, though there were no 
mails Or regular expresses, we h^rd occasionally from Yerba 
Bnena and Sutter's Fort to the north, and from the army and 
navy about Los Angeles at the south. We also knew that a 
qnanelhad grown up at Los Angeles, between General Eeamayi 
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Colonel Fremont, and Commodore Stockton, as to the right to 
control affairs in Califoniia. Ivcaraey had with him oidy tli« 
fra^nneiits of tlie two companies of dragoons, which had come 
across from New Mexico with him, and had been handled very 
roughly by Don Andreas Pico, at San Pascnal, in which en- 
gagement Captains Moore and Jolmson, and Lieutenant Ham- 
mond, were killed, and Kearney himself woimded. There ro- 
mained with him Colonel Swords, quartennaster ; Captain II. S. 
Turner, First Dragoons; Captains Emory and Warner, Toi>o- 
graphieal Engineers ; Assistant Surgeon Gritlin, and Lieutenant 
J. W. Davidson. Fremont liad marciied down from the north 
with a battalion of volunteers; Commodore Stockton had 
marched up from San Diego to Los Angeles, with General 
Kearney, his dragoons, and a battalion of sailors and marines, 
and waa eoon joined there by Fremont, and they jointly received 
the surrender of the insurgents nnder Andreas Pico. We also 
knew tliat General K. B. Mason had bees ordered to California; 
that Oolonel John D. Stevenson was coming out to California 
with a regiment of New York Volunteers ; that Commodore 
Shnbrick had orders also from the Navy Department to control 
matters afloat; that General Kearney, by virtne of his rank, had 
the Tigjtit to control all the land-forces in tiie service of the United 
States ; and that Fremont claimed the same right by virtue of a 
letter he had received from Colonel Benton, then a Senator, and 
a man of great influence with Polk's Administration. So that 
among the yonnger officere the qneiy was very natural, Who the 
devOisGoTemorof Oalifomiat'' One day I was on board 
Independence frigate, dining with the ward-room officere^ when 
awar-TesBel was reported in the offing, which in dne time waa 
made out to be the Cyane, Captain DnPont After dinner, we 
were all on deck, to watch the new arrival, l^e ships meaawhUe 
exchanging signkla, wMch were interpreted that General Eeamej 
waa on board. As the Cyane approached, a boat was sent to 
meet her, with Commodore Shnbrick's fiagoffioer, lieutenant 
Lewii^ to cany the usual messages, and to inyite General Keaniej 
to come on board the Independence as the guest of Commodore 
fih!ibriek. Quite a nomber of officers were on deck, among then 
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LienteiiAnts Wise, Montgomery Lewifl, William Glmpman, and 
othersi noted wits and wags of the narrj. In due time the CyaiM 
anchored close by, and our boat was seen returning with a stran- 
ger in the Btem-sheets, clothed in army-blue. As the boat came 
nearer, we saw that it was General Kearney with an old dragoon 
coat on, and an army-cap, to which the general had added the 
broad vwor, out from a full-dress hat, to shade his face and eyoa 
•gainst the glaring son of the Gila region. Chapman ez* 
daimed: Fellows, the problem is solved; there is the grand- 
▼iaier (Tisor) liy Q^--d I Mf is Governor of California.'' 

All hands reoeiyed the general with great heartiness, and he 
soon passed out of our sight into the eommodore's cabin. Be- 
tween Commodore Shnbrick and General Kearney existed irom 
that time forward the greatest harmony and good feeling and 
no forther trouble ejdsted as to the controlling power on the Pla- 
cifie coast General Kearney had dispatched from San Bi^ 
Lis quartermaster. Colonel Swords, to the Sandwich Islands, to 
purchase clothing and stores for his men, and had come np to 
Honterey, bringing with him Turner and Warner, leaving Emory 
and the company of dragoons below. He was ddighted to find 
A full strong company of artillery, subject to his orden^ well 
supplied with clothing and money in all respects, and, much to 
the diflgust of our Captain Tompkins, he took half of his oom- 
pany clothing and part of the money held by me for the relief 
of Ids worn-out and almost naked dragoons left behind at Los 
Angeles. In a few days he moved on shore, took up his quarters 
at Larkin*8 house, and established his head juurters, with Captain 
Turner as his adjutant-general. One day Turner and Warner were 
at my tent, and, seeing a store-l)ox full of socks, drawers, and calico 
flliirts, of which I had laid in a three years' supply, and of wliich 
they li.id none, made known to me their wants, and I told tbem 
to help themselves, which Turner and Warner did. The latter, 
however, insisted on payinf^ me the cost, and from that date to 
this Turner and I have heen close friends. Wanier, poor fellow, 
was afterward killed hy Indians. Thing^s gradually came into 
shape, a semi-monthly courier line was established from Yerba 
Bueua to San Diego, and we were thus ena jled to keep pace 
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with events throughout the conntiy. In March Stevcnson't 

regiment arrived. Colonel Mason also arrived by sea from 
Callao in the storcHship Erie, and P. St. George Cooke's bat- 
talion of Mormons reached San Luis Rey. A. J. Smith and 
George Stoncnian were with him, and were assigned to the com- 
pany of dragoons at Los Angeles. All these troops and the 
tiavy regarded General Kearney as the riglitful eommamler, 
though Fremont still remained at Los Angeles, styling himself as 
Governor, issuing orders and holding his hattalion of Califoniia 
Volunteers in apparent defiance of General Kearney. Colonel 
Mason and Major Turner were sent down by scii with a pay- 
master, with muster-rolls and orders to muster this battalion into 
the service of the United States, to j)ay and then to muster them 
out ; but on their reaching Los Angeles Fremont would not con- 
sent to it, and the controversy became so angry that a challenge 
was believed to have passed between Mason and Fremont, but 
the duel never came about. Turner rode up by laud in four or 
five days, and Fremont, becoming alanned, followed him, as we 
supposed, to overtake him, but he did not succeed. On Fre- 
mont's anival at Monterey, he camped in a tent about a mile oat 
of town and called on General Kearney, and it was reported that 
the latter threatened him very severely and ordered him back to 
Los Angeles immediately, to disband his volunteerB, and to ceaae 
the exercise of authority of anj kind in the country. FeeliDg a 
natural curiosity to see Fremont, who was then quite famous hy 
reason of his recent explorations and the still more reoent conflicts 
with Kearney and Mason, I rode out to his camp, and found him 
tn a conical tent with one Captain Owens, who was a mountain- 
eer, trapper, etc., but originally from ZanesviUe, Ohio. I spent 
an hour or so with Fremont in his tent, took some tea with him, 
snd ?eft, without being much impressed with him. In due time 
-Colonel Swords returned from the Sandwich Islands and le* 
liered me as quartermaster. Captain William G. Marcj, son of 
4he Secretaiy of War, had also come out in one of Stevenson's 
ships as an assistant commiassiy of subsistenoe, and was stationed 
al Honterqr and relieved me as oommissary, so that I reverted 
io the condition of a company-officer. While acting as a staff 
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officer I had lived at the custom-house in Monterey, but when 
relieved I took a tent in Hue with the other oompanj-ofiHoers QO 
the hill, where we had a mess. 

Stevenson's regiment reached San Francisco Bay early in 
March, 1847. Three companies were stationed at the Presidio 
finder Major James A. Ilardie; one company (Brackett's) at So- 
noma ; tliree, nnder Colonel Stevenson, at Monterey; and three^ 
under lieutenant-Colonel Burton, at Santa Barbara. One day 
I was down at the headquarters at Larldn'a house, when General 
Kearney remarked to me that he was going down toLoe Angeles 
in the ship Lexington, and wanted me to go along as his aide. 
Of course this was most agreeable to me. Two of Stevenaon't 
oompanics, with the liead(|u:irter8 and the oolonel, were to go 
also. They embarked, and early in May we sailed for San 
Pedro. Before embarking, the United States line-of-battle-ship 
Columbus had reached the coast from Ohina with Commodore 
Biddie, whose rank gaye him the supreme command of the nary 
on the coast. He was busy in calling in — ^''lasBOoing" — ^from 
the land-service the various naval officers who under Stockton 
had been doing all sorts of militaiy and dvil service on shore. 
Knowing that I was to go down tiie coast with General Keai^ 
ney, he sent for me and handed me two unsealed parcels ad- 
dressed to lieutenant Wilson, United States Navy, and Major 
Gillespie^ United States Marines, at Los Angeles. These were 
written orders pretty much in these words : ^ On receipt of this 
order you will repair a^ once on board the United States ship 
Lexington at San Pedro, and on reaching Monterey you will 
report to the undersigned. — Jambs Biddlb." Of course, I ex- 
ecuted my part to the letter, and these officers were duly laa> 
•ooed." We sailed down the coast with a fair wind, and anchored 
Inside the kelp, abreast of Johnson's house. Messages were forth- 
with dispatched up to Lob Angeles, twenty miles off, ao 1 prepa- 
rations for horses made for us to ride up. We landed, and, ae 
Kearney held to my arm in ascending the steep path up th* 
blu£f, he remarked to himself, rather than to me, that it was 
strange that Fremont did not want to return north by the Lex- 
ington on account of sea-sickness, but preferred to go by land 
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over five hundred mUes. Theyoonger offioen had been difloii8>> 
ing what the general woold do with iVemont, who waa aappoaed 

to be in a state of mutiny. Some thought he would be tried and 

shot, some that he would be carried back in irons; and all agreed 
that if any one else than Fremont had put on such airs, and had 
acted :is he had done, Kearney would have shown him no mercy, 
for he was regarded as the strictest sort of a disciplinarian. We 
had a plea&mt rido across the plain which lies between the seiv- 
ihore and Los Angeles, wliich we reached in about three hours, 
the infantry following on foot. We found Colonel 1*. St. 
G^eorge Cooke living at the house of a Mr. Prj'or, and the com- 
pany of dragoons, with A. J. Smith, Davidson, Stoneman, and 
Dr. Gritlin, quartered in an adobe-house close by. Fremont held 
his court in the only two-story fnune-houso in the place. After 
Bome time spent at Fryer's house, General Kearney ordered me to 
call on Fremont to notifv him of his arrival, and that he desired 
to see him. I walked round to the house which had been pointed 
out to me as his, inquired of a man at the door if the colonel 
was in, was answered " Yes," and was conducted to a largo room 
on the second floor, where very soon Fremont came in, and I 
deUvered ray message. As I was on the point of leaving, he in- 
quired where I was going to, and I answered that I was going 
back to Pry or' 8 house, where the general waa, when he remarked 
that if I would wait a moment he would go along. Of couiae 
I waited, and he soon joined me, dressed much as a Califomiany 
with the peculiar high, broad-brimmed hat, with a fancy cord, 
and we walked together back to Pryor's, where I left him with 
General Keamej. We spent several days very pleasantly at 
Los Angeles, then, as now, the chief pueblo of the south, famoua 
for its grapes, fruits, and wines. There was a hill close to the 
town, from which we had a perfect view of the place. The sor- 
rounding oonntiy ia level, utterly devoid of trees, except the 
willows and ootton-woods that line the Los Angeles Oreek and 
the acequiasy or ditches, which lead from it The space of gronnd 
eoltiyated in vineyards seemed about five miles hy one, emhiao- 
' ing the town. Eveiy house had ita indoaore of vineyard, which 
fsaembled a ndniature orchard, the vines heing veiy old, ranged 
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in rows, trimmed very close, with irrigating ditdioB so amngod 
that a Btrcain of water could be diverted between eacb row of ' 
vinee. The Los Angeles and San Gabriel RiveiB are fed bj 
melting snowB from a range of mountains to the east, and the 
quantity of cultivated land depends upon the amount of water. 
This did not seem to be veiy huge ; but the San Qabriel Biver, 
dose by, was represented to contain a laiger yolnme of wateri 
affording the means of greatly enlarging the qpaoe for cnltivatioiL 
The climate was so moderate that oranges, figSy pomegranates, 
ete., were generally to be found in eveiy yard or indosure. 

At the time of our visit, General Keamej was making his 
preparations to return overland to the United States, and h» 
arranged to secure a volunteer escort out of the battalion of 
Mormons that was then stationed at San Luis Beiy, under Oolond 
Cooke and a Major Hunt This battalion was only enlisted for 
one year, and the time for thdr dischaige was approadiiug, and 
it was generally undeistood that the majority of the men wanted 
to be dischaiged so as to join the Mormons who had halted at 
Salt Lake^ but a lieutenant and about forty men volunteered to 
return to Missouri as the escort of General Kearney. These 
were mounted on mules and horses, and I wis appointed to eon* 
duet them to Monterey by land. Leaving the party at Los 
Angeles to follow by sea in the Lexington, I started with the 
Mormon detachment and traveled by land. We averaged about 
thirty miles a day, stopped one day at Santa Barl)ara, where I 
saw Colonel Burton, and so on bv the usually traveled road to 
Monterey, reaching it in about fifteen dayt*, arriving some days 
in advance of the Lexin<rton. This crave me the be^^t kind of an 
opi)ortunity for seeing the country, which was very gparsely pop- 
ulated indeed, except by a few families at the various Missions. 
"NVe had no wheelerl vehicles, ])ut packed our food and clothing 
on nmles driven ahead, and we slept on the ground in the open 
air, the rainy season liaving pas.-^ed. PVemont followed me by 
land in a few days, and, by the end of May, General Kearney 
was all rcarly at Monterey to take his departure, leaving tc 
succeed him in command (.'olonel K. B. Mason, First Dragoons^ 
Oiir Ca]>tain (Tompkins), too, had become discontented at his 
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Mptntioii from liis famOj, tendered hk resigiiation to G(enen] 
Eeamej, and ayaSed hinuidf of a aailing^TesBel bound for Oallao 
to reach the East Colonel Kason aeleeted me aa liia adjutant- 
general ; and on the Terj last day of Maj General Kearney, with 
hj8 Mormon escort, with Colonel Cooke^ Colonel Swordi 
(qnartennaster), Captain Turner, and a naval officer, Captain 
Badford, took his departnrB for the East overlaud, leaving na 
in fall possession of Cslifomia and its fate. Fremont also left 
Oilifomia with General Kearney, and with him departed all 
cause of confusion and disorder in the country. From that time 
forth no one ooold dispute the authority of Colonel Mason as in 
command of all the United States forces on shore, while the 
senior naval officer had a like control afloat. This was Com- 
modore James Biddle, who had reached the station from China 
in the Columbus, and lie in turn was succeeded by Commodore 
T. Ap Catesby Jones in the line-of-l^attle-sliip Ohio. At that 
time Monterey was our lieadquarters, and the naval commander 
for a time remained there, but sub8c<^uently »Sau Fitmcibco Bay 
became the chief naval rendczvnu!^. 

Colonel R. B. Mason, First Dragoons, M as an oflicer of greal 
experience, of stem character, deemed by some harsh and severe, 
bnt in all mv intercourse with him he was kind and a«];reeable. 
He had a large fund of good s^ense, and, during our long period 
of service together, I enjoyed his unlimited contidence. lie 
had been in his day a splendid shot and hunter, and often enter- 
tained me with cliaracteristic anecdotes of Taylor, Twiggs, 
Worth, Harney, Martin Scott, etc., etc , who were then in 
Mexico, gaining a national fame. California had settled down 
to a condition of absolute repose, and we naturally repined at our 
fate in being so remote from the war in Mexico, where our com- 
rades were reaping large honors. Mason dwelt in a house not 
far from the Custom-IIousc, with Captain Lanman, United State* 
Navy; I had a small adobe-house back of Larkin's. llalleck 
and Dr. Murray had a small log-house not far off. The company 
of artillery was still on the hill, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Ord, engaged in building a fort whereon to mount the 
gnna we had brought out in the Lexington, and also in ooa* 
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stnictiug quarters out of hewn pine-logs for the men. laenten* 
mt Minor, a very dever young officer, had taken violently aidE 
and died abont the time I got hack from Loa Angeles, leaving 
DentenantB Ord and Loeeer alone with the eompanj, with As* 
cistant^Snrgeon Bobert Monmy. Captain William G. Maro|y 
was the quartermaster and oommlaiary. Kaglee'a company of 
Btevenson's regiment had been moonted and was sent ont 
against the Indians in the San Joaquin Valley, and Shannon's 
comj)aiiy occupied the barracks. Shortly after General Kearney 
had gone East, wo found an order of his on record, removing one 
Mr. Xash, the Alcalde of Sonoma, and appointing to his place 
ex-Govenior L. W. Boggs. A letter came to Colonel and Gov 
eruor Mason from Boggs, whom ho had personally known in 
Missouri, complaining that, though he had been appointed 
alcalde, the then incumbent (Nash) utterly denied Kearney's 
right to remove him, bec<iuse he had been elected by the peo- 
ple under the proclamation of Commodore Sloat, and refused to 
surrender his office or to account for his acta as alaikle. Such 
a proclamation had been made bv Conimo^love Sloat shortly 
after the Hrst occupation of California, announcing that the 
people were free and enlightened Anu^rican citizens, entitled to 
all the rit^lits and privileges as such, and among them the right 
to elect their own officers, etc. The people of Sonoma town and 
valley, some forty or fifty immigrants from the United States, 
and very few native Calif oniians, had elected Mr. Nash, and, as 
stated, he refused to recognize the right of a mere military 
commander to eject him and to appoint another to his place. 
Neither General Keaniey nor ^lason had much respect for this 
kind of " bimcombe," but assumed the true doctrine that Cali- 
fornia was yet a Mexican province, held by right of conquest, 
that the military commander was held responsible to the coun- 
try, and that the province should be held in statu quo until a 
treaty of peace. This letter of Boggs waa therefore referred to 
Captain Brackett, whose company was stationed at Sonoma, with 
orders to notify Nash that Boggs was the rightful alcalde ; that 
he must quietly surrender his office, with the books and records 
thereof, and that he mnst acoomit for any numflys received 
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from the sale of to^vn-lot«, etc., etc. ; and in the event of refiifial 
he (Captain Erackctt) must compel him by the use of force. 
In due time we got Brackett's answer, s^iyinp^ that the little 
community of Sonoma was in a dangerous state of eilervescence 
caused by his orders ; that Nash was backed by most of the 
Americans there who had come across from Missouri with 
American ideas; that as he (Erackett) was a yolonteer offi 
cer, likely to be aoon diachiirged, and as he designed to settle 
there, he asked in consequence to be excused from the exeoa- 
tion of this (to him) unpleasant duty. Such a request, com* 
ing to an old soldier like Colonel Mason, aroused his wrath, 
and he wonld have proceeded rbugh-^hod against Erackett, who, 
by-the-way, was a West Point graduate, and ought to have 
known better ; but I suggested to the colonel that, the case being 
a test one, he had better send me np to Sonoma, and I would 
settle it quick enough. He then gave me an order to go to 
Sonoma to cany out the inatructiona already given to Brackets 
I took one soldier with me, Private Barnes, with four 
horses, two of which we rode^ and the other two we drove 
ahead. The first day we reached GKlroy's and camped by a 
stream near three or four adobe-hnta known as Gilroy's ranch* 
The next day we passed Murphy's, San Jos^ and Santa 
CQara IGssion, camping some four miles beyond, where a kind 
of hole had been dug in the ground for water. The whole of 
this distance, now so beautifully improved and settled, was 
then scarcely occupied, except by poor ranches producing 
horses and cattle. The jnteNo of San Joe6 was a string of low 
adobe-houses festooned with red peppers and garlic; and the 
Mission of Santa Olara was a dilapidated concern, with its 
diurch and orchard. The long line of poplar-trees lining the 
foad from San Jos6 to Santa CHara bespoke a former period 
when the priests had raled the land. Just about dark I was 
lyin<^^ on the ground near the well, and my soldier Barnes had 
watered our horses and picketed them to grass, when we heard 
a horse crushing his way through the high mustard-bushes 
which filled the plain, and soon a man came to us to inquire if 
we had seen a saddle-horse pass up the road. We explained to 
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him what we liad heard, and he went off in pursuit of hii 
horse. Before dark he came back unsuccesBful, and gave hia 
name as Bidwell, tlic same gentleman who lias since been a 
member of Congress, who is married to Miss Kennedy, of 
Washington City, and now lives in princely style at Cbico, 
California. 

lie explained that lie was a surveyor, and had been in th« 
lower country engaged in surveying land ; that the horse had 
escaped him witli his saddle-bags containing all his notes and 
papers, and some six hundred dollars in money, all the money 
he had earned. He spent the night with us on the ground, 
and the next morning we left him there to continue the search 
for his horse, and I afterward heard that he had found hia 
eaddle-hags all right, but never recovered the horee. The next 
day toward night we approached the Mission of San Francisco, 
and the village of Yerha lUiena, tired and weary — the wind as 
usual blowing a ])erfect hurricane, and a more desolate region 
it was impossible to conceive of. Leaving Barnes to work hii 
way into the town as best he could with the tired animals, I 
took the freshest horse and rode forward. 1 fell in with Lien- 
tenant FabiuB Stanley, United States Navy, and we rode into 
Yerbs Baena together about an hour before sundown, there b©» 
ing nothing but a path from the Mission into the town, deep 
and heavy with drift-sand. My horse could hardly drag one 
foot after the other when we reached the old Hudson Bay 
Company's house, which was then the store of Howard and 
Melius. There 1 learned where Captain Folsom, the quarter- 
master, was to be found. He was staying with a family of tha 
name of Grimes, who had a small house back of Howard's store, 
wlueh must have been near wlim Sacramento Street mm 
eroBses Kearney* Folsom waa a classmate of mine, had ooma 
out with Stevenson's regiment as quartermaster, and was at the 
time the chief -quartermaster of the department His office was 
in the old custom-house standing at the northwest comer of the 
Placa. He had lured two warehouses, the only ones diere at 
the time^ of one liedsdorff, the principal man of Yerfaa Boena, 
wbo aka owned the only pnblio-house, or taveint called the 
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City Hotel, on Kearaey Street, at the southeast corner of the 
Placa. I stopped with FolBom at Mrs. Grimes's, and he sent mj 
horse, as also the otlier three when Barnes had got in al\er 
dark, to a corral where lie had a little barley, bat no hay. At 
that time nobody fed a horsey but he was uBually turned out to 
pick audi scanty grass as lie could find on the side-hills. The 
few government horses used in town were usually sent ont to 
the Presidio^ where the grass was somewhat better. At that 
time (Jnly, 1847), what Is now called San Francisco was called 
Terba Bnena. A nmval officer, Lientenant Washington A. 
fiardett, its first alcalde, had caused It to be surveyed and laid 
ont into blocks and lots, which were being sold at sixteen dol- 
lars a lot of fifty varaa square; the nnderstandlng being that 
no single person could purchase of the alcalde more than one 
in4ot of fifty varas, and one out-lot of a hundred varas. Fol- 
som, however, had got his dorks, orderlies, etc, to buy lots, 
and they, for a small consideration, conveyed them to him, so 
that he was nominally the owner of a good many lots. Lien- 
tenant Halleck had bought one of each kind, and so had War- 
ner. Many naval officers had also invested, and Captain Folsom 
advised me to buy some, but I ^t actually insulted that he 
should think me such a fool as to pay money for property in 
such a horrid place as Yerba Bnena, especially ri<Ucnling his 
quarter of the city, then called Happy Valley. At that day 
Montgomery Street was, as now, the business street, extending 
finom Jackson to Sacramento, the water of the bay leaving 
barely room for a few houses on its east side, and the pnhlio 
warehouses were on a sandy beach about where the Bank of 
California now stands, viz., near tlie intersection of Sansome 
and Califijrni:\ Streets. Aluni^ Muiitf^omery Street were tlio 
stores of Uow.'ird Melius, Frank Ward, Sherman & Ruckcl, 
Rosd Co., and it may be one or two others. Around the 
Plaza were a few houses, among them the City Hotel and the 
Custom-IIouse, single-story adobes with tiled roofs, and they 
were by fur the most substantial and best houses in the placet 
The population was estimated at about four hundred, of whom 
Kanakas (natives of the Sandwich Islands) formed the bulk. 
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At the foot of Clay Street was a small wharf which small boat! 
could reach at high tide; but the principal landing-place wai 
where eome ttones had fallen into the water, about where 
Broadway now intereects Battery Street. On the steep bluil 
above had been ezcayated, by the nayy, during the year before, 
a bench, wherein were mounted a couple of Dayy-gnns, styled 
fh^' hattery^ wliich, I suppose, ^xa name to the street. I ex- 
plained to Folsom the object of my visit, and learned from him 
that he had no boat in which to send me to Sonoma, and that 
the only chance to get there was to borrow a boat from the 
nayy. The lineof-battle-ship Golumbns waa then lying at 
anchor off the town, and he said if I would get np early tha 
next morning I conld go ofiE to her in one of the morte-boata. 

Accordmgly, I waa np bright and eaily, down at the whar( 
found a boat, and went off to the Columbua to see Commodore 
Biddle. On reaching the ahip and stating to the oflbser of the 
deck my busineBS, I was shown into the oonmiodore^s cabin, and 
soon made known to him my object Biddle was a small-sized 
man, but vivacious in the eztrema He had a perfect contempt 
fi>r all humbugs and at once entered into the business with ez* 
treme alacrity. I was somewhat amused at the importance he 
attached to the step. He had a chaplain, and a private seere* 
tary, in a small room ktticed off from his cabin, and he fint 
called on them to go out, and, when we were alone, he en* 
laiged on the folly of Sloat's prodamation, giving the people 
the right to elect th^ own officers, and commended Kear* 
ney and Mason for nipping that idee in the bud, and keep- 
ing the power in th^ own hands. He then sent for the firrt 
lieutenant (Drayton), and inquired if there were among the 
oflicers on board any who had ever been in the Upper Bay, and 
learning that there was a midshipman (Whittaker) he was sent 
for. It BO happened that this mid8lii])man had been on a frolic 
on shore a few nights before, and was accordingly much friglit* 
ened when summoned into tlie commodore's presence, but aa 
soon as he was questioned as to his knowledge of the bay, he wai 
sensibly relieved, and ]>rofessed to know every thing about it. 

Accordingly, the long-boat was ordered with this midiihip> 
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aum and ei^t BaHon^ prepared with water and proyiaioiiB for 
aareral daja^ abeenoe. Biddle then asked me if I knew any of 
Ilia own offieerB, and which one of them I would prefer to a» 
company me. I knew moft of them, and we settled down on 
LonisHcXane. He was sent for, and it waa settled thatMel^iio 
and I were to oondnct this in^artmi mission, and the commo- 
dore enjoined on ns complete seereccy, so as to insure soccess^ 
and he espedallj oantioned na against being pumped bj his 
ward>room offioei% CShapman, Lewis, Wise, etc^ while on board 
hia aiiip. With thia injnnction I was dismiawMi to the ward- 
room, where I fonnd Chapman, Lewis, and Wise^ dreadfolly «> 
ercised at onr profonnd secrecy. The fact that HcLsne uid I 
had been doseted with the commodore for an honr, that orders 
for the boat and stone had been made, that the chaplain and 
clerk had been sent ont of the cabin, etc., etc., all ezdted their 
curiosity ; bnt McLane and I keptonr secret welL The general 
impression was^ that we had some knowledge about the fate of 
Captain Montgomery's two sons and the crew that had been lost 
the year before. Li 1846 Captain Hontgomeiy commanded at 
Ferba Buena, on board the St Mary sloop-of-war, and he had 
a detachment of men stationed np at Sonoma. Occasionally a 
boat was sent np with provisions or intellif^ence to them. Mont- 
gomery bad two sons on board bis &bip, uiie a midtibipman, the 
other his secretary. Having ocwision to send some money up 
to Sonoma, be sent bis two sons witli a good boat and crew. 
Tlie boat started with a strong breeze and a very large Bail, wai 
watched from the deck until she was out of sight, and has never 
been heard of since. There was, of course, much specnlation 
as to their fate, some contending that the boat must liave been 
capsized in San Pablo Bay, and that all were lost; others con- 
tending that the crew had murdered the officers for the money, 
and then escaped ; but, so far as I know, not a man of that crew 
has ever been seen or heard of since. Wlien at last the boat 
was ready for us, we started, leavnng all hands, save the commo- 
dore, impressed with the belief that we were going on some er- 
rand connected with the loss of the missing boat and crew of 
the St. Mary. We sailed directly north, up the bay and across 
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Ban Pablo, reached the mouth of Sonoma Creek about dark, and 
during tlie itiirlit worked up the creek some twelve miles bv 
means of the tide, to a landing called the Emharoadero, To 
maintain the secrecy which the commodore had enjoined on as, 
McLane and I agreed to keep up the delusion 1^ pretending to . 
be on a marketing expedition to pick up chickens, pigs, ete., for 
the mess of the Columbusi soon to depart for home. 

Leaving the midshipman and four sailors to guard the boat, 
we started on foot with the other four for Sonoma Town, which 
weaoon learhed. It was a simple open Fqnaro, around which 
were some adobe-honaea, that of General Ysllejo occupying on* 
aide. On another was an unfinished two^tory adobe building, 
occupied as a barrack by Brackett's company. We soon found 
Oaptaan Brackett, and I told him that I intended to take Naah a 
prisoner and convey him back to Monterey to answer for his 
mutinous behavior. 1 got an old seigeant of his company, whom 
I had known in the Third Artillery, quietly to ascertain tht 
whereabouts of Nash, who was a badhelor, stopping witih the 
&mily of a lawyer named Green. The seigeant soon letomed, 
saying that Nadi had gone over to Napa, but would be back 
that evening; so McLane and I went up to a farm of some ]^ 
tensions, occupied by one Andreas Hoepner, with a pretty Siika 
wife, who lived a couple of miles above Sonoma, and we bought 
of him some chickens, pigs, etc We then visited Gk>v6nior 
Bogga^s family and that of General Tallejo, who was then, as 
now, one of tiie most prominent and influential natives of Cali- 
fornia. About dark I leamed that Nash had come back, and 
then, giving Brackett orders to have a cart ready at the comer 
of the plaza, McLane and I went to the house of Green. Poet- 
Ing an armed sailor on each side of the house, we knocked at the 
door and walked in. We found Green, Nash, and two women, 
at 6ii|>]>er. I inquired if Nash were in, and was first answered 

No," but one of the women soon pointed to him, and he rose. 
We were armed with pistols, and the family was evidently 
alarmed. I walked up to him and took his ann, and told him 
to come along with me. lie asked me, " "Wliero?" and I said, 

Monterey." ** Why i " I woidd explain that more at leisure* 
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Green put himself between me and the door, and demanded, in 
thettrical style, why I dared arrest a pencealile citizen in hia 
honse. I dniplj pointed to mj pistol, and told him to get oot 
of the way, wliich he did. Naah asked to get •^oine clothingi but 
I told him he should want for nothing. We passed out, Qreen 
following us with loud words, which faronght the four sailon to 
the frontKloor, when J told him to hnah op or I wonld tftlrfthlm 
prisoner also. About that time <me of the flailorsi huHKwg hia 
pistol cardesal J, diachaiged it, and Green disappeared rery nd- 
denl J* We took Kaah to the cart, put him in, and proceeded 
back to our boat The next morning we were gone. 

Naah being out of the way, Boggs entered on hia office^ and 
the right to appoint or remove from dWl oflice was new agvn 
questioned in Oalif omia during the militaiy rSgime, Kaah waa 
an old man, and waa veiy much ahumed for his perMmal safoty. 
He had come acrosa the Plains, and had new yet seen the sea. 
While on our way down the bay, I explained fully to him the 
state of things in Oalif omia, and he admitted he had nerer looked 
on it in that light before, and professed a willingness to surrendff' 
hia office ; but, ba\1ng gone so ftr, I thought it best to take him 
to Monterey. On our way down the bay the wind was so strong, 
18 we approached the Oolumbus, that we had to take refuge bo- 
hind Terba Bnena Island, then called Goat Island, where we 
landed, and I killed a gray seaL The next morning, the wind 
beiiii? comparatively light, we got out and worked our way 
up to the Columbus, where I left my prisoner on board, and 
went on shore to find Commodore Biddle, who had gone to 
dine with Frank Ward. I found him there, and committed 
Kash to his charge, with the request that he would send him 
down to Monterey, which he did in the sloop-of-war Dale, Cap- 
tain Selfridge commanding. T then returned to Monterey by 
■ land, and, when the Dale arrived. Colonel Mason and I went on 
board, found poor old ^Mr. Nash half dead with sea sickness and 
fear, lest Colonel Mason would treat him with extreme military 
rigor. Viut, on the contrary, tlie colonel spoke to him kindly, 
released him as a prisoner on his promise to go buck to Sono- 
ma, surrender his office to Bogge, and acooant to him for his 
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•cte while in office. He afterward came on Bhore, was provided 
with clothing and a horse, rotunied to Souomii, and I never have 
Been him since. 

Matters and things settled down in Upper California, and 
all moved along with peace and liarnYDny. The war still con- 
tinued in Mexico, and the navy authorities resolved to employ 
tlieir time with tlie capture of Mazatlan and Guaymas. Ix)wer 
California had already liccn occupied hy two companies of Ste- 
venson's regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Burton, who had 
taken post at La Paz, and a small party of sailors was on shore 
at San Josef, near Cape San Lucas, detached from tlie Lexington, 
Lieutenant-Commander Bailey. The orders for this occupation 
were made hy General Kearney hefore he left, in pursuance 
of instructions from the War l)e]>:irtTnent, merely to suhserve a 
political end, for there were few or no ])CO{)le in Lower (.alifor- 
nia, which is a miserable, wretched, dried-up peninsula. 1 
remember the proclamation made by Burton and Ca])tain Bai- 
ley, in taking possession, which was in the usual florid style. 
Bailey signed his name as the senior naval officer at the station, 
but, as it was neoessary to put it into Spanish to reach the in- 
babitaatB of the newly-acquired country, it was interpreted, 
mas antigno de todoe los oficialcs do la marina," etc., which, 
literally, is the moat andeat of all the naval officers," etc., a 
translation at which we made some fun. 

The expedition to Mazatlan was, however, for a different 
purpose, viz,, to get possession of the ports of Mazatlan and 
Gnaymas, as a part of the war against Mexico^ and not for per- 
manent conquest. 

Commodore Shnbrick commanded this expedition, and took 
Halleck along as his engineer-officer. They captured Mazatlan 
and QuayinaSy and then called on Colonel Mason to send soldiers 
down to hold possession, hut he had none to spare, and it was 
found impossible to raise other volunteers either in California or 
Oregon, and the navy held these places by detachments of sail- 
on and marines till the end of the war. Burton also called for 
rofinforcements, and Naglee's company was scut to him from 
IContereyy and these three companies occupied Lower California 
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tl the end of Ihe Mexieaii War. Major Bardie still commanded 
at San Francisco and above ; Company F, Third Artillery, and 

Shannon's company of Yolonteera, were at Monterey ; Lippett*! 
company at Santa Barbara; Colonel Stevenson, ^vith one com- 
pany of his regiment, and the company of the First Dragoons, 
was at Los Aiigulci^ ; and a company of Mormons, reenlisted 
out of the ^lonnon Battalion, garrisoned San Uiego — and thus 
matters went along throughout 1847 into 1848. I had occasion 
to make several trips to Yerba Buena and back, and in the 
spring of 1848 Colonel Mason and I went down to Santa Bar- 
bara in the 8looj>-of-war Dale. 

I spent much time in hunting deer and bear in the mountains 
back of the Cannel Mission, and ducks and geese in the plains 
of the Salinas. As soon as the fall rains set in, the young oats 
would sprout up, and myriads of ducks, brant, aud j^eese, made 
their appearance. In a single day, or rather in the evening of 
one day and the morning of the next, I could loa<l a pack-mule 
with geese and ducks. They had grown somewhat wild from 
the increased number of hunters, yet, by marking well the place 
where a llock lighted, I could, by taking advantage of gullies 
or the shape of the ground, creep up within range; and, giving 
one barrel on the ground, and the other as they rose, I have 
secured as many as nine at one discharge. Colonel Mason 
on one occasion killed eleven geese by one discharge of small 
shot. The seasons in California are well marked. Abont 
October and November the rains begin, and the whole oonntry, 
plaina and mountains, becomes covered with a bright-green grass, 
with endless flowers. The intervals between the rains give the 
finert weather possible. These rains are less fitsquent in March, 
and cease altogether in April and May, when gradnaily the grass 
dies and the whole aspect of things changes, first to yellow, then 
to hrown, and by midsommer all is bnmt ap and dry aa an aah- 
heap. 

When General Kearney fint departed we took hia office at 
Laridn'a ; but shortly afterward we had a broad stairway con* 
stnicted to lead from the outaide to the npper front porch of 
the hairacka. By eattiiig a lai^ge door throogh the adobe-wall. 
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we made the upper room in the centre our office; end anoliier 

ride-room, connected with it hj a door, was Gdonel Maaon't 
private oflBce. 

I had a single clerk, a soldier named Baden ; and "William 
£. P. llurtnell, citizen, also had a table in the same room. lie 
was the government interpreter, and liad charge of the civil 
archives. After Halleck's retnrn from Mazathiii, he was, by 
Colonel Mason, made Secretary of State ; and he then had 
charge of the civil ardiivea, inchiding the land-titles, of which 
Fremont first had possession, but which had reverted to us when 
he left the country. 

I remember one day, in the spring of 1848, that two men, 
Americans, came into the office and inquired for the Governor. 
I asked their business, and one answered that they had just come 
down from Captain Sutter on special business, and they wanted 
to see Governor Mason in person. I took them in to the colo- 
nel, and left them together. After some time the colonel came 
to his door and called to me. I went in, and my attention was 
directed to a series of papers unfolded on his table, in which 
lay about half an ounce of ^?^a<^;'-gold. Mason said to me, 
"What is that?" I touched it and examined one or two of the 
larger peoefli and asked, " Is it gold ? " Mason asked me if I 
had ever seen native gold. I answered that, in 1844, I was 
in Upper Georgia, and there saw some native gold, but it was 
much finer than this, and tliat it was in phials, or in transparent 
quills ; but I said that, if this were gold, it could be easily tested, 
first, hy its malleability, and next by acids. I took a piece in 
my teeth, and the metallic lustre was perfect. T then called to 
the clerk, Baden, to bring an axe and hatchet from the back- 
yard. When these were brought, I took the largest piece and 
beat it ont flat, and beyond doubt it was metal, and a pure 
metal. StiU, we attaehed little importance to the fact, for gold 
was known to exist at San Fenumdo, at the south, and yet waa 
not considered of much value. 

Colonel Mason then handed me a letter from Oaptain Sntter, 
addnased to him, stating that be (Sutter) waa engaged in erecting 
a law-miU at Oolomay about forty milea up the American Foil^ 
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Above his fort at Kew HelTeti% for the geneial taiefit of die 
•etderB in that yicmity ; that he had ineaned oonflideniUe ex- 
pcnse, and wanted a *'pieSmption" to the qiuurteraection of 
land on which the mill was located, embracing tiie tail-iaoe 
in which this partionhur gold had been f onnd. Kaaon in- 
structed me to prepare a letter, in answer, for his aignatme. 
I wrote off a letter, reeiting that California was yet a Mexican 
province, bimply held by as as a conquest ; that no laws of the 
United States yet applied to it, much less the land laws or 
preemption laws, which could only ap])ly after a public Burvey. 
Therefore it was impo6?ible for the Governor to j>romise him 
(Sutter) a title to the land ; yet, as there were no settlenienU 
within forty miles, he was not likely to be disturbed by tre» 
p:LN<ors. Colonel Mason signed the letter, lianded it to one of 
the gentlemen who had brought the sample of gold, and they 
departed. 

That gold was the Jirst dificovered in the Sierra Nevada, 
which soon revolutionized the whole country, and actually moved 
the whole civilized world. About this time (May and June, 
1S48), far more importince was atUiched to quicksilver. One 
mine, the New Almaden, twelve miles south of San Jos^, was 
well known, and way in possest^ion of the agent of a Scotch gentle 
man named Forbes, who at tlie time was British consul at Tepic, 
Mexico. Mr. Forbes camo up from San Bias in a small brig, 
which proved to be a Mexican vessel ; tlie vessel was seized, 
condemned, and actually sold, but Forbes was wealthy, and 
bought her in. Ilis title to the quicksilver-mine was, however, 
never disputed, as he had bought it regularly, before our eon- 
quest of the country, from another British subject, also named 
Forbes, a resident of Santa Clara Mission, who had purchased 
it of the discoverer, a priest ; but the boundaries of the land 
attached to the mine were even then in dispute. Other men 
were in search of quicksilver ; and the whole range of moun- 
tains near the New Almaden mine was stained with the brilliant 
led of the sulphuret of mercury (dnnabar). A compan y eomi- 
posed of T. O. Larkin, J. B. Snyder, and others, among them 
out John Bimd (who waa qnito a character)^ also elaimed • 
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valuable mine near hj» Bicord was a lawyer from abont Bnl* 
f alo, and by 8ome meana bad got to tbe Sandwich latandsy wbm 
he became a great favorite of tbe king, Eamehameba ; waa bif 
attorney-general, and got into a difltolty witb the. Rev. Mr. 
Judd, who waa a kind of prime>miniater to bla majesty. One 
or the other bad to go, and Rioord left for San FVandsoo, where 
he arrived while Colonel Mason and I were Ibere on some bnai- 
ness connected with the customs. Rioord at once made a dead 
set at Mason with flattery, and all soils of spunous argnments, 
to convince him that our military government was too simple 
in its forms for the new ttatc of facts, and that he was the 
man to remodel it. 1 had lieard a good deal to his pi-ejudice, 
and did all I could to prevent Mason taking him into his 
confidence. We then started back for Monterey. Ricord wa« 
along, and night and day he wa« hai'})ing on his scheme ; but he 
disgusted Colonel Mason with his llattery, and, on reaching Mon- 
terey, he opened what he called a law-office, but there were 
neither courts nor clients, so necessity forced him to turn liii 
thoughts to something else, and quicksilver became his hobby. 
In the spring of 1848 an appeal came to our office from San 
Jos^, which compelled the Governor to go up in person. Lieu- 
tenant Loesor and I, with a couple of soldiers, went along. At 
San Jose the Governor held some kind of a court, in which 
Ricord and the alcalde had a warm dispute about a certain' 
mine which Ricord, as a member of the Lirkin Company, had 
opened within the limits claimed by the New Almaden Com- 
pany. On our way up we had visited the ground, and were 
therefore better prepared to underst^md the controversy. We 
had found at New Almaden Mr. Walkinshaw, a fine Scotch 
gentleman, the reaident agent of Mr. Forbes. He bad boilt in 
tbe valley, near a small stream, a few board-honaea, and some 
fonr or five furnaces for the distillation of tbe mercury. These 
were very simple in their structm^ being composed of whalers' 
kettles^ set in masonry. These kettles were filled with broken 
ore about the size of McAdam-stone, mingled witb lime. An- 
other kettle, reversed, formed tlie Hd, and tbe aeam was luted 
whb cUy. On applying beat, the mennugr waa TolatOiaed and 
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canied Into • ehmmey-stack, wbm it oondensed and flowod 
back into a reaeiToir, and then was led in pipes into another 
kettle ontflide. After witneesing this process, we Tiaited the 
mine itself, which oatcropped near the apex oi the hill, about a 
thousand feet above the furnaces. We found wagons hauling 
the mineral down the hill and returning euipty, and in the 
mines qoite a number of Sonora miners were blasting and driT 
iiig for the beautiful ore (cinnabar). It was then, and is now, a 
most valuable mine. The adit of the mine was at the apex of 
the hill, which drooped off to the north. We rode along this 
hill, and saw where many openings had been begun, but these, 
proving of little or no value, had been abandoned. Three niil^ 
beyond, on the wast face of the hill, we came to the opening 
of the " Larkin Company." There wag evidence of a good deal 
of Work, but the mine itself w.is lille<i up by what seemed a 
land slide. The question involved in the lawsiut before the 
alcalde at San Jose was, lirst, whether the mine wjw or was not 
on the land belonging to the New Almaden property ; and, next, 
whether tlie comj>any had complied with all the conditions of 
the mining laws of Mexico, which were construed to be still in 
force iji California. 

These laws required that any one who discovered a valuable 
mine on private land should firet lile with the akuilde, or judge 
of the district, a notice and claim for the benetits of such dis- 
covery ; then the mine was to be opened and foUovred for a 
distance of at lnn^t one himdred feet within a specified time, and 
the claimants must take out samples of the mineral and deposit 
the same with the alcalde, who was then required to inspect per- 
tonaUy the mine, to see that itfuliilled all the conditions of the 
Liw, before he could give a written title. In this case the 
alcalde had been to the mine and had poBsession of samples of 
the ore ; but, as the mouth of the mine waa dosed up, as alleged, 
from the act of God, by a hind-slide, it was contended by jEUcord 
and his associates that it was competent to prove bj good 
witnesses that the mine had been opened into the hill one 
hundred feet, and that, by no negligence of theirs, it bad caved 
in. UwaagenendljniidentoodthatBobeftJ.WalkWfUm^ 
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States Secretiiry of the Treasury, was then a partner in thia 
niiniiip^ company; and a vessel, the bark Gmy Eagle, was ready 
at SSan Francisco to sail for New York with the title-papers on 
which to base a joint-stock company for speculative uses. I 
think the alcalde was satisfied that the law had been complied 
with, that he had given the necessary pajiers, and, as at that 
time there was nothing developed to show fraud, the Governor 
(Mason) did not interfere. At that date there was no public 
house or tavern in San .Jos6 where we could stop, so we 
started toward Santa Cruz and encamped about ten miles out, 
to the west of the town, where we fell in with another party of 
explorers, of whom Kuckel, of San Francisco, was the head ; and 
after sup}>er, as we sat around the camp-iire, the conversation 
tunied on quicksilver in general, and the result of the contest in 
San Jose in particular. Mason was relating to Kuckel the points 
and the arguments of Kicord, that tlie company should not suffer 
from an act of God, viz., the caving in of the mouth of the mine, 
when a man named Cash, a fellow who had once been in the 
quartennaster's employ as a teamster, spoke np : " Governor 
MaflODy did Judge Kicord say thatT' "Yes," said tbe Qov- 
emor; and then Cash related how he and another man, whoae 
name he gave, had been employed by Rieord to undermine a 
heavy rock that rested above the mouth of the mine, so that it 
tumbled down, carrying with it a large quantity of earth, and 
eompletely filled it up, as we had seen; ''and," said Gash, **it 
took us three days of the hardest kind of work." This was the 
act of God, and on the papers procured from the alcalde at that 
time, I understand, was built a huge speculation, by whieh 
thouaanda of dollars changed hands in the United States and 
were lost. This happened long before the celebrated McGarra- 
han daim, wbieh has produced so much noise^ and which still ia 
being proeeented in the coorts and in Congress. 

On the next day we croased over the Santa Cms Mcmntainft. 
fnm which we had sublime views of the soeneiy, fint loolcbiig 
east toward the lower Bay of San Frandsoo, with the bri^ 
plaina of Santa Olara and San Joa^ and then to the west i^ob 
the ocean, the town of Monterey being Tiaibla djttf miles UL 
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If my memory b correct, we beheld from that momitaiii th« 
firing of a salute from the battery at Monterey, and counted the 
number of gwas from the white pufb of smoke, but could not 
hear the sound. That night we slept on piles of wheat in a 
mill at Soquel, near Santa Gnus, and, oar supplies bemg sihorti 1 
advised that we should make an early start next moniiiig, 80 ts 
to reach tlic ranch of Don Juan Antonio Yallejo, a particular 
fnend, who had a large and yalmible cattle-nnoh on the Pajato 
RiTer, about twenty miles on our way to Monterey. Accordingly, 
we were ofT by the first light of day, and by nine o'clock we had 
readied the ranch. It was on a hi|^ point of the plateau^ 
overlooking the plain of the Fajaro, on which were grazing 
nnmbers of horses and cattle. The house was of adobe, with ft 
long range of adobe-hnts occupied by the semHsivilized Indian^ 
who at that time did all the labor of ft raneh, the herding and 
marking of oftttle> breaking of hinaea^ and enltivfttUig the lit- 
tle pfttdies of wheftt ftnd Yegetftbles which oonstitated all the 
fanning of thftt day. Every thing about the house lodnd 
deserted, and, seeing a small Indian boy leaning np against a 
poet, I approached hhn and asked him in Spanish, ** Where ia the 
master!" Gone to the Presidio " (Monter^). <*Isanybodyin 
tfaehoose!" ^'No." Is it locked npf '"Tes." <<Isnoone 
about who can get int" ''No." "Have you any meatt** 
«'Ko." "Any floor or gndnf* "Ka** "Any ehiekenaf 
«No." "Any eggst" "No." "What do yon live ont»» 
" Ifada " (nothing). The utter indifference of this boj, and the 
tone of his answer " ISaiaJ* attracted the attention of Colonel 
Mason, who had been Ustoiing to our conversation, and who 
knew enon^ of Spanish to catoih the meaning, and he ezdaimed 
with some feeling, "So we get nodat for our breakfast" 1 
fdt mortified, for I had held out the })i >.-pectof a splendid 
breakfast uf meat and iortillcu with rice, chickens, eggs, etc., at 
the ranch of my friend Jos^ Antonio, as a justitication for 
taking the Governor, a man of gixty years of a^, more tlian 
twenty miles at a full canter for his breukfiiot. Hut there wag 
no help for it, and we accord ini^ly went a short distance tn a 
pond, where we unpacked our niuleA and made a sliiu breakfik^ 
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on Boiiie scraps of hard bread ami a bone of [>ork that remained 
in our alforjas. This was no uncommon thing in those days, 
when many a raiicfvero with liis eleven le:ii'ues of land, his 
hundreds of hoi*8ey and thousands of ciiftle, would receive ua 
with all the grautiiitxjiu nce of a S])anish lord, an<l confess that 
he had nothing in his Imuse tu eat except the carcass of a beef 
hung up, from which tiie stianger might cut and cook, without 
money or j)rice, what he needc<l. That niu'lit we slept on 
Salinas Plain, and the next morning reached ilouterey. All the 
missions and houses at that period were alive with fleas, which 
the natives locjked on as plejisiuit titillaturs, but they so tortured 
me that 1 always gave tliem a wide berth, and ele])t on a 
saddle-blanket, with the saddle for a pillow and the serap^^ or 
blanket, for a cover. We never feared rain except in winter. 
Ab tlie spring and summer of 184S advanced, the reports came 
faster and faster from the gold-mines at Sutter's saw-milL 
Stories reached us of fabulous discoveries, and spread throughout 
the laiuL Everybody was talking of Gold I gold 1 1 " until it 
assumed the character of a fever. Some of our soldiers began 
to desert ; citizens were fitting out trains of wagons and pack- 
mules to go to the mines. We heard of men earning fiftj, five 
hundred, and thousands of dollars per day, and for a time it 
seemed as though somebody would reach solid gold. Some of 
this gold began to come to Yerba Buena in trade, and to disturb the 
value of merchandise, particularly of mules, horses, tin pans, and 
articles used In mining. I of course could not escape the infeo> 
don, and at last convinced Colonel Mason that it was our duty to 
go i||Mmd see with our own eyes, that we might report the truth 
to our Government As yet we had no regular midl to any part 
of Hie United States, but mails had come to us at long interval^ 
around Gape Horn, and one or two overland. I well remember 
the first overland mail. It was brought by Kit Carson in 
laddle-bags from Taos in Kew Mexico. We heard of hia arrival 
at Los Angeles, and waited patiently for his arrival at head- 
quarters. His fame then was at its height, from the publiea- 
tion of Fremont's books, and I was very anxious to see a man 
who had aohiev«d nob feats of daring among tlw wild animals 
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of the Rocky Mountains, and still wilder Iiidiaurf of the Plains 
At last his arrival was reported at the tavern at Monterey, and 
I hurried to hunt him up. I cannot express my surprise at be- 
holding a small, 6too{>-Bhouldered man, with reddish hair, 
freckled face, soft blue eyes, and nothing to indicate extraor- 
dinary- courage or daring. He spoke but little, and answered 
questions in monosyllables. I asked for his mail, and he picked 
up his light eaddle-bags containing the L'leat overland mail, 
and we walked trtgcther to headquarters, where he delivered his 
parcel into Colonel Mason's own hands. He spent some days in 
Monterey, during which time we extracted with ditllculty some 
items of bis personal history. He was then by commission a 
heutenant in the regiment of Mounted liitles serving in Mexico 
under CJolonel Sumner, and, as he could not reach his regiment 
from California, Colonel Mason ordered that for a time he 
should be assigned to duty with A. J. Smith's company, Fint 
DragooDS, at Los Angelea. He remained at Los Angeles some 
ronths, and was then sent back to the United States with dis- 
patches, traveling two thousand milea almost alone, in prefer* 
ence to being encumbered by a large parfy. 

Toward the close of June, 1848, the gold-feyer being at its 
height, by Colonel Mason's orders I made preparations for hia 
trip to the newly-discovered gold-mines at Sutter's Fort I fle> 
leeted four good soldiers, with Aaron, Colonel Mason's black set^ 
▼ant, and a good outfit of horses and paek-mnlea, we started bj 
the nsoaUy traveled route for Yerba Bnena. There Captain Fol* 
8om and two citizens joined onr parly. The first difficulty was 
to cross the bay to Saueelito. Folsom, as quartermaster, had a 
lort of scow with a laige sail, with which to dischazge the car- 
goes of ships, that ooidd not come within a mile of tlie shoireL 
It took nearly the whole day to get the old scow up to the oafy 
wharf there, and then the water was lo shallow that the scow, 
with its load of horses, would not float at the first hl^ tide, but 
by infinite labor on the next tide she was got off and salely 
eroesed over to Saueelito. We followed in a more comfortabto 
■diooner. Haying safely landed our horses and mulei^ wt 
packed up and rode to Saa Bafael Minioiii stopping with Dm 
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TiinotLo Murphy. The next day's journey took us to Bodega, 
where lived a man named Stephen Smith, who li.id tlie only steam 
saw-mill in California. He had a Peruvian wife, and employed a 
Qumber of absolutely naked Indians in makini; adobes. We spent 
a day very pleasantly with him, and learned that he had come to 
California some years before, at the personal advice of Daniel 
Webster, who had informed him that sooner or later the United 
States would he in poimomBom of Oalifoniia» and that in oonse* 
quence it would become a great oountiy. From Bodega we tray- 
eled to Sonoma, by way of Petalnma, and spent a day with Gen- 
eral Yallejo. I had been there before, as related, in the b miiiioi 
of the alcalde Nash. From Sonoma we crossed over by w»j of 
Napa, Suisun, and Yaca's ranch, to the Pnta. In the rainy fleaaon, 
the plain between the Pnta and Sacramento Kivers ia impassable, 
but in July the waters dry up ; aitd we passed without trouble, by 
the trail for Sutter's Mnbairiadero* We reached the Sacramento 
Biver, then full of water, with a deep^ dear enrrent The only 
means of crossing over was by an Indian dugout eanoe. We be* 
gan by carrying across our padoB and saddles, and then om* people. 
When all things were ready, the horses were driven into the wa- 
ter,- one being guided ahead by a man in the canoe. Of oourse^ 
the horses and mules at first refused to take to the water, and 
it was nearly a day's work to get them across, and even then 
some of our animals after crossing escaped Into the woods and 
undeigrowth that lined the river, but we secured enough of 
them to reach Sutter's Fort, three miles back from the mnbat' 
caderOf where we encamped at the old dough, or pond, near 
the fort On application, Oaptain Sutter sent some Indians 
bade into the budies, who recovered and brought in all our 
animals. At that time there waa not the sign of a habitation 
there or thereabouts, except the fort, and an old adobe4iouie^ 
east of the fort, known as tiie hospitd. The fort itself was one 
of adobe-walls, about twenty feet high, rectangular in form, 
with two-story block-houses at diagonal comers. The entrance 
was by a large gate, open by day and closed at night, with two 
iron ship's g-nns near at hand. Inside there was a large house, 
with a good shinglo-roof, used as a storeiioufle, and all round the 
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walk were ranged rooms, the fort*waQ being the outer wall 
of the house. The inner wall also was of adobe. These rooms 
were used by Captain Sutter himself and bj his people. lie 
had a blacksiiiitli's shop, caryK'nter's 8hop, etc., and other rooms 
where the women made blankets. Sutter was monarch of all he 
surveyed, and had authority to inflict punishment even unto 
death, a power he did not fail to use. lie had horses, cattle, and 
sheep, and of these lie gave liberally and without price to all in 
need. He caused to be driven into our camp a beef and some 
sheep, which were slaughtered for our use. Already the gold- 
mines were beginning to be felt. Many people were then en- 
camped, 8ome going and some coming, all full of gold-stories, 
and each surpassing the other. We found preparations in prog* 
ress for celebrating the Fourth of July, then close at hand, and 
we agreed to remain over to assist on the oceasion ; of course, )>o- 
ing the high officials, we were the honored guests. Peoj)le came 
from a great distance to attend this celebration of the Fourth of 
July, and the tables were laid in the large room inside the store- 
house of the fort. A man of some note, named Sinclair, presided, 
and after a substantial meal and a reasonable supply of agvLW^ 
dienU we began the toasts. All that I remember is that Folsom 
and I spoke for our party ; others. Captain Sutter included, made 
speeches, and before the celebrati'>n was over Sutter WM enthu- 
siastic, and many others showed the etfecta of the O/guoitdiesnJbB, 
The next day (namely, July 5, 1848) we resumed our journey 
toward the nunesi and^ in twenty-fiye miles of as hot and dusty 
a ride as possible, we reached Mormon Island. I have hereto- 
Ibro stated that the gold was first found in the tail-race of the 
saw-mill at Coloma, forty miles above Sutter's Fort, or fifteen 
abore Mormon Island, in the bed of the American Fork of tho 
Saeramento Kiver. It seems that Sutter had employed an 
American named Marshall, a sort of millwright, to do this 
work for him, bat Marshali afterward claimed that in the mat- 
ter of the saw-mill they were copartners. At all events, Mar- 
ehall and the family of Mr. Wimmer were Hring at Ooloma, 
where the pine-trees afforded the best material for lumber. He 
bad under him four white men, Mormons, who bad been dts- 
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cbaiged from Cooke's battalion, and some Indiana. Hiaee irara 
angaged in hewing logs, building a mill-dam, and putting op a 
ww-milL Hanhall, aa tlie architect, had made the ^ tnb-whed," 
and had set it in motion, and had also fomiahed some of the 
rode partB of loachinerj nooooflmy for an oidinarj np-and-down 
aaw-inill. 

Labor waa very ecaroe^ expendye, and had to be economized. 
The mill waa bnilt oyer a dry channel of the riyer which waa 
calcnlated to be the tail-race. After ananging hie head-race, 
dam, and tyb^ehed^ he let on the water to test the goodness 
of his machinery. It worked yeiy well nntil it wsa found that 
the tail-race did not cany off the water fast enough, eo be put 
hit men to work in a rude way to dear out the tidl-Tace. They 
scratched a kind of ditch down the middle of the dry channel, 
throwing the coarser stones to one side ; then, letting on the 
water again, it would run with velocity down the channel, wash- 
ing away the dirt, tlius sanni? labor. Tliis course of action was 
repeated several times, acting exactly like the long Tom after- 
ward resorted to by the miners. As Marshall liimself was work 
ing in tliis ditch, he observed particles of yellow metal which 
he gathered up in his hand, when it seemed to have suddenly 
flashed across his mind that it was gold. After picking up about 
an ounce, ho hurried down to the fort to report to Captain 
Sutter his discovery. Captain Sutter himself related to me 
Marshall's account, saying that, as he sat in his room at the fort 
one day in Febniary or March, 1848, a knock was heard at his 
door, and he called out, " Come in." In walked Mai-shall, who 
was a half-crazy man at best, but then looked strangely wild. 
"What is the matter, Marshall ? " Marshall inquired if any one 
was within hearing, and began to peer about the room, and look 
under the bed, when Sutter, fearing that some calamity bad be 
fallen the party up at the sawmill, and that Mai*8hall was really 
crazy, began to make his way to the door, demanding of Mar- 
shall to explain what was the matter. At last he revealed his 
discovery, and laid before Captain Sutter the pellicles of gold 
he had picked up in the ditch. At first, Sutter attached little 
or no importance to the disooyeryt and told Marshall to go 
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back to the mill, and say nothinj? of what he had seen to Mr. 
Wiinincr. or aiij one else. Yet, as it might add value to the loca- 
tion, he dispatched to our headquarters at Monterey, as I have 
already related, tlie two men with a written application for a 
preemption to the quarter-section of land at Coloma. Marshall 
retarned to the mill, but could not keep out of his wonderful 
ditch, and by some means the other men employed there learned 
his secret. They then wanted to fj^ather the gold, and Marshall 
threatened to shoot them if they attempted it ; but these men 
had sense enough to know that if " placer "-gold existed at Co- 
loma, it would also be found farther down-stream, and they 
gradually "prospected" until they reached Mormon Island, 
fifteen miles below, where they discovered one of the richest 
placers on earth. These men revealed the fact to some other 
Monnons who were employed by Captain Sutter at a grist-mill 
he was building still lower dovm tlie American Fork, and six 
miles above his fort. All of them struck for higher wages, to 
which Sutter yielded, until they asked ten dollars a day, which 
he refnfiedy and the two mills on which he had speot so much 
oumflj were neyer built, and fell into decay. 

In my opinion, when the Mormons were driven from Nan- 
TOOy Illinois, in 1844, they cast about for a land where they 
would not be difltnrbed again, and fixed on California. In the 
year 1845 a ship, the Brooklyn, Bailed from New York for 
Oilifomia, with a colony of Mormons, of which Sam Brannan 
was the leader, and we found them there on our arrival in Jan- 
nary, 1847. When General Kearney, at Fort Leavenworth, was 
oolleeting volmiteeri early in 1846, for the Mexican War, he, 
thiongh the inBtmmentality of Captain James Allen, brother to 
onr qnartermaster, General Robert Allen, raised the battalion 
of Kormons at Eanesville, Iowa, now CSonndl BlnSs, on the ex* 
{ness understanding that it wonld facUitate their migration to 
Gslifonua. Bntwhen the Mormons readied Salt Lake, in 1846, 
they learned that they had been forestalled by the United States 
fofoes in Oalifornia, and they then determined to settle down 
where they were. Therefore, when this battalion of five com* 
panifls of HcfnuHit (nised bi Allen, who died on tbe way, and 
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was sncceeded bj Cooke) was discharged at Los AogeleSy Cali- 
fornia, in the early snmmer of 1847, most of the men went to 
their people at Salt Lake, with all the money received, as pay 
from the United States, invested in cattle and breeding-horses ; 
one company reenlisted for another year, and the remainder 
sought work in the country. As soon as the fame of the gold dis- 
covery spread through California, the Mormons naturally turned 
to Mormon Island, so that in July, 1848, we found about three 
hundred of them there at work. Sam Bnuman was on hand as 
the hl|^-prieBt» collecting the tithes. OUu-k, of Clark's Fdnt, 
an early pioneer, was there also, and nearly all the Mormons who 
had como out in the Brooklyn, or who had staid in California 
after the dischaige of their battalion, had collected there. I re- 
csU the scene as perfeedj to^j as though it were yesterday. 
In the midst of a broken country, aU parched and dried by the 
hot sun of -July, sparsely wooded with live-oaks and strsggling 
pines, lay the vidley of the American River, with its bold moun- 
tain-stream coming out of the Snowy Mountains to the east Ln 
this valley is a ^t, or gravel-bed, which in high water is an 
ishmd, or is overflown, but at the time of our visit was simply 
a level gravel-bed of the river. On its edges men were digging, 
end filling buckets with the finer earth and gravel, which was 
carried to a machine made like a baby's cradle, open at the foot, 
and at the head a plate of sheet-iron or ainc, punctured full 
of holes. On this metaUic plate was emptied the earth, and 
water was then poured on it from buckets, while one man diook 
the cradle with violent rocking by a handle. On the bottem 
were nailed cleats of wood. With this rude machine four men 
could earn from forty to one hundred dollars a day, averaging 
jtxteen dollars, or a gold ounce, per man per day. While the 
son blazed down on the heads of the miners with tropical heaty 
the water was bitter oold, and all hands were either standing Ji 
the water or had their clothes wet aU the time ; yet there were 
no complaints of rheumatism or cold. We madeM>nr camp on 
a small knoll, a little below the island, and from it could overlook 
the busy scene. A few bush-huts near by served as stores, board- 
ing-houses, and for sleeping ; but all hands slept on the ground, 
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with pine-leayes and blankets for bedding. Ai eoon as the newt 
spread that the Governor was there, persons came to see os, and 
volunteered all kinds of information, lUnstrating it by samples 
of the gold, which was of a uniform kind, " scale-gold," bright and 
beantifti). A laige variety, of every conceivable shape and form, 
was found in the smaller >^ulche8 round about, bnt the gold in 
the river-bed was uniformly " scale-gold." I remember that 
Mr. Clark was in camp, talking to Colonel Mason about matters 
»nd things generally, when he inquired, " Governor, what busi- 
ness lias Sam Brannan to collect the tithes here ? " Clnrk ad- 
riiitte<i that Brannan was the head of the Monnon cl.urch in 
California, and he was siinpiy (iucstiouing as to Brannan'i 
right, as high-priest, to compel the Monnons to pav him the 
regular tithes. Colonel Mason answered, " P>rannan has a per- 
fect right to collect the tax, if jou Mormons are fooU enough 
to pay it." " Then," said Clark, " I for one won't pay it any 
longer." Colonel Mason added : " Th'u h public land, and the 
gold is the property of the United States ; all of yon hero are 
trefi]^asscrB, but, as the Government is beiu'tited by your getting 
out the gold, 1 do not intend to interfere." 1 uiulerritood, 
afterward, that from that time the payment of the tithes 
ceased, but Brannan had already collected enough money where- 
with to hire Sutter's hospital, and to o])en a store there, in 
which he made more money than any merchant in California, 
durinsr that summer and fall. The understand ini; was, that the 
money collected by him as tithes was the foundation of his for- 
tune, which is still very large in San Francisco. That evening 
we all mingled freely with the miners, and witnessed the pro 
cess of deaning up and 'Spanning" out, which is the last pro- 
cess for separating the pore gold from the fine dirt and black 
sand. 

The next day we continued our jouinej up the valley of 

the American Fork, stopping at various camps, where mining 

was in progress ; and about noon we reached Coloina, the plaoe 

where gold had been first discovered. The hiUa were higher, 

and the timber of better qoality. Tha river was narrower and 

bolder, and but few miners were at work tbere^ by reason ol 
s 



Digitized by Google 



82 EARLY RECOLLECTIONS OF CALIFORNIA. [1846-'48. 

^rarsliall's and Sutter's claim to tlio site. There stood the saw- 
mill iiiitinislied, tlie dam and tail-race just as tliey M-ere left 
wlicn the ^[ormons cear^ed work. Marshall and AViiniiier's 
famil}' of wife and half a dozen children were there, /[i^uarding 
their supposed treasure ; living in a house made of clapboards. 
Here also we were shown many specimens of gold, of a coarser 
grain than that found at Monnon Island. The next day we 
crossed the American River to its north side, nnd visited manj 
small bamps of men, in what were c<alled the "dry diggings." 
Tittle pools of water stood in the beds of the streams, and these 
were used to wash the dirt ; and there the gold was in every 
conceivable shape and size, some of the specimens weighing 
several ounces. Some of these "diggings'' were extremely rich, 
but as a- whole they were more precarious in results than at 
the river. Sometimes a lucky fellow would hit on a " pocket," 
and collect several thousand dollars in a few days, and then 
again he would be shifting about from place to place, " pros- 
pecting," and spending all he had made. Little stores were 
being opened at ever}' pointy where flour, baoon, etc., were Bold ; 
every thing being a dollar a pomid| and a meal usually costing 
three dollars. Nobody paid for a bed, for he slept on the 
ground, without fear of cold or rain. We spent nearly a week 
in that region, and were quite bewildered by the fabuIooB tales 
ol recent discoveries, which at the time were confined to the sev- 
eral forks of the American and Ynba BiveFS. All this time our 
horses had nothing to eat bnt the sparse grass in that region, 
and we were forced to work onr way down toward the Sacra- 
mento Yalley, or to see onr animals perish. Still we oontem- 
plated a visit to the Ynba and Feather Bivers, from which we 
had heard of more wonderful ''diggings;" but met a courier, 
who announced the arrival of a ship at Monterey, with dispatches 
of great importance from Mazatlan. We accordingly turned our 
horses back to Sutter's Fort Orossbg the Sacramento again by 
swinmiing our horses, and ferrying their loads in that solitary 
eanoe^ we took our back track as far as the Napa, and then 
turned to Benida, on Carquinez Straits. We found there a soli* 
tavy adobe-house^ occupied by Mr. Hastings and bis familj, 
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embradDg Dr. Semple, the proprietor of the ferry. Tliis ferr? 
was a ship's-boat, with a latteen-eail, which coald carry acrofls at 
one tide six or eight horses. 

It took US several days to cross over, and daring that timo 
we got well acquainted with the doctor, who was quite a character. 
He had come to California from Illinois, and was brother to 
Senator Semple. He was about seven feet high, and very in- 
telligent. Wlien we first reached Monterey, he had a printing* 
press, which belonged to the United States, having been cap- 
tnred at the cnetom-honse, and had been nsed to print custom- 
house blanks. With this Dr. Semple, as editor, published the 
Ooififormag^ a small sheet of news, once a week ; and it was a 
enrioaily in its line^ nslng two ^% for a 10, and other oombina- 
tiona of lettersi made neoesBaiy by want of type. After some 
time he removed to Yerba Bnena with hia paper, and it grew np 
to be the AUa Oal^arma of to^j. Foreseeing, as he ^onght, 
the growth of a great dtj somewhere on the Bay of San Fran 
eboo^ he selected Oarqninez Straits aa its location, and obtained 
from General Yallejo a title to a lengne of land, on condition of 
building np a cilj thereon to bear the name of Yallejo^s wife ■ 
Tliia waa Frsndaca Benida; accordingly, the new city was 
named Frandsca.'* At this time, the town neer the month of 
the bay waa known nnivenally aa Yerba Bnena ; bat that name 
waa not known abroad^ aithoi^ San IVanctsoe waa familiar to 
the wliole dviUaed world. Now, tome of the diief men of 
Yerba Bnena, Folaoniy Howard, Leidesdoi f , and others, know 
ing the importance of afUMM, saw their danger, uml, by some 
iction of the ayuniamimUo, or town council, changed the name 
of Verba Buena to " San Francisco." Dr. Semple was outraged 
at their changing the name to one so like IiIb of Franciscan and 
be in turn changed his town to the other name of Mrs. Vallejo, 
viz., " Benicia and Benicia it has reiiiaiiie«l to this ilay. I am 
convinced that this little circuinst uico was big with consequences. 
That Benicia has the best natural site for a commercial city, 
I am satisfied; and had half the money and half the labor 
nnce bestowed upon San Francisco been expended at Benicia, 
we shoald have at this day a city of palaces on the Carquines 
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Straits. The name of " Sau Fi-ancisco," however, tixed the 
dty where it now is; for every shij) in 1848-'19, which cleared 
from any part of the woi ld, knew th'j name of San Francisco, 
but not Yerba Bucna or Hcnicia ; and, accordingly, shi])9 con- 
signed to California came ])ouring in w'th their contents, and 
were anchored in front of Yerba J^uena, the first town. Cap- 
tains and crews deserted for the gold-mines, and now half the 
city in front of Montgomery Street is built over the hulks thus 
abandoned. But Dr. Semple, at that time, was all there was of 
Benicia ; he was captain and crew of his ferry-boat, and man- 
aged to pass our party to the south side of Car^uiuez Straita in 
about two days. 

Thence we proceeded up Amador Valley to Alameda Creekj 
and so on to the old mission of San Jos6 ; tlience to the pueblo 
of San Jos^, where Folsom and those belonging in Yerba Biiena 
went in that direction, and we continued on to Monterey, our 
party all the way giving official sanction to the news from the 
gold-minee, and adding new force to the " fever." 

On reaching Monterey, we found diapatchcs from Commo- 
dore Shubrick, at Mazatlan, which gave almost positive assur- 
anoe that the war with Mexico was over; that hostilities had 
ceased, and commissioners were arranging the terms of peace at 
Guadalupe HicUlgo. It was well that this news reached Oali* 
fomia at that critical time ; for so contagious had become the 
"gold-fever " that eyerybody was bound to go and try his fortune, 
and the volunteer regiment of Stevenson's would have deserted 
#» mamj had the men not been assured that they would rery 
so<m be entitled to an honorable discharge. 

Kany of our regulars did desert, among them the very men 
who bad escorted us faithfully to the mines and back. Our se^ 
nmts also left us^ and nothing less than three hundred doUars a 
month would hire a man in Oalifomia; Colonel Mason's bbuik 
boy, Aaron, alone of all our then servants proving faithful. We 
were forced to resort to all manner of shifts to live. First, we 
bad a mess with a black fellow we called Bustamente as cook ; 
but he got the fever, and bad to go. We next took a soldier, 
(mi. be deserted, and carried off my donble-baneled shot-gun, 
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which I prized very highly. To meet this condition of facts, 
Colonel Mason (>:-dcred tliat liljeral furloii;^lis shoiihi be given to 
the soldiers, and promises to all in turn, and he allowed all the 
oflScers to draw their ratioim in kind. As the actual value of 
the ration was very large, this enabled us to live. Ilalleck, 
Mnrniy, Ord, and I, boarded with DofiA AuguBtiaa, and tamed 
in onr rations as pay for onr board. 

Some time in Septemi^er, 1848, the ofiicialnews of the treatj 
of peace reached us, and the Mexican War was over. This treaty 
was signed in May, and came to ns all the way by land by a 
courier from Lower California, sent from La Faz bj Lieatenant- 
Colonei Barton. On its receipt, orders were at once made lor 
the mnster-out of all of Stevenson's regiment, and our militaiy 
forces were thus reduced to the single company of dragoons at 
Los Angeles, and the one company of artilleiy at Monterej. 
Nearly all bosinefls had ceasedi except that connected wiUi 
gold ; and, during that fall, Golonel Mason, Oaptain Wameri 
and I, made another trip ap to Batter's Fort, going also to the 
newly-discoyered mines on the Stanislaus, cslled "Sonorai" 
named from the miners of Sonora, Mexico^ who had first disooT- 
ered theoL We found there pretty much the same state of facts 
as before existed at Mormon Ishind and Goloma, and we daily 
reoeiyed intelligence of the opening of still other mines north 
and south. 

Bat I have passed over a Tery interesting fact As soon as 
we had retomed from our first Tidt to the gold-mines, it became 
important to send home positive knowledge of this Talnable dia- 
coTeiy. The mesns of communicatioii with the United States 
were very precarious, and I suggested to Colonel Mason that a 
special courier ought to be sent ; that Second-lieutenant Loeser 
had been promoted to first - lieutenant, and was entitled to 
go home. He was accordingly detailed to carry the news. I 
prepared with great care the letter to the adjutant - general 
of August 17, 1848, which L'uloncl Miisun modified in a few 
particulars; and, as it wa.-? important to send not only the 
speciincns which had been ]>ic'.<c ntcd to us along our route of 
travel, 1 advised the colonel to allow Captain Folsom to par 
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chaee and Bend to Washington a large sample of the commevoiti 
gold in general nao, and to pay for the same ont of the monej 
in hia hwads known as the civil fond,'' arising from dntiea od 
lected at the aeveial porta in Oalifomia. He oonsented to thi% 
and Oaptain Folaom booght an oysterHsan full at ten dollars the 
ounce, which was the rate of Talne at which it was then received 
at the cnstom-Louse. Folsom was instmeted further to contrsct 
with some vessel to caxiy the messenger to Sonth Amerioay whera 
he conld take the Engliah steamers as far east as Jamaica^ wiiha 
conditional charter giving increased payment if the vessel oonld 
catch the October steamer. Folsom chartered the bark La Lam 
bajecana, owned and navigated by Henry D. Oooke, who has 
since been the Governor of the IMstrict of Oolnmbia. In dne 
time this vessel resched Monterey, and lieutenant Loeser, with 
hia report and specimens of gold, embarked and sailed. He 
reached the Sonth American Oontbent at Payta, Pern, in time, 
took the En^^isih stesmer of October to Panama, and thence 
went on to Kingston, Jamaica, w&ere he found a sailing-vessel 
bound for New Orleans. On reaching New Orleans, he tele- 
graphed to the War Department his arrival ; but so many do* 
lays had occurred that he did not reach Washington in time to 
have the matter embraced in ^ President's regular message of 
1848, as we had calculated. Still, the Preddent made it the 
subject of a spedsl message, and thus became official" what 
had before only reached the world in a very indefinite shape. 
Then b^gan that wonderful development, and the great emigra- 
tion to (^ilifomia, by knd and by sea, of 1849 and 1850. 

As before narrated, Mason, Warner, and I, made a second 
visit to the mines in September and October,^ 1848. As the 
winter season approached, Colonel Mason returned to Monterey, 
and I remained for a time at Sutter's Fort. In order to share 
somewhat in tbo riches of the land, wo formed a partnership in 
a store at Coloma, in eliarge of Noriium S. Bestor, who had 
been Warner's clerk. We 8iij)plied the necessary money, fifteen 
himdred dollars (five hundred dolhirs each), and Bentor carried 
rin the store at Coloma for his share. Out of this investment, 
each of as realised a profit of about fifteen hundred dollana 
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Warner also got a regular leave of absence, and contracted with 
Captain Sutter for surveWng and locating tlie town of Sacra- 
mento. He received for this sixteen dollars per day for his ser 
vices as surveyor ; and Sutter paid all the hands engaged in the 
work. The town was laid off mostly up about the fort, but A 
few streets were staked oil along the river-bank, and one or two 
leading to it Captain Sutter always contended, however, that 
no town could possibly exist on the immediate bank of the river, 
because the spring freshets rose over the bank, and frequently 
it was necessary to swim a horse to reach the boat-landing. 
Nevertheless, from the very beginning the town began to be 
built on the very river -bank, viz., First, Second, uid Third 
Streets, with J and K Streets leading back. Among the prin 
eipal merchants and traders of that winter, at Saenunento^ were 
6am Bramian and Hensley, Beading & Co. For several yesn 
the site was annually flooded ; but the people have persevered 
in building the levees, and afterward in raising all the streets, 
so that Sacramento is now a fine dty, the capital of the State^ 
and stands where, in 1848, was nothing but a dense mass of 
bashes, vines, and sabmerged land. The okL fort has disap 
peared altogether. 

During the fall of 1848, Warner, Ord, and I, camped on fbe 
bank of the American River, abreast of the fort, at what was 
known as the ** Old TaurTard." I was oook, Ord cleaned up the 
dishes, and Warner looked after the horses ; but Ord was de> 
posed as scullion becanse he wonld only wipe the tin plates with 
a toft of gnM» aoooiding to the onstom of the oonntry, whereas 
Warner insisted on having them washed after each meal with 
hot water. Warner was in consequence promoted to scullion, 
and Ord became the hostler. We drew onr rations in kind from 
the commissaiy at San Francisco, who sent them np to us by a 
boat; and we were thus enabled to dispense a generous hcqd- 
tality to many a poor devil who otherwise wonld have had noth- 
ing to eat 

The winter of 1848-^49 was a period of intense activity 
throughout Oslifomia. The rainy season was unfavorable to tfa« 
operations of gold-mining, and was very hard npon the thonsands 
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of honselesB men and women who dwelt in tlie monntains, and 
even in tlie towns. Most of the nativee and old inhabitants had 
returned to their ranches and houses ; yet there were not roofn 
enough in tlie country to shelter the thousands who had arrived 
by sea and by land. The news had gone forth to the whole 
eivilised world that gold in fabulous quantities was to be had 
for the mere digging, and adventurers came pouring in blindly 
to seek their fortunes, without a thought of house or food. 
Terba Buena had been converted into San Francisco. Sacra- 
mento City had been laid out, lots were being rapidly sold, and 
the town was being built up as an entrepot to the mines. Stock* 
ton also had been chosen as a convenient point for trading with 
the lower or southern mines. Captain Sutter was the sole pro- 
prietor of the former, and Captain Charles Weber was the owner 
of the site of Stockton, which was as yel known as " Freneb 
Gamp." 
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1849-1850. 

The dojtartnient headqiiartere Btill remained at Monterey, 
but, witlj the few soldiers, we had next to nothin«i; to do. In 
midwinter we lieard of the approaeli of a ])attalioii of tlie Second 
Dratjoons, under Major Lawrence Pike (Jniliani, with Captaine 
Riicker, Coutts, Campbell, and others, along. So exhausted 
were they by their loni^ march from Upper Mexico tliat we liad 
to Ben«] relief to meet tiieni as they approached. Wlien this 
command reached Los Angele>i, it was left there as the garrison, 
and Ca})tain A. J. Smith's coni})any of the First Dragoons was 
brought up to San Francisco. We were also advised that the 
Second Infantry, Colonel B. Riley, would be sent out around 
Cape Horn in sailing-ships; that the ^lounted Rifles, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Loring, would march overland to Oregon; 
and that Urigadier-Gcneral Pereifer F. Smith would come out 
in chief command on the Pacific coast. It was also known that 
a contract had been entered into with parties in New York and 
New Orleans for a monthly line of 'Steamers from those cities to 
Oaliforma, ma Panama. Lieutenant-Colonel Burton had come 
Dp from Lower California^ aod, as captain of the Third Artii 
Icry, he was assigned to command Company F, Third Artillery, 
at Monterey. Caj)tain Wamer remained at Sacramento, survey- 
ing; and Hal leek, Murray, Ord, and I, boarded with Dofla 
Angustias. The season was unusoallj rainy and severe, but we 
passed the time with the usual round of dances and parties. 
The time fixed for the arrival of the mail-steamer was under 
stood to be about January 1, 1840, but the day oame and went 
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wiUioat any tidings of her. Orders mm given to Gaptain Bur 
ton to announce her arrival by firing a national salute, and each 
morning wo listened for the gons from the fort The month 
. of Janoary passed, and the greater part of February, too. Am 
was nsnal, the jinny officers celebrated the 22d of Febmaij 
with a grand ball, given in the new stone school-hoUBe^ whi<^ 
Alcalde Walter Golton had built. It was the ]ai)gest and best 
liall then in Galifomia. The ball was really a handsome affair, 
and we kept it np neariy all night The next morning we were 
at breakfast: present, Dofia Angostias, and Maanelita, Halleok, 
Mnnray, and myself. We were dull and stapid enough until a 
gnu from the fort aroused us, then another and another. The 
steamer 1" exclaimed aU, and, without waiting lor hats or any 
thing, off we dadied. I readied the wharf hatless^ hut the 
dofia sent my cap after me by a servant The white pufb 
of smoke hung around the fort, minted with the dense fog, 
which hid all the water of the bay, and well out to sea could be 
seen the black span of some unknown vesseL At the wharf 1 
found a group of soldiers and a small row-boat, which belonged 
to a brig at anchor in the bay. Hastily ordering a couple of 
willing soldiers to get in and take the oaxs, and Mr. Larkin and 
Mr. Hartnell addng to go akoig, we jumped in and pushed off. 
Steering our boat toward the span^ which loomed np above the 
fog dear and distinct, in about a mile we csme to the black hull 
of the strange monster, the ]ong«q»eeted and most welcome 
steamer California. Her wheels were hardy moving^ for her 
pflot could not see the diore-line distinctly, though the hills and 
P(Hnt of Pines could be dearly made out over the fog, and occa- 
sionally a glimpse of some white walls diowed where the town 
lay A Jacob's Uuider " was lowered for us from the steamer, 
and in a minute I scrambled up on deck, followed by Larkin 
and Hartnell, and we found oursdves in the midst of many dd 
fiiends. There was Canby, the adjutantgeneral, who was to 
take my place ; Chariey Hoyt, my cousin ; Oenersl Persif er F. 
Smith and wife; Qibbs, his aide4»camp; Major Ogden, of the 
Engineers, and wife ; and, indeed, many old Oalifomians, among 
them Alfred Bobinson, and Frank Ward with his pretty bride. 
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Bj the time the ship was fairly al anfll^or we had answered a 

millioQ of tjiiestion3 about gold and the state of tlie country ; 
and, leaniing that the ship was out of fuel, had iuforiued tlie 
captain (Marshall) that there was abundance of pine-wood, but - 
no willing hands to cut it; that no man coul<l be hired at leas 
than an ounce of gold a day, unless the soldiers would volunteer 
to do it for some agreed-upon })rice. As for coal, there was not 
a pound in Monterey, or anywhere else in California. Vessels 
with coal were known to be en rouU around Cape Horn, but 
none liad yet reached California. 

The arrival of this steamer was the beginning of a now 
epoch on the Tacitic coast ; yet there she lay, ht?lples8, with- 
out coal or fuel. The native Calif ornians, who had never 
seen a steamship, stood for days on the beach looking at her, 
with the universal exclamation, " Tan feo ! " — how ugly 1 — 
and she was truly ugly when compared with the clean, well- 
sparred frigates and sloops-of-war that liad hitherto l)een Been 
on the North Pacific coast. It was first supposed it would take 
ten days to get wood enough to prosecute her voyage, and there- 
fore all the passengers who could took up their quartei-s on shore. 
Major Canbj relieved me, and took the place I had held so long 
M adjataat-genenl of the Department of California. The time 
■eemed most opportune for me to leave the service, aa I had 
several splendid offers of employment and of partnership, and, 
accordingly, I made my written resignation; but General Smith 
put his veto upon it, saying that he was to command the Division 
of the Pacific, while General Kilcy was to have tlie Department 
of CSalifomia, and Oolonel Loring that of Oregon. He wanted 
me as his adjatant-general, because of my familiarity with the 
eonntiy, and knowledge of its then condition. At the time, lia 
had on bis staff Gibbsas aide4eKamp, and Fitsgenld as quarter- 
fflistw. He also had along with him qnite a retinne of servants, 
hired with a dear contract to serve him for a whole year after 
reaching Oalifomia, every one of whom deserted, except a yonng 
black fellow named Isaac. Mrs. Smith, a pleasant bat delicate 
IiouiiianA lady, had a white maid-servant, in whoee fidelity ahe . 
had nnbomidad confidence : but thia jpri waa nuuxiad to ft 
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perfect stranger, and off before she liad even landed in vSan 
Francisco. It was, tlierefoiv, tiiially anaii^'-L'd that, on tlie Cali- 
fornia, I was to af'(oiii])any General ISinith to San Francisco 
A8 ills adjutant-general. I accordingly sold 80ine of niy horses, 
and arranged for others to go up by land ; and from tliat time I 
became fairly enlisted in the military family of General Pereifer 
F. Smith. 

1 parted with my old commander, Colonel Mason, witli sin 
cere regret. To me he had <j\ er been kind and considerate, and, 
while stem, honest to a fault, he was the very e:td)odiment of 
the principle of fidelity to the interests of the General Goveni- 
ment. lie possessed a native strong intellect, and far more 
knowledge of the principles of civil government and law than 
he got credit for. In private and public expenditures he \vas 
extremely ecoimmical, but not penurious. In cases where the 
officei-s had to contribute money for parties and eTitertnimnents, 
he always gave a double share, because of his allowance of double 
rations. During our frequent journeys, I was always caterer, 
and paid all the bills. In settling with him he re(piired a 
written statement of the items of accctunt, but never disputed 
one of them. During our time, California was, as now, full of 
a bold, enterprising, and specidative set of men, who were en- 
gaged in every sort of game to make money. I know that Colonel 
Mason was beset hy them to use his position to make a fortune 
for liimeelf and his friends ; but he never bought land or town- 
lotB, because, he said, it was bis place to hold the public estate 
lor the Gk)vemraent as free and unencumbered by claims as pes- 
able ; and when I wanted him to stop the public-land sales in San 
Francisco, San Jos^, etc., he would not ; for, although he did 
not believe the titles given by the alcaldes worth a cent, yet they 
aided to settle the towns and public lands, and he thought| on 
the whole, the Government would be beuehted thereby. The 
same thing occurred as to the gold-mines. He never took a title 
to a town 1 >!, unless it was one, of no real value, from Alcald /< 
Colton, in Monterey, of which I liave never heard since. Ii»3 
did take a share in the store which Warner, l>estor, ind T.f ; .^t^ 1 
al Coloma, paid bis share of the capital, five bnndred uoliars, 
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ind reoeiTed his flhare of the profits, fifteen bondred dollars. J 
think also he took a share in a yentnre. to Ohina with Larkinand 
others ; bat, on leaving California, he was glad to sell ont without 
profit or loss. In the stem disohaige of his dnty he made some 
bitter enemies, among them Henry K. Naglec, w^, in the news- 
papers of the day, endeavored to damage his fair fame. Bnt, 
knowing him Intimatelyy I am certain that he is entitled to all 
praise for having bo oontroUed the affairs of the oonntry that, 
when his successor arrived, all things weit; so disposed that a 
civil form of govermnent was an easy matter of adjustment. 
Colonel Mason was relieved by G^eral Riley some time in April, 
and left California in the steamer of the Ist May tor Washington 
and St. Louie, where he died of cholera in the summer of 1850, 
and his lK)dy is buried in Bellefontaine Cemetery. His widow 
afterward married Major (since General) Don Carlos Buell, and 
is now liN-in*^' in Kentucky. 

In overhauling tlie hold of the steamer California, as she lay 
at anchor in Monterey Hay, a considerable amount of coal was 
Iijunil under some heavy duplicate machinery. With this, and 
such wood as had been gathered, she was able to renew her voy- 
age. The usual signal was made, and we all went on board. 
About the 1st of March we entered the Heads, and anchored off 
San Francisco, near the United States line-of -battle-ship Ohio, 
Commodore T. Ap Catesby Jones. As was the universal cub- 
torn of tlie day, the crew of the California deserted her; and 
she lay for months ufiable to make a trip back to Panama, as 
was expected of her. As soon as we reached San Francisco, the 
first thing was to secure an office and a house to live in. The 
weather was rainy and stormy, and snow even lay on the hills 
bacV of the Mission. Captain Folsom, the quartennaster, agreed 
to surrender for our office the old adobe custom-house, on the 
u|)per corner of the plaza, as soon as he could remove hia 
papers and effects down to one of his warehouses on the beach ; 
and he also rented for us as quarters the old Hudson Kay Com- 
pany house on Montgomery Street, which had been used by 
Howard & Melius as a store, and at that very time they were 
moving their goods into a larger brick building just completed 
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for them. As these changes would take some time, General 
Smith and Colonel ()<i;den, with their wives, accepted the hos- 
pitality offered bj Commodore Jones on board the Ohio. I 
opened tlie office at the custom-house, and Gibbs, Fitzgerald, 
and some others of us, slept in the loft of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany house until the lower part was cleared of Howard's store, 
after which General Smith and the ladies moved in. There we 
had a general mess, and the efforts at house-keeping were simply 
ludicrous. One servant after another, whom (xeneral Smith 
had brought from Xew Orleans, witli a solemn j)romi8e to 
stand by him for one whole year, deserted without a word of 
notice or explanation, and in a few days none remained but 
little Isaac. The ladies had no maid or attendants ; and the 
general, commanding all the mighty forces of the United States 
on the Pacific coast, had to scratch to get one good meal a day 
for his family 1 He was a gentleman of fine social qualities, 
genial and gentle, and joked at every thing. Poor Mrs. Smith 
and Mrs. Ogden did not bear it so philosopliically. Gibbs, Fitz- 
gerald, and 1, could cniise around and lind a meal, which cost 
three dollars, at some of the many restaurants which had sprung 
up out of red-wood l)oard8 and cotton lining; but the general 
and ladies could not go out, for ladies were rara aves at that 
day in Californi:i. Isaac was cook, chamber-maid, and every 
thing, thoughtless of himself, and struggling, out of the slim- 
mest means, to compound a breakfast for a largo and hmigry 
family. Breakfast would be announced any time between ten 
and twelve, and dinner according to cirsnmBtances. Many • 
time have I seen General Smith, with a can of preserved meat 
in hia lianda, going toward the house, take off his hat on meet- 
ing a negro, and, on being asked the reason of his politeness, he 
would answer that they were the only real gentlemen in Cali- 
fornia. I confess that the fidelity of Colonel Mason's boy 
Aaron," and of General Smith's boy " Isaac," at a time when 
every white man laughed at promises as something made to be 
broken, has given me a kindly feeling of respect for the negroes, 
and makes me hope that they will find an honorable ^ status " 
in the jnmble of affairs in which we now lire. That was a doU. 
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hard winter in San Francisco ; the rains were heavy, and the 
mod fearful. I have seen mules stumble in the street, and 
drown in the liquid mud ! Montgomery Street had been filled 
up with brush and clay, and I always dieudcd tu ride on horse- 
back along it, because tlie mud was so deep that a horse's legi 
would l>ecome entangled in the bnslies bellow, and the rider was 
likely to be thrown and drowned in the inu<i. The only side- 
walks were ujade of stepping-stones of cin]»ty boxes, and liere 
and there a few planks with barrel-staves nailed on. All the 
town lay along Montgomery Street, from Sacramento to Jack- 
son, and altout the plaza. (Tambling was the chief occupation 
of the people. While they were waiting for the cessation of 
the rainy season, and for the bcgirminir of spring, all sorts of 
houses were being put up, but of the mo>t llimsy kind, and 
all were stores, restaurants, or gambling -saloons. Any room 
twenty by sixty feet woidd rent for a thousand dollars a niontli. 
I had, as my pay, seventy dollars a month, and no one would 
even try to hire a servant under three hundred dollars. IIa«l it 
not been for the tifteen hundred dollars I had ma<le in the store 
at Coloma, I could not have lived through the winter. About 
the 1st of April arrived the steamer Oregon ; ])ut her captain 
(Pearson) knew what was tlie state of affairs on shore, and r.in 
Hs Bt<^mer alongside the line-of -battle-ship r)hio at S.nicolito, 
and obtained the ]>i ivilege of leaving his crew on board as " pria- 
oners " until he was readv to return to sea. Then, discharfrini; 
his passengers and getting coal out of some of the ships which 
had arrived, he retook his crew out of limbo and carried the 
first regular mail back to Panama early in April. In regular 
order arrived the third steamer, the Panama ; and, as the vea* 
lelB were arriving with coal, tlie California was enabled to hire 
a crew and get ofE. From that time forward these three slupa 
conatitated the regnlar line of mail-eteamers, which has been 
kept Tip eiw eince. By the steamer Oregon arrived oat Major 
B. P. Hammond, J. M. Williams, James Blair, and othera ; also 
the gentlemen who, with Major Ogden, were to oompoee a joint 
eommission to select the sitea for the penDanent forte and navy* 
fud of Oalif onuA. This oummiiaioii ma oompoMd ol llajon 
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OgdcHi, Smith, and Lcadbetter, of tlie army, and Captains Oold» 
borough. Van Brunt, and Blunt, of the navy, l^ese offioec% 
after a most careful study of the whole subject, selected Mars 
Island for the navy-jard, and ^ Benicia" for the storehouses and 
arsenals of the army. The Pacific Mail Bteamsliip Company 
also selected Benida as their depot Thus was again reviyed 
the old struggle for Biipreiuacy of these two points as the site 
of the fntnre dfy of the Pacific Meantime, however, San 
Francisco had secured the nams. About six hundred ships 
were anchored there without crews, and could not get away ; 
snd there the city and had to be. 

Keyertheless, General Smith, being disinterested and un- 
prejudiced, decided on Benida as the point where the dty 
ought to be, and where the army headquarters should be. By 
the OrcgoQ there anired at Saa Frandsoo a man who deserves 
mention here — ^Baron Stdnbeiger. He had been a great cattle- 
dealer in the United States, and boasted that he had helped 
to break the United States Bank, by being indebted to it five 
million dollars t At all events, be was a splendid • looking 
fellow, and brought with him from Washington a letter to 
General Smith and another for Commodore Jones, to the effect 
that he was a man of enlarged experience in beef ; that the an- 
tlioritics in Washington kuuw that theie existed in California 
large henlt^ of cattle, which were only valuable for their hides 
and tallow ; that it wjis of great importance to the (Toverument 
that tliis beef should be cure<l and salted so as to be of use to 
the army and navy, obviating the necessity of shipping salt- 
beef around Cape Horn. I know he had such a letter from the 
Secretary of War, Marcy, to General Smith, for it passed 
into my custody, and I happened to be in (yommo<lore Jones's 
cabin when the baron presented the one for him from the 
Secretary of the Navy. The baron was anxious to ]>itch in at 
once, and said that all he needed to start with were >alt and bar- 
rels. After some inquiries of his j)ur8er, the commodore prom- 
ised to let him have the barrels with their salt, as fast as they 
WCTe cm]>tied by the crew. Then the baron explained that he 
could get a nice lot of cattle from Don Timotco Mur^thy, at the 
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liGfision of San Rafael, on the north side of the baj, bat he oonM 
not get a boat and crew to handle them. Under the anthorilj 
from the Seeretiiry of the Navy, the commodore then promised 
lum the sie of a boat and crew, nntil he (the baron) oonld find 
and purchase a snitable one for Umself. Then the baion 
opened the first rcguhir batcher-shop in San Francisco, on the 
wharf about the foot of Broadway or Pacific Street, where we 
could buy at twenty-five or fifty cents a pound the best roasts, 
steaks, and cuts of beef, which had cost him nothing, for he 
never paid anybody if ho could help it, and he soon cleaned 
poor Don Timotco out. At first, every boat of his, in oom^ 
ir.g (lawn from the Snn Rafael, touclied at the Ohio, and left 
the best beefsteaks ami rouhts for the commodore, but soon 
the baron had euoii^li money to dispense with the lx)rrow«l 
boat, and set up for himself, and from this small bcguming, 
step by step, he rose in a few months to be one of the richest 
and most inllueiitial men in San Francisco; but in his wild 
speculations he was at last caught, and becnmo helple&sly bank 
rnpt. He followed General Fremont to St. Louis iu 1861, 
where I saw him, but soon afterward he died a pauper in one 
of the hospitals. When General Smith had his liead([uarter8 
in San Francisco, in the spring of 1849, Steinberger gave 
dinners worthy any baron of old; and wlien, in after-years, I 
was a banker there, he used to borrow of mo small sums of 
money in repayment for my share of these feasts; anti some- 
where among my old packages I hold one of his confidential 
notes for two hundred dollars, but on the whole I got oil easily. 
I liave no doubt that, if this man's liistory could bo written out, 
it would present phases as wonderful as any of romance; but in 
my judgment he was a dangerous man, without any true sense 
of honor or honesty. 

Little l)y little the rains of that season grew less and loss, and 
the hills once more became green and covered with llowers. It 
became perfectly evident that no family could live in San Fran- 
cisco on snch a salary as Uncle Sam allowed his most favored 
officials ; so General Smith and IMajor Ogden concluded to send 
their families back to the United States, and afterward we men 
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follvs could take to camp and live on onr rations. The Second 
Infantry had arrived, and had been distributed, four companies 
to Monterey, and the rest somewhat as Stevenson's regiment 
had been. A. J. Sniith's coni]»;iny of dragoons was sent up 
to Sonoma, whither General Smith had resolved to move our 
head<inarterri. On the steamer which sailed about May Ist (I 
think the California), we embarked, the ladies for home and wo 
for ^lonterey. At Monterey we went on shore, and Colonel 
Mason, who meantime had been relieved by General Riley, went 
on board, and the steamer departed for Panama. Of all that 
party I alone am alive. 

General Riley had, with his family, taken the house which 
Colonel Mason had formerly used, and Major Canby and wife 
had seeored rooms at Alvarado's. Captain Kane was quuier- 
master, and had his family in the house of a man named Gamer, 
near the redoubt. Burton and Company F were still at the fort ; 
the four companies of the Second Infantry were quartered in 
• the barracks, the same building in which we had had our head- 
quarters; and the company officers were quartered in hired 
buildings near by. General Smith and his aide, Captain Gibbe, 
went to Larkiu's house, and I was at my old rootnsatDofia 
Augustias. As we intended to go back to San Francisco by 
land and afterward to travel a good deal, General Smith gave 
me the necessary authority to fit out the party. There happened 
to be several trains of horses and mules in town, so I purdiased 
about a dozen horses and mules at two hundred doUm a head, 
on account of the Quartermaster's Department, and we had them 
kept under guard in the quartermaster's oorraL 

I remember one night being in the quarters of lieutenant 
Alfred Sully, where nearly all the officers of the garrison 
were assembled, listening to Sully's stories. lieutenant Derby, 
" Squibob," was one of the number, as also Fred Steele^ Neigh- 
bor" Jones, and others, when, just after ''tattoo," the orderly- 
sergeants came to report the result of "tattoo" roll-call; one 
reported five men absent, another eight, and so on, until it b» 
oame certain that twenty-eight men had deserted; and they 
were so bold and open in their behavior that it amounted to 
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defiance. They had deliberately slang their knapsacks and 
•tarled for the gold-mines. Dr. Murray and I were the onlj 
ones present who were familiar with the conntiy, and I ex- 
plained how easy they could all be taken by a party going 
OQt at once to Salinas Plain, where the country was so open 
and level that a rabbit could not cross without being seen; 
that the deserters conld not go to the mines without croeaing 
that plain, and could not reach it before dayli^t All agreed 
that the whole regiment would desert if these men were not 
brought back. Several officers volunteered on the spot to go 
after them ; and, as the soldiers could not be trusted, it wss 
nseleas to send any but officers in pursuit Some one went to 
report the afiaur to the adjutantgeneral, Oanby, and he to Gen- 
eral Biley. I waited some time, and, tm the thing grew cold, 
I thonght it was given up, and went to my room and to bed. 

About midnight I was called up and informed that there 
were seven officers willing to go^ but the difficulty was to 
get horses and saddles, I went down to Larkin's house and 
got Gknersl Smith to consent that we might take the horses 
I had bou^^t for our trip. It was nearly three o'clock jl 
before we were all mounted and ready. I had a musket 
which I used for hunting. With this I led off at a canter, 
followed by the others. About six miles out, by the faint 
moon, I saw ahead of us in the sandy road some blue coats, and, 
fearing lest they might resist or escape into the dense bushes 
which lined the road, I halted and found with me Paymaster 
Hill, Captain N. H. Davis, and Deutenant John Hamilton. We 
waited some time for the others, viz., Can by, Murray, Gibbs, 
and Sully, to come up, but as they were not in sight we made a 
dadi up the road and captured six of the deserters, who were 
Germans, with heavy knapsacks on, tnidging along the deep, 
sandy road. Tliey had not expected pursuit, had not heard 
onr horses, and were accordingly easily taken. Finding myself 
the senior officer present, I ordered Lieutenant Hamilton to 
search the men and then to march them back to Monterey, sus> 
pecting, as was the fact, that the rest of our party had taken a 
road that branched oQ. a couple of miles back. Daylight broke 
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B8 wo reached Uie Salinas Biw, twelT9 nulea out, and then 
the trail was broad and fresh leading directly ont on the Salinas 
Plain. This plain is about five miles wide, and then the gronnd 
becomes somewhat broken. The trail oontinned very jjhdD^ and 
I rode on at a gallop to where there was an old adobe-ranch on 
the left of the road, witli the head of a lagoon, or pond, dose * 
bj* I saw one or two of the soldiers getting water at the pond, 
and others np near the honse. I had the best horse and was 
oonaderably ahead, but on looking back could see Hill and 
Davis coming up behind at a gallop. I motioned to them to 
hurry forward, and turned my horse across the head of the pond, 
knowing the ground well, as it was a favorite place for shooting 
geese and ducks. Approadiing the house, I ordered the men 
who were outside to go'in. They did not know me peraonaDyy 
and exchanged glances, but I had my musket cooked, and, as 
the two had seen Davis and Hill coming np pretty &st, they 
obeyed. Dismounting, I found the house full of deserters, and 
there was no escape for them. They naturally supposed that 
I had a stroni^ party with me, and when I ordered them to 
" fall in they obeyed from habit. By the time Hill and Davis 
came up I had them formed in two ranks, the front rank facing 
about, and I was tsking away their bayonets, pistols, etc We 
disarmed them, destroying a musket and several pistols, and, on 
counting them, we found that we three had taken eighteen, 
which, added to the six first captured, made twenty-four. We 
made them sling their knapsacks and begin their homeward march* 
It was near night when we got back, so that these deserters had 
traveled nearly forty miles since tattoo" of the night before. 
The other party had captured three, so that only one man had 
escaped. I doubt not this prevented the desertion of the bulk 
of the Second Infantry that spring, for at that time so demoral- 
izing was the effect of the gold-mines that everybody not in 
the military service justified desertion, becatise a soldier, if free, 
could earn more money in a day tlian he ruceivcM.1 per month. 
Not only did soldiers and sailors desert, but captains and masters 
of ships actaally al):ind()ne<l their vessels and cargoes to try their 
lack at the uiiuoa. Trtiachers and professors forgot their creeds 
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and took to trade, and even to keejting gainbling-liouses. I ro- 
meniber tLit one of our regular eoldiers, named Kce^e, in de- 
serting stole a favorite double-barreled gun of mine, and when 
the orderly -sergeant of the company, Carson, was going on fur- 
lough, I asked him when he came across Reese to try and get 
mv jrun back. Wlien he returned he told me that he had fiKind 
Reese and olTeied him a hundred dollars for my gun, but Recae 
sent me w-ord that he liked the gun, and would not take a hun- 
dred dollars for it. Soldiers or sailors who could reach the 
mines were universally shielded by the miners, so that it waa 
next to useless to attempt their recapture. In duo scjison Gen 
oral Pereifer Smith, Gibbs, and I, with some hired packers, 
started back for San FranciecO) and soon after we transferred 
onr headquarters to Sonoma. About this time Major Joseph 
Hooker arriyed from the East — the reguUr adjutant-general of 
the division — relieved me, and I became thereafter one of Gen- 
eral Smith's regular aides-de-camp. 

Afi there was very little to do, General Smith enconiaged OS 
to go into any business that would enable us to make roo&ety. 
R. P. Hammond, James Bhur, and I, made a contract to survey 
for Colonel J. I). Stevenson his newly-projected city of " Xcw 
York of the PacUic,'' situated at the mouth of tlie San Joaquin 
Kiver. The contract embraced, also, the making of soundings 
and the marking out of a channel through Suisun Bay. \Ve 
hired, in San Francisco, a small metallic boat, with a sail, laid 
in some stores, and proceeded to the United States ship Ohio, 
anchored at Saucelito, where we borrowed a sailor -boy and 
lead-lines with which to sound the channeL We sailed up to 
Iknicia, and, at General Smith's request, we surv0yud and 
marked the line dividing the city of Benicia from the govern- 
ment reserve. We then sounded the bay back and f orUi, and 
staked out the best cihannel vp Suisun Bay, from whidi Blair 
made out sailing directbnSb We then made the prelimJnaiy 
•nrveya of the dty of ^ New York of the Pacific^'' idl of whidi 
were duly plotted ; and for this work we each received from 
Stevenson five hundred dollara and ten or fifteen Iota. I sold 
enoogh lota to make up another five hundred dollars, and let 
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the balance go ; for the city of " New York of the Pacific " 
never came to anything. Indeed, cities at the time were be- 
ing projected by flpocul&tois all round the baj and all over Un 
country. 

While we were surveying at " New York of the Pacific," 
occurred one of those little events that showed the force of the 
gold-fever. Wo had a sailor-boy with us, about seventeen years 
old, who cooked our meals and helped work the boat. On si i ore, 
we had the sail spread so as to shelter us against the wind and 
dew. One morning I awoke about daylight, and looked out to see 
if our sailor-boy was at work getting breakfast ; but he was not 
at the fire at all. Getting up, I discovered that he had converted 
a t}ile-boUa into a sail-boat, and was sailing for the gold-mines. 
He was astride this hoUay with a small parcel of bread and meat 
done up in a piece of cloth ; another piece of cloth, such as we 
used for making onr signal-stations, he had fixed into a sail ; and 
with a paddle he was directing his precarious craft right out 
into the broad bay, to follow the general direction of theschoon* 
ers and boats that he knew were ascending the Sacramento 
Biver. He was about a hundred yards from the shore. I jerked 
up my gon, and hailed him to come back. After a moment's 
hesitation, he let go his sheet and began to paddle back. This 
IdUa was nothing but a bundle of tuU, or bnHmsh, bound to- 
gether with grass-ropes in the shape of a cigar, about ten feet 
long and about two feet through the butt With these the Cal- 
ifornia Indians cross streams of considerable size. When he 
came ashore, 1 gave him a good oyerhauling for attempting 
to desert, and put him to work getting breakfast In due time 
we returned him to his ship, the Ohio. 

Subsequently, I made a baigain with Mr. Hartnell to surrey 
his ranch at Cosumnes Riyer, Sacramento Valley. 't)rd and a 
young citizen, named Seton, were associated with me in this. I 
bought of Bodman M. Price a surveyor's compass, diain, etc, 
and, in San Frandsoo, a small wagon and harness. Ayailing 
ourselves of a schooner, chartered to carry Major KiUerand two 
companies of the Second Infantry from San Frandsoo to Stock* 
(on, we got up to our destination at little cost I leeaU aa oe 
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emrence that bapi)ened when the echooner was anchored In Oar> 
qninez Straits, opposite the soldierB* camp on shore. We wore 
waiting for daylight and a fair wind ; the schooner laj anchored 
at an ebb-tide, and about daylight Ord and I had gone ashore 
for something. Jnst as we were pnlling off from shore, we 
heard the lond shouts of the men, and saw them all runnbg 
down toward the water. Oar attention thus drawn, we saw some* 
thing swinmiing in the water, and pulled toward it, thinking it 
a coyote ; bat we soon recognized a large grizzly l>ear, swimming 
directly across the channeL Not having any weapon, we har> 
riedlj palled for the schooner, calling out, as we neared it, "A 
bear ! a bear ! It so happened that Major HiDer was on deck, 
washing his face and hands. He ran rapidly to the bow of the 
vessel, took the nnisket from the hands of the sentinel, and fired 
at tlie bear, as he passed but a short distance ahead of tliu schooner. 
The bear rose, made ii growl or howl, but continued his course. 
As we scrambled up the port-side to get our guns, the mate, with 
a crew, liappcned to have a bent on the Ktjirboanl-side, and, 
anncd only with a hatchet, they pulled u[) alongside the bear, 
and the mate struck him in the head with the hatchet. The bear 
turned, tried to get into the ])oat, ])ut the mate struck his claws 
with repeated blows, and made him let go. After several passes 
with him, the mate actually killed tlie bear, got a rope round 
him, and towed him alongside the schooner, where he waj 
hoistCMl on deck. The carcass weighed over six hundred pounds. 
It was found that Major Miller's shot had struck the bear in the 
lower jaw, and thus disabled him. Uad it not been for this, 
the bear would certainly have upset the boat and drowned all in 
iL As it was, however, his mo^t served us a good turn in cur 
trip up to Stockton. At Stockton we disembarked our wagon, 
provisions, and instruments. 

There I bought two line mules at three hundred dollars cjich, 
tnd we hitched up and started for the Cosumnes River. About 
twelve miles otf was the Mokclumnc, a wide, bold stream, with 
a canoe as a ferry-boat. AVe took our wagon to pieces, and fer- 
ried it and its contents across, and tlicn drove our mulca into the 
water. In crossing, one mulo bccauie entangled in the rope of 
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tbe otLcr, aud for a time we thon^t be was a gone mule ; but 
at last he revived and we hitched up. The mules were both 
pack-animals ; neither had ever before seen a wagon. Toong 
Scion also was about as green, and bad never handled a mule. 
We put on the harness, and began to hitch them in, when one 
of tlie mules turned his hciid, saw the wagon, and started. We 
held on ti^lit, but the bwist did not stop until ho h;id shivered 
the tongue-]^i)le into a dozen fia^anents. The fact was, that 
Seton had liitohed the traces before he had put on the blind- 
bridle. There was considerable swearing done, but that would 
not mend the pole. There was no j)lace nearer than Sutter's 
Fort to repair damages, so we were put to our wits' end. We 
first sent back a mile or so, and bought a raw-hide. Gathering 
U]) the fi-agmentsof the pole aud cutting the hide into strips, we 
lished it in the rudest manner. As long as the hide was green, 
the pole was very shaky ; but gradually the sun dned the hide, 
tightened it, and the pole actually held for about a month. This 
cost us nearly a day of delay ; but, when damages were repaired, 
we harnessed up again, and reached the crossing of the Co- 
sumnes, where our survey was to begin. The exjjedient^, or titlo" 
papers, of the ranch described it as containing nine or eleven 
leagues on the Cosumnes, south side, and between the San Joa- 
quin River and Sierra Nevada Mountains. We began at the 
place where the road crosses the Cosumnes, and laid down a line 
four miles south, peq)endicular to the general direction of the 
stream ; then, surveying up the stream, we marked each mile bo 
as to admit of a subdivision of one mile by four. The land was 
dry and very poor, with the exception of hero and there some 
small pieces of l>ottom-land, the great bulk of the bottom-land 
occurring on the north side of the stream. We continued the 
survey up some twenty miles into the hills above the mill of 
Bailor and Sheldon. It took about a month to make this survey, 
which, when finished, was duly plotted ; and for it we received 
one-tenth of the land, or two subdivisioiis. Ord and I took the 
land, and we paid Seton for hia labor in cash. By the sale of 
my ahare of the land, subsequently, I lealiaad (hiee tbonaand 
dollan. After finiahing Bartneli'a sonreji we GKMied ow to 
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Dailor^s, and did some work for him at live hundied dollars a 
day for the party. Ilavini; tinislicd our work on the CusiiiiinL's, 
we |)rocee<led to Sacramento, where Caj)taiu Sutter employed 
to connect the survey of Sacramento City, made by Lieutenant 
Warner, and that of Sutterville, three miles below, which waa 
then bein«j surveyed by Lieutenant J. W. Davidson, of the First 
Dragoons. At Sutterville, the plateau of the Sacramento a]>- 
pr'jached quite near the river, and it would have made a better 
site fur a town than the low, submer<j^ed land where the city now 
stands ; but it seems to be a law of growth that all natural ad- 
vanta;res are dir^ieirardcd wherever once business chooses a loca- 
tion. Old Sutters emharcudero became Sacramento City, simply 
because it was the first point used for unloading ])oats for Sut- 
ter's Fort, just as the site for San Francisco was tixcd by the use 
of Yerba Buena as the hide-landing for the Mission of San 
Francisco de Asia." 

T invested mj earnings in this survey in tliree lots in Sacra- 
mento City, on which I made a fair ]>: ofit by a sjile to one 
McNulty, of Mansfield, Ohio. I only had a two months' leave 
of absence, during which General Smith, his stail, and a retinue 
of civil friends^ were making a tour of the gold-nunes, and 
hearing that he was en rovis back to bis headquarters at So- 
noma,! knocked off my work^ sold my instruments, and left 
my wagon and mules with my cousin Charley ILoyt, who had 
ft store in Sacramento, and was on the point of moving up to a 
isnch, for which he had bargained, on I>ear Creek, on which 
was afterward established Gamp Far West.'' Ue aftei ward 
sold the mules, wagon, etc, for me, and on the whole I think 
I cleared, hj those two months' work, about six thousand dol- 
larRi I then letumed to headquartere at Sonoma, in time to 
attend my feEow aide-d^amp Gibbs through a long and dan- 
gerous Bclmeas, during whidi he was on board a store^hip, 
guarded by Oaptain G^eorge Johnson, who now resides in San 
Fnmdfloo. Gkneral Smi^ had agreed that on the first good 
cpportnnxty he would send me to the United States as a 
bearer of dispatdiea, bnt this be could not do until he had 
made the eiamlnatiiin d Oiegon, whidi was also in his ooiii* 
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uiand. Daring the summer of 1849 there oontinned to pour 
into California a perfect stream of people. Steamers came, 

aud a lino wag established from San Francisco to Sacramento, 
of which the Senator was the pioneer, cbargiug sixteen dollars a 
passage, and actually coining money. Other boats were built, 
out of materials which bad either come around Cape Ildni or 
were brought from the Sandwich Islands. Wharves were built, 
houses were springing up as if by magic, and the Bay of San 
Francisco presented as busy a scene of life as any part of the 
world. Major Allen, of the Quartermaster's Department, who 
had come out as chief-quartermaster of the division, was building 
a large warehouse at Dcnicia, witli a row uf quarters, out of lum- 
ber at one huudred dollars per thon&ind feet, and the work was 
done bv men at sixteen dollars a tlay. I have seen a detailed 
soldier, who got only his muuthly ]>ay of eight dollars a month, 
and twenty cents a day for extra duty, nailing on weiither-boards 
and sliiiii^les, alongr^ide a citizen whii was paid sixteen dollars a 
day. This was a rejil injustice, made the soldiers discontented, 
and it was hardly to be wondered at that so many deserted 
While the mass of people were busy at Ljold and in mammoth 
speculations, a set of busy politicians were at work to seciu'e the 
prizes of civil government. Gwin and Fremont were there, 
and T. Juitler King, of Georgia, had come out from the East, 
scheming for office. He staid with us at Sonoma, and was gen- 
erally regarded as the Government candidate for United States 
Senator. General Kiley as Governor, and Captain Ilalleck as 
Secretary of State, had issued a proclamation for the election of 
a convention to frame a State constitution. In due time the 
elections were held, and the convention was assembled at Mon- 
terey. Dr. Semple was elected president; and Gwin, iMi;- 
ti r, Ilullfck, Butler King, Slicrwood, Gilbert, Shannon, and 
others, were members. General Smith took no part in this 
convention, but sent me down to watch the proceedings, and 
report to him. The only subject of interest was the slavery 
question. There were no slaves then in California, save a few 
who liad come out lis servants, but the Southern people at that 
time daimod tlioir aharo of territory, out ol that acquired by 
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the common labors of all BectionB of the Union in the war with 
Mezjoo. Still, in California there waa little feeling on the aab- 
jecL I never heard General Smith, who was a Loniaianian, 
express any opinion abont it. Nor did Bntler King, of Geor- 
gia, ever manifest anj particnlar interest In the matter. A 
committee was named to draft a eonstitntion, which in due time 
was reported, with the usual clause, then known as the Wibnot 
Proviso, excluding slaveiy ; and during the debate which ensued 
very litUe opposition was made to this clause, which was finally 
adopted by a large majority, although the convention was made 
ap in large part of men from our Southern States. This mat> 
ter of Oalifomia being a free State^ afterward, in the national 
Congrc^ gave rise to angry debates, which at one time threat- 
ened civil war. The result of the convention was the election 
of State officers, and of the Legislature which sat in San Jos6 in 
October and November, 1849, and which elected IVemont and 
Gwin as the first United States Senators in Congress from the 
Pacific coast. 

Shortly after returning from Monterey, I was sent by G^en- 
eral Smith up to Sacramento City to instruct Lieutenants War- 
uer and Williamson, of the Knpueers, to pu.sli their surveys of 
tlie Sierra Nevada i\rouii tains, fur the purpose of {iseertainiug 
the j)ossil)ility of pa.ssiiig that range by a railroad, a subject that 
then elicited univers^d interest. It was generally assumed that 
guch a load could not be made along any of the immigrant roads 
tlien in use, and Warner's ordere were to look farther north up 
the Feather River, or some one of its tributaries. Warner was 
eng;iged in this survey during the summer and fall of 1849, and 
had explored, to the very end of Goose Liike, the source of Feiith- 
cr River. Tlien, leaving Williamson with the baggage and part 
of the men, he took about ten men and a lirst-rate guidoj 
crossed the summit to the east, and had turned south, having 
the range of mountains on his right hand, with the intention of 
regaining his camp by another p:iss in the mountain. Tlie party 
was Btrung out, single file, with wide sj)ace8 between, Warner 
ahead. He had just crossed a small valley and ascended one of 
the spurs covered with sago-brusb and {"ocks, when a baud of In- 
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dlans rose up and poured in a shower of arrows. The mule 
turned and ran back to the valley, where Warner fell ofE dead, 
pnnctnred by five arrows. The mole also died. The goide^ 
who WEB next to Warner, was mortally wonnded; and one 
or two men had arrows in their bodieti bat reooveied. The 
party gathered about Warner's body, in sight of the T^^^ia«i| 
who whooped and yelled, but did not Tentnre away from their 
cover of locka. This party of men remained there all day with- 
out bniying the bodies, and at ni^t, by a wide drcait, passed 
the mountain, and reached WiUiamson's camp. The news of 
Warner's death cast a gloom OTor all the old Calif omians, who 
knew him weU. He was a carefnl, prudent, and honest officet, 
well quali^ed for his business, and extremely accurate in all his 
work. He and I had been intimately associated during our four 
years together in Oalifoniia, and I felt his loss deeply. The 
season was then too far advanced to attempt to avenge 1^ death, 
and it was not until the next spring that a party was sent out to 
gather up and bury his scattered bones. 

As winter approadied, the immigrants overland came poui^ 
ing into Oalifomia, dusty and worn with their two thousand 
miles of weary travel across the plains and mountains. Those 
who arrived in October and November reported thousands 
still behind them, with oxen perishing, and short of food. 
Appeals were made for help, and General Smith resolved to at* 
tempt relief. Major Bucker, who had come across with Pike 
Graham's Battalion of Dragoons, had exchanged with Major 
Fitzgerald, of the Quartermaster's Department, and was de- 
tailed to conduct this relief. Gtonersl Smith ordered him to 
be supplied with one hundred thousand doDars out of the dvO 
fund, subject to his control, and with this to porcihase at Sao- 
ramento floor, bacon, etc., and to hire men and mules to send 
out and meet the immigrants. Major Eucker f idfiUed this dutj 
perfectly, sending out pack-trains loaded with food by the many 
routes by which the immigrants were known to be approaching, 
went out himself with one of these trains, and remained in the 
moimtains until the last immigrant had got in. No doubt this 
expedition baveU luaaj a life which Im mice been moet useful 
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to the country. I remained at Sacramento a good part of the 
fall of 1849, recoi^niizing among the immigrants many of my old 
personal friends — John C. Fall, William King, Sam Stamhaugh, 
Hugh Ewing, Ilampton Denman, etc. I got liiu-ker to give 
these last two employment along with the train for the relief of 
the immigrants. They had j)ropo8ed to hegin a ranch on ray 
land on the Cosumnes, but afterward changed their inindd, and 
went out with Rncker. • 

While I was at Sacramento General Smith had gone on his 
X)ntem plated trip to Oregon, and promised that he would be back 
in December, when he would send me homo with dispatches. 
Accordingly, as the winter and rainy season was at hand, I went 
to San Francisco, and spent some time at the Presidio, waiting 
patiently for General Smith's return. About Christmas a vessel 
arrived from Oregon with the tlisjiatches, and an order for me to 
deliver them in person to General Winfield Scott, in Ne"w York 
City. General Smith had sent them down, remaining in Oregon 
for a time. Of course I was all ready, and others of our set were 
going homo hy the same conveyance, \'iz., Kucker, Ord, A, J. 
Smith — some under orders, and the others on leave. Wanting 
to see my old friends in Monterey, I arninged for my passage in 
the steamer of January 1, 1850, paying six hundred dollars for 
passage to New York, and went down to Monterey by land, 
Rucker accompanying me. The wcatlier was unusually rainy, 
and all the plain about Santa Clara was underwater; but we 
reached Monterey in time. I again was welcomed by my friends, 
Dofia Augustias, Manuelita, and the family, and it was resolved 
that I should take two of the boys home w\t\i me and put them at 
Georgetown College for education, viz., Antonio and Porfirio, 
thirteen and eleven years old. The dofia <rave me a ba<r of irold- 
dust to ])ay for their passage and to deposit at the college. On 
the 2d day of January punctually appeared the steamer Oregon." 
We were all soon on board and off for home. At that time the 
steamers touched at San Diego, Acapulco, and Panama. Our 
passage dovra the coast was unusually pleasant. Arriyed at 
Panama, we hired mules and rode across to Gorgona, on tho 
Omoea Kiver^ where we hired a boat and paddled down to the 
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month d the riTer, off which laj the steamer Crescent (Sty. 
It Qsnally took f<mr days to cross the isthmus, every passenger 
taking care of himself, and it was really funny to watch die 
efforts of women and men nnaocnstomed to mnleSb It was an 
did song to ns, and the trip across was easy and interesting. In 
dne time we were rewed off to the Crescent City, rolling back 
and forib in the swell, and we scrambled aboard by a ^ JaooVs 
ladder" finom the stem. Some of the women had to be hoisted 
aboard by lowering a tub from the end of a boom ; fun to us 
who looked on, but awkward enough to the poor women, es- 
pecially to a very fat one, who attracted much notice. General 
Fremont, wife and child (Lillie) were passengers with us down 
from San Francisco; but Hrs. Fremont not being well, they re- 
mained oyer one trip at Panama. 

Senator Gwin was one of our passengers^ and went throu^ 
to Kew York. We reached Kew York about the dose of Jan- 
uary, after a safe and pleasant trip. Our party, composed of 
Ord, A. J. Smith, and Euoker, with the two boys, Antonio and 
Porfirio, put up at Dehnonioo's, on Bowling Qreen ; and, as 
soon as we had cleaned up somewhat, I took a carriage, went to 
Oeneral Scott's office in Ninth Street, delivered my dispatches, 
was ordered to dine with him next day, and then went forth to 
hunt up my old friends and relations, the Scotts, Iloyts, etc, etc. 

On reaching New York, most of us had rough soldier's cloth- 
ing, but we soon got a new outfit, and I dined with General 
Scott's family, Mrs. Scott being present, and also their son-in- 
law and daughter (Colonel and Mrs. IL L. Scott). The general 
qnestioned me pretty closely in rei^ard to things on the Paeilic 
coast, especially the politics, and startled me with the assei- 
tion that " our countiy was on the eve of a terrible ciril war." 
He interested me by anecdotes of my old army comrades in 
his recent battles around the city of Mexico, and I felt deeply 
tlie fact that our country had passed through a foreign war, 
that my cinnrades had fought great battles, and yet I had not 
• heard a hostile shot. Of course, I tliought it the biet and only 
chance in my day, and that my ciireer as a soldier was at an end. 
After some four or five days spent in New York, I was, bj 
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■n order of General Soott, sent to Washington, to la/ before 
the Seeretary of War (Oiawford, of Georgia) the dispatohes 
whidi I had brought horn California. On reaching Waah- 
higton, I found that Hr. Ewing was Secretaiy of the Interior, 
and I at onee became a member of his family. The family 
ooenjneJ t}je honae of lir, Blair, on Pennajlrania Avenue, 
directly in front of the War Department I immediately re- 
paired to the War Department, and placed my dispatcbee in the 
hands of Mr. Crawford, who questioned me somewhat about 
California, but seemed little interested in tlie subject, except bo 
far as it related to slavery and the routes through Texas. I then 
went to call on the President at the White House. I found Major 
Bliss, who had been my teacher in mathematics at West Point, 
and was then General Taylor's son-in-law and private secretary. 
He took me into the room, now used by the President's private 
secretaries, where President Taylor was. I had never seen him 
before, though I had servt'd under him in Florida in 1840-'41, 
and was most agreeably surprised at his line personal apj»ear- 
ance, and his pleasant, easy manners. lie received me with 
great kindness, told me that Colonel Mason liad mentioned my 
name with praise, and that he would be pleased to do me any act 
of favor. We were with him nearly an hour, tiilking about Cali- 
fornia generally, and of his personal friends, Persifer Smith, 
Riley, Canby, and others. Although General Scott was gener- 
ally regarded by the army as the most accomplished soldier of 
the Mexican War, yet General Taylor had that blunt, honest, 
and stern character, that endeared him to the masses of the peo- 
ple, and made liim President. Bliss, too, had gained a large 
fame by his marked skill and intelligence as an adjutant-general 
an 1 military adviser. His manner was very unmilitary, and in 
his talk he stammered and liesitated, so as to mnke an unfavor- 
able impression on a stranger; but he was wonderfully accurate 
and skillful with his pen, and his orders and letters form a 
model of military precision and cleamesa. 
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anaoumi, louibl^a, and oautoxkia. . 

1850-1865. 

Hatdto returned from Oalifomia in Jannaiy, 1850^ with 
dispatehes for the War Department, and having delivered 
them in perran first to General Soott in Kew York City, and 
afterward to the Secretary of War (Crawford) in WaahLigton 
City, I applied for and received a leave of abeence for aiz 
months. I first visited my mother, then living at Hansfield, 
Ohio^ and returned to Washington, where^ on the Ist day of 
May, 1850, 1 was mairied to Miss Ellen Boyle Ewing, dau^ter 
of the Uon. Thomas Ewing^ Secretary of the Interior. The 
marria<;c ceremony was attended by a large and distinguished 
company, embracing Daniel Webster, Henry Clay, T.H. Benton, 
President Taylor, and all his cabinet This ooeurred at the 
house of Mr. Ewing, the same now owned and occupied by Mr. 
F. P. Blair, senior, on Pennsylvania Avenue, opposite the War 
Department We made a wedding-tour to ^Itimore, Kew 
York, Niagara, and Ohio, and returned to Washington by the 
1st of July. General Taylor participated in the celebration of 
the Fourth of July, a very hot day, by hearing a long speech 
from the Hon. Henry S. Foote, at the base of the Washington 
Monument. Betuming from the celebration much heated and 
fatigued, be partook too freely of his favorite iced milk with 
cherries, and during that night was seized with a severe oolio^ 
which by morning had qiiitc prostrated him. It was said that 
he sent for his son-in-law, Surgeon Wood, United States Anny, 
stationed in Bsltimore, and declined medical assistance from 
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injbodj else. Mr. Ewing visited him several times, and was 
manifestly nneasy and anzioiU) as was also his son-in-law, Ma- 
jor BlisSy then of the army, and his confidential secretuy. He 
xmpidl J grew worse, and died in about four days. 

At that time there was a high state of poUticai feeling per- 
vading the conntrj, on looonnt of the questions growing ont of 
the new Territories jnsi acquired from Mexico bj the war. 
Congress was in sesiiofi, and General Taylor's sudden death 
evidently created great alarm. I was present in the Senategal- 
lery, and saw the oath of office administered to the Yioe-Fresi- 
denty Mr. Fillmore^ a man of splendid physical proportions and 
eommaading appeaianoe ; hot on the &oes ni Senators and peo- 
ple oonld mSij he read the feelings of donbt and nneertainty 
that prevailed. All knew that a change in the calnnet and 
genersl policy was likely to result, but at the time it was sap- 
posed that Mr* FOlmore, whose hcone was in BnfEdo^ would be 
less liberal than Oenersl Taylor to the politieisns of the South, 
who feared, or pretended to fear, a emsade against sUveiy; or, 
as was the political cry of the day, that shivery would be prohib- 
ited in the Territories and in flie pbuses exclusively under the 
jurisdiction of the United States. Events^ however, proved the 
contrary. 

I attended General Taylor's funeral as a sort of aide-de- 
csmp^ at the request of the Adjutant-Genersl of the army, Kogcr 
Jones^ whose Inrother, a militiageneral, commanded the escort, 
composed of militia and some r^ulars. Among the regulars I 
recall the names of Captains Jolm Sedgwick snd W. F. Barry. 

Hardly was General Taylor decently buried in the Oongree> 
aional Gemeteiy when the political struggle recommenced, and 
it became manifest that Mr. Fillmore favored the general com- 
promise then known as Henry Clay's Omnibus Bffl," and that 
a general change of cabinet would at once occur. Webster was 
to sncoeed Mr. Chiyton as Secretary of State, Corwin to succeed 
Ifr. Meredith as Secretary of the Tressnry, and A. H. H. Stuart 
to succeed Mr. Ewing as Secretary of the Interior. Mr. EwIng, 
however, was immediately appointed by the Governor of the 
State to succeed Corwin in the Senate. Those changes made it 
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neoeflmrj for Mr. Ewing to discontinue houee-kecping, and Mr. 
Gorwin took his lionse and furnitnre ofi his bande. I escorted 
the family out to their home in Lancaster, Ohio ; but, before 
this had oocnrrcd, some most interesting debates took place in 
the Senate, which I regularly attended, and heard Clay, Benton, 
Foote, King of Alabama, Dayton, and the many real orators of 
that day. Mr. Calhonn was in his seat, but he was evidently ap- 
proaching his end, for he was pale and feeble in the extreme. I 
heard Mr. Webster's last speech on the floor of the Senate, 
imder circmnstanoes that warrant a description. It was pnblidy 
Known that he was to leave the Senate, and enter the new cab- 
inet of Mr. Fillmore, as his Secretaiy of State, and that prior 
to lea\'ing he was to make a great speech on the " Omnibus 
Bill." Beaolved to hear it, I went np to the CSapitol on the day 
named, an hour or so earlier than usual. The speech was to be 
delivered in the old SenatOHshamber, now used by the Supreme 
Oonrt. The galleries were much smaller than at present, and I 
found them full to overflowing, witli a dense crowd about the 
door, struggling to reach the stairs. I could not get near, and 
then tried the reporters' gallery, but found it equally crowded; 
■o I feared I should lose the only possible opportunity to hear 
Mr. Webster. 

I had only a limited penmial acquaintance with any of the 
Senators, but had met Mr. Corwin quite often at Mr. fiwing's 
house, and I also knew that he had been extremely friendly 
to my father in his lifetime; bo I ventured to send in to him 
my eaid, ''W. T. S., First-lieutenant, Thiid Artillery.'' lie 
came to the door promptly, when I said, *<Mr. Corwin, I be> 
liere Mr. Webster is to speak to^y." His answer was, Tes^ 
he has the floor at one o'clock." I then added that I was ez* 
tremely anxious to hear him. ** Well," said he, why don't you 
go Into the gallery t" I explained that it was full, and I had 
tried every access, but found all jammed with people. ^ WeU," 
said he, " what do you want of me t " I explained that 1 would 
like him to take me on the floor of the Senate; that I liad often 
seen inm the gallery persons on the floor, no better entitled to 
It than L He then asked in his quizzical way, ^Aie yon a 
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foreigii embassador!" <*No.'' ''Are yon the GoTemor of ■ 
State t " " No." " Are you a member of the other House f ** 
Certamly not" " Have you ever bad a vote of thanks by 
namet" ''No." "Well, diese are the only privileged mem- 
bers." I then told him he knew well enough who I was, and 
that if he chose he ooold take me in. He then said, "Have 
yon any impudence!" I told him, "A reasonable amount if 
occasion called lor it" " Do yon think you could become so 
interested in my conversation as not to notice the door-keeper!" 
(pointiiig to him). I told him that tliere was not the least doubt 
of it, if he would tell me one of his funny stories. He then took 
my arm, and led me a turn in the vestibule, talking about some in- 
different matter, but all the time directing my looks to his left 
hand, toward wUeh he was gesticulating with his ri^t ; and thus 
we approached the door-keeper, who began asking me, " Foreign 
embassador! Governor of a State! Member of Congress!" 
etc.; but I caught Corwin^s eye, which said plainly, "Don't 
mind him, pay attention to me," and in this way we entered the 
Senate-chamber by a side-door. Once in, Oorwin said, "Now 
yon can take care of yourself," and I thanked him cordially. 
I found a seat dose behind Mr. Webster, and near G^en) 
Scott, and heard the wliole of the speech. It was heavy in the 
extreme, and I confess that I was Reappointed and tired long 
before it was finished. No doubt the speech was full of fact 
and argument, but it had none of the fire of oratory, or intensity 
of feeling, that marked all of Mr. day's efforts. 

, Toward the end of Jnl as before stated, all the family went 
home to Lancaster. Congress was still in session, and tlic bill 
adding four captains to the Commissary Department had not 
passed, but was reasonably certain to, and I was equally sure ot 
bami* one of them. At that time mv name was on tlie mus- 
terroll of (Light) Company C, Tliird Arti!lcrv (l>raj-gV), sti- 
tioned at Jellerson Barrackt;, near St. Loui.-;. 15iit, as there 
was cholera at St. Louis, on apj)licaLion, I was ])orniitted to 
delay joining niy company until Sc])temhcr. Early in that 
month, I proceeded to Cincinnati, and thence by stoambuat to 
St. Louis, and then to JeHursou Barracks, where I reported 
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for duty to rnj.tain and Bre\'ct-0o1onel Braxton Bragg, com- 
manding (Light) Company 0, Third Artillery. The other offi- 
cers of the company were First-Lientenant Jamos A. Hardie, 
and afterward Hackaliali Brown. Xew horses liad jnst been 
purchased for the battery, and we were })ri>i)aring for work, 
when the mail brought the orders announcing the pas&ige of the 
bill Increadng the OommisBary Department by four captainB, to 
which were promoted Captains Shiras, Blair, Sherman, and 
Bowen. I was ordered to take post at St Louis, and to relieve 
Captain A. J. Smith, First Dragoons, who had been acting in 
that capacity for some months. My commission bore date 
September 27, 1850. I proceeded forthwith to the city, relieved 
Captain Smith, and entered on the dischargo of the duties of 
the office. 

Colonel N. S. Clarke, Sixth Infantry, commanded the do 
partment; Major D.C. Buell was adjutmt-geuenil, and Captain 
W. S. Hancock was regimental qnarterniastcr ; Colonel Thomas 
Swords was tlic depot qiiartennaster, and we had our oflices in 
the same building, on the corner of Washington Avenue and 
Second. Subsequently Major S. Van Vliet relieved Colonel 
Swords. I remained at the Planters' House imtil my family 
arrived, when we occupied a house on Chouteau Avenue, near 
Twelfth. 

During the spring and summer of 1S51, Mr. Ewing and Mr. 
Henry Stoddard, of Dayton, Ohio, a cousin of my father, were 
much in St. Louis, on business connected with the estate of 
Major Amos Stoddard, who was of the old army, as early as the 
beginning of tliis century. He was stationed at the villa(j:e of 
St Louis at the time of the Louisiana purchase, and when Lewis 
and Clarke made their famous expedition across the continent 
to the Columbia Kiver. Major Stoddard at that early day had 
purchased a small farm back of the village, of Home Spaniard 
or Frenchman, hut, as he was a bachelor, and was killed at 
Fort Meigs, Ohio, dunng the War of 1812, the title was for 
many years lost ni^'ht of, and the farm was covered over by 
other claims and by oc*cuj)ants. As St. Louis began to grow, hii 
orothers and siflters, and their descendants, concluded to look uf 
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the property. After much and fruitless litigation, they at last 
retained Mr. Stoddard, of Dayton, who in turn employed Mr. 
Ewing, and these, after many years of labor, established the title, 
and in the summer of 1851 they were put in possession by the 
United State.>^ marshal. The giuund was laid oil, the eity sur- 
vey extended over it, and the whole was sold in jjartition. I 
made some })urchases, and acquired an mterest, which I have re> 
tained more or less ever since. 

We continued to reside in St. Louis throughout the yeaj 
1851, and in the spring of 1852 I had occasion to visit Fort 
Leavenworth on duty, partly to inspect a lot of cattle which a 
Mr. Gordon, of Cass County, had contracted to deliver in New 
Mexico, to enable Colonel Sumner to attempt his scheme of 
making the soldiers in New Mexico 8elf-suj)porting, by raising 
their own meat, and in a measure their own vegetables. I found 
Fort Leavenworth then, as now, a most beautiful spot, but in the 
midst of a wild Indian country. There were no whites settled 
in what is now the State of Kansas. Weston, in Missouri, wag 
the ffreat town, and speculation in town-lots there and there- 
about burnt the fingers of some of the anny-otlicers, who 
wanted to plant their scanty dollars in a fmitf ul soil. I rode 
on horseback over to Gordon^s farm, saw the cattle, concluded 
the bargain, and returned by way of Independence^ Missouri. 
At Independence I found F. X. Aubrey, a noted man of that 
day, who had just made a celebrated ride of six hundred miles 
in six days. That spring the United States, quartermaster. 
Major L. 0. Easton, at Fort Qnion, New MexioOi bad occasion 
to send some message east by a certain date, and contracted 
with Aubrey to cany it to the nearait poatoffioe (then Inde- 
pendence, Missonri), making his compensation conditional on 
tbe tiiiie consnmcd. He was supplied with a goo(i horse, 
aad an order on the outgoing tmins for an exchange. Though 
the whole route was infested with hostile Indians, and not 
ft house on % Aubrej started alone with his rifle. He wag 
fortunate in meeting seToral outward-bound trains, and there* 
by made frequent changes of horses, some four or five, and 
Nftched Independance in six days, having hardly rested or slept 
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the whole way. 01 coarse, he was extremely fatigued, and said 
there was an opinion among tlie wild Indians that if a man 
*^ sleeps out his sleepy" after such extreme exhaustion, he will 
Ii9ver awake; and, accordingly, he instructed his laadlord to 
wake him up after eight liours of sleep. When aroused at 
kst, he saw by the clock that he had been asleep twenty liours, 
and he was dreadfully angry, threatened to murder his landlord, 
who protested he had tried in every way to get him up, but 
found it impossible^ and had let him sleep it out.'' Aubrey, 
in describing his sensations to me, said he took it for granted 
he was a dead man ; but in fact he sustained no ill effects, and 
was of! again in a few days. I met liim afterward often in 
California, and always esteemed him one of the best samples of 
that bold race of men who had grown up on the Plains, along 
with the Indians^ in the service of tlie fur companies. He was 
afterward, in 1856, kiUod by B. 0. Weightnum^ in a bar-room 
row, at Santa F6, New Kezfoo^ where he had jnst arrived firom 
Oalifomia. 

In L^oing from Independence to Fort Leavenworth, I had to 
•swim !Milk Creek, and si ] ill night in a Shawnee camp. The 
next day I crossed the Kaw or Kansas River in a ferry-boat, 
maintained by the blacksmith of the tribe, and reached the 
fort in the evening. At that day the whole region was un- 
settled, where now exist many ridi counties, highly cultivated, 
embracmg several cities of from ten to forty ^ousand in- 
habitants. From Fort Leavenworth I returned by steamboat to 
St Louis. 

In the summer of 1852, my family went to Lancaster, 
Ohio; but I remained at my post Late in the season, it 
was rumored that I was to be transferred to Kew Orleans, 
and in due time I learned the cause. During a part of the 
Mexican War, Major Seawell, of the Seventh Lifsntry, had 
been acting commissary of subsistenoe at New Orleans, then 
the great depot of supplies for the troops in Texas, and of 
those operatmg beyond the Rio Grande. Commissaries at 
that time were allowed to purchase in open market, and were 
not restricted to advertising and awarding contracts to the 
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lowest Uddm It was reported that Major Seawell had par- 
chased lazgelj of the house of Feny Seawell & Co., Mr. Sea- 
•well being a lelative of his. When he was reUeved in his 
daties by Major Waggainan^ of the regnlar Gommiasaxy Depart- 
ment, the latter found Peny Seawell & Oa so prompt and 
satisfactory that he continued the patronage ; for which there 
was a good reasoui because stores for the use of the troops at re 
mote posts had to be packed in a particular way, to bear trans* 
portation in wagons, or even on pack-mules ; and this firm had 
made extraordinary preparations for this exclusive purpose. 
Some time about 1849, a brother of Major Waggaman,. who had 
been derk to Captain Casey, conmussary of subdstence, at Tam- 
pa Bay, Florida, was thrown out of office by the death of the 
captain^ and he naturally applied to Ids brother in New Orleans 
for employment ; and he, in turn, referred him to his friends, 
Messrs. Perry Seawell & Go. These first employed him as a 
clerk, and afterward admitted him as a partner. Thus it re> 
salted, in fact, that Major Waggaman was dealing largely, if not 
exdueively, with a firm of which his brother was a partner. 

One day, as Gcnoral Twiggs was coming across Lake Pont- 
chartrain, lie fell in with one of his old cronies, who was an 
extensive grocer. This gentleniau gradually led the conversation 
to the downward tendency of the times since he and Twiggs 
were young, saying that, in former years, all the merchants of 
New Orlciins had a chance at government patronage; but now, 
in order to sell to the army commissary, one had to take a 
brother in as a partner. General Twiggs resented this, but the 
merchant ag:iin aftlnned it, and g:ive names. As soon as General 
Twiggs reached his ollice, he instructed liis adjutant-general, 
Colonel Pdiss — wlio told me this — to address a categorical note 
of inquiry to Major Waggaman. The major very frankly stated 
the facts as they had arisen, and insisted tliat the finn of I'erry 
Seawell & Co. had enjoyed a large patronage, hut deserved it 
richly by reason of their promptness, fairness, and fidelity. The 
correspondence was sent to Washington, and the result was, that 
Major Waggaman was ordered to tSt. Louisy and 1 was ordered 
U> JSew Orleans. 
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I went down to New Orleans in a steamboat in the month of 
beptembcr, 1852, taking with me a clerk, and, on arrival, a* 
Buiiied the oftice, in a bank-building facing Lafayette Square, in 
which were the offices of all the army departments. General 
D. Twiggs was in command of the d(']>:irtment, with Colonel W. 
W. S. Bliss (son-in-law of Qeneral Taylor) as his adjutant gen- 
eral. Colonel A. C. Myers was quartennaster, Captain John F. 
Keynolds aide-de-camp^ and Colonel A. J. Coffee paymaster. I 
took rooms at the St. Louis Hotel, kept by a most exoellcut 
gentleman, Colonel Mudge. 

Mr. Peny Seawell came to me in person, soliciting a oontb 
nance of the custom which he had theretofore enjoyed; but I 
told him frankly that a diange was necessary, and I never saw 
or heard of him afterward. I simply purchased in open market, 
arranged for the proper packing of the stores, and had not the 
least difficulty m supplying the troops and satis^ng the head 
of the department in Washington. 

About Christmas, I had notice that my famfly, consisting ol 
Mrs. Sherman, two children, and nurse^ with my sister Fanny 
(now Mrs. Moulton, of Cincinnati, Ohio)^ were en route for 
New Orleans by steam-packet ; so I hired a house on Magazine 
Street, and furnished it. Almost at the moment of their arrival, 
also came from St. Louis my personal friend Major Tnnier, 
with a parcel of documents, which, on examination, proved to 
be articles of copartnership for a bank in California under 
the title of Lucas^ Turner & Co.," in which my name was 
embraced as a partner. Major Turner was, at the time, actu- 
ally en route for New York, to embark for San Frandsoo, to 
inaugurate the bank, in the nature of a branch of the firm 
already existing at St Louis under the name of Lucas 4b 
Symonds.** We discussed the matter very fully, and he left 
^th me the papers for reflection, and went on to New York 
^d California. 

Shortly after arrived James H. Lucas, Esq., the principal ol 
the banking-firm in St. Louis, a most honorable and wealthy 
gentleman. He further explained the full programme of the 
branch in Califoinia; that my name had been included at thr 
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instatloe of Major Tamer, who was a man of imalj and pro]> 
erty in St Lonia, nnwilling to remain long In San FrandBOo^ 
and who wanted me to succeed him there. He offered me a very 
tempting income, with an interest that would accumulate and 
grow. He also discloaed to me that, in establishing a branch 
in Oalifomia, he was influenced by the apparent prosperity of 
Pago, Bacon & Co., and further that he had reoeiyed the 
principal data, on which he had founded the scheme, from R B. 
Kisbet, who was then a teller in the firm of Page, Bacon A Oo., 
of San IVancisco ; that he also was to be taken in as a partner, 
and was fully competent to manage all the details of Uie busi- 
ness ; but, as Nisbet was oomparatiTely young, Mr. Lucas wanted 
me to reside in San Frandsoo permanently, as the head of the 
firm. All these matters were fully discussed, and I agreed to 
apply for a six months' leave of absence, go to San Francisco^ 
see for myself, and be governed by appearances there. I aoooid- 
ingly, with General Twiggs's approval, applied to the adjutant- 
general for a six months^ leave, which was granted ; and Gap- 
tain John F. Reynolds was named to perform my duties during 
my absence. 

During the stay of my family in New Orleans, we en- 
joyed the society of the families of General Twiggs, Colonel 
Myers, and Colonel Bliss, as also of many citizens, among whom 
was the wife of Mr. Day, sister to my brother-in-law, Judge 
Bartley. General Twiggs was then one of the oMest otiii ers of 
the army. His history exton<k'<i Ir.wk t«> the War of 1812, and 
he had served in early days witli (Jeiieral Jackson in Florida 
and in tlie Creek cain})aigiis. He had tine powers of descrip- 
tifjii, and often entertained us, at his ollice, with aecoiints of 
his. experiences in tlie earlier settleinent.s of the Southwest. 
C<jlotiel liliss had ]>ecn General Taylor's adjutant in the Mexi- 
can War, and was universally regarded as one of the most tiu- 
ish^ and acconij»!ished scholars in the army, and his wife was 
most agreeal.le and ac( ()in])lished lady. 

Late in February, 1 dispatched my family up to Ohio in the 
steamboat Tecumseh (Captiin I'carce) ; disposed of ray house 
and f umitore ; turned over to Major ilcyuoids tho funds, prop- 
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ertjy And records of the oflice ; and took passage in a Bmall 
•teamcr for Nicaragua, m route for Califoruia. We embarkod 
early in March, and in seven days readied Greytown, where 
we united with the p.isscnsrcrs from New York, and prooeededy 
by the Nicaragua liiver and Lake, for the Pacitic Ocean. 

The river was low, and the little steam canal-boats, four in 
nnmber, grounded often, so that the passengers had to get into 
the water, to help them over the bars. In all there were about 
six hundred passengers, of whom about six^ were women and 
chfldren. In four days we reached Oastillo^ where there is 
a decided passed by a short rsilway, and above this fall 
we were transferred to a laiger boat, which carried ns up 
the rest of the river, and across the beautiful lake Nicaragua, 
studded with volcanic idands. Tending at Yiigin Bay, we rode 
on mules across to San Juan del Sur, where ky at anchor the 
propeller S. S. Lewis (Oaptain Partridge, I thiidc). Pasaengem 
were carried through the surf by natives to small boata^ and 
rowed off to the Lewis. The weather was veiy hot, and quite 
a scramble followed for state-rooms, especially for those on 
deck. I succeeded in reaching the purser's office^ got my ticket 
for a berth in one of the best state-rooms on deck, and, just as I 
was turning trom the window, a lady who was a fdlow-passenger 
from Kew Orleans, aHrs. D— — i called to me to secure her and 
her hidy-f riend berths on deck, saying that those below were un- 
endurable. . I spoke to the purser, who, at the moment pci-plezed 
by the crowd and clamor, answered: <<I must put thdr names 
down for the other two berths of i/our state-room ; but, as soon 
as the confusion is over, I will m^ro some change whereby you 
shall not suffer." As soon as these two women were assigiied 
to a state-room, they took possession, and I was left out Theii 
names were recorded as " Captain Sherman and ladies." As soon 
as tilings were quieted down I remonstrated with the pttiser, 
wlio at last gave me a lower berth in another and larger state* 
room on deck, with five others, so that my two ladies had the 
Btate-room all to themselves. At every meal the steward would 
conic to me and say, " Captain Sherman, will you bring your 
ladies to the table?" and we had the best seats in the ship. 
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ThiB contuined throu^ont the ▼ojage, tnd I asflert that ^ my 
ladies" were of the mort modest and beet4)ehayed In the dilp; 
bat Bcnne time after we bad leaebed San Frandsoo one of oni 
feUow-paaBengera came to me and inqnired if I penonaUj knew 

Mrs. D f witb flaxen treseeay who sang so sweetly for nsi 

and who bad come oat ander my especial escort I replied 
I did not, more than the chance acqnaintanoe of the Toyage^ 
and what sihe herself bad told me, viz., that she expected to 
meet ber bosband, who lived abont Mokelomne Hill. He then 
informed me that she was a woman of the town. Soeiely in 
Oalifomia was tben decided I j mixed. 

In dae season the steamship Lewis got onder weigh. She was 
a wooden ship, long and narrow, bark-rigged, and a propeller; 
▼exy slow, moving not over eight miles an boor. We atopped 
at Acapnloo, and, in eighteen days, passed in sight of Point 
Finos at Monterey, and at the speed we were traveling expected 
to reach San Fnndsoo at 4 a. ic the next day. The csbm- 
passengers, aa was osaal, bought of the steward some eham 
pagne and dgars, and we bad a sort of ovation for the captain, 
parser, and surgeon of the ship, who were all very clever fellows, 
though they had a slow and poor ship. 

Late at night all the passengers went to bed, expecting to 
enter the port at daylight. I did not undress, as I thought the 
captain could and would run in at night, and 1 lay down with 
my clothes on. About 4 a. m. I was awakened by a hiiinp 
and sort uf gratirifj of the vessel, which I tlnni^lit was our arri- 
val at the wharf in San Francisco; but iiu-^laiitly tlie ship 
struck heavily ; the eugincs stopped, aud the running to and fro 
on deck showed that something was wrong. In a moment I 
was out of my etate-room, at the bulwark, holding fast to a 
stanchion, and looking over the side at the white and seething 
water caused by her sudden and violent st(H>page. The sea was 
com ])ara lively smooth, the night pitch-dark, and the fog deep 
and impenetrable; the ship would rise with the swell, and como 
down with a bump aud quiver that was decidedly unpleasant 
Soon the passengers were out of their rooms, undressed, ailling 
for help, aud praying aa though the ship were going to aiuk un* 
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medlatel J. Of oonne ahe eonld not dnk, being already on tli« 
bottom, and the only question was as to liie Strang of hull to 
stand die bumping and straining. Oreat confusion for a time 
preTftiled, but soon I realized that the ciq[»tain had taken all 
proper precautions to secure his boats, of which there were six 
at the davits. These are the first things that steemge-passsogers 
make for in case of shipwreck, and right over my head I heard 
die captain's voice say in a low tone, but quite decided: ''Let 
go that f alls, or, damn you, 111 blow your head off t " This seem- 
ingly harsh language gave me great comfort at the time, and <ni 
saying so to the captain afterward, he explained that it was ad- 
dressed to a passenger who attempted to lower one of the boats. 
Guards, composed of the crew, were soon posted to prevent any 
Interference with the boati^ and the officers dreulated among 
the passengers the report that there was no immediate danger* 
that, fortunately, the sea was smooth; that we were simply 
aground, and must quietly await daylight. 

They advised the passengers to keep qoiet, and the ladies 
and children to dress and sit at the doors of their state-rooms, 
there to await the advice and action of the officers of the ship, 
who were perfectly cool and self-possessed. Meantime the ship 
was working over a reef — for a time I feared she would break in 
two ; but, as the water gradually rose inside to a level with the 
sea outside, the ship swung broadtjide to the Bwell, and all her 
keel seemed to rest on the rock or sand. At no time did the 
sea break over the deck — but the water below drove all the 
people up to the nuiin-deck and to the promenade-deck, and 
thus we remained for about three hours, when daylight came ; 
but there was a fog so thick that notliing but water could be 
seen. The capt^iin caused a boat to be ciirefully lowered, put 
in her a trustworthy officer with a boat-compass, and we saw her 
depart into the fog. During her absence the ship's bell waa 
kejtt tolling. Then the lires were all out, the ship full of water, 
and gradually breaking up, wriggling with every swell like a 
willow basket — the sea all round us full of the floating frag- 
ments of her sheeting, twi.sted and torn into a spongy condition. 
In less tlian an honr the boat returned, saying that the UaudL. 
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was quite near, not more than a mile awaj, and bad a good 
place for landing. All the boats were then carefully lowered, 
and mannod by crews belonging to the ship; a piece of the 
gangway, on the leeward side, was cut away, and all the women, 
and a few of the worst'ecared men, were lowered into the boata, 
which pnlled for shore. In a eomparatiTely short time the 
boats retomed, took new loads, and the debarkation was after-- 
ward carried on qnietly and systematically. No baggage was 
sDowed to go on shore except bags or parcels carried in the 
hands oi passengers. At times the fog lifted so that we coald 
see from the wreck the tops of the hills, and the outline of the 
shore ; and I remember sitting on the upper or humcane deck 
with the captain, who had his maps and compass before hiiii, 
and was trying to make out wliere the pliip was. I thought I 
rcco^izcd the outline of tlie liills below the mission of Dolores, 
and 60 stated to him ; but lie called my attention to the fact that 
the general line of hills bore northwest, whereas the coast south 
of San Francisco bears due north and south. He therefore con- 
cluded that the sliiphad ovemm her reckoning, and was then to 
the north of San Francisco. lie also explained that, the passage $ 
up being longer than usual, viz., eighteen days, the coal was 
short ; that at the time the tiremen were using some cut-up spars 
along with the slack of coal, and that this fuel had made more 
than usual steam, so that the ship nmst have glided along faster 
tlian reckoned. This j)roved to be the actual c;ise, for, in fact, 
the steamship Lewis was wrecked April 9, 1853, on "Duck- 
worth Reef," Baulinas Bay, about eighteen miles above the en- 
trance to San Francisco. 

Tlie captain had sent ashore the purser in the first boat, with 
orders to work his way to the city as soon as j)ossible, to re- 
port the loss of his vessel, and to bring back help. I remained 
or the wreck till among the last of the passengers, managing to 
get a can of crackers and some sardines out of the submerged 
pantry, a thing the rest of the piissengers did not have, and then 
I went qnietly ashore in one of the l)oats. The }>assengers were 
all on the Ijcach, under a steep bliilT; had built fires to dry 
their clothes, but had seen no human being, and had no idea 
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wheio they were. Taking along with me a fellow-passenger, a 
young chap about eii^htoen years old, I scrambled up the blulf, 
and walked back toward the liill.s, in liopes to get a gocKi view of 
some known object. It was tiicn the month of A]>rih and the 
hills were covered with the l^cautiful grasses and lh»\vcrs of that 
season of the year. AVc soon found horse jtaths .iiid tracks, and 
following them we came u]H)n a drove of liorees jjrazing at large, 
some of which had saddle-marks. At about tw(» miles from tbe 
beach we found a corral; and thence, followin^^ one of the 
strongest-marked paths, in about a mile more we descended into 
a valley, and, on turning a sharp point, reached a board shanty, 
with a horse picketed near by. Four men were inside eating a 
meal. I inquired if any of the Lewis's people had l^een there; 
• they did not seem to understand what I meant, when I ex- 
plained to them that about tliree miles from them, and beyond 
the old corral, the steamer Lewis was wrecked, and her passen- 
gers were on the beach. I inquired where we were, and they 
answered, "At Baulinas Creek that they were em})Ioyed at a 
saw-mill just above, and were engaged in shipping Imnber to 
San Francisco; that a schooner loaded with lumber was then 
about two miles do\vn the creek, waiting for the tide to get 
out, and doubtless if we would walk down they would take us 
on board. 

I wrote a few words back to the captain, telling him where 
he was, and that I would hiuiyto the city to send him help. 
My companion and I then went on down the creek, and soon 
descried the schooner anchored out in the stream. On being 
hailed, a small boat came in and took us on board. The 
" captain " willingly agreed for a small sum to carry us down 
to San Francisco ; and, as his whole crew consisted of a small 
boy about twelve years old, we helped him to get up his an- 
chor and pole the schooner do\vn tlie creek and out over the 
bar on a high tide. Tliis must have been about 2 r. m. Once 
over the bar, the sails were hoisted, and we glided along 
rapidly with a strong, fair, northwest wind. The fog had lifted, 
10 we oould see the shores plainly, and the entrance to tlie bay. 
In a ooaple of boun we were entering the bay, and running; 



Digitized by Google 



i860-*M.] MISSOURI, LOUISIANA, OAUFORNIA. 127 

wing-and-wing.*' Outside fho idnd was eimply the uBoal 
strong breeze ; but, as it passes tbrough the head of the Golden 
Qate, it increases, and there, too, we met a strong ebb-tide. 

The schooner was loaded with lumber, much of which was ou 
deck, lashed down to ring-bolts with raw-hide thongs. The cap- 
tain was steering, and I was reclining on the lumber, looking at 
the iamiliar shore, as we approached Fort Point, when I'iieurd a 
sort of ciy, and felt the seliooner going over. As wcgot into tlie 
throat of the Heads,'' the force of the wind, meeting a .-strong 
ebb-tide, drove the nose of the 8L*liooner under water; she dovo 
like a duck, went over on lier tside, and began to drift out with 
the tide. I found myself in the water, mixed up with })ieees of 
plank and ropes; struck out, swam round to the stem, got on the 
keel, and clambere<l up on the side. Satisfied that she could not 
sink, by reason of her cargo, I was not in the least alanned, but 
thought two shipwrecks in one day not a good beginning for 
a new, peaeeful career. Nobody was drowned, however; the 
captain and crew were busy in securing such articles as were 
liable to doat off, and I looked out for some passing boat or 
vessel to pick us up. We were drifting steadily out to sea, 
while I was signaling to a l^oat about three miles off, tow- 
ard Saucelito, and saw her tadv and stand toward us. I was 
busy watching this sail-boat, when I heard a Yankee's voire, 
close behind, sajHng, " This is a nice mess you've got your- 
selves into," and looking about I saw a man in a small l)oat, who 
had seen us upset, and had rowe<l out to us from a schooner 
anchored close under the fort. Some explanations were made, 
and when the sail-boat coming fiom Saucelito was near enough 
to be spoken to, and tlic captain had engaged her to help his 
achooner, we bade him good-by, and got the man in the 
small boat to carry us ashore, and land us at the foot of the 
bluff, just below the fort. Once there, I was at home, and 
we footed it up to the Presidio. Of the sentinel I inquired 
who was in command of the post, and was answered, " Major 
Kerchant" He was not then in, but his adjutant. Lieutenant 
Gardner, was. I sent my card to him ; he came out, and 
was much sorprisod to find me oovered with sand, and dripping 
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with water, a good spedmen of a ahipwreeked mariner. A few 
words of explanation enffioed; horses were proyided, and we 
rode hastily into the city, readiing the office of the Kicaragoa 
Steamship Company (C. K. Garrison, agent) about dark, jnst as 
the purser had arrived, by a totally different rente. It was too 
late to send relief that night, bnt by daylight next morning 
two steamers were m rauU for and reached the place of wreck 
in time to relieve the passengers and bring them, and most of 
the baggsge. I lost my carpet-bag, bnt saved my tnmk. The 
Lewis went to pieces tiie night after we got o£^ and, had there 
been an average sea during the night of our diipwxeck, n<me 
of us probably would have esc^ied. That evening in San 
Francisco I hunted up Major Turner, whom I found boarding, 
m oompauy with G^eral £. A. Hitchcock, at a Mrs. Boss's, cm 
CSay Street, near PowelL I took quarters with them, and be> 
gan to make my studies, witii a view to a decision whether it 
wss best to undertake this new and untried scheme of banking, 
or to return to New Orleans and hold on to what I then had, 
a good army oommission. 

At the time of my arrival, San Frandsoo was on the top 
wave of speculation and pros])eritj. Major Turner had rented 
at six hundred dollars a month the office formerly used and 
then owned by Adams & Co., on the east side of Montgomery 
Street, between Sacramento and California Streets. B. R. Nis- 
bet was the active partner, and Jainc8 Keilly the teller. Al- 
ready the bank of Lucas, Turner 6c Co. was established, and 
was engaged in selling bills of exchange, receiving deposits, and 
loaning money at tlireu per cent, a month. 

Page, J>acun tfe Co., and Adams vfe Co., were in full bla.st 
across the street, in I'arrott's new granite buiMiiig, and uiher 
bankei*fl were doing seemingly a ])ro>perou8 business, among 
them Wells, Faigo A: Co.; Drexel, Sather Church; Bnrgoyue 
it Co.; James King of Wm. ; Sanders tfe Ihenham; Davidson 
& Co. ; ralmer, ( 'ook 6c Co., and others. Turner and I liad rooms 
at Mrs. Ross's, and took our meals at restaurants down-town, 
mostly at a Frencl man's named Martin, on the southwest comer 
of Montgomeigr and Caliionua Streets. Qeneral Hitchoock, ol 
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die aimjy commanding the DepBitment of CUIfonii% xanuOly 
mnsed viih ns; also a Oaptain Mason, and lieateoant Whiting^ 
of the Eogmeer Oorpa. We eooa Becored a amaU ■hare of biiai- 
neiBi and became aatiafied there was room for profit. £veiy- 
bod^ seemed to be maldng money fast; thedly waa being lapid- 

estended and impfoved; people paid their three per cent, 
a monUi interest without fail, and withont deeming it eieesiive. 
Tomer, Kisbet, snd I, daflj disenssed the prospecti^ and gnidiif 
aDy settled down to the oonvietion that with two hundred thon* 
sand dollars capital, and a eredit of fifty thousand doDaia in 
New York, we coold build up a business that would help the 
8t Louia houae, and at the ssme time pay expenses in Oalifomiai 
with a reasonable profit Of course, Turner never designed to 
remain kng in CUifoniia, and I consented to go back to St 
Louis^ confer with Hr. Luess and Oaptain Simonds, agree upon 
further detaHi^ and then return permanently. 

I have no menunanda by me now by which to determine 
file fact, but think I returned to Kew York in July, 1853, hj 
the Nicaragua route, and thence to 8t Louis 1^ way of Lancaster, 
Ohio^ where my family still waai Hr. Lucas promptly agreed 
to the tenns proposed, and further consented, on the expiraticn 
of the leaae ^ the Adama Si Oo. office^ to erect a new banking- 
house in San Francisco, to cost fifty thousand dollars. I then 
returned to Lancaster, explained to Mr. Ewing fand Mrs. Sher- 
man all the dwells of our agreement, and, meeting their ap* 
proval, I sent to the Adjutant-General of tiie army my letter 
of resignation, to take effect at the end of the six months^ leave, 
and the resignation was accepted, to take effect September 6, 
1853. Being then a citizen, I engaged a passage out to Cali- 
fornia bj the Nicaragua route, in tlic steamer leaving New Yoik 
September 20tli, for myself and family, and accordingly pro- 
ceeded to New York, wliere I had a conference M'itli Mr. Meigs, 
(»8hier of the American Exchange Bank, and with Messrs. 
Wadsworth &, Sheldon, bankers, wlwj were our New York 
correspondents; and on the 20th embarked for San Juan del 
Norte, with the family, composed of I^frs. Sherman, Lizzie, then 

less than a j^ear old, and her nurse, Maiy Ljnch. Our passage 
9 
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down was nnerentfnl, and^onthe boats up the moaragna Bim, 
prettj nraoli the same aa before. On naehing Yizgin Bay, I 
engaged a natiTe with three mnlea to oany na aeroaa to Uie 
Pacific, and aa naoal the trip partook cl the hidioroDa— Mra. 
Shennan monnted on a donkey abont aa laige aa a Newfoond- 
hind dog; Maty Lynch on another, trying to cany lisiie on a 
pillow before her, bnt her mnle had a &ahion of lying down, 
which acared her, till I exchanged midei^ and my Oalifoniia 
spnra kept that mnle on hia laga. I carried Uisie aome time 
tUl she was fast aaleep^ when I got our native man to cany her 
awhile. The child woke np^ and, finding herself in the iianda 
of a dark-TiBaged man, Bfa» yelled moat Inatily till I got her 
away. At the snmmit of the pass, there waa a dear-nmning 
brook, where we reated an bonr, and bathed Lisrie in ita aweet 
watera. We then eontinned to the end of onr journey, and, 
withont going to the tayem at San Jnaa del Snr, we passed di- 
rectly to the Tcseel) then at anchor about two milea out To 
reach her we engaged a native boat, which had to be kept ont> 
side the auL Mrs. Shennan was first taken in the anna of two 
atont natives; Karj Lynch, carrying Lizzie, waa canied by two 
others; and I followed, monnted on the back of a strapping 
follow, while fifty or a hondred others were nmning to and 
fro, caeikling like geese. 

Maiy Lynch got seared at the surf, and began screaming like 
a fool, when lassie became oonrolaed with fear, and one of the 
natives rushed to her, caught her oot of Maiy's anns^ and canied 
her swiftly to Mrs. Sherman, who, by that thne, waa in the boat, 
bnt IJzzie had feinted with fear, and for a long time sobbed aa 
though permanently injnred. For years she showed symptoms 
that made na believe she had never entirely recovered frim ihe ef- 
fects of the scare. In dne time we reached the steamer Sierra 
Nevada, and got a good state-room. Our passage np the coast 
was pleasant enough ; we reached San Francisco ; on the 15th 
of October, and took q^uarters at an hotel on Stockton Street, 
near Broadway. 

Major Turner remained till some time m November, when 
be also departed for the East, leaving me and Nisbet to man* 
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ege tbe bank. I endear wred to make myself familiar with 
the business, but of course Nisbet kept the books, and gave bis 
|>ei^<>u:il attention to the loans, discounts, and drafts, which 
yielded tlie profits. I soon saw, however, that the three per 
cent, charged as premium on bills of exchange was not all protit, 
but out of this had to come one and a fomlh to one and a 
half for freight, one and a third for insurance, with some 
indefinite promise of a return premium; then, the cost of 
blanks, boxing of tlie bullion, etc., etc Indeed, I saw no margin 
for profit at all. Nisbet, however, who had long been familiar 
with the business, insisted there was a profit, in the fact that 
the gold-dust or bullion 6hipi)€d was more valuable than its 
cost to U8. We, of coui"se, had to remit buUion to meet our 
bills on New York, and bought crude gold-dust, or bars refined 
by Kellogg & Ilumbert or E. Justh & Co., for at that time 
the United States Mint was not in operation. But, as the re- 
ports of our shipments came back from New York, I discovered 
that I was right, and Nisbet was wrong ; and, although we could 
not help selling our checks on New York and St. Louis at the 
same price as other bankers, I discovered that, at all events, the 
exchange business in San Francisco was rather a losing business 
than profitable. The same as to loans. We coidd loan, at 
three per cent, a month, all our own money, siiy two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, and a part of our deposit account 
This latter account in California was decidedly uncertain. The 
balance due depositors would run down to a mere nominal sum 
on steamer-days, which were tlie Ist and 15th of each montli, and 
then would incrciise till the next steamer-day, so that we could 
not make use of any reasonjible part of this balance for leant 
beyond the next steamer-day ; or, in other words, we had an 
expensive bank, with expensive clerks, and all the machinery 
for taking care of other people's money for their benefit, with- 
out corresponding profit. I also saw that loans were attended 
with risk commensurate with the rate ; nevertheless, I could not 
attempt to reform the rules and customs established by othen 
before me, and had to drift along with tha fwt towud thftt 
Niagm that none forenw at the time. 
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Shortly after arriymg out in 1858, we looked around for m 
aite for the new bank, and the only place then ETailable on 
Montgomery Street, the Wall Street of San Frandaoo^ "was a lol 
at the comer of Jackson Street, facing Montgomery, with an 
alley on the north, belonging to James Liek. The ground wa» 
■ixty by sixty-two feet, and I had to pay for it thirty-two 
thousand dollars. I then made a contract with the builders, 
Keyeer & Brown, to erect a three-story brick building, with fin- 
ished basement, for about fifty thousand dollars. This made 
eighty-two thouaand instead of fifty thousand dollars, but I 
thought Mr. Lucas could stand it and would approve, which he 
did, though it resulted in loss to him. After the oiTil war, he 
told me he had Bold the building for forty thonsand dollar^ 
about half its coflt, but Inckily gold was then at 260, so that 
he oonld use the f or^ thonaand doUara gold as the equivalent 
of one hundred thonaand dollars eonrency. The building waa 
erected ; I gave it my personal anperviaion, and it waa stnmgly 
and thoroug^y built, for I saw it two yeara ago^ when sev- 
eral earthquakea had made no imprearion on it; atOl, the 
ehdoe of aite waa nnf ortonate, for &e city drifted in the oppo- 
iite direetion, vizp, toward Market Street I then thought that 
an the heavy bnsineaB would remain toward the ioct of Broad- 
way and Jaekaon Street, becaoae there were tibe deepeat water 
and heat wharves^ but in thia I made a miatake. Never- 
theleas, in the apring of 1854, the new bank waa finidied, and 
we removed to it, paying rente thereafter to our Mr. IfUcaa 
inatead of to Adama & Go. A man named Wrig^t^ during the 
aame aeaaon, built a atill finer building just acrosa the street 
from us; Piocbe, Bayerque & do. were already established 
on another comer of Jadcson Street, and the new Metropolitan 
Theatre waa in progress diagonally opposite us. During the 
whole of 1854 our business steadily grow, our average deposita 
going up to half a million, and our aales of exchange and con* 
sequent ahipment of bullion averaging two hundred thousand 
doUara per steamer, I signed all billa of exchange, andinsiated 
on Nisbet consulting me on loans and disoounta. Spite of eveiy 
•aotion, however, we lost occasionally by bad loana, and worae 
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the steady depfedatioii of real estate. The citjof San Fraa 
Cisco was then extending her streets, sewering them, and plank* 
ing them, with three-ineh lumber. In payment for the lumber 
«nd tbe work of contractors, the dtj authoritieB paid scrip in 
even sums of one hundred, five hundred, one thonsand, and 
five tlionsaad dollars. These icmoed a favorite collateral fcf 
loans at from fifty to sixty cents on the dollar, and no one 
doubted their ultimate value, either redemption or by being 
oonverted into city bonds. The notes alsoof H. Meiggs^ NeeUiy 
Thompson & Co., etc, lomber-dealen) were favorite notes, for 
ihej paid their interest promptly, and lodged huge margins of 
these street-improvement warrants as ooUatenL At that time» 
Hieiggs was a prominent man, lived in style in a large house on 
Broadway, was a member of the C&ty Coundl, and owned largo 
Mw-miDs up the coast about Mendocino. In him Nisbet had 
imbonnded faith, but, for some reason, I feared or mistrusted 
lum, and remember that I cautioned l^iabet not to extend his 
credit, but to gradually contract his kana. On looking o?«r our 
bills receivable^ then sAnrnt six hundred tfaoosand dollar% I found 
Meigga, as principal orindorser, owed us about eigjhty thousand 
doUara— all, however, secured by city warrants; still, ha kept 
bank accounts elsewhere, and was generally a borrower. I in- 
etructed Nisbet to insist on his reducing his line as the notea 
matured, and, as he found it indelicate to speak to Meiggs, I in- 
atructed him to refer him to me; aooordin|^y,wlien, on the next 
ateamer-day, Meiggs appeared at the counter for a draft on 
Philadelphia, of about twenty thousand ddlars, for which he 
•offered his note and collateral, he was referred to me^ and I ex- 
plained to him that our draft was the sameaa money; that ha 
•could have it for cash, but that we were already in advance to 
him some seventy-five or eighty thousand doUan^ and that in* 
atead of increasing the amount I must insist on its reduotum. 
He inquired if I mistmsted his ability, etc. I exphiined, 
certainly not, but that our duty was to assist those who did oM 
their business with us, and, aa our meana were necessarily lim- 
ited, I most restrict him to some reasonable sum, say, twenty-fiva 
thousand dollars, Heiggs invited me to go vitik Um to a lick 
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merauitile house on Olaj Street, whose pertners belonged in 
Hsmbm^ end there^ in the presence of the principalB of the 
honse^ he demonstrated, as dearly as a proposition in mathe- 
maties, that his business at Miendoeino vas based on cslcnlationa 
that oonld not fail The bill id exchange whidi he wsnted, he 
•sid would make the kst pajment on a propeller alreadj built in 
Philadelphia, which would be sent to San Francisoo^ to tow into 
and out of port the schooners and brigs that were bringing 
his lumber down the oosst I admitted sll he said, but renewed 
mj determination to limit his credit to twentj-five thoussnd 
dollars. The Hambui^ firm then sgreed to accept lor him the 
payment of all his debt to us, except the twenty-five thousand 
dollarB, payable in eqiial parts for tiie next three steamer-days. 
Accordingly, Meiggs went back with me to our bank, wrote hia 
note for twenty-five thousand dollars^ and secured it by mortgage 
on real estate and dty warnmts, and snbetitnted the three ac- 
ceptances of the Hamburg firm for the overplua. I surrenderad 
to him all his former notes, except one for which he was in- 
dorser. The three acceptances duly matured and were paid^ 
one morning Meiggs and fanuly were missing, and it was dis- 
covered tbey had embarked in a sailing-vessel for South Ameri- 
ca. This was the beginning of a series of failures in San Fran- 
cisco, that extended through the next two years. As soon as it 
was known that Meiggs had fled, the town was full of rumorsy 
and everybody was running to and fro to secure his money. 
His debts amounted to nearly a million dollars. The Hamburg 
house which, had been humbugged, were heavy losers and failed, 
I think. I took possession of Meiggs's dwelling-house and other 
propei'ty for which I held his mortgage, and in the city warrants 
thought I had an overplus; but it trausj)ired that Meiggs, being 
in the City Council, had issued various quantities of street scrip, 
which was adjudged a forgery, though, beyond doubt, most of it, 
if not all, was properly signed, but fraudulently issued. On 
this city serij) our bank must have lost about ten thousand dol- 
lars. Meiggs subsequently turned up in Chili, where again he 
rose to wealth and has paid much of his San Francisco debts, 
but none to us. He is now in Peru, living like a prince. With 
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Melgg9 fen all the Inmberdealen^ and many penons dealing In 
dtj acripw CSompared witb othen, our loas waa a trifle. In a 
ahoit time things in San Francuoo reanmed their wonted oonne, 
and we generall j hmghed at the escapade of Meiggs and the 
enrnng of hia delnded credlton. 

Shortly after oar aniva] In San Eraniaaoo, I ranted of a Hr. 
Ifanyaty son of the En^^iah Oaptain Manyat, the author, a amall 
fnuno-honae on Stockton Street^ near Qreen, hnjing of him hia 
f mnitore^ and we removed to it abont December 1, 1853. Gloee 
hjy aromid on Oreen Street^ a man named Dickey waa building 
two amall hrickrhonaea, on gronnd which he had leaaed of Nlch- 
olaon. I bong^t one of theae honaes, subject to the groond-renti 
end mored into it aa aoon aa flniahed. Lientenant T. H. 8te> 
tena, of the United Statea Kayj, with hia fiunilj, rented the 
other; we lived in thia honae thronghont the year 1854, and 
up to April 17, 1856. 
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OAUDTORNIA. 

1855-1357. 

Ihm» the winter cf 1854-^56| I xeoelyed fnqpmi intiiiw- 
tloDS in my ktten from the St Lonis boiue^ that the bank ot 
Pago^ Baoon & Oo. was in trouble, growing oat of their rela- 
tlona to the Ohio & ICsnanppi Bailnad, to the oontractora for 
Wlding which they had made laige adyanoes, to eeeore which 
they had been oompeUed to take, aa it were, an aesigttment of the 
eantraot itself and finally to aBSome all the liabilitiei of the con* 
traetora. Then they had to borrow money in New Yark, and 
ndse other money from tune to time^ in tiie pnrehaae of iron 
and materiala for the road, and to paj the handa. The firm in 
8t Lonia and that in San Frandsoo were different, having dif- 
ferent partners, and the St Lonia honse natnrallj pressed the 
San IVsndsoo firm to ship laigdy of ''gold-dnst,'' which gave 
them a great name; also to keep aa laige a babmoe as possible 
in New Yoik to anstain their eredit Hr. Page waa a verj 
wealthy man, bnt hia wealth oonaisted mostly of land and prop> 
erty in St Lonia. He waa an old man, and a good one; had 
been a baker, and knew little of banking as a hnsiness. This 
part of hia general business was mansged exdnaiyely by hia son- 
in-law, Heniy D. Bacon, who waa young, handsome^ and gener- 
ally popular. How he was drawn into that affidr of the Ohio 
A lOssissippi road I have no means of knowing, except by 
hearsay. Their business in New York was done through the 
Amaiean Exchange Bank, and through Duncan, Sherman & 
Co. Aa we were riTal houses, the St Louis partners remoyed 
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4Nur aeoonnt from the American Ezdumge Buik to tbe M etn^ 
pulitan Bank; and, as Wadsworth & Sheldon had faOed, I wia 
matmcted to deal in time Wh, and in Eniopean ezehange, with 
Schnchardt A Gebhaid, bankers in Kaann Street 

In Galifoniia the house of Page,Baoon A CSo. was composed 
of the same partners as in St Lonis, with the addition of Heniy 
Height, Judge Ohambeis^ and yoong Frank Page. The Utter 
had ebai^ of the ''brandi'' in Sacvamenta Height was the 
raal head-man, but he was too fond of kger-beer to be in 
trusted with so large a bnsineas. Bejood sll oomperiaon, Page, 
Bacon A Go. were the most {nwminent banken in Oalifomia in 
1853-'65. Though I had notice of danger in that qnerter, 
from omr partners in St Lonis, nobody in Oalifomia doubted 
their wealUi and stability. Thej must have had, during that 
winter, an average deposit account of nearly two million dol 
lars, of which seven hundred thousand dollars was in " certifi- 
cates of deposit," the most stable of all accounts in a bank. 
TlioiLsaiida of iDiners invested tLcir earuings iu such certificates, 
wliich they converted into drafts on iS'evv York, when they 
were ready to go home or wanted to send their " pile " to their 
families. Adams & Co. were next in order, because of their 
numerous offices sciittered throughout the mining countiy. A 
gentleman named Haskell had been in charge of Adams & Co. 
in San Francisco, but in the winter of l S54r-'55 some changes 
were made, and the banking department had been transferred 
to a magnificent office in Ilalleck's new Metropolitan iUock. 
James King of Wm. had discontinued business on his own ac- 
count, and been emi)loyed by Adams & Co. as their cashier and 
banker, and Isaiah C. Wood had succeeded Haskell in chief con- 
trol of the express department Wells, Fargo & Co. were also 
bankers as well as expressmen, and William J. Pardee was the 
fesident partner. 

As the mail-steamer came in on February 17, 1855, accord- 
ing to her custom, she ran close to the Long Wharf (Meigga's) 
on Xorth Beach, to throw ashore the express-parcels of news for 
speedy delivery. Some passenger on deck called to a man of 
• ka» acqnaintiipce standing on the wh^rf, that Page & Baoco had 
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fiuled in New Yorli:. The news Bpread like wild-fire, bnt boob 
it was met bj the newspaper tooonnts to the eSedt that some 
poiticolar aooeptanoes of Page A Baoon, of 8t. Lonls^ in the 
hands of Dnncao, Sherman & Oo^ in New York, had gone 
to protest All who had balances at Page, Baoon Sc Co,% or 
hdd oertaficates of deposit, were more or less alarmed, wanted 
to secure thdr money, and a general eonsltement pervaded the 
whole oommunifj. Word waa soon passed round that the mat- 
ter admitted of explanation, viz., that the two honsee were 
distinct and separate concerns, that emy draft of the OaH^ 
/anUa house had been paid in Kew York, and wonld continue 
to be paid. It was expected that this assertion wonld quiet the 
fsars of the Oalilomia creditofs, bat for the next three days 
there was a steady <'mn" on that bank. Page, Bacon & Go. 
stood the first day's nm very well, and, as I afterward leainedy 
paid out aboat six hundred thousand dollara in gold coin. Ob 
the 20th of February Henry Ilaiglit came to our bank, to see 
what help we were willing to give him; but I was out, and 
Nisbet eonld not answer positively to the firm. Our condition 
was then very strong. The deposit account was about six 
hundred thoussnd dollars, and we had in our vault about five 
hundred thouaand dollars in coin and bullion, besides an equal 
amount of good bills receivable. Still I did not like to weaken 
ourselves to help others; bnt in a most friendly spirit, that 
night after bank-hours, I went down to Page, Bacon & Co., and 
entered thdr office from the rear. I found in the cashier's 
room Folfiom, Parrott, Dewey and Payne, Captain Ritchie, Don- 
ohue, and others, citizens and friends of the house, who had. 
been called in for consultation. Passing into the main otiiec, 
wliero all the book-keepers, tellers, etc., with gas-liglits, were 
busy writing up the day's work, I found Mr. Page, Henry 
liaight, and Judge Chambers. I spoke to Ilaight, saying 
that I was sorry I had been out when he called at our bunk, 
and had now come to see him in the most friendly siurit 
Ilttight had evidently been drinking, and 6;ud abruptly that 
"all the banks would break," that " no bank could instantly pay 
all its obligations," etc I answered he could speak for himself. 
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bnt not for me; that I had oome to offer to haj with cash a fair 
proportion of hia bnUioii, notea, and biUa; but, if they were 
going to ftalf I would not be drawn in. Hidght^a manner waa 
eztremely offenaiTe^ bnt Mr. Page tried to amooth it over, aay- 
ing thej had had a bad day'a ran, and oonld not anawer for the 
reeolt tUl their booka were written apw 

room where the bef oie^iamed 
gentlemen were diacniwing some paper which lay before them^ 
and was going to paaa vatf when Oi^tain Folaom, who waa an 
officer of the army, a elae»mate and intimate friend of mine, 
handed me the paper the oontenta of whidi they were diacnca- 
ing. It waa very abort, and in Heniy Haig^^a handwriting, 
pretty mneh in theae tcrma: ^ We, the nnderdgned property- 
Loldera of San FraheiBco, having penonaify examined the 
books, papers, etc., of Page, Bacon dr Co., do hereby certify 
that the house ia aolvent and able to pay all its debta," etc 
Haight had drawn np and aaked them to aign Ihb paper, with 
the intention to pablidi it in the next morning's papers, for 
effect While I was talking with CJaptain Fdsom, Hai^t came 
into the room to listen. I admitted that the effect ii audi a 
pnblicaticm would sorely be good, and woold probably stave off 
immediate demand till their assets oonld be in part coiiTerted or 
realized; bnt I natorslly inqnired of Folsom, <^Haye yon per^ 
sonally eramined the accoiints, as herein redted, and the assets, 
enough to warrant your Biguatnre to this paper ? " for, " there- 
by you in effect become indorsers." Folsom said they had not, 
when Haight turned on me rudely and said, " Do you think the 
affairs of such a house as Page, Bacon & Co. can be critically 
examined in an hour?" I answered: "These gentlemen cm 
do what they please, but they have twelve hours before the 
bank will open on the morrow, and if the ledger is written up** 
(a» I believed it was or could be by midnight), "they win 
(by counting the coin, bullion on hand, and notes or Btocks of 
immediate realization) approximate near enough for them to 
indorse for the remainder." But Haight pooh-poohed me, and 
I left. Folsom followed me out, told me he could not afTord 
to iiuperil all he had, and asked my adrioe. I explained to 
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him that mj partner Nisbet had been edacated and trained in 
Ibat yery house of Page, Bacon & Go. ; that we kept our books 
exactly as they did ; that eveiy day the ledger was written np, so 
that from it one conld see ouctly how much actual monev 
was dne the depositors and certificates ; and then by cotmting 
the money in the vanity estimating the bullion on hand, which, 
though not aetoal monsj, oonld easily be converted into coin, 
and supplementing these amounts by ''bills receivable,'' they 
ought to azrive at an approximate result. After Folsom had 
left me, John Parrott also stopped and talked with me to the 
same effect Next morning I looked out for the notice, but no 
soeh notice appeared In the morning p^perSi and I afterward 
learned that, on Panott and Folsom demimding an actual count 
of the money in the vault, Haigfat angrily refused unless they 
would aooept his word for it, when one after the otiier dwJined 
to sign his paper. 

The run on Page, Baoon A Go. therefore continued through- 
out the 21st, and I expected all day to get an inyitstion to 
eloseour bank for the next day, Febnuny S8y which we could 
have made a holiday by concerted action; but each bankw 
waited for Page, Bacon ^ Go. to ask for it, and, no suchcironlar 
•comings in the tiien state of feeling no other bsnker was willing 
to take the Initiatiye. On tiie morning of February 22| 1856, 
everybody was startled by receiving a small dip .of paper, de> 
livered at all the houses, on which was printed a abort notice 
that, for want of coin," Page, Bacon A Go. found It necessary 
to dose theur bank for a short time. Of course, we all knew tiio 
4S0iuiequenceB,8nd that every other bank in San Frandsoo would 
be tried. During the 22d we all kept open, and watched yu 
<]epositor8 closely ; but the day was genei-ally observed by the 
people as a holiday, and the firanen paraded the streets of San 
Francisco in unusual etreugtii. But, on writing up our books 
that night, we found that our deposit account had diminished 
about sixty-five thousand dollars. Still, there was no run on u% 
<or sny other of the banks, that day ; yet, observing little knots 
of men on the street, dieenasing the state of the banks generalljy 
Mod overhearing Haight^s expression quoted, that, In ease of te 
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failure of Page, Bacon <fe Co., " all the other banks would break,'* 
I deemed it prudent to make ready. For some days we liad re- 
fused all loans and renewals, and we tried, without success, some 
of our call-loans ; but, like Ilotspm-'s spirits, they would not come. 

Our fmancii*! condition on that day (Febniary 22, 1S55) 
waa : Due depositors and demand certificates, five hundred and 
twenty thousand dollars ; to meet which, we had in tbo vault — 
coin, three hundred and eighty thousand dollars ; oullion, seven- 
ty-five thousand dollars ; and bills receivable, about six himdred 
thousand dollars. Of these, at least one hundred thousand dol- 
lars were on demand, with stock collaterals. Therefore, for the 
extent of our business, we were stronger than the Bank ol £ii^ 
land, or any bank in New York City. 

before dayliglit next morning, our door-bell was nmg, and 
I was called down-stairs by E. Casserly, Esq. (an eminent lawyer 
of the day, since United States Senator), who infonned me ho 
had just come up from the office of Adams & Co., to tell me 
that their affairs were in such condition that they would not open 
tliat morning at all ; and that this, added to the suspension of 
Page, Bacon & Co., announced the day before, would surely 
cause a general ran on all the banks. I informed him that I 
expected as much, and was prepared for it. 

In going down to the bank tliat morning, I found Montgom- 
ery Street full ; but, punctually to the minute, the bank opened, 
and in mahed the crowd. Ab usual, the most noisy and clamor- 
ous were men and women who held small certificates; still, 
others with Iai|^ accounts were in the crowd, poshing forward 
for their balancee. All were promptly met and paid. Several 
gentlemen of my personal acqnaintanoe merely asked my word 
of honor that thdr money was safe, and went away ; others, who 
had large balances, and no immediate vm for coin, gladly ao- 
ccpted gold-bars, whereby we paid out the seyen^-five thonaand 
dollars of bullion, relieving the coin to that amoimt. 

Meantime, rumors from the street came pouring in thai 
Wright & Co. had failed ; then Wells, Fargo & Co. ; then 
Palmer, Cook ik Oo., and indeed all, or nearly all, the banks 
«f ihe dty ; and I was told that parties on tha street were hei- 
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ting high, first, that we would close our doors at eleven o'clock ; 
then twelve, and so on ; but we did not, till the usual hour that 
night. We had paid every demand, and atill had a respectable 
auionnt left. 

This riin on the bank (the only one I ever experienced) pre- 
sented ail the features, serions and comical, usual to sneh occa- 
sions. At our counter hapi>ened that identical ease, narrated 
of others, of the Fnuchman, who was nearly sqaeezed to death 
in getting to the counter, and, when he received his moneyi did 
not know what to do with it. If you got the money, I no 
want him ; but if you no got him, I want it like the devill " 

Toward the close of the day, some of oor eostomers depoa 
itedy rather ostentatiously, small amounts, not aggregating more 
than eight or ten thousand dollars. Book-keepers and tellers 
were kept at work to write np the books ; and these showed : 
Due depositors and certificatesi about one hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars, for which remained of coin about fifty thousand 
dollars. I resolved not to sleep until I had collected from those 
owing the bank a part of their debts ; for I was angry with them 
that tiiej had stood back and allowed the panie to &U on the 
banks alone. Among these were Captain Folaom, who owed na 
twenty-five thousand dollars, secured by a mortgage on the 
American Theatre and Tehama Hotel ; James Smiley, eontrsctor 
for building the Custom-House^ who owed ns two notes of twenly 
thousand and sixteen thousand dollars^ for which we held, as otA' 
lateral, two acceptances of the collector of the port, Major B. P* 
Hammond, for twenty thousand doUara eaeh ; besides other pri- 
vate parties that I need not name. The acceptances given to 
Smiley were for work done on the Oustom-Honse, but could net 
be paid until the work was actually had in the walls, and certi- 
fied by ^lajor Tower, United States Engineers; but Smiley had 
an immense amount of granite, brick, iron, etc, on the ground, 
in advance of construction, and these acceptances were given him 
expressly that he might nuse money thereon for the payment of 
such materials. 

Therefore, as soon as I got my dinner, I took my saddb* 
horse, and rode to Captain Folsom's houie^ where I fbond him 
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ill great pain and disti^ss, mental and phjfioiL Be was sitting 
in a chair, and bathing his head with a eponge. I explained to 
him the object of my yiait, and lie said he had ttzpeeted it, and 
bad already sent his agent. Van Winkle, downtown, with in- 
atractiona to raise what monej he could at any cost ; but he did 
not anooeed in raiaing a oent. So great waa the ahock to pnblie 
confidence, that men slept on their money, and would not loan 
it for ten per oent a week, on any aeoiuity whatew— even 
on mint oertifioatea, which were aa good aa goM, and only re 
qnired abont ten daya to be paid in coin by the United Statea 
JGnt I Ihen rode up to Hammond'a honae^ on Bineoa USUif 
and found him thereu I explained to him esaekly Smiley'a af • 
furs, and only aaked him to pay one of hia aooeptancea. He 
inquired, ^TVliy not boUif" I anawered that waa ao much the 
better; it would put me under atill greater obligationa. He 
then agreed to meet me at our bank at 10 p. x. I aent word to 
othen that I demanded them to pay what they could on their 
paper, and then returned to the bimk, to meet Hammond. In 
due time, he came down with Palmer (of Palmer, Oook A 
Co.), and there he met Smiley, who waa, of ooutm, renj anx* 
ioua to retire hia notea. We there diicuaaed the matter fully 
when Hammond aaid, Sherman, give me up my two accept 
ancefl^ and I will aubetitute therefbr my cheek of forty thou 
aand doOara," with ^the diatinct undentanding that, if the 
money ia not needed by you, it shall be ratomed to me, and 
the tranaaction then to remain aMi ^[uaJ* To thia there waa a 
general aaaent Niabet handed him his two acceptances, and he 
handed me bis check, signed aa collector of the port, on Major 
J. It. Snyder, United States Treasurer, for forty thousand dollars. 
I afterward rode out, that night, to Major Snyder's house on 
Noilli Beach, saw him, and he agreed to meet rae at 8 a. m. 
next daj, at tlie (JriiteJ States ^Uut, and tu pay the check, so 
tliat I could have the money before tlie bank opened. The next 
nioi nini^, as agreed on, we inet, and lie paid me the check in two 
sealed bags of gold-coin, each marked twenty thousand dollars, 
which I had carried to the bank, but never opened them, or even 
broke the seals. 
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That morning onr bank openod as usual, but there was IM^ 
appearance of a continuation of the " run ; " oa the oontrarj, 
money began to come back on deposit, bo that by night we had 
a considerable increase, and this went on from day to day, till 
near y the old condition of things retnnifid. After about three 
days, finding I had no use for the money obtained on Ham- 
mond's check, I took the identical two bags back to the cashier 
of tlie Oastom-HoaBe, and recovered the two acceptances which 
had been finrrendered as described; and Smiley's two notes were 
afterward paid in their doe oonrse, ont of the cash received on 
.those identical acceptances. Bnt, yean afterward, on settling 
with Hammond for the Custom-Houso contract when completed| 
there was a difference, and Smiley sued Lucas, Turner & Co. for 
money had and received for his benefit, being the identical forty 
thonsand doUars herein explained, but he lost his case. Ham« 
mond, too, was afterward- removed from ofiice, and indicted in 
part for this transaction. He waa tried before the United Statea 
Circuit Court, Judge HcAliater |ireBiding, for a violation of the 
sub-Treasury Act, but was acquitted. Onr bank, having thna 
passed so well through the anoBf took at once a first rank ; but 
these bank failnrea had caused so many mercantile losBea, and 
had led to saeh an ntter downfaU in the value of real estate, that 
ey^hody lost more or leea money by had debts, 1^ deprociA- 
tion of atoeka and ooUateialii that became imiwlable, if not 
worlhleaa. 

Abont this time (yiM^ Febmaiy, 1856) I had ezchaaged my 
honae on Qreen Street, with Hr. Sloat, for the half of a fifly- 
vara lot on Harrison Street, between IVemont and First, on 
which there waa a small cottage, and I had contracted for the 
building of a new firame-honse thereon, at six thonsand dollara. 
Thia house waa finished on the 9th of April, and my funily 
moved into it at once. 

For spme time Mrs. Sheraian had been anxLona to go home 
to Lancaater, Ohio, where we had left onr daughtei Minnie, with 
her grandparents, and we arranged that 8. IL Bowman, Bsq^^ 
and wife^ ahould move into our new house and board ui^ viii^ . 
lisae^ Willie with the nurse Biddy, and myself for a fair con 
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ndmtion. It so happened that two of mj personal friendh, 

Messrs. Wintei-s and Cunningham of Marysvillc, and a young 
fellow named Eagan, now a captain in the Comraissarjr Depart- 
ment, were goin*? East in the steamer of the middle of April, 
and that Mr. William II. Appinwall, of New York, and Mr. 
Chauncej, of Pliiladelphia, were also goinj^back; aiul they a 1 
offei^ to look to the personal eomfort of Mrs. Sherman on the 
voyage. They took passage in the steamer Golden Age (Com- 
modore Watkins), which sailed on April 17, 1855. Their pas- 
sage down the coast was very pleasant till within a day's dis- 
tance of Panama, when one bright moonlit night, April 29th, 
the ship, running at full sj)ced, between the Islands Quibo and 
Quicara, struck on a sunken reef, tore out a streak in her 
bottom, and at once beg:in to fill with water. Fortunately 
&he did not stick fast, but swung off into <leep water, and 
Commodore Watkins happening to be on deck at the moment, 
walking with Mr. Aspinwall, learning that the water wa^ 
rushing in with great rapidity, gave orders for a full head o 
Bteam, and tumed the vessel's bow straight for the Island 
Quicara. The water rose rapidly in the hold, the passengen 
were all assembled, fearfid of going down, the tires were out, 
and the last revolution of the wheels made, when her bow 
touched gently on the beach, and the vc-^el's stem sank in deep 
water. Lines were got out, and the sliip held in an upright po- 
sition, so that the passengers were safe, and but little incom- 
moded. I have often heard Mrs. Sherman tell of the boy Eagan, 
ttfien about fourteen years old, coming to her state-room, and 
calling to her not to be afraid, as he was a good swimmer ; but 
on coming out into the cabin, partially dressed, she felt more con- 
fidence in the cool manner, bearing, and greater strength of Mr. 
Winters. There must have been nearly a thousand souls on board 
at the time, few of whom could have been saved had the steamer 
gone down in 'mid-channel, wliich sorely would have resulted, 
bad not Commodore Watkins been on deck, or had ho been less 
]Kiompt in his detennioation to beach his ship. A sail-boat was 
dispatched toward Panama, which luckily met the steamer John 

Lb Stephens, jnst oomin^ out of the bay, loaded with alioal a 
10 
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Uunuaad passengeii bannd for San Frandaoo, and ahe a. %mo9 
proceeded to the relief of the Golden Age. Her paaaengeit 
were traoafcrred in amaU hoata to the Stephens^ wldch ^veasdy 
with her two thousand people crowded together with hardlj 
ttanding-room, retnmed to Panama, whence the paseengera for 
tlie East proceeded to their destination without further delay. 
Luckily for ICra. Sherman, Purser Goddard, an old Ohio friend 
of ours, was on the Stephens, and most kindly g^ye up his own 
room to her, and such lady frienda aa she included in her party. 
The Golden Age waa afterward partiallj repaired at Quican, 
puin])ed out, and steamed to Panama, when, after furUier 
paii's, she resumed her place in the line. I think she ia atill in 
eziatenoe^ but Commodore Watkina afterward kMt hia life in 
China, hy falling down a hatchway. 

Hrs. Sherman returned in die latter part ol November of 
the same year, when Mr. and Mrs. Bowman, who meantime had 
bought a lot next to us and erected a hoase thereon, removed to 
it, and we thus continued close neighbors and friends until we 
left the country for good in 1857. 

During the summer of 1856, in San Francisco, occurred oik 
of those unhappy events, too common to new countries, in 
which I became involved in spite of myself. 

William Keely Johnson was Governor of Califoraia, and re- 
sided at Sacramento City ; General John E. Wool commanded 
the Depai-tment of California, having succeeded General Ilitch- 
oock, and had his headquarters at Benicia ; and a Mr. Van Ness 
was mayor of the city. Politics had become a regular and 
profitable business, and politicians were more than suspected of 
being corrupt. It was reported and currently believed that the 
sherilT (Scanned) had been re(iuired to pay the Democratic Central 
Conmiittee a hundred thousand dollars for his nomination, which 
was equivalent to an election, for an office of the nominal siilary 
of twelve thousand dollars a year for four years. In the election 
all sorts of dishonesty were charged and believed, especially of 
"ballot-box stuffing," and too generally the better classes 
avoided the elections and dodged jury -duty, so that the affairs 
of the city goYcmment necessarily passed into the hands of a 
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low let of profesflional politiciaiiA. Among tlieQi wm a nm 
named James Caeej, who edited a imall paper, the priiiting 
office of which waa in a room on ihe tiiird floor of onr benkmg- 
office. I hardly knew him by sight, and larel j if ever saw hk 
paper ; bat one day Mr. Sather, of the emOent banking Arm of 
Dreiely Sather & Ohnreh, came to me^ and called mj attention 
to an artide in Gaaey'e paper so full of fakehood and malice, 
that we construed it as an effort to bhusk-mail the banks 
generally. At that time we were all laboring to restore con- 
fidence, which had been so mdely shaken by the panic, and I 
went up-fitairs, found Casey, and pointed out to him the objeO' 
tionable nature of his article, told him plainly that I could not 
tolerate his attempt to print and circulate slanders in our 
building, and, if he repeated it, I would cause him and his press 
to be thrown out of the windows. He took the hint and moved 
to more friendly quarters. I mention this fact, to hIiow my 
estimate of tlie man, who bccaiue a figure in the diaiiui I am 
ahout to describe. James King of Wm., as before explained, 
w;is in IS.j;] a banker on his own account, but some time in 1854 
he had closed out hi^ business, and engaged with Adams S: Co., 
as cashier. Wlien this lirni failed, he, in conmion with all the 
employes, was thrown out of employment, and had to look 
around for Bonu tbing else. He settled down to the publication 
of an evening paper, c:dled the Bulletin^ and, being a man of 
fine manners and address, he at once constituted himself the 
champion of society against the public and private characters 
whom* he Si\w lit to arraign. 

As might luive been expected, this soon brought him into 
the usual newspaper war with other editors, and especially with 
Casey, and e])ithets d la "Eatanswill " were soon band^-ing back 
and forth between tbem. One evening of May, 1856, King 
published, in the JJulUtin, copies of papers procured from Kew 
York, to show that Casev had once been sentenced to the State 
penitentiary at Sing Sing. Casey took mortal offense, and 
called at the Bulletin office, on the corner of Montgomery and 
Merchant Streets, where he foimd King, and violent words 
paiwnd between them, resulting in Casey giving King notice 
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that he wonld shoot him on sight. Xing remained in his office 
till about 5 or 6 p. h., when lie started toward his home on 
Stockton Street, and, as ho ncared the comer of Washinf^ton, 
Casey approached him from the opposite direction, called to 
him, and began firing. King had on a short doak, and in his 
breastpocket a small pistol, which he did not use. One of 
Oasey's shots strnck him h%h np in the breast^ ^m which 
he reeled, was caaght by some passing friend, and carried into 
the express-office on the comer, where he was laid on the 
counter, and a snigeon sent for. Casey escaped np "Washington 
Street, went to the City Hall, and deUvered himself to the 
sheriff (Scannell), who conveyed him to jail and locked him in a 
oelL Meantime, the news spread like wildfire^ and all the dij 
was in commotion, for King was very popular. Nisbet, who 
boarded with ns on Harrison Street, had been delayed at the 
bank later than usual, so that he happened to be near at the 
time, and, when he came out to dinner, he brou^^t me the news 
of this affiur, and said that there was every appearaooe of a riol 
down-town tiiat night This occnned toward the evening of 
May H 1850. 

It so happened that, on the urgent solidtatioii of Van Winkle 
and of Governor Johnson, I had only a few days before agreed 
to accept the commission of major-general of the Second Division 
of MUitia, embracing San Francisco. I had received the eom- 
mission, but had not as yet formally accepted it, or even put 
myself in communication with the volunteer companies of the 
city. Of these, at that moment of time^ there was a eoftipany 
ol artillery with four guns, commanded by a Captain Johns, 
formerly of the army, and two or three uniformed companies of 
Itt&ntry. Aftor dinner I went down-town to see what was 
going on ; found that Hong had been removed to a room in the 
Metropolitan Block ; that his life was in great peril ; that Casey 
was safe in jail, and the sheriff had called to hid assistance a 
posae of the city police, some citizens, and one of the militia 
companies. The people were gathered in groups on the streets, 
and the words " Vigilance Committee" were freely spoken, but 
I saw no AiguA of immediate violence. Tho uaxt luurniu^, i 
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Bgaia went to the jail, and found aU things quiet, bat the mllitlA 
had withdrawn. I then went to the City Hall, saw the major, 
Van Ness, and some of the citj officials, agi-eed to do what I 
could to maintain order with anch militia as were on hand, and 
then formally accepted the commission, and took the " oath." 
In 1S51 (when I was not in California) there had been a Vigi- 
lance Committee, and it was uuderstooii that its organization 
still existed. All the newspapers took ground in favor of the 
Vigilance Committee, except the Herald (John Nugent, eilitor), 
and nearly all the best people favoreil that means of rcdresa. 
I could see tliey were organizing, hiring rendezvous, collecting 
arms, etc., without concealment. It was soon manifest that 
the companies of volunteers would go with the "committee," 
and that the public authorities could not rely on them for aid or 
defense. Still, there were a good many citizens who contended 
that, if the civil authorities were properly sustained by the 
people at large, they could and would execute the law. But the 
papers inflamed the public mind, and the controversy s})read 
to the country. About the third day after the shooting of 
King, Governor Johnson telegraphed me that he would be do^Ti 
in the evening boat, and asked me to meet him on arrival for 
consultation. I got C. K. Garrison to go with mo, and we met 
the Governor and his brother on the wharf, and walked up 
to the International Hotel on Jackson Street, above Mo^^ 
gomery. Wc discussed the state of affairs fully ; and Johnson, 
on learning tliat his jnirticular friend, William T. Coleman, waa 
the j^resident of the Vigilance Committee, proposed to go and 
see him. En route we stopped at King's room, ascertained tliat 
he was slowly sinking, and could not live long; and then near 
midniglit we walked to the Turnvercin Hall, where the com- 
mittee w;is known to be sitting in consultation. This hall was 
on Bush Street, at about the intersection of Stockton. It waa 
nil lighted up within, but the door was locked. 

The Governor knocked at the door, and on inquiry from in- 
side — Who's there?" — gjive his name. After some delay we 
were admitted into a sort of vestibule, lieyond which was a large 
hall, and we could hear the auppraaeed yoioea of a mnltituda. 
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We were Bhown into a bar-room to the right, when tlie Goverr.or 
asked to see Coleman. The man left us, went into the main 
" hall, and soou returned with Coleman, who was pale and agitated. 
After shaking hands all round, tlie Govenior said, "Coleman, 
what the devil is the matter here?" Coleman said, "Govenior, 
it is time this shooting on our streets should stop." The Gov- 
crnoi replie<l, " I agree with you perfectly, and have come down 
• fr^m Sacramento to assist." Coleman rejoined that " the peo- 
ple were tired of it, and had no faith in the ofticers of the law." 
A general conversation then followed, in which it was admitted 
that King would die, and that Casey mitst be executed ; but the 
manner of execution was the thing to be settled, Coleman con- 
tending that the people would do it without trusting the courts- 
or the sheriff. It so happened that at that time Judge Norton 
was on the bench of the court having jurisdiction, and he waa 
universally recognized as an able and upright man, whom na 
one could or did mistrust ; and it also happened that a grand- 
jmy was then in session. Johnson argued that the time had 
passed in Califoniia for mobs and vigilance committees, and 
said if Coleman and associates would use their influence to suf>- 
port the law, he (the ( Jovemor) would undertake that, as soon 
as lung died, tlie giand-jury should indict, that Judge Norton 
would try the murderer, and the whole proceeding should be as 
speedy as decency would allow. Then Coleman said " the peo- 
ple had no confidence in Scannell, the sheriff," who was, he sa 1,. 
in collusion with the rowdy element of San Francisco. Johnson 
then offered to be personally responsible that Casey should be 
aofely guarded, and should be forthcoming for trial and execn* 
tion at the proper time. I reiTi ember very well Johnson's asseiv 
tion that he had no right to make these stipulations, and maybe- 
no power to fulfill tbem; but he did it to save the city and 
state from the disgrace of a mob. Coleman disclaimed that the 
vigilance organization was a *^mob," admitted that the pro|>06i* 
tion of the Governor was lair, and all he or any one should 
ask ; and added, if we would wait awhile^ be would submit it to 
flie council, and bring back an answer. 

We waited nearly an bonr, and oonld hear the hum of Toioee 
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111 the ban, bat no wordfly when Colflman ctme lick, aooom- 

panied by a committee^ of which I think the two brothon Aj> 
riQgton, Thomas Smiley the anctioneer, Seymour, Tniett, and 
oihers, were membeza. The whole oonyenation was gone oTor 
a^Hain, and the GoTenior's propositbn was podtiTely agreed to, 
with this farther oonditlon, that the Yigilanoe Oommittee shoold 
sand into the jail a small force of their own men, to make cer 
tain that CSaaey should not be carried off or allowed to escape. 

The Goyernor, his brother William^ Garrison, and I, then 
went up to the j ill, where we found the sheriff and his jNWsa- 
comUakti of police and dtisens. These were s^led the ^ Law* 
and-Order party," and some of them took offense that the Got- 
emor should have hdd communication with the damned rebels,'' 
and seversl of them left the jail ; but the sheriff seemed to agree 
with the (Governor thai what he had done was right and best ; 
and, while we were there, some eight or ten armed men arrived 
from the Vigilance Committee, and were received by the sheriff 
(Scannell) as a part of his regular posse. 

The Governor then, near daylight, went to his hotel, and I 
to mj house for a short sleep. Next day I was at the bank, as 
usual, when about noon the Governor called, and asked mo to 
walk with him down-street. IIo siiid be bad just received a 
message from the Vigilauce Committee to tlie effect that they 
were not bound by Coleman's promise not to do any tbiuf^ till 
the regidar trial by jury should be bad, etc. lie was with reason 
furious, and asked me to go witli him to Truett's store, over 
which the Executive Committee w;i8 said to bo in session. We 
were admitted to a front-room U|>-stairs, and hoard voices in the 
l>ack-room. The Governor inquired for Coleman, but he was 
uot forthcoming. Another of the committee, Seymour, met us, 
denied in toto the promise of the night before, and the Governor 
openly accused him of treachery and falscliood. 

The quarrel became pu1)Hc, and the newsjjapors took it up 
both parties turning on the Governor; one, the Vigilantes, deny 
ing the promise made by Colenum, tlieir president ; and the 
other, the " Law-and-Order party," refusing any fnrtlier assist- 
ance, because Johnson had stooped to make terms with reboU. 
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At all events^ h» was powerleea^ and had to let matten drift to 
a ooodnBioii. 

King died about Fridajr^ Maj 20th, and the funeral was ap> 
pohited for the next Snndaj. Earlj on that day the Governoi 
sent for me at my house. I found him on the roof of tlie Litei^ 
national, from which we looked >down on the whole dtyf and 
more eapedally the face of Telegraph Hill, whidi was already 
covered with a crowd of people, while others were moving tow« 
ard the jail on Broadway. Parties of armed men, in good order, 
were marching by platoons in the same direction, and formed in 
line along Broadway, facing the jail-door. Soon a small party 
was seen to advance to this door, and knock ; a parley ensued^ 
the doors were opened, and Oasey was led out In a few 
minutes another prisoner was brought out, who proved to be 
Oora, a man who had once been tried for killing Richardson, 
the-TTnited States Marahal, when the jury disagreed, and he 
was awaiting a new triaL These prisoners were placed in car> 
riages, and escorted by the armed force down to the rooms of the 
Yigilanoe Committee, through the principal streets of the city. 
The day was exceedingly beautiful, and the whole proceeding 
was orderly in the extreme. I was under the imj)rc88ion that 
Casey and Cora were hanged that Baine Sunday, but was prob- 
ably in error ; but in a very few dayB they were hanged by the 
neck — tlead — suspended from beams projecting from the win- 
dows of the conunittee's rooms, without other trial tliau could 
be given in secret, and by night. 

AVe all thought the matter had ended there, and accordingly 
the (iovernor returned to Sacramento in disgust, and I weut 
about my business, Uut it soon became manifest that the Vigi- 
lance Committee had no intention to surrender the power thui 
u.-urpcd. They took a building on Clay Street, near Front, 
fortilied it, employed guards and armed sentinels, sat in mid- 
night council, issued wnts of arrest and banishment, and utterly 
ignored all authority but their own. A good m;iny men were 
banihlicd and forced to leave the country, but they were of that 
class wo could well spare. Yankee Sullivan, a prisoner in their 
custody, comjnitted suicide, and a feeling of general iuMcarity 
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pervaded the city. Business was deranged ; and tlie BuHetm, 
then under control of Toin King, a brother of James, poured 
ont itB abuse on some of our best men, as well as the worst. 
Governor Johnson, being again appealed to, concluded to go to 
work regularly, and telegraphed me about the Ist of June to 
meet him at General Wool's headquarters at Benicia that night. 
I went up, and we met at the hotel where General Wool waa 
boarding. Johnson had with him his Secretary of State. We 
discussed the state of the country generally, and I had agreed 
that if Wool would give us arms and ammunition out of the 
United States Arsenal at Benicia, and if Commodore Farragut, 
of the navy, commanding the navy-yard on Mare Island, would 
give us a ship, I would call out volunteers, and, when a suffi- 
cient number had responded, I would have the arms come down 
from BenioiA in the ship, arm my men, take possession of a 
thirty-two-pound-giin battery at the Marine Hospital on Rincon 
Fcnnt, thence command a dispersion of the imlawfnlly-anned 
force of tlie Vigilance Committee, and arrest aome of the leaderiL 
We ]>laycd cards that night, carrying on a conversation, in 
which Wool insisted on a procbmation commanding the Vigi- 
lance Committee to disperse, etc., and he told ns how he had on 
some occasion, as far back as 1814, suppressed a mutiny on the 
Itorthem frontier. I did not nnderstand him to make any dia- 
tinet promise of assistance that night, but he invited us to 
accompany him on an inspection of the arsenal the next day, 
which we did. On handling some rifled muskets in the area* 
nal Btorabonse he asked me how they would answer our pur- 
pose. I said thej were the very things, and that we did not 
want cartridge boxes or belts, but that I would have the car* 
tridges carried in the breeche»>pocket8, and the caps in the yest- 
poeketB. I knew that there were stored in that arsenal four 
tihoitfind muskets, for I recognized the boxes which we had 
earned ont in the Lexington around Cape Horn in 1846. After- 
ward we aU met at the quarters of Captain D. B. Jones of the 
«nnj, and I saw the Secretaiy of State, D. F. Bouglass, Esq., 
walk out with General Wool in earnest conTersatiou, and tlda 
fiecretaiy of Stats afterward asserted that Wool then and then 
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promised us the arms and aininunition, provided the Governor 
would make his proclamation for the committee to disperse, and 
that I should afterward call out the militia, etc. On the way 
back to the hotel at Benicia, General Wool, Captain Callendar 
of the arsenal, and I, were walking side bj side, and I was tell- 
ing him (General Wool) that I would also need some ammuni- 
tion for the thirty-two- pound gims then in position at Rincon 
Point, when "Wool turned to Callendar and inquired, " Did I 
not order those guns to he brought away?" Callendar said; 
•* Yes, general. I made a requisition on the quartennaster for 
transportation, but his schooner has been so busy that the giuis 
are still there." Then said Wool : " Let them remain ; we may 
have use for them." I therefrom Inferred, of coarse, that it wa» 
all agreed to SO far as he wjia concerned. 

Soon after we had reached the hotel, we ordered a buggy, 
and Governor Johnson and I drove to Vallejo, six miles, crossed 
over to ^lare Ttihind, and walked up to the commandant's house, 
where we found Commodore Farragut and his family. We 
stated our ])usiness fairly, but the conmiodore answered very 
frankly that he had no authority, without orders from his depart- 
ment, to take any part in civil broils; lie doubted the wisdom 
of the attempt; said he had no sliij) available except the John 
Adams, Cai)tain Boutwell, and that she needed repairs. But he 
assented at last to the proposition to let the sloop Jolm Adaraa 
drop down abreast of the city after certain repairs, to lie off 
tliere for moral effect^ which afterward actually occuiTed. 

We tlien returned to Benicia, and Wool's first question wan, 
" What luck ? " We answered, " Not much," and ex'plained what 
Commo<loro Farragut could and would do, and that, instead of 
iiaN-ing a nava. rcsscl, we would seize and use one of the Pacific 
Mail Company's steamers, lying at their dock in Benicia, to 
carry down to Saa Frandsco the arms and monitions when the 
time came. 

As the time was then near at hand for the arrival of the 
evening boats, we all walked down to the wharf together, where 
I told Johnson that he could not be too careful; that I had nol 
heard General Wool make a poiitiTe pramiie of BMiatiiifm 
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Upon this, Johnson called General Wool to one side, and wo 
three drew together. Johnson said : " General Wool, General 
Shennaa is very particular, and wants to know exactly wliat 
you propose to do." Wool answered : " I understand, Governor, 
that in the first place a writ of habeas corpus will be issued 
commanding the jailers of the Vigilance Committee to produt^e 
the body of some one of the prisoners held by them (which, of 
coune, will be refused) ; that yoa then isBiie your prodamatiou 
commanding them to disperse, and, failing this^ yon will call 
ant the militia, and command General Sherman with it to sup 
press the Vigilance Committee as an unlawful body ; " to which 
the Governor responded, « Yes." " Then," said Wool, ** on Gen- 
end Sherman's making his requisition, approved by you, I will 
order the issue of tlie nec^sary arms and ammunition." I ro> 
member well that 1 said, emphatically : " That is all I want. — 
Now, Qovemor, yon may go ahead." We socm parted ; John^ 
son and Douglas taking the boat to SacnunentOi and I to San 
Frandsoo. 

The Ohief-Jnstioe, Terry, came to Sea Frandsoo the next 
da7,issaedawrit of AoSsasocifjniaforthebodyofoneHalon^^ 
which writ was resisted, as we expected. The Governor then 
issued his procbunatton, and I published my orders, dated June 
4, 1855. The Qnartermaste^General of the State^ General 
Kibbe, also came to San Frandsoo^ took an oflke in the (Sty 
Hall, engaged severs! rooms for armories, and soon the men be- 
gan to enroll into companies. In my general orders calling out 
the militia, I used the ezpresdon, ^ When a suffident number 
of men are enrolled, arms and ammunition will be supplied.*^ 
Some of the beet men of the "Vigilantes" came to me and re- 
monstrated, saying that collidon would surely result ; that it 
would be terrible, etc. AD I could say in reply was, that it was 
for them to get out of the way. Remove your fort; cease 
your midnight councils ; and prevent your armed bodies from 
patrolling the streets.'' They inquired where I was to get arms, 
and I answered that I had them enrtam. But personally I went 
rig^t along with my busuiess at the bank, consdous that at anj 
moment we mig^t have trouble. Another oommittee of dti> 
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eens, a conciliatory body, was fomied to prevent collision if 
possible, and the newspapers boiled over with vehement vita* 
pcration. This second committee was composed of such men 
as Crockett, llitchie, Thornton, Bailey Peyton, Foote, Donohue, 
Kelly, and others, a class of the most intelligent and wealthy 
men of the city, who earnestly and honestly desired to prevent 
bloodshed. They also came to me, and I told them that our 
men were enrolling very fast, and that, when I deemed the right 
moment had come, the Vigilance Committee miiBt disperse, else 
bloodshed and destruction of property would inevitably follow. 
They also had diaooyered that the i>etter men of the Vigilance 
Committee itself were getting tired of the business, and thought 
that in the ezecntion of Casey and Cora, and the banishment of 
• dozen or more rowdies^ they had done enough, and were then 
willing to stop. It was suggested thaty if our Law-and-Order 
party would not arm, by a certain day near at hand tlie com- 
mittee would disperse, and some of their leadem would sub- 
mit to an indictment and trial by a jury of citizens, which they 
knew would acquit them of crime. One day in the bank a man 
called me to the counter and said, " If you expect to get arms ol 
General Wool, you will be mistaken, for I was at Benicia ye§> 
terday, and heard him say he would not give them/' This per- 
aom was known to mo to be a man of truth, and I immediately 
wrote to General Wool a letter telling him what I had heard^ and 
how any hesitation on hia part would compromise me aa a man 
<if traih and honor ; adding that I did not believe we ahonld erer 
need the anna, but only the promim of them, for '^fhe com- 
mittee waa letting down, and would aoon diqperae and anbmit to 
the law," etc I further asked him to anawer me categorically 
that very night, by the Stockton boat, which would pasa Beokab 
on its way down about midnight, and I would ait up and wait 
for his answer. I did wait for hia letter, bat it did not oome^ 
and the next day I got a telegraphic diapatch from Governor 
Johnson, who, at Sacramento, had also hesad of General Wool'a 
^back-down," askihg me to meet him again at BeniclA tliat 
night. 

T went up in the evening boat, and found Gantfil WooPi 
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lidfr^Munp^ Captain Arnold!, af the anny^on the wharf, with 
a letter in his hand, which he said was for me. I asked for it^ 
hnt he said he knew its importance, and preferred we should go 
to G^ersl Wool's room t(>gedier, and the general could hand it 
to me in penon. We did go right up to Qeneral Wool's^ who 
took the sealed parcel and hud it aside, saying that it was liv- 
erallj a copy of one he had sent to Qoyemor Johnson, who 
would doubtless give me a copy ; but I insisted that I had made 
a written communication, and was entitled to a written answer. 

At that moment aereral gentlemen of the ''Conciliation 
partj,^ who had come up in the same steamer with me^ asked 
for admission and came in. I recsll the names of Crockett, 
Foote, Bailey Peyton, Judge Thornton, Donohne, etc., and the 
oonTersation became general. Wool trying to explain away the 
effect of onr misnnderstandin^ takiug good pains not to deny 
his promise made to me personally on ths tohoif. I renewed 
my application for the letter addressed to me^ tiien lying on 
his taUe. On my statement of the case, Bailey Peyton said» 
Qeneral Wool, I think General Sherman has a right to a writ- 
ten answer from you, for he is surely compromised." Upon this 
Wool handed me the letter. I opened and read it, and denied 
any promise of anus, but otherwise was extremely erasiye and 
mm-oommittaL I had heard of the arrival at ^e whxd of 
Ihe Gkyremor and pai-ty, and was expecting them at Wool's room, 
but, instead of stopping at the hotel where we were, tLcy passed 
to another hotel on the block above. I went up and found 
there, in a room on the second floor over the bar-room, Qoy- 
emor Johnson, Chief-Justice Terrj', Jones, of Palmer, Cooke 
& Co., E. D. Baker, Volney E. Howard, and one or two othci'S. 
All were talking furiously against Wool, denouncing him as 

a d d liar, and not sparing the severest terms. I showed 

the Governor General Wool's letter to iiie, which he suid was 
in effect the same as the oue addressed to and received by 
him at Sacramento. He was so offended that lie would not 
even call on General Wool, and said he*would never again 
recognize him as an officer or gentleman. We discussed mat- 
ters generally, and Judge Terry said that the Vigilance Com- 
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mittee were a Bet of d ■ d pork-merehantB ; that thej were 
getting scBied, and that Oeneral Wool was in oollnaion with 
tiiem to bring the State into contempt, ete. I explained that 
there were no anna in the State except what General Wool had, 
or what were in the hands of the Vigilance Oommittee of San 
Frandaoo, and that the part of wisdom for ns was to be patient 
and cantions. Abont that time Crockett and his aaaoeiates sent 
up their carda^ but Teny and the more violent of the Goyemoi's 
followera denounced them as no better than '^YigiUmtes,'' anc 
wanted the GoTomor to refnae even to receive them. I ex- 
plained that thej were not ^'Yigilantea^" that Judge Thornton 
was a Law-and-Order " man, was one of the first to respond to 
the call of the aheriff, and that he went aetnalljr to the jafl with 
his one arm the night we expected the first attempt at reecne^ 
etc Johnson then sent word for them to lednce tlieir bnaineis 
to wriUng^ They simpi j sent in a written request for an au- 
dience^ and they were then promptly admitted. After some 
general conversation, the Governor said he w&s prepared to hear 
them, when Mr. Crockett rose and made a prepared speech em 
bracing a clear and fair statement of the condition of things 
in San Francisco, concluding with the assertion of the willing- 
ness of the committee to disband and submit to trial after a cer^ 
tain date not verv remote. All the time Crockett was speaking, 
TerrvsiU with his hat on, drawn over liis eves, and with his feet 
on a table. As soon as Crockett was through, they were dis- 
missed, and Johnson began to prej)are a written answer. This 
was scratclied, altered, and amended, to suit the notions of his 
counselors, and at last was copied and sent. This answer 
amounted to little or nothing. Seeing that we were powcrlees 
for good, and that violent counsels would prevail under the influ- 
ence of Terry and others, I sat down at the table, and wrote my 
resignation, which Johnson accepted in a complimentary note on 
the spot, and at the same time he a|)])ointed to my place General 
Yolney E. Howard, then present, a lawyer who had once been a 
member of Congress from Texas, and who was expected to drive 

the d d pork-morchants into the bay at short notice. 

I went soon after to General Wool's room, where I found 
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Oroekett aad tlie rest of his party ; told them that I wm out of 

the fight, having resigned my cammiBBion ; that I had neglected 
boiiDeii that had heoi hitnuted to me hy my St Lotus part* 
lun ; and that I would thenceforward mind my own hnsmesii 
and leaye pnUic afbiza severely alone. We all retomed to San 
Francisco that nJg^t hy the Stockton hoat, and I never after- 
ward had any thing to do with politics in California, perfectly 
satisfied with that short e3q>erience. Johnson and Wool fought 
ont their quarrel of veracity in the newspapers and ou ]< apcr. 
Bat, in my opinion, there is not a shadow of doubt that GK3ucral 
Wool did deliberately deceive us ; that he had authority to issue 
arms, and that, had he adhered to his promise, we could have 
checked the committee before it became a fixed institution, and 
a part of the common law of California. ^lajur-Genenil Volney 
E. Howard came to San Francisco soon after; continue*] the 
orj^i.iiizution of militia which I had begun; succeeded in getting 
a few arms from the country; hut one day the Vigilance Com- 
mittee sallied from their annorics, caj-tured the ariii.a of the 
** Law - and - Order party," put some of their men into j)ri6on, 
while General Iloward, with others, e6cajK3d to the country; 
after which the Vigilance Committee had it all their own way. 
Subsequently, in July, 1850, they arrested Chief-Justice Terry, 
and tried him for stabbing one of their constables, but he man- 
Bged to escape at night, and took refuge on the John Adams. 
In August, they hanged Iletherington and Brace in broad day- 
light, ^^thout any jury-trial ; and, soon after, they quietly dis- 
banded. As they controlled tlie press, they wrote their own 
history, and the world generally gives them the credit of having 
purged San Francisco of rowdies and roughs ; but their success 
has given great stimulus to a dangerous j>nnciple, that would at 
any time justify the uioh in seizing all the j^owcr of government ; 
and who is to say that the Vigilance Committee may not be com- 
posed of the worst, instead of the Itest, elements of a community ! 
Indeed, in San Fr.mcisco, as soon as it was demonstrated that 
the real power bad passe<l from the City Hall to the committee- 
room, the same set of bailiffs, constables, and rowdies that had 
infested the City liall were found in the employment of the 
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* YigilanteB ; " and, after three months' experience, the better 
class of people became tired of the midnight sessions and left 
the business and power of the oommittee in the hands of a 
court) of which a Sydney man was xepoited to be the head or 

chief-justice. 

During the winter of 1855-56, and indeed throughout the 
fcar 1856, all kinds of business became unsettled in California. 
The mines continued to yield about fifty milli<His of gold a yc:ir; 
but little attention was paid to agriculture or to any business 
other than that of minings" and, as the plaoer^ld was becom- 
ing worked ont, the minen were restless and uneasy, and were 
shifting about from plsise to plaos^ impelled mmors put sflosi 
for speeuktive purposes. A great many eztensive enterprises 
by joint-stock ocnnpanies bad been begun, in the way of water- 
ditchee» to bring water from the bead of the mountain-streams 
down to the richer sUnTisI depodt% and nearly all of these oom^ 
panies became embsrrsssed or bankn^t. Foreign cajdtal, also^ 
which had been attracted to Oalif omia by reason of the big^ 
rates of interest, was bdng withdrawn, or was tied up in pro^ 
erty which could not be sold ; and, althou^ our bank's having 
withstood the panio gave us great credit, still the communis 
itself was shaken, and loans of money were nakj in the ez* 
treme. A great many merdianta, of tlie highest nsm% availed 
themselves of the extremely liberal bsnkmpt law to get dis- 
charged of their old debts, without sacrificing much, if any, of 
theur stocks of goods on hand, except a lawyer's lee ; thus reidiz- 
ing Martin Burke's saying that ** many a clever fellow had been 
mined by paying his debts." The merdisntB and businessmen 
of San Francisco did not intend to be ruined by such a course. 
I raised the rate of exchange ^m three to three and a hal^ 
while others kept on at the old rate ; and I labored hard to coV 
lect old debts, and strove, in making new loans, to be on the 
ssf e side. The Stete and dly both denied much of their publit 
debt ; in fact, repudiated it; and real estate^ which the year be- 
fore had been flrstKdass security, became utterly unsalable. 

The office labor and confinement, and the anxiety attending 
the business, aggravated my asthma to such an extent that at 
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times it deprived nic of sleep, and threatened to become chronic 
and serious ; and I was also conscious that the first and original 
Ciui'^e whicli induced Mr. Lucas to establish the bank in Cal- 
ifornia had ceased. I so reported to him, and that I really 
believed that he could use his riioiiev more s^ifelv and to better 
advantage in St. Louis. Tliis met his prompt approval, and he 
instructed me gradually to draw out, j)reparat(>ry to a removal 
to New York City. Accordingly, early in April, 1857, I pub- 
lished an advertisement in the San Francisco papers, notifying 
our customers that, on the Ist day of May, we would discontinue 
business and remove East, requiring all to withdraw their ao- 
oonnts, and decUring that, if any remained on the 1st day of 
May, their balances would be transferred to tho banking^iiM 
of Parrott & Co. Ponctually to the day, this was done, and the 
business of Lucas, Turner & Co., of San Frandsoo, was discon- 
tinned, except the more difficult and disagreeable part of ool> 
lecting their own moneys and selling the real estate, to whidi 
the firm had succeeded by purchase or foreclofiare. One of fl» 
partners, B. K. Nisbet, assisted by our attorney, S. M. Bowxnaii, 
Baq^ lemained behind to okiae the bnaineM of the bank. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
OALnoBNUy mnr tosk, ahd KAjma. 
1667-1859. 

Ha VINO dosed the bank at Ssn Francisco on the let daj ol 
May, 1657, accompanied bj my family I embarked in the steamer 
Sonora for Panama^ erosscd the isthmus, and sailed to New 
York, whence we proceeded to Lancaater, Obio^ where Mra. 
Rlieniian and the family stopped, and I went on to St. Lonia. 
I found there that some changes had been made in the parent- 
hoaaei that Mr. Lucas had bought out his partner, Captain Sj- 
monds, and tliat the firm's name had bew changed to that ol 
James H. Lucas & Go. 

It had also been arranged that an office or branch was to be 
established in New Yoi^ Oity, of which I was to have chaige^ 
on pretty much the same terms and conditions as in the prerioiia 
San Frandsoo firm. 

Hr. Lnca% Major Tnmer, and I, agreed to meet in Hew 
York, soon after the 4^ of Jnly. We met accordingly at the 
Metropolitan Hotel, selected an office, No. 12 Wall 8treet| 
purchased the necessaiy furniture^ and engaged a teller, book- 
keeper, and porter. The new finn was to bear the same title of 
Lucas, Turner & Ca, with about the same partners in interest, 
but the nature of the business was totally different. We opened 
our office on the 21st of July, 1857, and at once began to re- 
ceive accounts from the West and from Oalif omia, but our chiet 
onsiness was ss the resident agents of the St Louis firm of 
James H. Lucas & Co. Personally I took rooms at No. IQO 
Prince Street, In which house were also quartered Major J. G. 
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Barnard, and Lienteiiant J. B. McPherson, United States En- 
gineera^ both of whom afterward attained great fame in the dvil 
war. 

My bnsineRfl relations in New York were with the Metropoli- 
tan Bank and Bank of America ; and with the very wealthy and 
most respectable firm of Schuchliardt & Gcbhard, of Nassau 
Street Every tiling went along swimmingly till the 2Ut of An 
gust, when all Wall Street was thrown into a spasm by the failure 
of the Ohio Life and Tniet Company, and the panic so resembled 
that in San Francisco, that, having nothing seemingly at stake^ I 
felt amnsed. Bat it soon became a serious matter even to me, 
^Vtstem stocks and securities tumbled to such a figuroj that all 
Western banks that held such securities, and had procured ad- 
vances thereon, were compelled to pay up or substitute increased 
ooIlateralsL Our own house was not a borrower in New York 
at all, but many of onr Western oonespondents were, and it 
taxed my time to watch their iptereets. In September, the 
panic extended so as to threaten the safety of even some of th« 
New York banks not oonneeted with the West ; and the alarm 
became general, and at last universaL 

In the very midst of this panic came the news that the 
steamer Central America, formeriy the George Law, with six 
hundred passengers and about sixteen hundred thousand doDari 
of treasure, coming from AspinwaU, had foundered at sea, off 
the coast of Georgia, and that about sixty of the passengers had 
been providentially jncked up by a Swedish bark, and brought 
faito Savannah. The absolute loss of this treasure went to swell 
the confusion and panic of the day. 

A few days after, I was standing in the yesdbule of the Me- 
tropolitan Hotel, and heard the captain of the Swedish bark 
tell his singular story of the rescue of these passengers. He 
was a short, sailor4ike-looking man, with a strong Qennan or 
Swedish accent. He eaid that he vras sailing from some port m 
Honduras for Sweden, running down the Gulf Stream off Sa- 
vannah. The weather had hem heavy for some days, and, about 
nightfall, as he paced his deck, he observed a man-of-war hawk 
circle about his vessel, gradually lowering, until the bird was as 
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it were aimiiig at him. He jerked out a belajring-pin, Btmck at 
the bird, nuased it^ when the hawk again rose liigh in the air, 
and a second time began to desceDd, contract liis circle, and 
make at him again. The second time he hit the bird, and struck 
it to the deck. This strange fact made him nneasj, and he 
thought it betokened danger ; he went to the binnacle, saw the 
eoQise he was steering, and without any particular reason he 
ordered the steersman to alter the course one point to the east 

After this it became quite dark, and he continued to pronto 
nade the deck, and had Bettlcd into n (bx)wsy state, when as in a 
dream he thought he heard voices all round his ship. Waking 
op, he ran to the eide of the ship, saw something struggling in 
the water, and heard clearly cries for help. Instantly headng 
his ship to, and lowering all his boats, he managed to pick up 
sixty or mora persona who were floating about on s^lights, 
doora, span, and whatever fragments remained of the Central . 
America. Had he not changed the course of his vessel by rea- 
son of the mysterious conduct of that man-of-war hawk, not a soul 
would probably have survived the night. It was stated by the 
rescued passengers, among whom was Billy Birch, that the Cen- 
tral America had safled from Aspinwall with the passengers and 
freight which left San Francisco on the Ist of September, and 
encountered the gale in the Oulf Stream somewhere off Savan- 
nah, in which she sprung a leak, filled rapidly, and went down. 
The passengers who were saved had dung to doors, skylights, 
and sudi floating objects aa they could reach, and were thus rea> 
ened ; all the rest, some five hundred in number, had gone down 
with the ship. 

The panic grew worae and worse, and about the end of Sep- 
tember there was a general snspenaon of the banks of New 
York, and a money crisis extended all over the country. In 
Kew York, Lucas, Turner & Co. had nothing at risk. We had 
laige caah balances in the Metropolitan Bank and in the Bank of 
America, all safe, and we held, for the account of the St Louis 
house, at least two himdrcd thousand dollars, of St. Louis city 
and coimty bonds, and of acceptances falling due right along, 
none extending beyond ninety days. I was adnsed from St 
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Lonis that money matters were extremely tight; but I did not 
dieam of any danger in that quarter. I knew well that Mr. 
Lucas was worth two or three million dullars in the best real 
estate^ and inferred from the la r<^'e balances to their credit 
with raethat no mere panic could shake his credit; but, early 
on the morninpj of Oct(^ber 7th, my cousin, James M. Hoyt, 
came to me in bed, and reatl me a ]>aragrai)h in the morning 
]Ki]>cr, to the efl'ect that James H. Lucas k Co., of St Louis, 
ha l sii ^ponded. I was, of course, surprised, but nut sorry* for 
I Lid always contended that a man of SO much visible wealth 
as Mr. Lucas should nnt bo en /aged in a business subjectto 
such vicissitudes. I hurried down to theoffiet^ v. hero I re- 
ceived the same information cHu-ially, l)y t^ h^^i aph, with in- 
structions to make prope r d is|)osi lion < > f the affairs of the bank, 
and to come out to St. Louis, with sin h assets as would be 
available there. I transferred the funds belonging to all our 
correspondents, with lists of outstanding checks, to one or 
otherof our bankers, and with the cash balance of the St. Louis 
house and their available assets started for St. Louis. I may 
say with confidence that no man lost a cent by either of the 
bimking-firms of Lucas, Turner & Co., of San Erandsco or 
New York; but, as usual, those who owed us were not al- 
ways as just. 

Lreached Si Louis October 17th, and found the partners 
engaged in liquidating the balances due depositors as fast as 
collections could be forced; and, as the panic began to subside, 
this process became quite rapid, and Mr. Lucas, by making a 
loan in Philadelphia^ was enabled to close out all accounts 
without having made any serious sacrifices. Of course, no 
person ever lost a cent by him: he has recently died, leaving 
an estate of eight million dollars. During his lifetime, I had 
opportunities to know him well, and take much pleasure in 
bearing testimony to his great worth and personal kindness. 
On the failure of his bank, he assumed personally all the lia- 
bilities, released his partners of all responsibility, and offer- 
ed to assist me to engage in business, which he supposed was 
due to me because I had resigned my army commission. 

I xemai]ied in St. Louis till the 7th of December, 1857» as- 
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risting in oolleetang for the l)ank, and in controlling all matteit 
which came from the New York and San Francisco branches. 
B. K. Nisbet was still in San Francisco, but had married a Miss 
Thornton, and was coming home. There still remained in Oali- 
f omia a good deal of real estate, and notes^ valued at abont two 
hundred thousand dollars in the aggregate ; so that, at Hr. Lu- 
eafl^s request, I agreed to go out again^ to bring matters^ if pos^ 
sible, nearer a final settlement I accordingly left St Louis, 
reached Lancaster, where mj family was, on the 10th, staid tihei<e 
till after Christmas, and then went to Kew York, where I re- 
mained till January 5th, when I embarked on the steamer Moses 
Tkylor (Oaptain McGK>wan) for Aspinwall ; caught the Qolden 
Gate (Oaptidn Whiting) at Panama, January 15, 1858; and 
reaished San Frandsoo on the 28ih of January. I found that 
Nisbet and wife had gone to St Louis^ and that we bad passed 
each other at sea. He had carried the ledger and books to St 
Louifl, but left a schedule, notes, etc., in the hands of 8. 
Bowman, Esq., who passed them over to me. 

On the 80th of January I published a notice of the dissdur 
tion of the partnership, and called on all who were still indebted 
to the firm of Lucas, Turner & Go* to pay up, or the notes would 
be sold at auction. I also advertised that all the real propcity 
was for sale. 

Business had somewhat changed since 1857. Panrott & Oo.; 
Garrison, Fritz & Kalston; Wells, Fargo & Co.; Drexel, Sather 
A Ohuidi, and Tallant A Wilde, were the principal bankers. 
Property continued almost unsalable, and prices were less than a 
half of what they had been in 1853-'54. William Blanding, £^ 
had rented my house on Harrison Street; so I occupied a rocm 
in the bank, No. 11, and boarded at the Meiggs House, corner 
of Broadway and Montgomeiy, which weowned. Havingreduced 
expenses to a minimnm, I proceeded, with all possible dispatch, 
to collect outstandiug debts, in some instances making sacrifices 
and compromises. I made some few sales, and generally aimed 
to put matters in such a shape that time would bring the best 
result. Some of our lieaviest creditors were John M. Rhodes & 
Oo^ of Sacramento and Shasta ; L^ngton & Co., of Downieville ; 
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and E. M. Stnmge, of Murphy's. In trying to pnt these debts 
in oonrse of settlement, I made some arrangement in Downi» 
Tille with the kw-firm of Spears & Thornton, to collect, by sni^ 
a certain note of Ghreen & Pnrdy for twelve thousand doUan 
Early in April, I learned that Spears had collected three thon- 
sand seven hnndred dollars in money, had appropriated it to his 
own nse^ and had pledged another good note taken in port pay- 
ment of three tiionsand and fifty-three dollars. He pretended 
to be insane. I had to make two visits to Downieville on this 
bnsineesi and ihere made the acquaintance of ICr. Stewart, now 
a Senator from Nevada. He was married to a daughter of Qov- 
ernor Foote ; was living in a small f ramfrhonie on the bar jost 
below the town; and his little daughter was playing about the 
door in the sand. Stewart was then a lawyer in Downieville^ in 
good pmctice; afterward, by some lucky stroke, became part 
owner of a yaluable silver-mine in Nevada, and is now accounted 
a millionaire. I managed to save something out of Spears, and 
more out of his partner Thornton. This affair of Spears ruined 
him, because his insanity wati manifestly feigned. 

I remained in San Francisco till July 3d, when, having 
collected and remitted every cent that I could raise, and got 
all the property in the best bha|te possible, hearing from St. 
Louis that business had revived, and that there was no nded of 
further feacrifice, I put all the papers, with a full letter of in- 
structions, and power of attorney, in the hands of William Bland- 
ing, Esq., and took passage on the f^ood steamer Golden Gate, 
Captain Whiting, for Panama and iiome. I reiiched Lancjifiter 
on July 28, 1858, and found all the family well. I was then 
perfectly unhampered, but the serious and greater question re- 
mained, what was 1 to do to support niy family, consisting of a 
wife and four children, all accustomed to more than the average 
comforts of life ? 

I remained at Lancaster all of August, 1858, during which 
time I was discussing with Mr. Ewing and others what to do 
next. Major Turner and ^[r Lucas, in St. Louis, were willing to 
do any thing to aid me, but I thought best to keep independent. 
Mr. £wixig had property at Chaunceyy oonaisting of salt-wells and 
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ooal-mines, but for that part of Ohio I had no fancj. Two ol 
hie sons, Hugh aud T. Jr., had established themselves at 
Leavenworth, Kansas, where they and their father had bought 
a good deal of land, some near the town, and some back in the 
Gonntry. Mr. Ewing offered to confide to me the general man- 
agement of Ill's share of interest, and Hiif^h and T. E., ,]r., offered 
me an equal copartnersliip in their law-iirm. Accordingly, about 
the 1st of Septenil)er, I started for Kansas, stopping a couple ol 
weeks in St. Louis, and reached Leavenworth. I found about 
two miles below the fort, on the river-bank, where in 1851 was 
a timgled thicket, quite a handsome and thriving city, growing 
rapidly in rivalry with Kansas City, and St. Joseph, Missouri. 
After looking about and consulting with friends, among them 
my classmate Major Stewart Van Vliet, quartermaster at the 
fort, 1 concluded to accept the proposition of Mr. Ewing, and 
accordingly the linn of Sherman ife Ewing was duly announced, 
and our services to the public offered as ftttorneys-at-law. 

We had an office on Main Street, between Shawnee and 
Delaware, on the second floor, over the office of Hampton Den- 
man, Esq., mayor of the city. This building was a mere shell, 
and our office was readied by a stairway on the outside. Al- 
though in the course of my military reading I had stu<lied a few 
of the ordinary law-books, such as Blackstoue, Kent, Starkie, 
etc., I did not presume to be a lawyer ; but our agreement 
was that Thomas Ewing, Jr., a good and thorough lawyer, 
should manage all business in the courts, while I gave attention 
to collections, agencies for houses and lands, and such business 
as my experience in baidving had qualilied me for. Yet, && 
my name was embraced in a law-firm, it seemed to me proper to 
take out a license. Accordingly, one day when United States 
Jndgo Lecompte was in our office, I mentioned the matter to 
him; he told me to go down to the clerk of his court, and 
he woul<l cn've me the license. I inquired what examination 1 
would have to submit to, and lie replied, "None at all;" he 
would admit me on the ground of general intelligence. 

During that sommer we got our share of the businesB of the 
pijfeaaon, then repfeeenled by several eminsiit law-firms, flm 
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budng nameB that bare rinoe flonriahed in the Senatei and in 
the hi^^ier oonrta ol the ooniitry. Bat the moat lucratiTe ain^^ 
caae iraa gi^en me by my friend Major Van Yliet, who em- 
ployed me to go to Fort Biley, one hnndred and thirt]^-aiz 
mika west of Fort Learenworth, to aoperintend the repaiia to 
the military road. For thia purpose he anpplied me with a 
four- mnle amhnlanoe and driver. The oonntiy waa then apaiaely 
settled, and quite as many Indiana were along the road as white 
people ; atill there were embtyo towna aU along the rente, and a 
few iarma sprinkled over the beantifol prairies. On reaohmg 
Indianola, near Topcka, I found everybody down with the 
chills and fever. My own driver became bo shaky that I had 
to act as driver and cook. Bnt in dne season I reconnoitred the 
road, and made contracts for repairing some bridga^, and for 
cutting such parts of the road as needed it. I then returned to 
Fort Leavenworth, and reported, receiving a fair compensation. 
On my way uj) I met Colonel Sumiier'ti column, returning from 
their summer scout on the y)laina, and spent the night with the 
officers, among wlioin were Captains Sackett, Sturgis, etc. Also 
at Fort Kilev I v.as conliiilly received and entertained hv some 
old army-frieuds, umong them Major Sedgwick, Captains Tot- 
ten, Eli Long, etc. 

Mrs. Sherman and children arrived out in November, and we 
spent the winter very comfortahly in the house of Thomas 
Ewing, Jr., on the comer of Third and Pottawottaniic Streets. 
On the Ist of January, 1859, Daniel McCViok, Esq., was ad- 
mitted to membership in our firm, which became Sherman, Ew- 
ing & McCook. Our business continued to grow, but, as the in- 
come hardly 8uffiex;d for three such expensive personages, I con- 
tinued to look about for sometliing mure certain and profitable, 
and during that spring unilt riook for the Hon, Thomas Ewing, 
of Ohio, to open a fann on a large tract of land he ounied on 
Indian Creek, forty miles we>t of Leavenworth, for the benefi' 
of his grand-nephew, Henry Clark, and his grand-niot^'e, ^frs. 
Walker. These arrived out in the spring, by whicli time I had 
caused to be erected a small frame dwelling-house, a bara, and 
fenoing for a hundred acres. This helped to pass away time^ 
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but afforded little profit ; and on the 11th of June, 1869, 1 
wrote to Major D. O. BneJy aosistaiit adjutant-general, on duty 
in the War Department widi Secrelaiy of War Floyd, inquiring 
if there was a vacanoy among the army paymasterB, or any thing 
in hiB line that I conld obtain. He replied promptly, and sent 
me the printed prognunme for a military oollege about to be 
organized in Loniaiana, and advised me to apply for the aaperin- 
tendenfa place, aayxng tiiat General G. Mason Gfsham, the half- 
brother of my old commanding general, R B. Mason, was 
influential in this matter, and would doubtless befriend me on 
account of the relations that had existed between General Mas(m 
and myself in GaHfomia. Accordingly, I addressed a letter of 
application to the Hon. B. 0. WioklifEe, Baton Bouge, Louisiana, 
aaking the answer to be sent to me at Lancaster, Ohio, where 1 
proposed to leave my family. But, before leaving this branch of 
the subject, I must explain a little matter of which I have seen 
an account in priut, complimentary or otherwise of llie firm 
of Sherman, Ewlng & MoGook, more especially of the senior 
partner. 

One day, aa I sat in our office^ an . Irishman came in and 
said he had a case and wanted a lawyer. I asked him to ait 
down and g|ve me the points of his case, all the other members 
of the firm bdng out Our dient stated that he had rented a 

lot of an Irish landlord for five dollars a month ; that he had 
erected thereon a small frame shanty, which was occupied by his 
family ; that lie bad paid his rent regularly up to a recent period, 
but to his bouse be bad appended a slied wbicb extended over a 
part of an adjoining vacant lot Ixjlongin^ to tbe same hindlord, 
for wbicb be was cbarged two and a balf dollars a nionlh, wbicb 
be refused to pay. Tlie conBcquence was, tliat bis landlord bad 
for a few niontlis declined even bis live dollars montlilv rent 
until tbe arrears amounted to about seventeen dollars, for wbicb 
he was sued. I told bim we would undertake liis case, of which 
I took notes, and a fee of live dollars in advance, and in due or- 
der I placed the notes in the hands of McCook, and thought no 
more of it. 

A month or so after, our client rushed into the office and said 
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liia case had heeii called at Jiidf^e Gardiici-'s (I think), and he 
wanted Lib lawyer ri^ht uway. 1 sunt him up to the Circuit 
Court, J ltd PtttitV, lor McCo(»k, but he soon returned, Baying 
he could not find McCook, anti arcordin^rly 1 liurried with him 
up to Judge Gardner's olKce, intending to ask a continuance, 
but I found our antagonist therewith his lawyer and witnesses, 
and Judge Gardner would not grant a continuance, so of 
neces--ity I had to act, hoping tliat at every minute McCook 
would come. Hut the tnal proceeded regularly to itd end ; 
we were beaten, and judgment wa.s entered against our client 
for tlie amount claimed, and costs. As soon as the matter wat 
(•ipiained to McCook, he said "execution" could not be taken 
I' r ten days, and, as our client was poor, and had nothing on 
which the landlord could levy but his house, ^IcCook advised 
p'jQ to get his neighbors together, to pick up the Iiouhc, and 
c^rry it on to another vacant lot, belonging to a non-resident, 
so that even the house could not l)e taken in execution. Thus 
the grasping landlord, though successful in his judgment, £ailed 
ia the execution, and our client was abundantly satisfied. 

In due time I closed up my business at Leavenworth, and 
went to Lancaster, Ohio, where, in July, 1859, I received notice 
from Governor WicklLffe that I had been elected superin- 
tendent of the proposed college, and inviting me to come 
down to Louisiana as early as possible, because tluy were anx- 
ious to put the college into operation by the 1st of January fol- 
lowing. For this honorable position I was indebted to Major D. 
C. Buell and General G. Mason Graham, to whom I have made 
full and due acknowledgment. Daring the civil war, it was re- 
ported and charged that I owed my position to the personal 
friendship of Generals Bragg and Beauregard, and tbit, in taking 
up arras against the South, I had been guilty of a breach of 
hospitality and friendship. I was not indebted to Gtonend 
Bragg, because he himself told mc that he was not even aware 
that I was an applicaT^t. md had favored the selection of Major 
Jenkins, another West Point graduate. G^eneral Betuv^gpid 
nothiiig whatmr to do with the niftttn* 
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CHAPTER VII. 
1859-1861. 

In the antumn of 1859, havinf; made arrangements for mj 
family to leiiiain in Lanca.sier, i proceeded, via Columbus, Cia- 
cmnati, and Louisville, to Baton liou^^e, Louisiana, where 1 
reported for duty to Governor WieklilFe, who, hy virtue of 
his ollice, was the president of the Jioard of Supervisors of 
the new institution over which I was c;illed to preside. lie ex- 
plained to me the aet of the Legislature under whieh the insti- 
tution was founded; told me that the buildiui^ was situated near 
Alexandria, in the parish of liapides, and w;is substantially 
finished; that the future management would rest with a Board 
of Supervisors, mostly citizens of Ka})ide3 Parish, where also 
resided the Guvernor-eleet, T. O. ^loore, who would soon suo- 
ceed him in his office as Governor and president ex oj/icio f and 
advised me to go at once to Alexandna, and put myself in 
coumiunication with Moore and the supervisors. Accordingly 
I took a boat at Baton Kouge, for the mouth of Red River. 
The river being low, and its navigation precarious, I there took 
the regular mail-coach, as the more certain conveyance, and con- 
tinued on toward Alexandria. I found, as a fellow-passenger 
in the coach. Judge lleiiiy l^oyce, of the United States District 
Court, \\ltli whom I had made ac'iuaintance years before, at 
St. Louis, and. as we neared Alexandria, he proposed that we 
should stop at Governor Moore's and spend the night. Moore's 
honse and plantation were on Bayou Robert, about eight miles 
from Alej^aadriiL We ioond him at home» with hii wife and « 
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married dangliter, and gpent the night there. He sent us for- 
■ward to AlexanJii:! tlie next morning,', in his own carriage. On 
mrriving at Ak'x.mdria, I put up at an inn, or boarding-house, 
and ahuost immediately thereafter went about ten miles farther 
up Bayou Rapides, to the plantation and house of General G. 
Mason Graham, to wliom T looked the prineipal man witli 
whom I had to deal. lie was a hii^di toned gentleman, and his 
whole heart was in the enterprise. lie at once put me at ease. 
"We acted together most cordially from that time forth, and 
it was at his house (hat all the details of the seminary were ar- 
ranged. We first visited the college-building together. It was 
located on an old country place of four hundred acres of pine* 
land, with numerous springs, and the building was very largQ 
and liandsome. A carpenter, named James, resided there, and 
had the general charge of the property ; but, as there was not a 
table, chair, black-board, or any thing on hand, necessary for % 
beginning, I oondnded to quarter myself in one of the rooms 
of the seminary, and board with an old black woman who 
cooked for James, so that I might personally ])ush forward the 
peccflonry preparations. There was an old raihfenee about the 
place, and a large pile of boards in front. I immediately en- 
gaged four carpenters, and set them at work to make out of 
Uieae boarda mesa-tableS) benehea, bbusk-boarda, etc I also 
opened a correspondence mth the profeaBOrs-elect, and with all 
parties of inEnenoe in the State, who were interested in onr 
work. At the meeting of the Board of Supervisoi-a, held at 
Alexandri August 2, 1859, five professors had been elected: 
1. W. T. Shennan, Superintendent, and Professor of Engineei^ 
ing, etc; 2. Anthony y all as, Professor of Mathematics, Philoa> 
ophy, etc.; 3. Francis W. Smith, Professor of Chemistry, etc; 
4» David F. Doyd, Professor of Languages, English and Aih 
dent ; 5. £. Berti St Aqge, Prof enor of French and Modem 
Languages. 

These conatitnted the Academic Board, while the general 
anperriaion remained in the Board of Snpcrviaors, composed ol 
the Goremor of the8tate, the Snperintoident of Pnblic Edu- 
cation, and twelve memberB, nominated by the GovenuMv 
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confiniied hy the Senate. The iiiotiuitiou was bound to educate 
sixteen beneficiary students, free of any cliarge for tuition. These 
had only to pay for their clothing and books, while ail otliera 
had to pay tlieir entire expenses, including tuition. 

Early in Koveniber, Profs. Smith, Yallas, St. Ange, and I, 
met a committee of the Board of Supervisors, composed of T C. 
^fanning, G. Mason Gralixun, and W. "W. Wliittington, at General 
Graliam's house, and resolved to open the institution to pupils 
on the Ist day of Janu;iry, 18G0. We adopted a series of by- 
laws for the government of the institution, which was styled 
the " Louisiana Seminary of Learning and Military Academy." 
This title grew out of the original grant, by the Congress of the 
United States, of a certain township of public land, to be sold 
by the State, and dedicated to the use of a "seminary of 
learning." I do not suppose that Congi css designed thereby to 
fiz the name or title; but the subject had so long been debated 
in Louisiana that the name, thougli awkward, had become fa- 
miliar. We appended to it " Military Academy/' aa explanatory 
of its general design. 

On the 17th of November, 1859, the Governor of the State, 
Wickli£[e, iasued officially a general circular, prepared by us, 
glTiog public notice that the " Seminary of Learning " would 
open on the 1st day of Januaiy, 1860; containing a description 
of the locality, and the general regulations for the proposed insti- 
tution ; and authorizing parties to apply for further information 
to the " Superintendent," at Alexandria, Louisiana. 

The Legislature had appropriated for the sixteen bttieficiariei 
at the rate of two hundred and eighty-three dollars per annum, 
to which we added sixty dollars as t iiition- for pay cadets ; and, 
though the price was low, we undertook to manage for the first 
year on that basis. 

Promptly to the day, we opened, with about sixty cadets 
present. Major Smith was the commandant of cadets, and 
I tlie superintendent. 1 had been to Kew Orleans^ where 
I liad bought a supply of mattresses, books, and every thing 
requisite, and we started very much on the basis of West 
Pdnt and of the Viiginia Military Institute, bnt without nni- 
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fonii8 or muskete ; yet with roll-calls, sectiouft, and recitationi, 
we kept as near the standard of West Point rb possible. 1 kept 
all the money accouutfl, and gave general directions to the stew- 
ard, professors, and cadets. The other professors had their reg- 
nlar classes and recitations. We all lived in rooms in the 
college-building, except Vallas, who liad a family, and rented a 
house near by. A creole gentleman, B. Jarreau, Esq., had been 
elected steward, and he also had his family in a house not far 
off. The other profcHsors had a mess in a room adjoining the 
mess-hall. A few more cadets joined in the course of the win- 
ter, so that we had in all, during the first tenn, seventy-three 
cadets, of whom fifty-nine passed the examination on the 
3')th of July, 1860. During our first term many defects in the 
oricrinal act of the Legislature wore demonstrated, and, by the 
advice of the Board of Supervisors, I went down to Baton Rouge 
during the session of the Legislature, to advocate and urge the 
passage of a new bill, putting the institution on a better footing. 
Thomas O. Moore was then Governor, Bragg was a member 
of the Board of Public Works, and Richard Taylor was a Sena- 
tor. I got well acquainted with all of these, and with some 
of the leading men of the State, and was always treated 
with the greatest courtesy and kindness. In conjunction with 
the proper committee of the Legislature, we prepared a new 
bill, which was passed and approved on the 7th of March, 1860, 
by which we were to have a beneficiary cadet for each parish, in 
all iiftjr-six, and fifteen thousand dollars annnidly fpr their 
maintemmee; also twenty thousand dollan for the general nse 
of the college. During that session we got an appropriafion ol 
fifteen thousand dollars for building two profesaors' houses, 
for the purchase of philosophical and chemical apparatoSi and for 
the beginning of a college library. The seminary was made a 
State Arsenal, under the title of State Central Arsenal, and I 
was allowed five hundred dollars a year as its superintendent, 
'niese matters took me several times to Baton Kongo that win* 
ter^ and I recall an event of some interest, which must have 
happened in Fcbniar}-. At that time my brother, John Sher 
mnkf wai a eandkiate^ in the national House of Beprosentatiitei^ 
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for Speaker, a<^aiii8t Bococlr, of Virginia. In the Soutli he 
was regarded aa an *' abolitionist," the most horrible of all 
mon8tei*8; and many people of Louiisiina looked at me with 
Buspicion. as the brother of the abolitioiiiist, Jolui Sherman, and 
doubted the propriety of having me at the head of an important 
State institation. By this time I was pretty well acquainted 
with many of their prominent men, was generally esteemed 
by all in authority, and by the pe(»plo of Kapides Parish es- 
pecially, who saw that 1 was devoted to my particular business, 
and that I gave no heed to the political excitement of the day. 
But the members of the State Senate and House did not know 
me so well, and it was natural that they should be suspicious 
of a Northern man, and the brother of him who was the *' aboli- 
tion candidate for Speaker of the House. 

One evening, at a large dinner-party at Governor Moore'a, 
at which were present several memljers of the Louisiana Leg- 
islature, Taylor, Bragg, and the Attorney -General Hyams, after 
the ladies had left the talilc, I noticed at Governor Moore's 
end quite a lively discussion going on, in which my name 
was frequently used ; at length the Governor called to me, 
saying: " Colonel Sherman, you can readily understand that, 
with your brother the abolitionist candidate for Speaker, some 
of our people wonder that you should bo here at the head of 
an important State institution. Now, you are at my table, and 
I assure you of my confidence. "WonH you s])eak your mind 
freely on this question of slavery, that so agitates the land! 
Yon are under mj roo^ aady wluiteyer you say, you have mj 
protection.'^ 

I answered : Gk>vemor Moore, jon mistake in calling my 
brother, John Sherman, an abolitiomst. We haye been aepa> 
rated since childhood — I in the army, and he pnraoiiig his pio* 
fession of law in North ern Ohio ; and it is poaaible we may differ 
in general sentiment, but I deny that he is considered at home 
tti abolitionist ; and, although he prefers the free institutioni 
tinder which he lives to those of ikTeiy which prevail hera^ ha 
would not of himaelf take from yon \ij Iaw or loroe any prap> 
erty whatewy 0fn ilavei." 
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Then Baid Mooie: ''Give ns yonr own TioiwB of alawy aa 
70a Bee it here and ihronghont the South.'' 

I answered in effect that ''the people of Louisiana were 
hardly responsible for slavery, aa they had inherited it ; that 1 
found two distinct ooaditioiia of slavery, domestic and field liands. 
The domestic slavei^ employed by the families, were probably 
better treated than any slaves on earth; but the condition of the 
field-hands was different, depending more on the temper and 
disposition of their masters and overseers than were those em- 
ployed about the house ; " and I went on to say that, " were I a 
citizen of Louisiima, and a member of the Legislature, I would 
deem it wise to bring the legal condition of the slaves more near 
the status of human beings under all Christian and civilized 
governments. In the first place, I argued that, in sales of alavos 
nude by the State^ I would forbid the separation of famiKes^ 
letting the father, motiier, and children, be sold together to one 
person, instead of each to the highest bidder. And^ again, I 
would advise tiie repeal of the statute wbioh enacted a severe 
penalty for even tiie owner to teach his skve to read and write^ 
because tiiat actually qualified proper^ and took away a part of 
its value; illustrating the assertion by the case of Henry 8amp- 
soo, who had been the slave of Golonel Ghambers, of Bapidea 
Parish, who had gone to California as the servant of an officer 
of tiie army, and who was afterward employed by me in the 
bank at San Frandsoo. At first he could not write or read, and 
I could only afford to pay him one hundred doUara a monfJi; 
but he was taught to read and write by Beilley, our bank-teller, 
when hia services became worth two hundred and fifty dollars a 
month, whidi enabled him to buy his own freedom and that of 
hia brother and his family." 

What I said waa listened to by all with the most profound 
attention ; and, when I was through, some one (I think it was 
Mr. Hyams) struck the table with his fist, making the glasses jin^ 
gle, and said, >^ P>y God, he is right 1 " and at once he took up the 
debate, whidi went on, for an hour or more^ on both sides with 
aMBty and Isimess. Of course, I was gbd to be tiins relieved, 
because at the time all ram In Louisiana were dreadfully ex 
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sited on questions affecting tlieir slaves, who constituted tin 
bulk of tlioir wealtli, and without whom they honestly helicTed 
that su<^ar, cotton, and rice, could not po.ssibly be cultivated. 

On the 30th and 31st of July, ISOO, we had an examination 
at the seminary, winding up with a ball, and as much publicity 
as possible to attract general notice; and immediately thereafter 
we all scattered — the cadets to tlicir homes, and the profesflon 
wherever they pleased — all to meet again on the let day of the 
next November. Major Smith and I agreed to meet in New 
Tork on a certain day in August, to purchase books, models, 
etc. I went directly to my family in Lancaster, and after « few 
days proceeded to Washington, to endeavor to procure from the 
Qencral Government the necessary mosketa and eq[iupment8 for 
onr cadets by the beginning of the next term. I was in Wash* 
ington on the 17th day of August, and hunted up my friend 
Major Buell, of the Adjutant-Generars Department, who was 
on duty with the Secretary of War, Floyd. I had with me a 
letter of Governor Moore's, authorizing me to act in his name. 
Major Buell took me into Floyd's room at the War Department, 
to whom I explained my business, and I was agreeably surprised 
to meet with such easy success. Although the State of Louisi- 
ana had already drawn her full quota of arms, Floyd promptly 
promised to order my requisition to be tilled, and 1 procured the 
neeessary blanks at the Ordnance-Office, filled them with two 
hundred cadet muskets, and all equipments complete, and was 
assured that all these articles would be shipped to Louisiana in 
season for our use that fslL These assoranoes were faithfully 
carried out. 

I then went on to New York, there met Major Smith aooord- 
ing to appointment, and together we selected and purehased a 
good supply of uniforms, dothing, and tert-books, as well as a 
Isir number of books of histovy and fiction, to oommenoe a 
library. 

When this business was completed, I returned to Lancastei, 
and remained with my &mily till the time approached for me to 
return to Louisiana. I again left my family at Lancaster, until 
aasnred of the completion of the two buildings designed for the 
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manied piofMBon for wliich I bad oontneted that spnng with 
Mr. Mills, of Alenndria, and which were well under progresi 
when I left in August One of theae was designed for me and 
the other for Yallais. Mr. £wiDg presented me with a horae, 
which I took down the river witii me, and m route I ordered 
from Qrimaley & Go. a full equipment of saddle, bridle, ete., 
the same that I used in the war, and which I lost with my horse, 
shot under me at Shfloh. 

Beaching Alexandria early in October, I pushed forward the 
construction of the two buildings, some fences, gates, and all 
other work, with the object of a more perfect start at the open 
faig of the regular term Kovember 1, 1860. 

About ibis time Dr. Powhatan Clark was elected Assistant 
Professor of Chemistiy, etc., and acted as secretary of the Board 
of Supervisors, but no other changes were made in our small 
circle of professors. 

November came, and with it nearly if not quite all onr fiist 
set of cadets, aud others, to the imiiiher of about one hundred 
and thirty. AVe divided tlieni into two comj)anie8, issued arinj 
and clothing, and began a regular system of drills and in- 
struction, as well as tlie regular recitations. I had moved into 
my new liouse, but prudently had not sent for my family, nomi- 
nally on the ground of wniting until the season was further ad- 
vanced, but really because of the storm that was lowering heavy 
on the ])oliti(al horizon. The presidential election was to occur 
in Novem]>er, and the nominations had already been made in 
stormy debates by the usual conventions. Lincoln and Hamlin 
(to the South utterly unkn(»wii) were the nominees of the Ue- 
piiblican party, and for the tirst lime both these candidates were 
from jVoi-thcrn States. Tlie Democratic {>arty divided — one set 
nominating a ticket at Chai'lehton, and tlie other at Baltimore 
Ureckenridge and Lane were the noniiiiees of the S(»utlieni or 
Democratic party ; and Bell and Everett, a kind of coin]>romise, 
mostly in favor in Louisiana. Political excitement was at its 
very height, an<l it was constantly asserted that Mr. Lincoln's 
election would imperil the Union. I purposely kept aloof from 
politics, would take no part, and remember that on the day 



Digitized by Google 



180 



of the election in November I was notified that it would be 
idvisable for me to vote for Bell and Everett, but I openly said 
I wonld not, and I did not. The election of Mr. J.incoln fell 
upon us all like a clap of thunder. Peoi)le saw and felt thai 
the South had threatened so lon^^ that, if she qoietly Bnbmitted, 
the qTio5;tion of slavery iii the Territories was at an end for- 
ever. I mingled freely with the members of the Board ol 
8iqier visors, and with the people of Bapidea Pariah genenUjy 
keeping aloof from all cliques and parties, and I certain^ 
hoped that the threatened storm would blow over, as had so 
often occurred before, after similar threats. At our seminaiy 
the order of ezerdses went along with the regularity of the 
seasons. Once a week, I had the older cadets to practise read- 
ings reciting, and elocution, and noticed that thdr selections 
were from Calhoun, Yancey, and other Southern speakers, 
treating of the defense of tiieir slaves and their home insti- 
tutions as the veiy highest dufy of the patriot Among hoja 
this was to be expe(^ed; and among the members of our 
board, though most of them deckdmed against politidana gen* 
erallj, and especially abolitionists, as pests, >et there was 
a growing feeling that danger was in the wind. I recall the 
visit of a young gentleman who had been sent from Jack- 
son, by the Governor of Mississippi, to confer with Governor 
Moore, then on his plantation at Bayou Kobert, and who had 
come over to see our college. He spoke to me openly of seces- 
sion as a fixed fact, and that its details were only left open for 
discussion. I also recall the visit of some man who was said to 
be a high o£Bcor in the order of ** Knights of the Golden Oir- 
de,*' of the existence of which order I was even ignorant, until 
explained to me by ^lajor Smith and Dr. Clark. But in No- 
vember, 1860, no man ever approached me offensivdy, to as- 
certain my views, or my proposed course of action in case of » 
cession, and no man in or out of authority ever tried to induce 
me to tal<e part in steps designed to lead toward disunion. I 
think my general opinions were well known and understood, 
viz., that "secession was treason, was war ; " and that in no event 
eould the North and Wotit permit tlio Missi^ppi lUver to past 
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OTit of tlieir control. But some men at the Sonth actually sup- 
posed at the time tliat the Noi ihwestern States, in case of a 
disruption of the (iuiieral Guvenimeut, would be drawn in self 
interest to an alliance with the South. What I now write 1 
do not olTer as any thiiiij^ like a history of the important event* 
of that time, but rather as my memory of them, the etiect they 
had on me personally, and to what extent they inlluenced mj 
personal conduct. 

South Carolina seceded Decendjer 20, 18G0, and Mississippi 
soon aTter. Emissaries came to Louibiuna to inlluence the Gov- 
ernor, Le^slature, and people, and it was the common assertion 
that, if all the Cotton States would follow the lead of South Caro- 
lina, it would diminish the chances of civil war, because a bold 
and determined front would deter the General Government from 
any measures of coercion. About tliis time also, viz., early in 
December, we received Mr, Buchanan's annual message to Con- 
gress, in which he ])ublicly announced that the (reneral Govern- 
ment had no constitutional ])ower to ''coerce a State." I con- 
fess this staggered me, and 1 feared that the prophecies and 
assertions of Alison and other European commentators on our 
fonn of government were rig! it, and that our Constitution was 
a mere rope of sand, that would break witli the first pressuro. 

The Legislature of Louisiana met on the loth of Decern- 
ber, and passed an act calling a convention of delegates from 
the people, to meet at Baton Rouge, on the 8th of January, 
to take into oooBideiation the state of the Union; and, al- 
although it was univerBally admitted that a krge majority of 
the voters of the State were opposed to secession, disunion, and 
all the steps of the South Carolinians, yet we saw that they 
were powerless, and that the politicians would sweej> them along 
rapidly to the end, prearranged by their leaders in Washington. 
Before the ordinance of secession was passed, or the convention 
bad assembled, on the faith of a telcirraphic dispatch sent by 
the two Senators, Benjamin and Slidell, from their seats in the 
United States Senate at Washington, Govemor Moore ordered 
the seisnre of all the United States forts at the mouth of the 
IfiMissipin and Uk» Pontchartnun, and of the United Stotes 
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arsenal at Baton Kouge. The fortu had no garrisoM, but tbe 
arsenal was lield by a small ('oin])any of artillery, commanded 
by Major ILiskins, a most worthy and excellent ollicer, wlio had 
lost an arm in Mexico. 1 renienibur well that I was ptrongly 
and bitterly ini]>rfsscd by the seizure of the arsenal, which 
oct'nrred on January 10, ISOl. 

When I went first to l^aion Rouge, in 1859, en route to 
Alexandria, 1 fuund Captain Iliekett's company of artillery 
stationed in the arsenal, but soon after there was somewhat of a 
clamor on the Texas frontier about Brownsville, which induced 
the War Department to order Rickett's company to that frontier. 
I remember tbit Governor Moore remonstrated with the Secre* 
Uuy of War because so much dangerous property, composed of ' 
miuketa, powder, etc., had been left by the United States lUh 
guarded, in a pariah where the slave population was as five ov 
^ to one of ^Hiites ; and it was on bis oflkial demand that 
United States doTemment ordered Haakins's company to repUuse 
Ricketf 8. This company did not number forty men. In the 
night of January 9ih, about five hundred Kew Orleana militia, 
under command of a Oolonel Wheat, went up from New Orleans 
by boat, landed, surrounded the arsenal, and 'demanded its 
surrender. Haskins was of course unprepared for auch a step, 
yet he at first resolTed to defend the post as he best could with 
his small force. But Bragg, who was an old army acquaintance 
of his, had a parley witi^ hiui, exhibited to him the vastly 
superior force of hia assailants, embracing two field*batteries, 
and offered to procure for him honorable terms, to march out 
with drums and colors, and to take unmolested passage in a 
boat up to St Louis; alleging^ further, that the old Union 
was at an end, and that a just settlement would be made be- 
tween the two new fragments for all the |»roperty stored in the 
arpenal. Of course it was Haddns's duty to have defended his 
post to the death; but up to that time the national authoritiea 
in Washington had shown sndi pusillanimity, that the officers 
of the army knew not what to do. The rssult, anyhow, was 
that Haskins surrendered his post, and at once embarked for 
St. Louifr do anna and munitions ftoied In the anenal wan 
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ecittered — some to Mississippi, some to New Orleans, some to 
Shreveport ; and to me, at the Central Arsenal, were consigned 
two thousand nniskets, three hundred Jager rifles, and a large 
amount of cartridges and ammunition. The invoices were signed 
by the fonner ordnance-sergeant, Olodowski, as a captain of 
ordnance, and I tliink he continued such on General Bra"-ir'a 
stall through the whole of the subsequent civil war. These 
arms, etc., came up to me at Alexandria, with orders from Gov- 
ernor floors to receipt for and accoimt for them. Thus I was 
made the receiver of stolen goods, and these goods the pro})erty 
of the United States. This grated hard on my feelings as an 
ex-army-oHicer, and on counting tlie arms I noticed that they 
were packed in the old familiar boxes, with the " U. S." simply 
scratched off. General G. Mason Graham had resigned as the 
chairman of the Executive Committee, and Dr. S. A. Smith, of 
Alexandria, then a member of the Stite Senate, had succeeded 
him as ch airman, and acted as head of the Board of Super- 
visors. At the time I was in most intimate correspondence with 
all of these partis, and our letters must have been full of poli 
tics, but I have ouly i*etained copies of a few of the letters, 
which I will embody in this connection, as they will show, bet- 
ter than by any tiling T can now recall, the feelings of parties at 
that critical period. The seizure of the arsenal at Baton liouge 
ooemred January 10, 1861, and the secesaion oidinance was not 
peaaed until about the 25th or 26th of the same month. At all 
events, after the Beizure of the anenal, and before the paaeage 
of the ordinance of eeceseion, yiz., on the 18th of Jannaiy, I 
wrote as follows: 

Lmmuva 8v*.n 8svnrAKT of LiiJumr* avb I 
MiUTABT AoADsuT, Jomuorjf IS, 18C1. f 

Gifvemor Thomas O. Moorr, Baton Rouge^ Louisiana. 

Sir: As I occupy a yuajj-miliUiry position under the laws of the State, I 
fleem it proper to acquaint you that I accepted such position when Louisi- 
ana waa u State in the Union, and when the motto of tUa affnunarj was 
iiiMrtad in marble over the msin door: "By the UbenMlj of the Genenl 
Government of the United States. The Psio n eile ^if^fiM.** 

Becent evinta foreahadow a great change, and it becomes all men Is 
Shooss. If ^fnii**f'*ft withdraw from the Federsl Uaioa, I prefer to main- 
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tain my allegiance to the Oonstitntion a« loDg a» a fragment of it samTM^ 
and III}" longer stay heru would bo wrong in every sense <'f tbo word. 

In that event, I beg you will send or appoint some auihorixed agent to 
t«k» eharge of tii« tniw and muiltiflos of war balonging to tiM Btota^ or 
■dyise mo what dl^MMitioii to niako of them. 

And fiirthermore, aa preddent of the Board of Siiperriaoi% I bag 70a to 
take immediate steps to relieve me as snpormtendent, the moment the 
State detijrmines to secede, for on no earthly account will I do any act or 
think niiy thoaght hostile to or in detlance of the old Government of the 
United btates. 

With great respect, yoor abadiant tarranti 



JImaapy II, IML 

To OovomorKooMM. 

My dear Sir : T take it for granted that you have been expecting for 
some days the accompanying paper from me (the above official letter). I 
have repeatedly and again made known to General Graham and Dr. Smith 
that, in the erent of a MTenuioe of the re]afti(»ia hitherto aziitiiig betfreeo 
the Oonfederated States of thia Union, I would be foreed to ehooea the old 
Union. It is barelj poerible all the States maj aaoede. South and North, 
that nevr combinations may result, but this process will be one of time and 
uncertainty, and I oaBBOt with mjr opiniooa await the sabieqQe&t develop- 
ment. 

I have never been a politician, and therefore undervalue the excited 
ftalinga and oplniom <rfpreiant rolera, but I dofUnk, if this people oannol 
azeonto a form of government like the present^ that a wona one will raeolt 

I will keep the oadets aa qoiet aa possible. They are narvoos, bnl I 
think the interest of the State reipires them here, goarding this property, 
and acqairing a knowledge whieh will be osefol to joor State in sftar> 
times. 

When I leave, which I now regard as certain, the present professors can 
manage well anongh, to afford 700 Msora time to find a aaitaUa aneceseor 
to mab Yon might order lla^oit Smith to reeeipt for the arms^ and to 
exercise military oommand, while the aeademio ezereises eoold go on nndec 
the board. In time, some frentlcman will turn up, better qoalified than I am, 
to carry on the seminary to its ultiraate i)oint of 8Uco<>9s. I entertain ths 
kindest feclinjjrs to'.vnril all, nn 1 would leave the State with maoh r^^retg 
only in great evants we must choose, one way or the other. 

Trulj, joor friend, 

W. T. Bbbkab. 
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Or. a A. Sum, Pmideni Board ^ 8up§rwitaii% Baton Souge, LovUkma, 
Dbab Sib : I have Just finlihed mj quarterly report! to the panott of 
all the cadets here, or who havo heen here. All mj books of acoonnt are 

written up to date. All bills fur the booses, fences, eto., are settled, and 
nothing now remains but the dailj routine of ret itations and drills. I have 
writfcn otTieially and unofficially to Governor Moure, that with my opinions 
of tiie ( hiiiiicd ri.rht ot' recccssiou, of the seizure of public forts, arsonala, 
etc, and the ignumiuiuua capture of a United States garrison, siationod 
In jonr midst, as a guard to tho artfloal and for tho protection of your 
own people^ it wonld be hi^j Improper for mo longer to rezn^n. No 
great incoaTenlenee can restdt to tho seminarj. I will be the chief loser, 
I came down two raontlis before mj pay commenced. I made sacrifices in 
Kansa.s to enable me thus to obey the call of Governor Wicklitfe, and yon 
know that last winter I declined a most advantageous offer of employment 
abroad; and tbus far I have received nothing as saperint^dent of the 
aiaonal, though I went to Waabington and Now Tork (at mj own oi« 
paoM) on the &ith of tho flvo hundred doQars salary pro - ^od. 

These are aB small matters in oomparison wiUi thu^u inTolved in fho 
pre8cnt state of tho country, which will cause sacrifices by millions, Instead 
of by liumlreds. The more I think of it, tho tnnre I think Ishould bo away, 
the s*>oi)er tlie better ; and there fore I hope you will join with Ctovernor 
Moore in authorizing me to turn over to Major J^iuith tho military command 
here, and to the academic board the control of the dailj exercises and 
reeitationa. 

There win bo no nsesssity oi yonr oondng np. Yon oan lei M^for 
Smith reoeivo the few hnndreds of cash I bare on hand, and I oan mod 

yon on a day cert.iin in New Orleans, when we can settle the bank account. 

Before I leave, I can p;iy tho steward Jarrcan his account for the month, 
ftnd there would be no necessity for other payments till about the cIo.ho of 
March, by which time the board can meet, and elect a treasurer and superin- 
tendent also. 

At present I have no class, and (here will bo none ready UU aboni tho 

month of May, when there will bo a class in " snrveying/' Even if yon do 
not elect a superintendent in the mean time, M^'or Smith could easily teach 
iliU cla.ss, M ho is very familiar with the suhject-iiuitt- r. Indeed, T think 
jou will do well to Ic:ive the subjoot of anew superintendent ontU one per- 
fectly satisfactory turns up. 

There is only one fhvor I wonld ask. Tlie seniinary has plenty of money 
la bask. Tho LoflMatnro wtU snrely appropriate for my salary aa superin- 
tendent of this arsenal. Wonld yon not 1^ mo make my drafts on fho 
State Treasury, send them to yon, let the Treasurer note them for payment 
when tho a^ropriatloa la made, an l then psj thtm ool of the saminaiy 
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Aindf The drafts will be paid in Maroli, and the sominarT will lorn 
noUiin?^. This would be just to uic; for 1 actually epent two hundred dol- 
lars and more in going to "Waslungton aiid New York, theruby Bocuring 
from the United States, in advance, three thousand dollars' worth of the 
▼•17 bett ami; and dotUng and bo<^ at a dear profit to Uio maaSaurj 
of over eight handred doUara. I maj be aome time in flndingnew empioj* 
ment, and will stand in needoftlila monaj(flTe hundred doUara); olher- 
wiso 1 would abandon it. 

I will Dot ask you to put the Board of Snpervisors tO the trouble of 
(peeting, onleas 70a oan get a quorum at Baton Rougu. 

With great respeot, your Mend, 

W,T>Bmwia». 

By course of mail, I received the following answer from 
Governor Moore, the original of which I still possess. It is all 
in General iii-a^'s handwritiug, with which I am familiar : 

HxMomfu OmoB, I 
Bsaom Beeea, LoenuvA, ifamary tl, IML f 

Kt nmAM Sib: It ia with the deepeat regret I admowledge reoeipt of 
fom eoaimnDieaticni of the 18th inst In the preaaore of ofBoial buineaa, 
I oan now only reqneat 70a to tranafer to Prof. South the arms, mnni* 

tions, and funds in 7oar hands, whenever you conclude to withdraw fh>m 
the position you have filled with so luuch distinction. You cannot regret 
more than I do tlio necessity which doprivcH us ()f your services, and you 
will bu&r with you the respect, confidcuce, and admiration, of all who have 
been asaoofated with 70U. Ver7 tral7, 70iir Mend, 

Thomas 0. Moon. 
CMffNd W. T. SHinmr, 3iipmiiUtmM Militanf A Md m g , AkamMm, 

I mnst have received several letters from Bragg, about this 
time, which have not been preserved ; for I find thst, on the 
1st of Febmaiy, 1861, 1 wrote him thus : 

SxKiKABr or LxAxinve, I 
AuzAKitBiA, LouiauxA, AkiMry i, UtU ) 

ChUmel Biuirroif Bbaoo, BaUm Jtottge^ Loumaiuu 

Dbar Sir: Yours of January 28d and 27th are received. I thank yott 
most kindly, and Governor Moore through 70a, for the Idnd manner in 
which you have met my wishes. 

Now that I cannot be oompromlsed by political erenta, I will ao ahape 
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my C4>ur30 as best toterre the iiwtitatioa, wbiob has a strong hold on mj 
affections and resp^oL 

The Board of SaparvlMin vIUIm ealled for the 9th fautant| and I will eo> 
operate with thesn in their measoree to plaoe matters here on a safe sbd 
ieoore baria. I expect to be here two weeka» and will make 70a fall re> 
turns of raoner and property belonging to the State Contr.il Arsenal. All 
the anm and ammanition are safely stored bore. Then I will write 70a 
more at length. With sincere respect, yoar friend, 

W. T. Sbbmas. 

Kajor Smithes receipt to me, for the amu and property be* 
longing both to the seminarj and to the arsenal, la dated Febni 
ary 19, 1S61. I subjoin also, in this connectioiii, copies of one or 
two papers that may prove of interest : 

Bmi SovaBi JteMry «k IML 

Kt dbab Sib : Your letter waa di47 reoelved, and would hare beem 

answered ere tbis time ooold I have arranged sooner the matter of tho 
five bundroil dollars. I shall go from hereto No \y Orleans to-day or to- 
morro\r, and will remain there till Saturday after next, perhaps. I ahall 
expect to meet you there, as indicated in yonr note to me. 

I need not tell 700 that it ia wHh no ordinary regret that I tIow 701V 
determination to leave ns, for really I believe that the aoeoeea of our inatt* 
tation, now almost aasnred, is jeopardized thereby. I am tore that we will 
never have a snperintondent with whom I shall have more pleaaaat rela> 
tioos than those which have existed between yourself and iiio. 

I fully appreciate the motives which have induced you to give up a 
podtioB preaenthig ao maii7 advantagea to 70iuaelf, and slnoerely hope that 
70a iiia7, ia aa7 f\ittiiro eaterpriao, aqjoj the anooeaa whidh jwt oharaoltr 
and ability merit and deserre. 

Shonld jDix corae down on tho Rapides (•'teamor), please look after my 
wife, who will, I hope, accompany you on said boat, or some other good one. 

Oolonel Bragg informs me that the neces^y orders have been given for 
tiie tranafiff and receipt by Mi^or Smith of the public property. 

I herewith traaamit a reqneat to the 8eeretar7 to oonTeoe th« Board ef 
Bnpervisors, that they may act as seems beat to them ia the premises. 

In the mean time. Major Smith will command by seniority the oadeta, 
and the Academic Board will bo able to conduct the scientific exercises of 
the institution until the Board of Supervisors can have time to act. Hoping 
lesMet Ton soob at the St. Ohariea, I am. 

Most tnij, yonr Mend and aerraa^ 8^ A. SMiiia 

P.&-43ovanor Uaoia deeiraa meto eipiMaUs fNlbnifsgNtthift 
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the State is about to lose one who we all fondlj hoped had cast his desti- 
nies for weal or for woo uiuou^' U8 ; uud that he is soncsiblo that we Iom 
thereby an officer whom it will be dilhcult, if uot impossible, to replace. 

S* A> S* 

Baton Bocob, Ftbruarg U, 186L 

7b Jfdffor Shbmav, Almondria, 

DiAB Sib : I have been In Kew OiImiis for ten dayt, and on retnrntaig 

hero find two letters from joa, also yoar prompt an^iwor to the resolution 
of tlio House of Heprescntatives. for which 1 am much ohligcil. 

The roHolutiuii parsed the histday before adjournmeut. I w as purposing 
to respond, when your welcome reports came to hand. I have arranged to 
pay you your five hundred dollars. 

I will laj nothing of general poUtioB, except to give mj opinion that 
there U not to be any war. 

In that eventi wonld it not be possible for yon to beoome a dtlnn of 
onr State ? Every one deplores your determination to leave us. At the 
same time, your friends feel that you are abandoning a position that mighi 
become an object of desire to any one. 

I will try to meet you in 'Sew Orleans at any time yoa may indicate ; 
bnt it would be beet tat yon to stop here, when, if possible, I wiU aeooBi> 
pany you. Should jon do so^ yon will find me just abore the Stato-Hoose^ 
and facing it. 

Bring with yon a few copies of the *' Rules of the Seminary." 

Yours truly, &, A. Qmsou 

LoonuSA 8tats SKtfTNAitr or Ijua>-Txa Ajr» I 
IbUTAXT AoADXUY, Fthntary 14, 1861. ) 

(kHioml W. T. SBSEicAjr. 

Sib : I am inatmoted by the Board of Supervisors of this lnstitnti<m to 
present a copy of the resolutions adopted hy tliem at their last meeting: 

" Ixesolred, That the thanks of the Bitard of Supervisors fire due, and are 
hereby tondered, to Colonel Williani T. Shennan f^r the able and efficient 
manner in which he has conducted the uliairs of the sominary during the 
time the institution has been under his control — a period attended with 
unusnal difSeulties, requiring on the part of the superintendent to snecess 
ftilly overccHne them a high ord«r of administratiTe talent. And the board 
forther bear willing tostitnony to the valuable services that Oolonel Sher> 
man has rendered them in their efforts to establish an institution of learn- 
ing in nocordance wit!i the bcnoficeiit (lc<:-"n of the State and Federal Gov- 
ermnonts ; evincing at all times a re;Hline>:s to adajit himself to the evor- 
Taryiug requirements of an institution of learning in its infancy, struggUug 
l» ithdn a poaMoB of hoBor and wseftilnesi 
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BMohed^further^ That, in accepting the resignation of Colonel Sher- 
mail 11 Superintendent at tfie* State Bemiiurj of Learning and MOiteiy 
Aoademj, we tender to him anoranees of oar high personal regard, and 
oar ainoere regret at the occnrrenoe of oaaies lhat render it necessary to 
part with so esteemed and Tilned a fHend, aa well aa oo-laborer in the 
oaase of »daoation.** 

PowBAUur O&Ain^ Stantary fe tfte Bnurd, 

A oopj of the reeolvtion of tiio Academie Botid, paaaed aft 
thfllr eeeaon of April 1, 1861 : 

Setohtd, That in the resignation of the luto Buperintendent, Colonel 
W. T. Sherman, the Academic Board deem it not improper to express their 
deep eonTiollon of tfie loaa the inatltotf on hat snetaloed in heing thoa de> 
fnived of an aUe head. Th^j oannot M to appreeiate the manlineaa of 
oharaoter whieh has alwajs marked the aotiona of Colonel Sherman. While 
he is personally endeared to many of them as a friend, they consider it their 
high plcnsnre to tender to him in this resolution their regret on his separa- 
tion, and their sincere wish for hia future welfare." 

I hare giyan the aboro at some lengUi, l>ecaiue> daring tha 
Ml war, it was in Sonfhem drcleB asserted that I was guilt/ 
of a breaeh of hospitality in taking up arms against the Sonth. 
Thej were manifestly the aggressors, and we oonid only defend 
onr own bj asssiling them. Yet, without any knowledge of 
what the fatnre had in store for me, I took miiisnal precanlions 
that the institution should not be damaged by my withdrawal 
Ahont the 20th of Pebmary, having tnmed OTer all pnt'jperty, 
records, and mon^, on hand, to Major Smith, and taldng wi& 
me the necessary docnments to make the final settlement with 
Dr. 8. A. Smith, at the bank in New Orleans, where the funds 
of the institution were deposited to my credit, I took passage 
firom Alexandria for that d^; and airived there, I think, on the 
S8d. Dr. Smith met me, and we went to the bank, where I 
turned over to him the balance^ got him to audit all my ac- 
counts, certify that they were correct aod just, and that there rc 
mained not one cent of balance in my hands. I charged in my 
account current for my salary up to Uie end of February, at the 
rate of four tbousMid dollars a year, and for the five Inmdred 
dollars due me as superintendent of the Gentral Arsenal, all ol 
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vhich was due and had been fairly earned, and then I stood free 
and discharged of any and eray oUigftdon, honorary or huai- 
nev, that was due by me to tiie State of Lonisiaiia, or to any 
aorporation or indiTidmd in tliat StKte. 

This business oocnpied two or three days, during which 1 
staid at the St Lonis Hotel I usually sat at table with Colo- 
nel and Mra. Bragg, and an officer who wore the uniform of 
the State of Looiriana, and was addressed as captam. Bragg 
wore a colonel's nnif onn, and explained to me that he was a 
colonel in the State serYioe, a colonel of artillery, and that some 
companies of his regiment garrisoned Forts Jackson and St 
Philip, and the arsenal at Baton Bonge. 

Bieanregard at the time had two sons at the Seminary oi 
Learning. I had given them some of my personal care at the 
fathei's request, and, wanting to tell him of their condition and 
progroea, I went to his usual office in the Gnstom-House Build- 
ings and found him in the act of starting for Montgomcfj, Ala> 
hama. Bragg ssid afterward that Beauregard had been sent for 
by Jefferson Davis, and that it was nunored that he had been 
made a biigadie^general, of which h/A he seemed jealous, be- 
cause in the old army Bragg was the senior. 

Davis and Stephens bad been inaugurated President and 
Vice-President of the Confederate States of America, February 
18» 1800, at Montgomery, and those States only embraced the 
seven cotton States. I recall a con venation at the tefr^able, <me 
eyening, at the St Louis Hotel. When Bragg was speaking 
of Beauregard's promotion, Mrs. Bragg, turning to me, said, 
" You know that my husband is not a favorite ^vith the new 
President." My mind was resting on Mr. Lincoln as the new 
President, and I said I did not know that Bragg had ever met 
Mr. Lincoln, when Mrs. Bragg said, quite pointedly, " I didn't 
mean your President, but our President," I knew that Bragg 
hated Davis bitterly, and that he had resigned from the army 
in 1855, or 185G, because Davis, as Secr^ary of War, had or- 
dered him, with his battery, from Jefferson BtRlckB, Missouri, 
to Fort Smith or Fort AV^ashita, in the Indian country, as Bragg 
expressed it, to chase Indians with siz-pounden." 
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I vibiteJ the quartermaster, Colonel A. C. Myern, who hud 
refligned from the anuy, January 28, 1801, ami had Hcce[>ted 
service under the new regime. His oftice was in tlie aamu 
old ruom in the Lafayette Square huilding, wliich he had in 
1853, when I was there a commissiiry, with the same picturc« 
on the wall, and the letters " IJ. S." on every thing, including 
hib desk, papers, etc. I asked him if he did not feel funny 
" Ko, not at aU. The thing was inevitahle, secession was a com- 
plete success; there would be no war, but the two Govemmenta 
would settle all matters of business in a friendly spirit, and each 
would go on in ito allotted spliero, witliout further confusion." 
About this date, Feljruary IGth, General Twiggs, Myers's father- 
in-law, had surrendered his entin; coTiniiaiid, in the Department 
of Texas, to Bome State troops, with all the Government prop- 
erty, thus consummating the tirst serious step in the drama of 
the conspiracy, which was to fonn a confederacy of the cottoa 
States, before working npon the otlier slave or border States, 
and before the 4th ol March, the day for the inangantion ol 
President Lincoln. 

I walked (he streets of New Orleans^ and found bnoinoai 
going aknig as usual. Ships were strung for miles along the 
lower levee, and steamboats above, all dischaiging or receiving 
cai^. The Pelican flag of Louisiana was flying over the Custom- 
House, Mint, City Hall, and everywhere. At the levee shipa 
carried every flag on earth except that of the United States^ and 
I was told that during a procession on the 22d of February, cele- 
brating their emancipation from the despotism of the United 
States Gk>Temment, only one national flag was shown from a 
boose, and that the house of Cuthbert Bullitt, on Lafayette 
Squfli-e. He was commanded to take it down, bnt he refused, 
and defended it with his pistoL 

Tbo only officer of the army that I can recall, as being there 
at the time, who was faithful, was Ooloikel 0. L. Kilbum, of 
the Gommissaiy Department, and he was preparing to escape 
North. 

Everybody regarded the change of Government as final; 
that Loiiiiaan% by a mere declantion, was a free and mdepen- 
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dent State, aod could enter into anjr new alliance or couibinatiou 
■he cliose. 

Men were being enlisted and armed, to defend tlie State, and 
there was not the least evidence that the national Athninistration 
designed to make any elloit, by force, to vindicate tlie national 
authority. I therefore bade adieu to all my friends, and about 
the 25th of February took ray departure by railroad, for Lan- 
caster, via Cairo and Chicinnati. 

Before leaving this subject, I will simply record the fate of 
some of my associates. The seminary was di8])orsed by the war, 
and all the professors and cadets took service in the Confederacy, 
except Vallas, St. Ange, and Cadet Taliaferro. The latter joined 
a Union regiment, as a lieutenant, after Xew Orleans was re- 
taken by the United States tleet, under I'arragut. I think that 
both Vallas and St. Ango have died in poverty since the war. 
Major Smith joined the rebel army in N'irginia, and was killed 
in April, 1865, as he was withdiawiiig his garrison, by night, 
from the batteries at Drury's lUutl', at the time General Leo 
began his final retreat from Richmond. Boyd became a captain 
of engineers on the stall' of General liichard Taylor, was captured, 
and was in jail at Natchez, Mis>issi])pi, when I was on my Mo> 
ridiaa expedition. He succeeded in getting a letter to me on 
my arrival at Vicksburg, and, on my way down to New Orleans, 
I stopped at Natchez, took him along, and enabled him to eSidOt 
an exchange through General Banks. As soon as the war was 
over, he returned to Alexandria, and reorganized the old insti- 
tution, where I visited him in 18(57; but, the next winter, the 
building took &re uid bomed to the ground. The students, 
iibraiy, appai-atus, etc., were transferred to Baton Rouge, where 
(he same in t 'nit ion now is, under the title of the Louisiana 
Universi^. I have been able to do them many acts of kind- 
neee, and am still in oorrespondenoe with Oolonel Boyd, iti 
president. 

General G. Mason Graham is still living on his plantatbiii 
on Bayon Eapides, old and mnch respected. 

Br. 8. A. Smith became a surgeon in the rebel anny, and at 
the dofld of tlie mat was medieal director of the tnns-Hiasie 
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sippi Department, with General Kirby Smith. I haye seen him 
eince the war, at New Orleans, where he died about a year ago. 

Dr. CSark was in Washington recently, applying for a place 
as United States consul abroad. I assisted him, but with no 
success, and he is now at Baltimore, Maryland. 

After the battle of Shiloh, I found among the prisoners 
Oadet Bairow, fitted him out with some dean clothing, of which 
he was in need, and from him' learned that Oadet Workman 
was killed in that batde. 

Gk>Temor Moore^s plantation was devastated by General 
Bsnki^B troops. After the war he appealed to me^ and thnn^^ 
the Attomey-Gtoieral, Henry Stanbeiy, I aided in having hit 
land restored to him, and I think he is now liylng there. 

Bragg, Beauregard, and Taylor, enaeted high parts in tbt 
•noceeding war, and now reiKde In Loniiiana or Tena 

It 
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Dmnm the time ai tiiete evente in Louiiiaiis, I wai in eon 
•tant oorreispondenoe with my bmllier, John Sherman, at Wash 
ington ; Mr. Ewin^^ at Lancaster, Ohio ; and Major H. 8. Turner, 
at St. Lonia. I had managed to maintain my family oomf ortably 
at Laneaater, bnt was extremely anziona abont the fntme. It 
looked like the end of my career, for I did not suppoae that 
civil war " conid give me an employment that would provide 
for the family. I thought, and may have said, that the national 
eriais had been brought about by the politiciane, and, as it 
waa ui>on UP, they " might fight it out." Therefore, when I 
turned North from New Orleans, I felt more disposed to look to 
St lA>uis for a home, and to Major Turner to find me employ- 
ment, than to the public service. 

I left New Orleans about the 1st of March, 1861, by rail to 
Jackson and Clinton, Mississippi, Jackson, Tennessee, and 
Colmnbus, Kentucky, where we took a boat to Oairo, and thence, 
by rail, to Cincinnati and Lancaater. All the way, I heard, in 
the ears and boats, warm discussions about politics ; to the effect 
that, if ^Ir. loucoln should attempt coercion of the seceded 
States, the other slave or border States would make common 
cause, when, it was believed, it would be madness to attempt 
to rednce them to subjection. lu the South, the people were 
earnest, fierce and anp^ry, and were evidently organizinf^ for 
action; whereaa, in IlUnoia, Indiana, and Ohio, I saw not the 
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leagt sign of preparation. It certainly looked to mc as tbongli 
the people of the North would tamely submit to a disruptioil of 
the Uniun, and the orators of the South used, openlj^ and con- 
stantly, the expressions that there would be no war, and that a 
lady's thimble would hold all the blood to be shed. On reaching 
Lancaster, I found letters from my brother John, in vitinc^ me to 
come to Washington, as he wanted to see me ; and from !Major 
Turner, at St. Louis, that he was trying to secure for me the 
office of president of the Fifth Street Railroad, with a palary 
of twenty-live hundred dollars; that ^Ir. Lucas and 1). A. 
January held a controlling interest of Ftock, would vote for 
me, and the elect i<tn would occur in March. This suited me 
exactly, and I answcn 'l Turner that I wuuM accejit, with thanks, 
lint I also thought it right aiwi ])ropcr tliat I slionhl lirst go to 
Wasliini'ton, to tjilk with niv brother, Senator Sherman. 

Mr. Lincoln had just been installed, and tlie newspapers were 
filled with rumors of every kind indicative of war ; the chief act 
of interest was that Major R<jbert Anderson had taken by night 
into Fort Sumter all the troops garri.-oiuTig Charleston Harbor, 
and that he was determined to defend it against the demands of 
tlie State of South Carolina and of the Confederate States. I 
must have reached Wasliington alxnit the I'Hhof ^Farcli. I found 
my brother there, just ai>pointed Senator, in j'lace of ^fr. Chase, 
who was in the cabinet, and I have no doubt my opinions, 
thoughts, and feelings, wronglit up by the events in Louisiana, 
seemed to him gloomy and extravagant. About Washingtrm T 
Baw but few signs of preparation, though the Southern Senators 
and Representatives were daily soundingtheir threats on the iloors 
of Congress, and wci e publicly withdrawing to join the Confed- 
erate C(»ngress at i^bintg<»merv. Even in the War Hepartnient 
and about the public ollices there was oi>en, unconcealed talk, 
amounting to hiLrh-treas(m. 

One day, J( »hn Shentian took mc with him to sec Mr. Lincoln. 
He "walked into tin; room wheie the secretary to the President 
now sits, we found the room full of people, and Mi-. Lincoln 
sat at the end of the tal)le, talking with three or f»»ur gentle- 
men, who soon left John walked up, shook hands, and took a 



i^iyiu^ca Uy Google 



loasouBL 



[1861 



chair near hira, holding in his hand some papers referring to 
minor appointments in the State of Ohio, wliich formed the 
suhject of conversation. Mr. Lincoln took the papers, giiid he 
would refer them to the proper heiids of departments, and 
would bo glad to make the appointments asked for, if not 
already promised. John then turned to me, and said, "Mr. 
President, this is mj brother, Colonel Sherman, who is just up 
from Louisiana, he may give you some inforniutiun you want*' 
"All I "said Mr. Lincoln, "how are they getting along down 
there ?" I said, " Tliey think they are getting along swimming- 
ly — they are preparing for war." " Oh, well ! " Baid he, " I 
guess we'll manage to keep house." I was silenced, said no more 
to him, and we soon left. I was sadly disappointed, and remem- 
ber that I broke out on John, d — ning the politicians generally, 
saying, " You have got things in a hell of a iix, and you may get 
them oat as you best can/' adding that the country was sleeping 
on a yolcano that might burst forti) at any minute, but that I was 
going to St Louis to take cm of my family, and would have 
no mora to do ydiSk it. Jolm begged me to be more patient, 
bnt I laid I wonid not; that I had no time to wait, that I 
was off for 8t Louis; and off I went. At Lancaster I foond 
letters from Major Turner, inviting me to Bt Louis, as the 
place in the Fifth Street Bailroad was a sue thing, and that 
Hn Lncas would rent me a good house on Locust Street, suitable 
for my family, for six hundred dollars a year. 

Mrs* Sherman and I gathered our famfly and effieets togedier, 
started for St. Louis March 27th, where we rented of Mr. 
Lncas the house on Locust Street, between Tenth and Eleventh, 
and ocenpied it on the 1st of April. Charles Ewing and John 
Hunter had formed a law-partnership in St. Lonis, and agreed 
to board with ns, taking rooms on the third floor In the latter 
part of March, I was duly elected president of the Fifth Street 
Raiboad, and entered on the disdbaige of my duties April 1, 
1861. We had a central office on the comer of Fifth and Lo- 
eost, and alto another up at the stables in Bremen. The road 
was well stodrad and in foil operation, and all I had to do was 
to watch the economical administration of eiistingaffidrB, which 
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I endeavored to do with fidelity and zeal. But the whole air 
was full of wars and rumors of war8. The stru^jgle was going 
on politically for the border States. Even in Missouri, which 
was a blavc State, it was manifest that the Governor of the State, 
Claiborne Jackson, and all the leading politicians, were for the 
South in case of a war. The house on tlie northwest corner of 
Fifth and Pine was the re])cl headquarters, where the rebel flag 
was himg publicly, and the crowds about the riiintcrs' House 
were all more or less rebel. Tlierc was also a cimp in Liudell's 
Grove, at the end of Olive Street, mider coniniand i»f (ieneral 
D. M. Frost, a Nortliern man, a graduate of West Point, in 
open sympathy with the Southern leaders. This camp was 
nominally a State camp of instruction, but, beyond doubt, wa« 
in the interest of the Southern cause, designed to be used against 
ihe national authority in the event of the General Government's 
sttempting to ooerae the Southern Confederacy. General Wil- 
liam S. Hitmej was in pcanmaml of the Department of MiBaonri, 
and resided in 2ik own honae^ on Fourth Street, below Market ; 
and there Were five or six oomponies of United States troops in 
the arsenali commanded by Captain K. Lyon ; throughout the 
city, there had been organised, almost ezdusively out of the 
Gennan part of the population, four or five regiments of Ilome 
Chiards," with which moTement Frank BhuTi B. Grata Brown 
John H. Sehofidd, Clinton B. Fisk, and others, were most 
active on the part of the national authorities. Frank Blair's 
brother Montgomery was in the cabinet of Mr. linooln at 
Washington, and to him seemed committed the gcnersl man- 
agement of affsiis in Missouri 

The newspapers fanned the pnUic exdtement to the higl^ 
est pitdi, snd threats of attacking the arsenal on the one 
hand, and the mob of d— d rebels in Camp Jackson on 
the other, were bsndied about. I tried mj best to keep ont 
of the ennent, and only talked freely with a few men ; among 
them Colonel John O'FaUon, a wealthy gentleman who r» 
sided above St Louis. He diafly came down to my office in 
Bremen, and we walked up and down the pavement by the 
hour, deploring the sad condition of our ooontiy, and the seeni^ 
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ing drift toward diflsolntion and anardij. I lued also to go 
down to the arsenal oocsadonally to see Lyon, Totten, and otlier 
of mj anny aoquaintance, and waa glad to aee them making 
preparations to defend their post, if not to aasome the offenaive. 

The bombardment of Fort Sumter, which waa announced 
by telegi-aphy began April 12tb, and ended on the 14th. We then 
Imew that the war was actually begun, and though the South waa 
openly, manifestly the aggressor, yet her friends and apologists 
insisted that she was simply acting on a justifiable defensive, 
and that in the forcible seizure of the public forts within her 
limits the people were acting with reasonable prudence and fore- 
sight. Yet neither party seeiiied willing to invade^ or cross the 
border. DaTis, who ordered the bombardment of Sumter, knew 
the temper of his people well, and foresaw that it would predpio 
tate the action of the border States; for almost immediately 
Yir^nia, North Carolina, Arkansas and Tennessee, followed 
the lead of the cotton States, and oonyentions were deliberating 
in Kentucky and Ifissouri. 

On the night of Saturday, April 6th, I receiTed the follow* 
ing dispatch: 

Wm«wi. 4pr« s, im. 

Major W. T. Sitebmas : 

"Will you accept tlie clnef olorlisLip of tho War Dopartmentt We will 
make you aasiatant Sucrvt&ry of War wheu Congretw me«ta. 

M. Bl41% Pmh nm Om <fa i«mJL 

To which I replied by tcle<;raph, Monday morning, "1 can- 
not accept ; " and by mail as follows : 



Ovnoi St. Loou Railboad Coktavt, I 

Eon. H. Blair, irashin{ftony D. O.: 

I received, aV)out nine o*clock Saturday night, your telegraph diipatcb, 
which I luivo tliis moment answered, " I cannot accept." 

I have quite a large family, and when I resi^'ned my place in Louisiana, 
Oil aocount of seceaaloD, I bad no time to lose; end, thwefore, after my 
hasty Tint to Wirahbgtoii, where I saw no obanoe of employment, I came 
to St. Louis, have accepted a place in this company, have rented a hOQM^ 
■nd iaonrred other obligatiouy so that I am not at liberty to ohenge. 
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I Ihaak joa for the flomplinwnt contained in yonr oAr, and aHon jm 
Hut I wlah the AdmiDistration all Buooeaa in ita almoat impoialble taak ti 
govendng thu distracted and anarobioal people. 

Yonn troly, W. T. Shibilui. 

I was afterward told tliat this letter gave olTeaEOi and that 
lome of Mr. Linooln's cabinet oondiided that I too would 

prove false to the oountrj. 

Later in that month, after the capture of Fort Snmter bj 

the Confederate anthorities, a Dr. Comyn came to our honso 
on LocuBt Street, one night after I had gone to bed, aud told 
me he had been sent hy Frank Blair, who was not well, and 
wanted to see me tliat night at his house. I dressdl and walked 
over to his honsc on Wasliiugton Ayenne, near Fourteenth, and 
found there, in the front-room, sevend gentlemen, among whom 
I recall llenry T. Blow. Blair was in the back-room, closeted 
with some gentleman, who soon left, and I was called in. He 
there told me tliat tlio Government was inistnistful of General 
Ilamey, that a change in the cuinniand of the department was 
to ]>o made; tliat he held it in his jmwer to appoint a brigadier- 
general, and put him in command of the department, and he 
offered me the j)l:ico. I told him I had onceollered my services, 
and they were declined ; that I liad made business engagements 
in St. Louis, wliich I could not tlirow off at jileasnre; that I had 
long deliberated on my course of action, and must decline his 
otfcr, however tempting and complimentary, lie reasonetl with 
me, hut I persisted. He told me, in that event, he should ap- 
point Lyon, and he did so. 

Finding that even my best frien<ls were uneasy as to my po- 
litical status, on tlic 8th of Alay I addressed the following ollicial 
letter to the Secretary of War : 

OaiMB or 8t. Lodu Baiuoas CoiirijrTt L 

An. & OAiinov, Aeralafy ^ Ifer, IMUhfftont A (7. 

Dkab Sin :* I hold mjself now, as alvraji^ pfepared to aerre my eonntiy 

In tlie oapacitjr for which I was trained. I did not and will Dot volunteer 
for <ArM moiUhtf beoaoae I oannot throw n^ CunQj oa the oold cbarltgr *d 
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the world. But for the thru-yeart call, made bj tb* PrMident^ an offlfltr 
OAU prepare his command and do good ecrvice. 

I will not volunteer aa a soldier, because rightful! j or wrongfoUj I feel 
VDwiUing to tal» % mere private*! place, and, haying for mMOj jmn Jived 
fa OiUfbrni* and Loaidaaa, the men ate not well enough aeipiaiiitetl with 
me to elect me to my appropriate plaee. 

Should mj aervioea be needed, the records of the War Department will 
aoaUe jon to designate the atationin wbkb I can render most service. 

Touratralji W. T. Sobbuav. 

To this I do not think I received a direct answer; but, on the 
I4th of the same month, I was appointed colonel of the Thir- 
beenth Regulai Infantry. 

I remember going to the arsenal on the 9th of May, taking 
my children with me in the street-curs. "Within tlio arsenal wall 
were drawn np in parallel lines four regiments of the " Home 
Guards," and I saw men distributing cartridges to the boxes. 
T also saw General Lyon running about with his liair in the 
wind, his pockets full of papers, wild and irregular, but I knew 
him to be a man of vehement purj)ose and of determined action. 
I Biiw of course that it meant business, but whether for defense 
or offense I did not know. The next morning I went up to the 
railroad-olficc in J^rcmen, as usual, and heard at every corner of 
the streets that the "Dutch" were moving on Camp Jackson. 
People w ere barricading their houses, and men were running in 
that direction. I hurried through my business as quickly as I 
could, and got back to my house on Locust Street by twelve 
o'clock. Charles Ewing and Ilimter were there, and insisted on 
going out t: the camp to see " the f im." I tried to dissuade them, 
Baying that in case of conflict the by-etanders were more likely 
to be killed than the men engaged, but they would go. I felt ai 
much interest as anybody else, but staid at home, took my little 
son Willie^ who waa abont seven yean old, and miked up and 
down the paTement in front of our houses iiatraing for the 
sound of musketiy or cannon in the direction of Gamp Jadaon. 
While so engaged Jifiss Eliza Dean, who liyed opposite ns^ 
eslled me across the street, told me that her brother-in-law, 
1>r. Soott| was a saigeon in IVos^s camp^ and she waa dread 
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/ully afraid he would be killed. I reasoned with her that Gen- 
eral L)'on was a regular ofticer; that if lie had gone out, aa 
reported, to Camp Jackson, lie wouhl take with liim such a force 
as would make resistance inijKissible ; but she would not be coni' 
forted, saying that the camp was made up of the young men 
from the first and best families of St. Louis, and that they were 
proud, and would light. I explained that young men of tho 
best families did not like to be killed better than ordinary 
people. Edging gradually up the street, I was in Olive Street 
jnBt about Twt-lfth, when I saw a man running from the di- 
rection of Camp Jackson at full speed, calling, as he went, 
" They've surrendered, they've surrendered I " So I turned back 
and rang the bell at Mrs. Dean's. Eliza came to the door, 
and I explained what I had heard; but she angrily slammed 
the door in my facel Evidently she was disappointed to liud 
ehe was mistaken in her estimate of the raah courage of the 
best familieB. 

I again timed In the dbreetioa of Gamp Jackson, my boy 
Willie with me stiU. At the head ci OIito Street, abreast of 
lindell's Giove, I found Frank Blair'a regiment in the 8treet» 
with ranks opened, and the CSamp Jackson prisoners inside. A 
erowd of people was gathered around, caUing to the prisoners 
hy namoi some hurrahing for Jeff Davis, and others enconraging 
the troops. Men, women, and children, wore in the crowd. I 
passed along till I fomid myself inside the grove, where I met 
CSiarles Ewing and John Hunter, and we stood looking at the 
troops on the road, heading toward the city. A baud of music 
was playing at the head, and the column made one or two in- ^ 
effectual starts, but for some reason was halted. The battalion 
of regulars was abreast of me^ of whidi lifajor Buf us Saiiton 
was in command, and I gave him an evening paper, which 
I had bought of fhe newsboj on my way out He was read> 
ing horn it some piece of news, sitting on his horsey when 
the edlnmn again beg^ to move forward, and he resumed 
bis place at the heed of his command. At that part of the 
lead, or atreet, was an embankment about eafjbt feet hi^ and a 
dnndDen fell«w tried to paaa over it to the people oppoaltek 
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One of the regular gergcant file-closers ordered hiin back, but 
lie attempted to pass tlirough the ranks, when the Bcrgeunt 
barred liia progress with his musket "a-port." The di-unken 
man seized his musket, when the sergeant threw him oil with 
yiolenoe, and he rolled over and ow down the bank. 13y the 
time thU man had picked himself up and got hia bat, which had 
fallen ofi^ and had again mounted the embankmenty tlie regulars 
bad passed, and the head of Oaterbaua's regiment of Home 
Guards bad come up. The man bad in bis band a small pistol, 
wliich be fired o£F, and I beard that ihe ball had strndc the leg 
of one of Osterbaua's staff; the regiment stopped ; there was a 
moment of confusion, when the soldiers of that regiment began 
to fire over our beads in the grove. I beard tbe balls cutting 
the leaves above our beads^ and saw severs! men and women 
running in all directions, some of whom were wounded. Of 
course there was a gencoal stampede. Gharles Ewing threw 
'Willie on tbe ground and covered bim with bis body. Hunter 
ran behind tbe bill, and I also threw myself on tbe ground. 
Tbe fire ran back from tbe bead of the regiment towwd its 
rear, and as I saw tbe men reloading their pieces, I jerked 
Willie up, ran back with bim into a gulley wbidi covered ju, 
lay there until I saw that the fire bad ceased, and that the 
column was again moving on, when I took up WiOlie and started 
back for home round by way of Market Street. A woman and 
ehild were killed outright; two or three men were also killed,^ 
and several others were woimded. Tbe great mass of the people 
on that occssion were simply curious spectators, thon^ men 
were spilnkled through the crowd calling out, "Hurrah for Jeff 
Davis 1" and others were particularly abusive of tiie ''damned 
Dutch." Lyon posted a guard in charge of the vacant camp, and 
marched his prisoners down to tbe arsenal ; some were paroled, 
and others held, till afterward they were regularly exchanged. 

A very few days after this event, ^lay 14th, 1 received 
a dispatch from my brother Charles in Washington, telling me 
to come on at once ; that I had been appointed a colonel of the 
rbirteenth Regular Infantry, and that I was wanted at Wash 
•ngton immediately. 
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Of coarse I could no longer defer action. I saw Mr. Lucas, 
Major Turner, and other frieuds and parties connected with 
the road, who agreed that 1 should go on. 1 left my family, 
bccauBO I was under the impression that I would be allowed 
to enlist niy own regiment, which would talie some time, and 
I expected to raise the regiment and organize it at Jelferson 
JJarracks. I repaired to Washington, and there found that 
tlie (loveniment was trying to rise to a level with the occa- 
sion. Mr. Lincohi liad, without the sanction of law, authorized 
tlie rai.sing of ten new rorriments of regulars, each infantry 
regiment to he composed of three battalions of eight companies 
each; and hud c-iilled for seventy-tivc thousand Stato volunteers. 
Even this call seemed to me utterly inadequate; still it was none 
of my business. I took the oath of office, and was furnished 
with a list of o'licers, ai)}>ointc(l to my rcpnient, which was stili 
incomplete. I reported in pei'son to Cieneral Scott, at his ollicu 
on Seventeenth Street, opposite the War J)e]);jrtmcnt, and apj'lieJ 
for authority to return West, and raise my regiment atJellerson 
Barraeks, but the general Siiid my lieutenant-colonel, Burbank, 
was fully qnalided to superintend the enlistment, and that he 
wanted rae there ; and he at once dictated an order for me to 
report to him in person for inspection duty. 

Satir^lied that I would not be permitted to return to St. 
Louis, I instructed Mrs. Shennan to pack up, return to Lan 
caster, and trust to the fate of war. 

I also resigned my place as president of the Fifth Street 
Uailr(»ail, to take effect at the end of May, so that in fact I 
rweived pay from that road for only two months' ienrioe, aui 
tlicn began mj new army career. 
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OHAPTEB IX. 
1861-186i. 

And now that, in these note«, 1 have fairly reached the 

poriod of the civil war, which ravaged our country from 1861 
to 18G5 — an event involving a conflict of passion, of prejudice 
and of anns, Uiat has developed results which, for bettor oi 
worse, have left their maik on the world's history — feel tluU 
I tread on delicate ground. 

I liave again and again been invited to write a history oi 
the war, or to record for publication my personal recollectiona 
of it, with large offers of money therefor ; all of which I liave 
heretofore declined, because the truth is not always palatable, 
and should not always be told. Many of the actors in the grand 
drama still live, and they and their friends are quick to contro- 
versy, which should be avoided. The great end of peace has 
been attained, with little or no cliange in our form of govern- 
ment, and the duty of all good men is to allow the passions of 
that period to subside, that we may direct our physical and 
mental labor to rej)air the waste of war, and to engage in the 
gieater task of continuing our hitherto wonderful nstional 
development. 

What I now propose to do is merely to group some of my 
personal recollections about the historic persons and events of 
the day, prepared not with any view to their publication, bnt 
rather for preservation till I am gone ; and then to be allowed 
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lo follow into oblivioQ the oords of similar papers, or to be used 
bj some historian who may need them by way of illostiatioiL 

I have heretofore recorded how I again came into the mili* 
taiy seiTioe of the United States as a colonel of the Thirteenth 
Begnlar Infantry, a regiment that had no existence at the time 
and that, instead of being allowed to enlist the men and instnicl 
them, as expected, I was assigned in Washington City, by au 
order of Lieatenant-General Winiield Scott, to inspection daty 
near him on the 20th of Juno, 1861. 

At that time Lieutenant-Gcuenil Scott commanded the anny 
in chief, with Colonel E. D. Townsend as his adjutant-general 
Major G. W. CulliLin, United States Engineers, and Miijor Schuy 
ler llamilton, as aides-de-camp. The general had an ollice up 
stairs on Seventeenth Street, opposite the War Departtnent, an^ 
resided in a house close by, on Pennsylvania Avenue. All fear* 
for the immediate safety of the capital had ceased, and quite f 
large force of regulars and volunteers had been collected in an<J 
about Washington. Brigadier-General J. K. Mansfield com- 
manded in tlie city, and Brigadier-General Irvin ^McDowell on 
the other side of the Potomac, with his headquarters at Arling 
ton House. Ilis troops extended in a semicircle from Alexan- 
dria to above Georgetown. Several forts and redoubts were 
either built or in progress, and the people were already clamor- 
ous for a general forward movement. Another considerable 
army had also been collected in Penui^ylvania under General 
Patterson, and, at the time I speak of, had moved forward to 
Ilagerstowu and Williamsport, on the Potomac River. My 
brother, John Shenuan, was a volunteer aide-de-camp to General 
Patterson, and, toward the end of June, I went up to Ilagers- 
town to see him. I fomid that army in the very act of moving 
and we rode down to Williamsport in a buggy, and were 
present when the loading division crossed the Potomac River by 
fofding it waistdeep. My friend and classmate, George H. 
Thomas, was there, in command of a brigade in the leading di> 
viikm. I talked with him a good deal, also with General Oad- 
Wftlader, and with tlie staff-officers of GenenI Patterson, yis^ 
Fits-John Porter, Belger, BedcwiHiy and othfirs, all of wImib 



i^iyiu^ca L/y Google 



2)6 



BDU. BUH TO PADUOAH. 



[ia61-<ti 



•eemed encouraged to think that tlie war was to ho short and 
decisive, and that, as soon as it was demonstrated that the Qetk- 
eral Government nioant in e^irncst to defend its rights and prop' 
erty, some general compromise would result. 

Patterson's armv crossed the I*otomac River on the Ist or 
2a of July, and, as John Sherman was to take his seat as a Sen 
ator in the called session of Congress, to meet July 4th, hf 
resigned his place as aidc-dc-o;i.np, presented me his two honet 
god equipment, and we returned to Washington together. 

The Congress assembled punctually on the 4tli of July, and 
the message of Mr. Lincoln was strong and good : it recognized 
the fact that civil war wjis upon us, that compromise of anj 
kind waa at an end ; and he asked for four hundral thousan** 
men, and fonr hundred million dollars, wlierewith to vindicat* 
the national authority, and to regain possession of the capture4 
forts and other property of the United States. 

It was also immediately demonstrated that the tone and tein 
per of Congress had changed smce the Southern Senators anr 
memben had witkdvawn, and that we, the militaiy, couid uov 
go to work with some definite phos and ideas. 

The appearance of the troops about Washington was good 
bnt it waa manifest they were far from being soldiers. Their 
onifimnB Hore as various as the States and cities from wind 
thflycame, their arms were also of every pattern and calibre 
and they were so loaded down with overcoats, haversacks, knap 
sacksy tents, and baggage, that it took fnm twenty-five to lif ty 
wagons to move the camp of a regiment from one place to an- 
other, and some of the camps had hakeriea and cooking estab- 
lishments that would have done credit to Delmonico. 

While I waa on duty with Qenend Scott, viz., from June 
dOth to about June 80th, the general frequently oommonicated 
to those about him his opinioiia and proposed plans. He seemed 
vexed with the clamors of the press for inunediate action, and 
the oontinued interference in details by the President, Socretaiy 
of War, and Congress. He spoke of orgtinizing a grand army 
of invasion, of which the regulars were to oonstitnte the '^iroo 
tolnmny'*aod a e ome d to Intimate that he himsslf would take the 
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SM in penon, though he was »t the time rery old, reiy hoa^i 
iad Toy unwieldy. His age most have been abpnt mTWtf* 

Are years. 

At that date, July 4^ 1861, the rebeU had two anniee in 

front of Washington ; the one at Manassas Junction, comTnRTid<^(1 
Dy General Beauregard, with his advance guard at Fairfax Court- 
House, and indeed almost in sight of Washington. The c*ier 
commanded hy General Joe Johnston, was at Winchester, with 
its advance at Martinsbnr^ and Harper's Ferry ; but the advance 
had fallen back before Patterson, who then occupied Martins- 
buig and the line of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. 

The temper of Confrress and the people would not pcnnit 
the slow and methodical preparation des^ired by General Scott j 
and the cry of " On to Richmond I " wbicli was sliared by the 
voluHteers, most of whom had only enga<^« <l for ninety days, 
forced General Scott to hasten his })reparution8, and tu order a 
general advance about tlie middle of July. ^McDowell was to 
move from tlie defenses <»f Washington, and Pattei-son froir 
Martinsburg. In the or<;;iiiizati()n of McDoweirs army int# 
divisions and brigades, Colonel David Hunter was a8si;j:iied t< 
command the Second Division, an<l T was ordered to take coin 
mand of his former brigade, which was composed of five regi 
ments in position in and about Fort Corcoran, and on the grouufl 
opposite Georgetown. I assumed command on the 30th oi 
June, and proceeded at once to prepare it for the general a<J 
vance. My command constituted the Thiixi ]b iir:ide of the Firsv 
Division, which division was commanded by Llrigadier-General 
Daniel Tyler, a graduate of West Point, l>ut who had Been 
little or no actual service. I ajiplied to General McDowell for 
bome stall-officers, and he gave me, as adjutant-general, Liea- 
tenant Piper, of the Third Artillery, and, as aide-de-camp, 
Lieutenant McQucsteu, a tine young cavalry-officer, fresh from 
West Point 

I selected for tlie field the Thirteenth New York, Colonel 
Qninby; the Sixty-ninth New York, Colonel Corocnran; the 
Berenty-ninth New York, Colonel Cameron ; and the Second 
Wisconsin^ Lieutenant - Colonel Peck. These weie all good, 
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itroTi<]:, vohmteer reppments, pretty well commanded ; and 1 
had rcaeon to believe that I had one of the best hriij^ides in 
the whole anny. Captain Ayre.s'B battery of the Third Uou^uhir 
Artillery was also attached to my brigade. The other icginient, 
the Twenty-ninth New York, Colonel Bennett, was dcstine<l 
to be left behind in chartje of the forts and oainps durin<; our 
absence, which was expected to be short. Soon after I had as- 
smned the command, a dilliculty arose in the Sixty-ninth, an 
Irish repment. This reg:iment had volunteered in New York 
early in April, for ninety days ; but, by reason of the diflicultj 
of passing through r.altimore, they had come ma AnnapoJiflj 
had been held for duty on the railroad as a guard for nearly 
a month before they actually reached Washington, and were 
then mustered in about a month after enrollment. Some of the 
men claimed that they were entitled to their discliarge in ninety 
days from the time of enrollment, wdiereas the mnster-roll read 
ninety days from the date of muster-in. One day, Colonel Cor 
9oran explained this matter to me. I advified him to rednof 
the facts to writing, and that I would submit it to the Wai 
Department for an authoritative decision. He did so, and tht 
War Department decided that the muster-roll wu the onlj 
contract of service, that H would be oonatrued literally ; an4 
that the regiment irould be held till liie ezpiratioii threi 
moiithB fnm the date of miuterlny vii., to about August I 
1861. General Soott at the same lame wrote one of bia cihr 
aeleiMo letters to Ooroonm, telling bim that we were abonl ' 
engage in batde^ and he knew bis Irish friends would not leato 
bim m sneh aerisis. Oorooran and the offioers generally wanted 
to go to the ezpeeted battle^ but a good many of the men were 
not ao anxious. In the Second Wisconsin, also, was developed 
a personal difficulty. The actual colonel was S. P. Goon, a 
good -hearted gentleman, who Knew no more of the military art 
than a child ; whereas his Hcutcnant-coloncl, Peck, had been to 
West Point, and knew the drill. Preferring that the latter 
should remain in command of the regiment, I put€k>1onel Coon 
on my ]>er6onaI stafE, which reconciled the difficulty. 

In due season, about July ISth^ our division moved forward 
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leaving our camps standing; Keyes's brigade m the lead, then 
Schenck's, then mine, and Richardson's last. We marched via 
Vienna, Germantown, and Centreville, where all the army, corn- 
poised of five divisions, seeined to converge. The march dei!ion- 
ftrated little wive the general laxity of discipline ; for with all 
my personal efforts I could not prevent the men fiuni strag- 
gling for water, blackberries, or any thing on the way they 
fancied. 

At Centreville, on the 18th, Richardson's brigade was sent 
by General Tyler to reconnoitre Blackbnm's Ford across Bull 
Ron, and he found it strongly guarded. From onr camp, at 
OeatievlUe, we lieaid the eaimoiiikding, and then a sharp mu»- 
keby-fire. I reoelTed ovden from Genenl Tyler to tend lb^ 
wird Ayres^B batteiy, and very soon after another order came 
for me to advanoe with my whole brigade. We marched 
ihe three miles at the doable-quick, arrived in time to re- 
lieve Biehardson's brigade, which was jnst drawing bade from 
the ford, worsted, and stood for half an hooror aonnder a fire 
of artillery, which killed four or five of my men. General 
Tyler was there in person, giving directionsi and soon after he 
ordered na all bade to onr camp in Centreville. Thia reoonnoia- 
sanoe had developed a strong foree^ and had been made without 
the orders of General McDowdl ; however, it satisfied us that 
the enemy was in force on the other side of Bull Run, and had no 
intention to leave without a serious battle. We lay in camp at 
Centreville all of the 19th and 80th, and dnring that night 
began the movement whidi resulted in the battle of Bull Run, 
on July 2l8t. Of this so modi has been written that more 
would be auperfluoua; and the reports of the opposing com- 
manders, McDowell and Johnston, are fair and correct It is 
now generally admitted that it was one of the best-planned bat- 
tles of the war, but one of the worat-f ought. Our men had been 
told so of ten at home that all they had to do was to make a bold 
appearance, and the rebels would ran ; and nearly all us for 
the first time then beard the sound of cannon and muskets in 
snger, and saw the bloody scenes common to all battles, w tfa 
whidi we were aoon to be familiar. We had good oi^nisa> 
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lioD, good WKkj hat no oohesioii, no real diadplmey no rasped 
for authontj, no real knowledge of war. Both armiea were&ir^ 
defeated) and, whichever had stood fast, the other would have 
ran* Though the North was overwhelmed with mortification 
and ahame^ the South reallj had not much to boast of, for in 
the three or fimr hours of fighting their oiganiaation was so 
broken up that thej did not and could not follow our army, 
when it was known to be in a state of disgraceful and oauMilesB 
fli^t. It is easy to criticise a battle after it is oyer, but all 
now admit that none others, equally raw in war, could haye 
done better than we did at Bull Run ; and the lesson of that 
battle should not be lost on a people like ours. 

I insert my official report, as a condensed statement of my 
share in the battle : 



8m: I htcn dia honor to •nbiiilt this my roport of tbe operttions of 

my brigade during the action of the 2l8t instant. Th brigade is composed 
of the Thirteenth New York Vohiiitecrs, Colonel Quinl)_\ Sixty-ninth New 
York, Colonel Corcoran ; Seventy-ninth New York, Colonel Cameron ; Sec- 
ond Wisconsin, Lieuteoant-Golonel Peck; and Company £, Thiid Artillery, 
tmdar ofwrnniind of OiptaiB B. B. Ay res, Fifth ArtOloiy. Wo left onr camp 
near OontroTillo, pnnuat to ordon^ at half-post 2 a. v., taking jdaee in 
yonr colmnn, next to tho brigado of Cknoral Sohenok, and proceodod as far 
as the halt, before tbe enetny^s position, near tbe stone bridge across Bull 
Ron. Hero the brigade was deployed in line alonj; the skirt of timber to 
the right of the Warrentun road, and remained quietly in position till after 
10 A. M. The enemy remained Tory qniet^ but about that time we saw a 
rebel regiment leave ita ooTor in oor front, and proceed in dooUo-qttiek time 
<m the road toward Sndley Springs, bj whidi we knew the' oolomns of Ook»- 
nels Hunter and Heintzelman were approaching. About tbe same time we 
observed in motion a largo mass of the enemy, below and on the other side 
of tho stone bridge. I directed Captain Ayres to take position with his bat* 
lerj near our right, and to open fire on this mass; but you had previously de- 
taehed the two rifle-guns belonging to this battery, and, finding that the 
mootb-bore gona did not reaoh tho eneiny^a portion, we ceased firing, and 
I sent a re<]uest that yoa would send to me the thirty-pounder rifle-gun 
attached to OapUun Carlisle's battery. At the snme time I shifted tho New 
York Sixty-ninth to «he extreme right of the brigade. Thus we remained till 
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w© heard the tnnBketry-flre across Ball Run, Bhowing thnt the head of Colo- 
nel Huntor's column was eriL^uged. This firing was brisk, and showed that 
Uonter was driving bufore him the enemy, till about noon, when it bocaiua 
MrtidB IIm enemy had oome toaftaod, and tliat our foraea on the other tide 
of Boll Bon were ell engeged, artiUerj and iafintry. 

Here jou s i t me the order to cross over with the whole hrigade, tO ^ 
assistance of Colonel lliintor. Earlj in the day, when reconnoitring the 
ground, I had seen a horjiernrm descend from a bluff in our front, cross the 
stream, and show himself in the open field on this side; and, inferring that 
we oonldoroea over at the aame point, I aent forward * oompany as ddr^ 
mkheiBk and fbUowed with the whole hrigadot the Kew York Sixtj-nbth 
leading. 

We found no difficulty in crossing over, and met with no opi>o^<ition 
in ascending the steep bluff opposite with our infantry, but it was impas- 
sable to the artillery, and I sent word back to Oaptain Ayres to follow if 
pofliible, otherwiae to use his disoretioo. Oapt^n Ajrea did not eroaa Bnll 
Ban, hat remained on that aide^ with the reat at your diviaion. Hie report 
herewith describes his operati(Hia daring the remainder of the day. Ad- 
vancing slowly and cautiously with the head of the column, to give time for 
the regiments in succession to close up their ranks, wo first encountered a 
party of the enemy retreating along a cluster of pines; Lieutonant-Oolonel 
Haggerty, of the Sixty-ninth, withoat orders, rode oat alone, and endeavored 
to intercept their retreat One of the enemj, in (hU view, at ahort range, 
ahot Haggertf , and be fell dead from his horae. The Sixty-ninth opened flra 
on this party, which was retamed ; but, determined to effect our jnnction 
with Hunter's division, I ordered this fire to cea^e, and wo proceeded with 
caution toward the field where we then plainly saw our forces engaged. 
Displaying our colors conspicuously at the head of our oolamn, we succeeded 
hi attraoting tlie attmtion of our (Henda, and aoon formed the brigade in rear 
of Oolonel PorterV Here I learned that Oolonel Hunter was disabled by a 
aevere wound, and that General McDowell was on the field. I sought him 
out, and received his orders to join in pursuit of the enemy, who was falling 
back to the left of the road by which the army had approaelied fr Sudley 
Springs. Placing Colonel Quinby^g regiment of ritles in front, in column, 
by diviaion, I directed the other regimenta to follow in line of battle, in the 
order of the Wiaoondn Second, New York Seventy-ninth, and New Tork 
Kzty-ninth. Qainby's regiment advanoed steadily down the hill and up 
the ridgo, from which he 0[>.<ned fire upon tlie enemy, who bad made 
another stand on ground very lavorable to bim, and the regiment continued 
advancing as the enemy gave way, till the head of the column reached the 
point near which Biekett^a battery waa ao aeverely oat ap. The other regi- 
menta deeoended the hill in Ihie of 1>attle^ onder • aevere cannonade; and, 
lb« gfoond dfordiag oompantlve ahelter tnm the enei^y'a artilleiy, thef 



i^iyiu^ca Uy Google 



212 



mm. BUH TO PADUGAH. 



changed direotion, by the right flank, and followed the road before men- 
tiuned. At the point where this road crosses the ridge to our left front, th« 
ground woa swept hj a most severe fire of artUlerj, rifles, and musketry, and 
w« Mw, in fiMMaioii, severil ngfanents driTea from tt; Miioiig thtm tin 
Zomrm and battaltoa of marinM. Before reaching the crest of tbis hiU, 
the roadwaj was worn deep enough to afford shelter, and I kept the severaii 
regiments in it as long as possible; but when the Wisconsin Second was 
abrejist of the enemy, by order of M^jor Wadsworth, of General McDowell's 
staff, I ordered it to leave the roadway, by the left flank, and to attack the 
onemy 

This regbnent aaoendad to llw broir of fho bill akaodOy, roodvtd Iht 

severe fire of the enemy, returned it witb spirit, and advanced, deliver^ 
ing its fire. This regiment is uniformed in gray cloth, almost identical with 
that <jf the great b'llk of the secossion army; and, when t!ie regiment fell 
into confusion and retreated toward the road, there was a universal cry 
tbtk tbef were being fired on by our own men. The regiment ralHod again, 
paaaad the brow of the bUl a sooond timo, but was again rqnilaed in die- 
ordtr. By this time the New York Seventy-ninth laadolosed up, and in lika 
manner it was ordered to cross the brow of the hill, and drive the enemy 
from cover. It was impossible to get a good view of this ground. In it 
there was one battery of artillery, which poured an incessant fire upon oar 
advanoing colamn, and tbo gronnd was very irregular with small dostam of 
pines, affording shelter, of which the enemy took good advantage. The flra 
of rifles and musketry was rwj severe. The Seventy-ninth, headed by its 
colonel, Cameron, charged across the hill, and for a short timo the contest 
was severe; tliey rallied several times under fire, but finally broke, and 
gained tlie cover of the hill. 

Thb left the field open to the New York Sixty-ninth, Colonel Ooreoran, 
wbo^ in his torn, lad his regiment over the orett, and had in Aill, optia view 
the groond so asTerely oontested; the fire waa very severe^ and the roar of 
cannon, mnsketry, and rifles, incessant ; it was manifest the enemy was here 
in great force, far superior to us at that point. The Sixty-ninth held the 
ground for some time, but finally fell back in disorder. 

All this time Quinby'g regiment occupied another ridge, to our left, 
overlooldng the same field of action, and rfmilarly engaged. Hera, about 
balf>past 8 p. m., began the scene of conftiBion and disorder that char* 
acterixed the remainder of the day. Up to that time, all had kept their 
places, and seemed perfectly cool, and used to the shell and shot that fell, 
comparatively harmless, all around us; but the short exposure to an ititi nse 
fire of smail-arms, at cluse range, had killed many, wounded more, and had 
prodaced disorder in all of the battalions that had attempted to oncoontet 
It Hen feU away fromtbeir ranks, talking, and in great concision. Oolo* 
m1 GauMND liad been mortally wounded, waa carried to an aoibnlanoa, 
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and reported dying. Many other officers were reported dead or miscing, 
and man/ of tlte woandeU were making their way, with more or leas as* 
datanoe^ to the bafldings OMd m hospitaU, on the ridge to llie weeL We 
meoeeded in partiellj reforming the re^ente, bot H wae maniilMt that thej 
wonld not etead, and I directed Oolonel Corcoran to moTe along the ridge 
to the rear, near the position where we had first formed the brigade. Gen> 
eral McDowtll was there in person, and used all possible elTorts to reassure 
the men. \'>y the ik tivo exertions of Colonel Corcoran, we furmeil an irreg- 
ular square against tiie cavalry which were then seen to issue from the po- 
dtioB from whidi we had been driven, and we began oar retreat toward the 
aame fi»rd of Ball Ron bj whioh we had approached the field of batUe. 
There was no podttve order to retreat, although for an hoar it had been 
going on by the operation of the men tlieniselves. The ranks were thin and 
Irregular, and wo found a stream of peojilo strung from tlio hospital across 
Bull Run, and fur toward Ceutreviile. After putting in motion the irregular 
iqnare in person^ I paahed forward to find Oaptain ATree^a battery at the 
eroaring of BaU Ron. I aooght it atita hut poaitioo, before the brigade had 
eroaaed over, hot it was not there; then pairing tiirough the woods, where, 
In the morning, we had first formed line, we approaoliL-d the bhickrtmith'i 
shop, but there found a detachment of the secession cavalry and thence 
made a circuit, avoiding Cub Run Bridge, into Centreville, where I found 
Qeneral McDowell, and from him andwatood that it waa hia purpose to rally 
the foroea» and make a stand at OentreviUe. 

Bat, alMmt nine o^clook at night, I reeelTed from General lyier, In per- 
son, the order to continue the retreat to the Potomac. This retreat was by 
night, and disorderly in the extreme. The men of different regiments min- 
gled togetlier, and some reached the river at Arlington, some at Long 
Bridge, and the greater part returned to their former camp, at or near Fort 
Oorooran. I reaohed thia point at noon the next day, and foand a miioet* 
laneona crowd croesing over the aqnedact and ferries. Conceiving this to 
be demoralizing, I at once commanded the guard to be increased, and all 
persons attempting to pass over to be stojtped. Thia soon {trodiiced its oflect ; 
men sought their proper companies and re^jiments. Comparative order was 
restored, and all were posted to the best advantage. 

I herewith indoae the official report of Oaptain Kelly, commanding 
officer of the New York SIztj-ninth; alao» foil lists of the killed, wonnded, 
and missing. 

Onr loss was heavy, and occnrrcd chiefly at the point near where Rirk- 
ett's battery was destroyed. Lieutonant-Colouol lln^'j^erty was killed oliout 
noon, before we had effected a junction with Culoacl Hunter's division. 
OdoDal Oamaron waa mortally wonnded leadhig hia regiment fai the charge, 
■ad Odonel Oorooran haa been miaabig atoce the cavalry-oharge near tht 
baildiqg oaed a hoapMiL 
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FwmiiiM, rank, etc., of Ibe tbov*^ I nAr to tiM Hitt !im«w^. 
Lieateoanto Piper and If oQaaatoiif of my p«noii*l stafl^ w«re under fire 

ail daj, and carried orders to and fro with as much ooolneaa as on parade. 

Lieutenant Biigloy, of tlie New York Sixty-ninth, a volunteer aide, asked 
leave to serve with his company, during the action, and is among those 
reported missing. I have intelligence that he is a prisoner, and slightlj 
wounded. 

Oolonel Ooon, of Wiioonrfn, a vdtmteeraide, also rendered good servioe 
doling llw day. 

W. T. SBsnLoi, (Mand c^nmanding Brigads, 

This report, which I had not re^id probably since its date till 
now, recalls to me vividly the whole scene of the aifair at Black- 
bum's Ford, when for the first time in my life 1 saw caunon- 
kills strike men and crash thiuii^li the trees and 6;iplin<^s above 
and around us, and realized the always sickening confusion aa 
one approaches a fight from the rear ; then the night-march from 
Ccntrevillo, on the Warrenton road, standing for hours won- 
dering what was meant; the deployment along the edge of 
the field that sloped down to Bull Run, and waiting for Han- 
ter's approach on the other side from the direction of Sadlej 
Springs, away off to our right ; the terrible scare of a poor negro 
who was caught between our Imes; the crossing of Cull Bun, 
and the fear lest we should he fired on bj our own men; the 
killing of Ideutenant-Oolonel Ilaggcrty, whioh occurred in plain 
sight ; and the first scenes of a fidd strewed with dead men 
and horses. Yet, at that period of the battle, we were the vic- 
tors and felt jubilant At that moment, also, my brigade passed 
Honter^s division; but Heuitzelman's was still ahead of us, and 
we followed its lead along the road toward Manaasaa Junction, 
crossing a small stream and ascending a long hill, at the summit 
of which the battle was going on. Here my reg^ents came into 
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action well, but raccessivelj, and were driven back, each in iti 
turn. For two hours we continued to dash at the woods on 
our left front, which were full of rebels; but I was convinced 
their organization was broken, and that tlicy had simply halted 
there and Uiken advantage of the.se woods as a eo\'er, to reach 
which we had to pjiss over the intervening lie Ids about the llenry 
House, wliich were clear, o])cii, and gave them a decided advan- 
tage. After I liad put in each of my re^j^inients, and liad them 
driven back to the cover of the road, I liad no idea tliat we were 
bejiten, but reformed the regiments in line in their proper order, 
and only wanted a little rest, when I found that my brigade was 
almost alone, except Syke's regulars, who had formed scpuire 
against cavalry and were coming back. I then re;ilized that the 
whole army was " in retreat," and tliat my own men were indi- 
vidually making back for the Btone bridge. Corcoran and I 
formed the brigade into an irregular 8(|uare, but it fell to pieces; 
and, along with a crowd, disorganized but not much scared, 
the brigade got back to Centreville to our former camps. Cor 
coran was captured, and held a prisoner for some time ; but 1 
got safe to Centreville, 1 sjiw General McDowell in Centreville, 
and understood that Beveral of his divi.sions had not been en 
gaged at all, that he would reorganize them at Centreville, and 
there await the enemy. I got my four regiments in parallel 
lines in a field, the same in which we had camped before the 
battle, and had lain down to sleep under a tree, when I heard 
some one asking for me. I called out where I was, when Gen- 
eral Tyler in person gave me orders to march back to our campa 
at Fort Corcoran. I aroused ray aides, gave them orders to 
call up the sleeping men, have eacii regiment to leave the field 
by a fiank and to take the same road back by which we hud 
come. It was near midnight, and the road was full of troo^is, 
wagons, and batteries. We tried to keep our regiments separate, 
but all became inextricably mixed. Toward morning we reached 
Vienna, where I slept some hours, and the nozt day, about noon, 
we reached Fort Corcoran. 

A slow, mizzling rain had set in, and probably a more gloomy 
daj ii0?er presented itself. All organization seemed to be at an 
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end ; but 1 and my BtafI labored bard to collect our men into 
their proper companies and into their fonner camps, and, on tlie 
2'id of July, I moved the Second Wisconsin and Seventy-ninth 
New York closer in to Fort Corcoran, and got thin^" in better 
order than I had expected. Of coui-se, \vc took it for granted 
tliat the rebels woidd be on our heels, and we accordingly pro- 
pared to defend our posts. By the 25th 1 had collected all the 
materials, made my report, and had my brigade about as well 
governed as any in tliat army ; although most of the ninety-day 
men, especially the Sixty-ninth, had become extremely tired of 
the war, and wanted to go homeu Some of them were so mu- 
tinous, at one time, that I had the batterjr to nnlimber, 
threatening^ if tliey dared to leave camp withont orders, I would 
open fire on them. Drilla and tho daily ezerdseB were resomedy 
and I ordered that at the three principal roll-calls the men 
ahonid form ranks with belts and muskets, and that they should 
keep their rmks until I in person had received the reports and 
had (jismiased them. The Sixty-ninth still occupied Fort Cor- 
coran, and one morning, after rev^lle, when I had just reoelTed 
the report, had dismissed the regiment, and was leaving, I found 
myself in a crowd of men crossing the drawbridge on liieir way 
to a bam dose by, where they had their sinks ; among them 
was an officer, who said : Colonel, I am going to New York to* 
day. What can I do for you t " I answered : *' How can yon 
go to New Yorkt I do not remember to have signed a leave 
for you." He aaid, " No ; he did not want a leave. He had 
engaged to serve three months, and had already served more 
than that time. If the Government did not intend to pay him, 
he could afford to lose the money ; that he was a lawyer, and had 
neglected his business long enough, and was then going home.*' 
I noticed that a good many of the soldiers had paused about ni 
to listen, and knew tha^ if this officer could defy me, they 
also would. So I turned on him sharp, and said : " Captain, thii 
question of youi terra of service has been submitted to the right- 
ful authority, and the decision has been published in orders. 
Yon are a soldier, and must submit to orders till yon are prop* 
erly dischaiged. If yon attempt to leave without orders, it will 
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be mntinj, and I will Bhoot you like a dog I Go back into the 
fort nmOf imstantljr, and don^t dare to leave without iny con&cut.'^ 
I had on an overcoat, and may have. had my hand a])«)ut the 
breast, for he !ookc<i at inc hard, paused a moment, and then 
turned back into the fort. Tlie men scattered, and I returned 
to the house where I was quartered, close i)y. 

That same <l:iy, wliich must have been al>out July 2Gth, I wai 
near the river-bank, looking at a block-house which had been 
built for the dcfcn.se of the aqueduct, when I saw a carriage 
coming by the road that crossed the Potomac River at Georgo- 
. town by a ferry. I thought I recognized in the carriage the 
person of J're^ident Lincoln. I liurricd across a bend, so as to 
stand by tlie road-side as the carriage pas,-^cd. I M-as in uniform, 
with a Bword on, and was recognized by Mr. Lincoln and Mr. 
Seward, who rode side by side in an open hack. I incjuired if 
they were going to niy camps, and Mr. Lincoln .siid : " Yes ; 
we heard that you had got over the big scare, and we thought 
we would come over and .see the * boy.^.' The roads had been 
much changed and were rough. I asked if 1 might give <lircc- 
tions to his coachman, he promptly invited nie to jump in 
and to tell the coat hman which way to drive. Litcndinij to 
begin on the right and follow round to tlie left, I turned tlie 
driver into a side-road which led up a very steep hill, and, -ecing 
a soldier, called to him and sent him U]> hurriedly to announce to 
the colonel (Bennett, I think) that the President was coming. 
As we slowly ascended the hill, I di.-covcred that Mr, Lincoln 
was full of feeling, and wanted to encourage our men. I asked 
if he intended to sj)eak to them, and he said he would like to. 
I asked him then to please <li.scourage all cheering, noise, or an}' 
►iort of confusion; that we had had enough of it before Pull 
linn tc ruin any .<et of men, and that what we needed were cool, 
thou;;htful, hard-iighting S(»l(liers — no more hurrahing, no more 
humliug. Tie took my remarks in the most j)crfect goo<l-n.'iiure. 
Before we had reached the first camp, I heard the di iim beating 
the " assembly," b;iw the men nmniiig for their tents, and in a 
few mifiutes the regiment was in line, arms preseutod, and thoo 
brought to an order and ''parade rest I" 
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Mr. Lincoln stood up in the carriage) and made one of the 
neatest, best, and most feeling addresses I ever listened to, re- 
ferring to our late disaster at 13ull Run, the high duties that 
still devolved on us, and the brighter days yet to come. At one 
or two points the soldiers began to cheer, but he promptly 
checked them, saying : " Don't cheer, boys. I confess I rather 
like it myself, but Colonel Sherman here says it is not military ; 
and I guess we had better defer to his opinion." In winding 
up, he explained that, as President, he was commander-in-cliief ; 
lhat he was resolved that the soldiers should have every thing 
that the law allowed ; and he called on one and all to appeal to 
him personally in case thejr were wronged. The eJSect of this 
speech was excellent. 

We passed along in the same manner to all the camps of 
my brigade ; and Mr. Lincuhi complimented nio highly for the 
order, cleaidiness, and discipline, that he observed. Indeed, he 
and Mr. Seward both assured me that it was the first bright 
moment they had experienced since the battle. 

At last we reached Foit Corcoran. The carriage could not 
enter, so I ordered the regiment, without arms, to come outside, 
and gather about Mr. Lincoln, who would speak to them. He 
m:i(le to tliein the same feeling address, with more personal al- 
lusions, because of their special gallantry in the battle under 
Corcoran, who was still a prisoner in the hands of the enemy ; 
and he concluded with the same general offer of redress in case 
of grievance. In the crowd I saw the officer with w^hora I had 
had the passiige at reveille that morning. His face was pale, 
and lips compressed. I foresaw a scene, but sat on the front 
seat of the carriage as quiet as a lamb. This officer forced his 
way through the crowd to the carriage, and said : " Mr. Presi- 
dent, I have a cause of grievance. This moniing I went to 
si>eiik to Colonel Sherman, and he threatened to shoot me." 
Mr. Lincoln, who was still standing, said, " Threatened to shoot 
you ? " " Yes, sir, he threatened to shoot me." Mr. Lincoln 
looked at him, then at me, and stooping his tall, spare form 
toward the officer, said to him in a loud stage- whisi)cr, easily 
heard for some yards sroimd ; " Well, if I were you, and ha 
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threatened to shoot, I would not trust him, for I believe he 
would do it" The officer turned about and disappeared, and 

the men lauglicd at liim. Soon the carriage drove on, and, ai 
we descended the hill, I explained the &etB to the President, 
who answered, Of coiine I didn't know any thing about it, 
but I thought you knew your own buBinees best." I tlianked 
hini for his confidence, and assured him that what he bad done 
would go far to enable me to "M^infAin good discipline, and it did. 

By this time the day was well spent. 1 asked to take my 
leave, and the President and Mr. Seward drove back to Wash- 
ington. Tbie spirit of mutiny was common to the whole army, 
and was not subdued till several r^gimentato parts of regiments 
bad been ordered to Fort JeHerKm, Florida, as punishment. 

General McDowell had resumed bis headquarters at the Ar 
lington House, and was busily engaged in restoring order to his 
army, sending off the ninety-days men, and replacing them by 
regiments which had come under the three-years call. We were 
all trembling lest we should be held pei-sonally accountable for 
the disastrous result of the battle. General McClellan had been 
■mnmoned from the West to Wasliini^fton, and cbanges in the 
subordinate commands were announced almost daily. I remem- 
ber, as a group of officers were talking in the large room of the 
Arlington House, used as the adjutant-general's otlice, one even- 
ing, some young officer came in with a list of the new l)i i<;adiei*8 
just announced at the War Department, which embraced the 
names of Heintzelman, Keyes, Franklin, Andrew Porter, W. 
T. Sherman, and others, who had been colonels in the battle, 
and all of whom had shared the common stampede. Of course, 
we discredited the truth of the Ust ; and Heintzelman broke out 
in his nasal voice, " By , it's all a lie I Fvery moth- 
er's son of you will be cashiered." We all felt he was right, 
but, nevertheless, it was true ; and we were all announced in 
general orders as brigadier-generals of volunteers. 

General McClellan arrived, and, on assuming command, con- 
firmed McDowcirs or<j;anization. Instead of coming over the 
river, as we expected, lie took a house in Washington, and only 
eame over from time to time to have a review or inspectioui 
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1 had received several new regiments, and had begun two new 
forts ou the hill or plateau, above and farther out than Fort 
Corcoran ; and I organized a system of drills^ embracing the 
evulutions of the linOi all of which was new to me, and I had to 
Icani the tactics from books ; but I was convinced that we had 
a long, hard war before us, and made np my mind Ut begin at 
the very beginning to prepare fcr it 

August was passing, and troops were pouring in from all 
quarters ; General McClellan told me he intended to organise an 
anny of a hundred thousand men, with one hundred field-bat- 
teries, and I still hoped he would come on our side of the Poto- 
mac, pitch his tent, and prepare for real hard work, but his 
hejidquarters still remained in a house in AVashington City. I 
then thought, and still think, that was a fatal mistake. His 
choice as ^eneral-in-cliief at the time was fully justified by his 
high reputation in tlie army and country, and, if he then had 
any })olitic;il views or ambition, I surely did not suspect it. 

About the middle of August I got a note from Brigadiei^ 
General Ilobert Anderson, asking me to come and see him at 
his room at Willard's Hotel. I rode over and found him in 
convers^ition with several gentlemen, and ho explained to me 
that events in Kentucky were approaching a crisis ; that the 
Legislature w:is in sc.-^sion, and ready, as soon as properly bucked 
by the General Government, to take open sides for the Union 
cause ; that he was offered the command of the Department of 
the Cumberland, to embrace Kentucky, Tennessee, etc., and that 
he wanted help, and that the President had offered to allow him 
to select out of the new brigadiers four of his own choice. I 
had l)een a lieutenant in Captain Anderson's company, at Fort 
Moultrie, from 1843 to 1846, and he explained that lie wanted 
me iis his riirht hand. He also indicated George H. Thomas, D. 
C. Buel!, and JUirnside, as the other tliree. Of course, I always 
wanted to go West, and was perfectly willing to go with Ander- 
son, especially in a subordinate capacity. We agreed to call on 
the President on a subsequent day, to talk with him about it, 
and we did It hardly seems probable that Mr. Lincoln should 
have come to Willard'a Hotel to meet us, but mj improsfiion ij 
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that lie did, and that General Andei-son had some diflicuUy in 
prevailing on hiui to a]>])oint Cicorge II. Thomas, a native oi 
Virginia, to he brigadior-gencral, because so many Southern 
officers had already played false ; hut I was still more emphatic 
in my indorsement of him hy reason of my talk with him at 
the time he crossed the Potomac with Patterson's army, when 
Mr. Lincoln [)romised to appoint him and to assign him to duty 
with General Anderson. In this interview with Mr. Lincoln, I 
also ex})lained to him my extreme desire to serve in a subordi. 
nate capacity, and in no event to be left in a superior command, 
fie ])romised me this with promptness, making the jocular re- 
mark that his chief trouble was to find places for the too many 
generals who wanted to be at the head of afEairs, to command 
armies, etc. 

The official order is dated-— 



BXAiXlCrABTSM or THX AxicT, I 

Hm feDowiBg iwlgninnil to nude of tbe general officers of the yolan< 
teer service, whose appoiotniMift wm amuHUioed in 6ea«ral Ordwa No. 0S, 
from tlie War Dej)ai ttnent : 

To tbe Department of the Oumberland, Brigadier-Q«neral Robert An* 
demon oomnumding : 

Bngndior-Goneral W. T. Shmia, 

Bflgadier^toiitnl Ooofgo H. TluniiMi, 

• •••»•• ■ 
Bj oommand of lieatenant-Oeneral Scott : 

£. D. TowHBBND, Amttant Adjutant- Oencral. 

After Bome days, I wu relimd in oommand of mj brigade 
and post by Brigadier General Fitz-John Porter, and at <mce 
took my deportare for Oincumati, Ohio, via Greeson, Penn- 
lylyania, where General Anderson was with his fsmily ; and 
he, Thomas, and I, met by appointment at the house of his 
brother, Lars Anderson, Esq., in Cincinnati We were there on 
the 1st and SSd of September, when several prominent gentlemen 
of Eentncky met ns to disease the situation, amoug whom wera 
Jaekaon, Harhm, Speed, and others. At that time^ WiUiaa 
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Nelson, an officer of the navy, had been cominissioned a bnga^ 
dier-gencral of volunteers, and liad liis camji at Dick Robinson, 
a few miles beyond the Kentucky River, south of Nicholas\nlle ; 
and Brigadier-General L. II. Rousseau had another camp at 
JefTersonnlle, opposite Louisville. The State Leiri^lature was 
in session at Frankfort, and was rcadv to take dctinite action a 
Boon as General Anderson was prepared, for the State waa 
threatened with invasion from Tennessee, by two forces: one 
from the direction of Nashville, commanded by Generals Albert 
Sidney Johnston and Ruckncr; and the other from the direction 
of Cumberland Gap, commanded by Generals Crittenden and 
ZollicofTer. General Anderson saw that he had not force enough 
to resist these two columns, and concluded to send me in person 
for help to Indianapolis and Springfield, to confer with the 
Governors of Indiana, and Illinois, and to General Fremont, 
who commanded in St. Louis. 

McClellan and Fremont were tlie two men toward whom 
the country looked Jis the OTeat Union leaders, and toward them 
were streaming the newly-raised regiments of infantry and cav- 
alry, and batteries of artillery ; nobody seeming to think of the ' 
intervening link covered by Kentucky. While I was to make 
this tour, Generals Anderson and Thomas were to go to Louis- 
ville and initiate tlie department. None of ns had a staff, or aoy 
of the machinery for organizing an army, and, indeed, we had 
no array to organize. Anderson was empowered to raise regi- 
ments in Kentucky, and to commission a few brigadier-generak. 

At Indianapolis I found Governor Morton and all the State 
officials busy in equipping and providing for the new regi- 
menta^ and my object was to divert aome of them toward 
Eentneky; bat they were eaUed for as £ut aa they were rana- 
tered In, either for the army of McOlellan or Fremont At 
Springfield also I found tlie same general activity and ze«]| 
Governor Yates busy in providing for his men ; bnt these men 
also had been promised to Freiiont I then went on to 8t 
Lonis, where all was seeming activity, bustle, and preparation. 
Meeting R. M. Benick at the Planters' Honse (where I stopped), 
I inqnixed where I conld find General Fremont Benick said 
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"Wbat do von want with General Fremont?" I said I had 
come to see him on business ; and he added, " You don't sup 
poee that he will see such as you?" and went on to retail all tlie 
Bcandal of the day: that Fremont was a great potentate, sur- 
rounded by sentries and guards; that he ha<l a more showy 
court than any real king ; that he la'])t senators, governors, and 
the first citizens, <lanein«r attendance for days and weeks before 
granting an audience, etc. ; that if I expected to see him on 
business, I would have to make my application in writing, and 
submit to a close scnitiny by his chief of stall and by his civil 
surroundings. Of coura^I laughed at all this, and renewed my 
simple inquiry as to where was his ofiBce, aud was informed that 
he resided and had his office at Major Brant's new house on 
Chouteau Avenue. It was then late in the afternoon, and I con- 
eluded to wait till the next morning ; but that night I received 
a dispatch from General Anderson in Louisville to hurry back, 
18 events were pressing, and he needed me. 

Aoocnrdingly, I rose early next moniing before daybreak, got 
breeifaet with the early railroad-passengers, and about sunrise 
was at the gate of General Ftamont's headquarters. A sen- 
tinel with drawn sabre paraded up and down in front of the 
house. I had on my undress uniform indicating my rank, and 
inquired of the sentinel, **Is Genenil Fremont upt" He an- 
swered, ** I don't know." Seeing that he was a soldier by his 
bearing, I spoke in a sharp, emphatic voice, Then find out" 
He called for the corporal of the guard, and soon a fine-looking 
German sergeant came, to whom I addressed the same in(|uiry. 
He in turn did not know, and I bade him find out, as I had 
imn.ediate and important business with the generaL The ser 
geant entered the house by the front-basement door, and after 
ten or fifteen minutes tlie main front-door above was slowly 
opened from the inside, and who should appear but my old 
San Franeisoo acquaintance Isaiah 0. Woods, whom I had not 
seen or heard of since his flight to Australia, at the time of the 
failure of Adams & Oo^ in 1855 1 He ushered me in hastily, 
dosed the door, and conducted me into the office on the rig^t 
of the haU. We were glad to meet, after ao long and event- 
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Inl an intervaly and mntoallj inquired after our respeetive 
familiea and special aoqujuntanoee. I found ihat he was a 
commifldoDed officer, a major on duty with Fremont, and 
Major Eaton, now of the Pajmaster'B Department, was in the 
same office with him. I explained to them that I had come 
from General Anderson, and wanted to confer with General 
Fremont in person. Woods left me, bnt soon returned, said 
the general would see me in a veiy few minutes, and within 
ten minutes I was shown across the hall into the large parlor, 
where G^eral Fremont received me very politely. We had 
met before, as early as 1S47, in Galifomia, and I had also seen 
him several times when he was senator. I then in a rapid 
manner ran over all the points of intersst in General Anderson's 
new sphere of action, hoped he would spare ns fiim the new 
levies what troops he could, and generaUy act in concert with 
ua. He told me that his first business would be to drive the 
rebel General Price and his anny out of Missouri, when he 
would turn his attention down the lifissisBippi. He asked my 
opinion about the various kinds of field-artillery which manu* 
facturers were thrusting on him, especially the then newly- 
invented James gun, and afterward our conversation took a 
wide turn about the character of the principal citizens d St 
liOuis, with whom I waswell acquainted. 

Telling General Fremont that I had been summoned to 
Louisville, and that I should leave in the first train, viz., at 8 
p. M., I took my leave of him. Betnming to Wood's office, I 
found there two more Oalifomians, vii., Messrs. Palmer and 
Haskell, so I felt that, while Fremont might be suspicious of 
otheiis, he allowed free ingress to his old Galifoniia acquaint 
ancos. 

Returning to the Planten^ House, I heard of Beard, an- 
other Califomian, a Mormon, who had the contract for the 
line of redoubts which Fremont had ordered to be constructed 
around the city, before he would take his departure for the 
interior of the State ; and while I stood near the office-counter, 
I saw old JBaron Steinbergcr, a prince among our early California 
adventurers, oome in and look over the nigiiter. I avoided bio 
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on purpose, but his presence in St. Louis recalled the maxim, 
""WTiere the vultures are, there is a carciiss close bj;" and I 
suspected that the profitable contracts of the quartermaster, 
McEinstiy, had drawn to St Louis some of the most enter- 
pfrising men of Oaliloniift. I suspect thej can account for the 
hct that, in a very shout timo^ Fremont fell his high estate 
in HiBsonri, hj reason of frauds^ or supposed firaads^ in tihe ad- 
miaiBtntioa tbo affaln of Bis oommand. 

I left St Lools tliat afternoon and readied Louisville the 
next moming. I f onnd General Anderson qnartered at the 
Louisville Hotel, snd he had taken a dwelling honse on — 
Street as an office. Osptain O. D. Greene was his adjntantgen- 
end, Lieutenant Throekmorton his aide, and Oaptain Primes ni 
the Engineer Ck>rp8, was on duty with him. Qenersl Gecnge 
H. Thomas had heen dispatched to camp Dick Bohinson, to 
relieve Kelson. 

The dtj was foil ol sll sorts of rmnors. The Legislature, 

moved bj ooosidenitioiis purely of a political nature, had taken 

the step, whatever it was^ that amoonted to an adherence to the 

Union, instead of joining the already-seceded States. This waa 

onivenallj known to be the ognal for acti<m. For it we were 

ntterl J nnpawpared, whereas the rebels were full j prepsred. 

Genersl Sidney Johnston immediately eroossd into Kentnclry, 

and advanced as fiur as Bowling Green, whidi he began to 

fortify, and thence dispatched General Bndmer with a division 

forward toward Lonisville ; G^eral Zollicoffar, in like manner, 

entered the State and advanced as far as Somerset. On the 

day I readied LonisviLe the exdtement nm hlg|u It was 

known that Colnmbii^ Eentod^, had been oocnpied, September 

7th, by a strong rebel force, under G^erals Pillow and Polk, 

and that Genersl Grant had moved from Cairo and oocnpied 

Fsdncah in foree on the 6th. Many of the rebel families ex* 

pected Backner to reach Louisville at any moment. That night, 

General Anderson sent for me, and I found with him Mr. 

Guthrie, president of the Louisville <fe Nashville Railroad* 

who had in his hands a dispatch to the effect that the bridge 

MTOSS the Boiling Fork of Salt Greek, less than thir^ miles 
16 
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vatf had been bnrned, and that Budmer's foroe, m roui0 for 
LovifvOIe, had been detained bejond Green Biyer bj a train 
thrown the track. We learned afterward that a man 
named Bird had displaced a rail on purpose to throw the train 
off the track, and thereby give na time. 

Hr. Gnthiie explained that in the ravine jnat beyond Salt 
Creek were aereral high and important treatlea whidi| if d^ 
stroyed, would take months to replace, and General Anderm 
tiionght it well worth the effort to saye them. Alao^ on Mnl^ 
drangh's Hill beyond, was a strong position, which had in fomer 
years been nsed as the site for the State " Osmp of Instmetion," 
and we all supposed that General Bnckner, who was familiar 
with the grouid, was aiming for a position there^ from which 
to operate on Lomsville. 

All the troops we had to counteract Buckner were Bonaseau's 
Legion, and a few Home Guards in Louisyille. The former were 
still eucamped across the riyer at Jeffersonville ; so General 
Anderson ordered me to go oyer, and with them, and such 
Home Guards as we could collect, inako the effort to secure pos- 
session of Muldraugli's Ilill before Buckner could reach it. I 
took Captain Primo with mo, and crossed oyer to Bouaseau's 
camp. The long-roll was beaten, and within sn hour the men, 
to the number of about one thousand, were marching for the 
ferry-boat and for the Nashville depot. Meantime General 
Anderson had sent to collect some Home Guards, and Mr. Guth* 
rie to get the trains ready. It was after midnight before we 
began to move. The trains proceeded slowly, and it was day- 
break when we reached Lebanon Junction, twenty-six miles out, 
where we disembarked, and marched to the bridge over Salt 
River, which we found had been burnt ; whether to prevent 
Buckner coming into Louisville, or us from going out, was not 
dear. Kousseau's Legion forded the stream and marched up to 
the State Camp of Instnietion, finding the high trestlce all 
secure. The railrond-hands went to work at once to rebuild the 
bridge. I remained a cou])le of days at Lebanon Junction, dur- 
ing which General Anderson forwnrde<l two regiments of volun- 
teers that had come to him. Before the bridge was done we 
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advanced the whole camp to the mmmit of Muldrangh's Ilill, 
just back of Elizabethtown. There I learned definitely that 
General Buckner had not crossed Green Kiver at all, that Gknr 
«ral Sidney Johnston waa fortifying Bowling Green, and pre- 
paring for a ByBtcmatic adTanoe into Kentucky, of which he 
was a native, and with whoee people and geography he moat 
have been familiar. 

As fast as fresh troops reached Lomsville, they were sent 
out to me at Muldrangh's Ilill, whore I was endeavoring to 
put them into shape for service, and hy the Ist of October I 
had the equivalent of a division of two bngadea jircparing to 
move forwani toward Gropii River. The daily correspoiiiknce 
between General Andcr.-on ;ind mvself 8,itislied me that the 
woiTy and harassineiit at Louisville were exhausting his Btrength 
and health, and that he would soon leave. On a telegrajjhio 
summons from him, about the 5th of October, I went down to 
Louisville, when General Anderson said he could nut stand the 
mental torture of hi8 command any longer, and that he must go 
away, or it would kill him. On the Sth of October he actually 
published an order relinquishing the command, and, by reason 
of ray seniority, I had no alternative but to assume command, 
though much against the grain, and in direct \'iolation of Mr. 
Lincoln's promise to me. T am certain that, in my earliest com- 
munication to the War Dejiartment, I renewed the expression 
of my wish to remain in a subordinate position, and that I re- 
ccivefl the assurance tliat Brigadier-General Buell would soon 
arrive from California, and would be sent to relieve me. 

By that time I had become pretty familiar with the geogra- 
phy and the general resources of Kentucky. We had parties 
al! over the State raising regiments and companies ; but it wa? 
manifest that the voun<' men were fjenerallv inclined to thecausp 
ot the South, while the older men of property wanted to V)o let 
alone — i. e., to remain neutral. As to a forward movement that 
fall, it was simply impracticable; for we were forced to use 
divergent lines, leading our columns farther and farther apart ; 
and all I oonld attempt was to go on and collect forbe and ma- 
terial at the two points already chosen, viz., Dick Bobinson and 
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Eliabotbtown. General George H. Thomas etill continued to 
command the former, and on the 12th of October I dispatched 
Brigadier-General A. McD. McCook to command the latter^ 
which had been moved forward to Nolin Creek, fifty-two niilee 
ont of Louisvillci toward Bowling Green. Staff>ofiicers began 
to nm've to relieve ufl of the constant drudgeiy which, up to 
tliat time, had been forced on General Anderson and myself; 
and these were all good men. Colonel Thomas Swords, quarter- 
master, arrived on the 13th ; Paymaster Larncd on the 14th ; and 
Lieutenant Smyzer, Fifth Artillery, acting ordnance-officer, on 
the 20th ; Captain Symonds was already on duty as the com 
missary of subsistence; Captain O. D. Greene waa the adjataiii* 
general, and completed a good working Btali. 

The everlasting worry of citizens complaining of every petty 
delinquency of a soldier, and forcing themselves forward to 
discuss politics, made the position of a commanding general 
no sinecure. I continued to strengthen the two corps forward 
and their routes of supply ; all the time exqjecting that Sidney 
Johnston, who was a real general, and who had as correct infor- 
mation of our situation as I had, would unite his force with Zol- 
licoffer, and fall on Thomas at Dick Robinson, or McCook at 
Nolin. Had he done so in October, 1861, he could have walked 
into Louisville, and the vital part of tlie population would have 
hailed him as a deliverer. Wliy he did not, was to me a mys- 
tery then iind is now ; for I know that he saw the move, and 
had his wagons loaded up at one time for a start toward Frank- 
fort, passing between our two camps. Conscious of our weakness, 
I was unnecessarily unhappy, and doubtless exhibited it too 
much to those near me ; but it did seem to me that the Govern- 
ment at "Washington, intent on the larger preparations of Fre- 
mont in Miss^juri and McClellan in Wasliington, actually ignored 
us in Kentucky. 

About this time, say the middle of October, I received notice, 
by telegra})li, that the Secretary of War, Mr. Cameron (then in 
St Louis), would visit nic at Ix)uisville, on his way back to Wash- 
ington. I was delighted to have an opportunity to properly 
represent the actual state of affairs, and got Mr. Guthrie tc 
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go with ine across to Jefferaonville, to meet the Secretary of 
War and escort liim to Louisville. The train was behind time, 
but Mr. Gutlirle and I waited till it actually arrived. Mr. 
Cameron was attended by Adjutant-General Lorenzo Thomaa, 
and six or seven gentlemen who turned out to bo newspaper re- 
porters. Mr. Canierun s iirst inquiry was, when he could start 
for Cincinnati, Sixying that, as he had been detained at St. LouIb 
60 long, it was important he ehould hurry on to Washington. 
I explained that the regidar mail-boat would leave very bood 
— viz., at 12 iL — ^but I begged him to come over to Louisville ; 
that I wanted to see him on badness as important M any in 
Washington, and hoped he would come and spend at least a day 
with na. He asked if eveiy thing was not well with xa, and I 
told him far fiiom it ; that things were actually bad, as bad as 
bad could be. This seemed to snrprise him, and Mr. Ghithxfo 
added his persoaaionto mine; when Hr. Oameron, learning that 
he eonld leave I«onisville by rail via Fhmkfort next morning 
oarlj, and make the same oonnectiona at Cinoimiati, consented 
to go with na to Lonisville, with the distinct nndemtanding thai 
he mnst leave early the next morning for Washington. 

We accordingly all took hacks, croased the river by the ferry, 
and drove to the Gait Honse, where I was then staying. Brig- 
«dierX}eneral T. J, Wood had oome down from Indianapolis by 
the same train, and was one of the party. We all proceeded to 
my room on the first floor of the Gait House, where our excel* 
{ent landlord, Silas Miller, Esq., sent ns a good Imieh and some* 
thing todrink. Mr. Oameron was not well, and lay on my bed, 
but joined in the general conversation. He and his parly seemed 
to be foil of the particolars of the developments in St Lonis of 
some of Fremont's extravagant contracts and expenses, which 
were the occasion of Oameron's trip to St. Lonis, and which 
finally resolted In Fremont^s being relieved, first by General 
Hunter, and after by General H. W. Halleck. 

After some general conversation, Mr. Camenm called to me^ 
** Kow, General Sherman, tell ns of y onr troubles." I said I 
preferred not to discuss business with so many atrangers presentt 
fie said, They are all fiiends, all members of my family, and 
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yon m&y speak jour miod £reelj and without nriaSnt** I im 
•ore I stepped to the door, locked it to pieyent intnuion, and 
then fully and fairly represented the state of a&Ira in Km- 
tncky, especial! J the sitoation and nnmben of my troopa. I com- 
plained that the new levies of Ohio and Indiana were diverted 
East and Westy and we got scaroely any thing ; that our f ones 
at Ndlin and Dick Bohinson were powerless for invasion, and 
only tempting to a general soeh aa we believed Sidney Johnston 
to be ; that, if Johnston chose, heconld march to LouisviUeany 
day. Oameron endaimed ; " Yon aatoniah me I Our informants, 
the Ksntncky Senatorsand members of Oongress, claim that they 
have in Kentoeky plenty of men, and all they want are arms 
and money." I then said it was not true; for the yonng men 
were aiming and going out openly in broad dayl^^t to the 
rebel camps, provided with good hones and gnns by their fa- 
thers, who were at beet " nentral ; ^ and as to tanaa, he had, in 
'Washington, promised Gleneral Anderson forty thousand of the 
best Springfield muskets, instead of which we had received onljr 
about tweWe thousand Belgian mnfikets, which the Govemor 
of Pennsylvania bad refused, as had also the Gi>yemor of Ohio, 
but which had been adjudged good enough for Kentucky. 
I asserted that volunteer colonels raising regiments in varioos 
parts of the State had come to Louisville for arms, and when 
they saw what I had to offer had scorned to receive them — to 
confirm the truth of which I appealed to lir. Guthrie, wlio said 
that every word I had spoken was true, and he repeated what 1 
had often heard him say, that no man wlio owned a dave or a 
mule in Kentucky could be trusted. 

Mr. Oameron appeared alarmed at what was said, and turned 
to Adjutant-General L. Thomas, to inquire if he knew of any 
troops available, that had not been already assigned. JB^ 
mentioned Negley's Pennsylvania Brigade, at Pittsburg, and 
a couple of other regiments that were then m route for St. 
Louis. Mr. Cameron ordered him to divert these to Louisville, 
and Thomaa* made the telegraphic orders on the spot He 
further promised, on readung Washington, to give us more of 
his time <tftd astifftsnftft. 
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In the general conversation wliicli followed, 1 remember tak- 
ing a large map of the United States, and assuming the people 
of tlie whole South to be in rebellion, that our task was to subduo 
them, showed that McClellan Wiia on the left, having a fronUige 
of less than a hundred miles, and Fremont the right, about the 
•amc ; whereas I, the centre, had from the Big Sandy to Padu 
cah, over tliree hundred miles of frontier; that McClellan had a 
hundred thousand men, Fremont sixty thousand, whereas to me 
had only been allotted about eighteen thousand. 1 argued that, 
for the purpose of defense, we should have &ixty thousand men 
at once, and for offense, would need two hundred thousand, be- 
fore we were done. Mr. Cameron, who still lay on the bed, 
threw up his hands and exclaimed, " Great God 1 where are they 
to come from ? " I asserted that there were plenty of men at the 
North, ready and willing to come, if he would only accept their 
serv^iccs ; for it was notorious that regiments had been formed 
in all tiie Northwestern States, whose services had been refused 
by tlie War Department, on the ground that they would not 
be needed. We discussed all these matters fully, in the most 
friendly spirit, and I thought I had aroused Mr. Cameron to a 
realization of the great war that was before us, and was in fact 
upon us. I heard him tell General Thomas to make a note of 
our conversation, that ho might attend to my requests on 
reaching Washington. "We all spent the evening together 
agreeably in conTersation, many Union citizens calling to pay 
their respects, and the next morning early we took ibo train for 
Frankfort ; Mr. Cameron and party going on to Oinffiinnftti and 
Washington, and I to Camp Diek Bobinstiki to aee General 
Thomas and the troope there. 

I found General Thomaa in e terem, with most of his regi- 
ments camped about him. He had sent a amaU force some miles 
in advance toward Omnbei^d Gap, under Brigadier^eneral 
Sdioepf. Remaining there a oonple of days, I retnmed to 
Looiaville ; on the 23d of October, General Kegley's brigade 
•iriTed in boats from Pittsburg, waa sent ont to Camp Kolin; 
and the Thirtj-aeyenth Indiana, Colonel Hazard, and Second 
ICnneaota, Colonel Yan GeTe^ also reached Lonisville bj rail. 
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and were posted at Elizabetbtown and Lebanon J anction. These 
were the same troops which had been ordered by Mr. Cameron 
when at Louisville, and they were all that I received thereafter, 
prior to mj leaving Kentucky. On reaching Washington, Mr. 
Cameron called on General Thomas, as he himself afterward told 
me, to submit his memorandum of events during his absence, 
and in that memorandum was mentioned my i?iftane request for 
two hundred thousand men. By some newspaper man this was 
seen and published, and, before I had the least conception of it, 
I was universally published throughout the country as " insane, 
crazy," etc Without any knowledge, however, of this fact, I 
hid previously addressed to the Adjutant-General of the army 
al Waahington this letter: 

flliXPIITITIlllll DKrARmifT OV THI CnrBBBLAHD, I 

LociBTiLLx, Kkwtookt, Oclob*r sa, 1661. | 

General L. Thomas, Adjutant- General^ Wa»hingtony D. G, 

8ib: On mj arrival at Oauip Dick Kobia^on, 1 found General Thomas 
had atationed a Kentaokj regiment at Rock Caatle Hill, bejrond a river of 
fbe lame name, and had sent an Ohio and an Indiana regiment forward in 
npport He waa emharraNed for tran^KwtatioD, and I anthoriaed Um to 
Un teama, and to move hii whole force nearer to hia advance-gnard, ao aa 
to rapport it, as he had information of the apiproach of ZollicofTer toward 
London. I have just heard from him, that he had sent forward General 
Sohoepf with Colonel Wolford'a cavalry, Colonel Steadman's Ohio regiment, 
and a battery of arUUery, followed on a succeeding day by a Tennessee 
brlgadeb He had atiU two Kentncky regiments, the Thirty-eighth Ohio and 
another battery of artOlerjr, wiHi whibh he waato follow yeaterdax. TUa 
force, if concentrated, shonld be stoongeiiOQ^ for thopvrpoae; ataUeventi^ 
it is all he had or T could give him. 

I explained to you fully, when heri, the supposed position of our adver- 
saries, among whicii was a force in the valley of Big Sandy, supposed to be 
advaiudiig on Paria^ Eeutnckj. Qenend Kebon at May sviUe waa tnatnielid 
to ooQeet all the men he oodd, and Oolonel GKU*a regiment of Ohio Volnn- 
teera. Oolonel Ilarris waa already in position at Olympian Springs, and a 
regiment lay at Lexington, which I ordered to his support. This leaves 
the line of Thomas's operations exposed, but 1 cannot help it. I explained 
ao folly to yourself and the Secretary of War the condition of things, that 
I oan add nothing new nntil farther developementa. Ton Icnow my vieva 
tiiat thia great oentre of oar field ia too weal^ for too waaki and I hava 
hedged and inploredtiU I dara not aaj mora. 
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Backner still is beyond Groen River. He sent a detachment of his 
men, variously estimated at from two to four thonsand toward Greens- 
bnrg. General W4rd, with about one thousand men, retreated to Camp> 
biiUHirg^ wh«rt he otDed to Ut uilrtMiiw imne partially-fonned 
nMam to the anmber of alKNit two thomuid. Tbo onemy did not tAraaM, 
•ad General Ward was at laat dates at Oampbellsburg. The officers 
«nai^d with raising regiments must of necessity be near their homes to 
collect men, and for this reason are out of popition ; but at or noar Greens 
bnrg and Lebanon, I desire to assemble as large a force of the Kentucky 
Volonteers as possible. This organisatioii is neoessanly irreguUr, bat the 
oeooisity to so great tliat I miut hare thorn, and thonlnro hmTO iamsd to 
thsm arms anl olotUng daring the process of formatioii. Thia haa ftoOi- 
tated thoir enlistment ; bat inasmuch as the Legislatore haa proTided 
money for organizing the Kentucky Volunteers, and intrusted its dis- 
bursement to a board of loyal gentlemen, I have endeavored to cooperate 
with them to hasten the formation of these corps. 

The greet dlffleoltj end hae been, that aa Tohmtoera dKbr, ve bsre aol 
anna end dothing to giro them. The enne aant na are^ ea job elfeady 
icnow, Bnropsea maaketa of naooath pattern, which the Tolonteere will not 
touch. 

General McCook has now three brigades — Johnson's, Wooil's, and 
Bouseeau's. Negley's brigade arrived to-day, and will be sent out at once. 
The ICnnesots regiment has also arrircd, and win be aaot fimrard. Has- 
aard*s regiment of Indiana troops I hare ordered to the month of Salt 

Oreek, an important point on the turnpike- road leading to Elizabethtown. 

I again repeat that our force here is out of all proportion to the impor- 
tance of the positiun. Our defeat would be disastrous to the nation ; and to 
expect of new men, who never bore arms, to do miracles, is not right 
I am, with mneh respect, yoaia tndj, 

W.T.Soinui^ JHjpiii dl sr^ ff m mn t Mmmm il i t§, 

About this time my attention was drawn to the public^ition in 
all tho Eastern papers, which of course was copied at the West, 
of the report that I was " crazy, insane, and mad," that " I had 
demanded two hundred thonsand men for the defense of Ken- 
tucky ; " and the authority given for this report was stated to be 
HbB Secretary of War himself, Mr. Cameron, who never, to my 
Imowledge, took paina to affirm or deny it. My position waa 
tiwreforo ^ply nnbearable^ and it ia probable I resented the 
flnwl inaiilt widi language of intfloae feeling. Still I received 
00 orden^ no refinforcementa, not a word of anoooragement or 
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relief. About N'ovomber 1st, General McClellan waa appointed 
oommander-in-chief of all the armies in the field, and by tel^ 
graph called for a report from me. It is herewith given : 

HBAsgnonM Dvahmot or rnm Cincumi.An», I 
LoDismu, Kbmtcokt, Alotmnbtr 4, IML | 

tfliMral L. Thomas, Ai^tant-Oeneral, Wathingtony D. C, 

Srn: In compliance with the telegraphic orders of General McClellan^ 
received Into last night, I labmit this report of the foroei in Kentool^y 
And of their condition. 

The tabular statement shoiri the position of tho Mvoral regiments. The 
eamp a* Nolin to at the preNnt oxtrssnity of tlio KasliTllIo Bailroad. Thit 
force was thrown forward to moot the advi&oo of Buckner's armj, which 
then fell back to Green River, twentj-three miles bejond. These regi- 
monts were substantially without means of transportation, other than the 
railroad, which is guarded at all dangerous points, jet is liable to intermp- 
tion at anj moment, by the tearing up of a rail bj the disaffected inhabi- 
tants or a Ured anemy. These rei^mente are etmposed of good matertols^ 
bat devoid of oompanj offloera of eiperiMiee^ and have been pot under 
fhoroogh drill rinoe being in camp. They are generally well clad, and 
provided for. Beyond Green River, the enemj has masked his forces, and 
it is very dillicult to ascertain even the approximate numbers. No pains 
have been spared to ascertain them, but without success, and it is well 
known that tiiey flur oataomber os. Depending, howew, on the railroads 
to their rear for transportatioin, they hare not Uns for adTaneed thto side of 
Qreen River, except in maranding parties. Tliis is the proper line of ad- 
vance, but will require a very large force, certainly fifty tliousand men, ea 
their railroad facilities south enable them to concentrate at Munfordsvill* 
the entire strength of the South. General McCook's command is divided 
Into foar brtgideSk vnder Oeoarsls Wood, R. W. Johnson, Bonsaean, and 
Negley. 

General Thomas's line of operations is from Lexington, toward Oamber> 
land Gap and Ford, which are occupied by a force of rebel Tennesseeans, 
under the command of ZoUicoffer. Thomas occupies the position at Lon- 
don, in front of two roads which lead to the fertile part of Kentucky, the 
one by Richmond, and the other by Grab Orchard, with his r sserre at 
Osmp Dick Bobinson, ei^^t miles south of the Kentucky Biver. Htepio- 
Tidons and storee go by railroad from Cincinnati to Nicholasville^ and 
thence in wagons to hto several reghneats. He is forced to hire traaspor* 
tation. 

lirigadior-General Nelson is oj'crating by the line from Olympian Springs, 
east of Paris, on the Covington & Lexington Railroad, toward PrealoB" 
burg, in the vtltoy of tha Big Sandy, when to assembled a foree ef tnm 
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twenty-five to thlrty-flre hundred rebel Kentnckians waiting rcrnfnrce- 
ments from Virginia. My hist report from him w as to October 28th, at 
which time he had Colonel llarris'a Ohio Secondf nine hundred strong; 
CMoMl Kcrkoa*t Twmlf-flnt Oldo^ om thoDMUd; and Odloiiel SiU*i Thir- 
tj^lbird OhkH w&ma hmdrad andllflj itraiig; with two irNgolar XMtnckj 
Ngimenta, Odmalt lUnhall and Metcalf. TheM troops were on Um road 
Baar Hazel Green and West Liberty, advancing toward Trestonburg. 

Upon an inspection of the irmp, ynu will observe these nro all diver^'ont 
lines, but rendered necessary, from the fact that our enemies choose them 
■a plaoaa of faftagt from piiisiiit» whara tbey can raealTa aaalilanoa from 
aaighlNwing Btataa. Our tinea are aU too weak, probably with the ax* 
oaption of that to Prestonbarg. To strengthen these, I am thrown on the 
raw levies of Ohio and Indiana, who arrive in dttachmouts, perfectly fresh 
from the country, and loaded down witli baggage, also upon the Kentuck- 
ians, who are slowly formiog regiments all over the State, at points re* 
moto from danger, and wbom It will be abnoot impoodbla to aaannbla to* 
gather. The ofganiaatioB of thia lattar Ibfoe 1% bj the lawa of Kantoeky, 
nder the control of a military board of citizenai at the oapital, Frankfort^ 
and they think they will be enabled to have fifteen regiments toward the 
middle of this month, but I doubt it, and deem it unsafe tu rely ou thera. 
There are four re^ments furming in the neighborhood of Owonsboro\ near 
the month of Qreen River, who are doing good service, also in the neigh- 
borhood of OampbellBiilla^ bat it ia nnaafe to nly on troopa ao anddenllf 
armed and equipped. They are not yet clothed or uniformed. I know 
well you will think our force too widely distributed, but we are forced to it 
by the attitude of our enemies, whose force and nunbara the ooontrj noTer 
has and probably never will comprehend. 

I am told that my estimate of troops needed for this line, viz., two 
hnndred thooaand, haa been oonatmed to my prqjndioe, and theielbre lanv» 
It for the Ihtore. Tbia ia the great eentre on whieh <mr enamiea eaneoa- 
oentrate whaterw force is not employed aiaawhere. Dotted atatemant 
of present force inclosed with this. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

W. T. SuKBMAjc, Bfigadi»r-0«Mr<d commanding. 

B&IOADIER-OENERAL Moa^)K*8 CAilP, AT NOLIN, KIFTY-TWO MILJIO 
FROM LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKT, KOVK^EB 4, 186L 

Fint Brigade (General Rovsskatt).— Third Kentucky, Colonel Bulkley; 
Fourth Kentucky, Colonel Whittaker; First Cavalry, Colonel Hoard; 
Stone's battery ; two companies Nineteenth United States Infantry, and 
two otHnpanies Fifteenth United States Infantry, Captain Gilman. 

8mni BHgads (Gtaaral T. J. WooD).--Thirty-eighth Indiana, Ooloaal 
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flcribner ; Thirtj-ninth Indiana, Colonel Harrison ; Thirtieth IhdiAna, Oolo> 
ad Bass; Twenty-ninth Indiana, Colonel Miller. 

nirtf Brigade (General JoiDmov).^— Fortj-Dinth 0]i1<h Ookniil Oibm 
Fifteenth Ohio, Colonel Dickey; TbHttj-iomUi DHnoif, Colonel King ; TUr- 
tj-secund Indiana, Colonel WillacL. 

Fourth Brigade (General Nbolit). — Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, 
Colonel Stambaugh ; Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania, Colonel Sinnell; Seven* 
ty-ninth Pennsylvania, Colonel Hambright; Battery , Captain Mueller 

Camp Dick SoMtuon (Gfeneral O. H. Tbomas).^ — — Eentacky, Colo* 
imI Bnmlette ; Kentnekj, Colonel Fry ; Kentnekj Cnndry, Colo- 
Mi Woolford; Fonrteenth Ohio, Colonel Bleedman ; FInl Artillery, Colonel 
Bnmett; Third Ohio, Colonel Carter; East Tenneisee, Colonel B/td. 

£ardstotcn, Kentucky. — Tenth Indiana, Colonel Manson. 

Crab Orchard. — Thirty-third Indiana, Colonel Cobum. 

Jefertonviilif Indiana. — Thirty-foorth Indiana, Colonel Steele ; Thhr^- 
4iifh Indiana, Colonel Ghooo; Finfc Wlioonain, Colonel Starkweatfaor. 

Jfyuth ^ jejMT.— Ninth lOoiiigaB, Coloiul Dnffield; TUrtyb 
Mventh Indiana, Colonel Hazzard. 

Lebanon Junction. — Second Minnesota, Colonel Van OHoTi^ 

Olympian Springs. — Second Ohio, Colonel Harris. 

Cynthiana, Kentucky. — Thirty-fifth Ohio, Colonel Vandever. 

jriManUU, JTm^^y.— Twentj-firafc Ohio^ OoIomI Norton; TUrt^ 
«||lifh Ohio, Colond Bradley. 

JSig mil. — Seventeenth Ohio, Colonel Connell, 

Coletburg, — Twenty-fourth Illinois, Colonel Hecker. 

Mizahethtoton^ Kentucky. — Nineteenth Illinois, Colonel Tarohin. 

Oweneboro' or Henderson. — Thirty-first Indiana, Colonel Crufl; Oolo- 
nel Edwards, forming Rook Castle ; Colonel Boyle, Harrodshnrg ; Colonel 
Birnoy, Ir?iiie; Colonel Hniaard, BurkaviUo; Colonel HeakinO) Somenab 

And, in order to conclude this eubject, I also add copies of 
two telegraphic dispatches, sent for General MeOlellan's vm 
about the same time, which are all the official letters received al 
his headquarters, as certified by the Adjutant^enenl, L. Thomas, 
in a letter of February 1, 1862, in answer to an application of 
my brother, Senator John Sherman, and on which I was ad- 
judged insane: 

Leonnuji, iAeoNkr 10 flk & 

To General McOlei-lan, Waehington^ D. C. : 

Disfmtch just received. We are forced to operate on three lines, all de- 
pendent on railroads of doubtful safety, requiring strong guards. From 
Faiis to Prestonburg, three Ohio regimenta and iome militiA — enemy vaii- 
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«ad7 reported from tUrty-flf* bimdred to MTen thooaaacL From Lexing^ 
tan towwd Oamb«riaiid Qwp, Brigidier43«in«nl Hmmu^ om Indiana and 
0Te Ohio regimenti^ two Kflntnokj and two Tannaaaao; Und wagona and 

badly clad. Zollicofffer, at Onmberland Ford, aboot seven thousand. Lea 
reported on the way with Virginia reCnforcementa. In front of LouisvillOj 
fifty-two uiilea, McCook, with four brigades of about thirteen thousand, with 
ftmr regiments to guard the railroad, at all times in danger. Enemy along 
the railroad from Green Bivir to Bowling Green, Kadnlik^ and darkavOle. 
Baokner, Hardee, Sidney Johnston, Polk, and Fihow, tiie two fonner in im> 
mediate command, the force as large as they want or can subsist, from 
twenty-five to thirty thousand. Bowling Oreen stroim^ fortified. Oar 
foroee too small to do good, and too large to Baontice. 

W. T. SuuuiA^, Brigadi«r-G«Mral, 

flisMnsaans IhrABnaar or na OvMaaaiiAMn, I 
LovMnu8,KBamBr,Jta«Bkrl,lliL f 

I^MMnaf Ita TmnuMf AJ^uiant-OMsrdL 

Sir : General MoOMlan telegraphs me to report to him daily the ritna* 
tion of affairs here. The country is bo large that it is impossible to give 
clear and definite views. Our enemies have a terrible advantage in the fact 
that in our midst, in our camps, and along our aveoaes of travel, they have 
aotiva partiians, &rmers and biuineBs>men, wlio aeemingly pursue their 
uoal oalUng; Imt ara In fiMt qte They report all oor movementa and 
itrength, while we oan prooora Information only bj fliroidtoiiB and unrelia- 
ble means. I inclose yon the copy of an intercepted letter, which is but the 
type of others. Many men from every part of the State arc now enrolled 
under Buokner — have gone to him — while ours have to be raised in neigh- 
borhoods, and cannot be called together except at long notice. These vol- 
nnteera ara being orgaidaed nnder the lawa of the State, and the 10th of 
Korember la fixed for the thne of oonaoWdaUng lliem Into oompairiea and 
regiments. Many of them are armed by the United States as home guards, 
and many by General Anderson and myself, because of the necessity of be- 
ing armed to guard their camps against internal enemies. Should we be 
overwhelmed, they would scatter, and their arms and clothing will go to 
the anamx, fturnlahing the very material they ao aoinoh need. Wa ahoald 
hare here a Tory large force, auffioleiit to ^to o<mfid«noa to tiba Union men 
of the ability to do what should be done — possess ourselves of all the State. 
But all see and feel we are brought to a stand-still, and this produces doubt 
and alarm. With our present force it would be simple madness to cross 
Green Kiver, and yet hesitation may be as fatal. In like manner the other 
eolunms are in peril, not so much in front aa rear, tha rdlroada orar whiall 
aw atoiea mnat paaa being mnoh axpoaed. I hata Ilia Kaahyflla BaUroid 
gnarded bjtfaiaareginaati^yeiitiafiurfhMnbaiiiiiafo; and, tha nomaal 
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Mlnal bottOitiM oommenee, thete rotdi will be iotempCed, and w will to 
in • dUtmina. To meet thie in part I hATe pot s oa^ of provisions at tbe 
month of Bait BiTer, gnarded bj two regimenta All these detachments 

weaken the main force, and endanpor thu whole. Do not conclude, as be« 
fore, that I exaggerate tbe facts. Thej are as stated, and tbe future looks 
as dark as possible. It wooid be better if some man of sanguine mind were 
oere, for I am ISnreed to order aooorffing to m j oonvlotl<niB. Toora tmlj 

After the war was over, General Thomas J. Wood, then m 

command of the district of Yicksburg, prepared a statement ad- 
dreaaed to the piil»lic, describing the interview witli the Secretaiy 
of War, which he calla a ^ Gooneil of War." I did not then 
deem it necessary to renew a matter which had been swept into 
oblivion by the war itself ; bnt, as it ia OTidaioe an ej^' 
witnesB, it ia worthy of inaertioa hm. 

STATEMENT. 

On tbe Uth of Ootober, 1861, the writer, who bad bean peraoiiallj an 
mniterfaig doty in Indiaiia, waa appointed a brlgadier'geiieral of voInB* 

teers, and ordered to report to General Sherman, then in command of the 
Depiirtinout of the Cumberland, with his headquarters nt Louisville, having 
Bnoreodod (renorjil Robert Anderson. When the writer was about leaving 
ludiuuapulis to proceed to Louisville, Mr. Cameron, retaming from his 
Ibmooa vidt of inipeolion to General Fremoiit*a department^ at St. Loni% 
lOaeonri, arrired at IndianapoUi^ and annoonoed bla faitentlon to vUt Oen^ 
oral Sliennan. 

The writer was invited to accompany the party to Louisville. Taking 
the early morning train from Indianapolis to Loalsville on the 16th of 
October, 1801, the party arrived in Jeffersonville shortly after mid-day. 
General Sherman met tbe party in JelTersonville, and accompanied it to the 
Gait Hooae, in LoaiavUle, tiie boiel at wbiob be waa atopping. 

During the afternoon General Sheraum informed tiie writer that a ooonoil 
of war waa to be held immediately in his private room in the hotel, and 
desired bini to bo present at the council. General Sherman and the writer 
proceeded directly to the room. The writer entered the room first, and 
observed in it Mr. Oameron, A^atant-General L. Thomas, and some otber 
persona, all fsi wboae namea be did not know, but whom be reoognlaed aa 
being of Mr. Oameron'a partj. Tbe name of one of tbe party tba wite 
bad learned, wbiob be remembers as Wilkinson, or WUkeraoai and wbe 
be nnderetood waa a writer for tbe Nm» York TWImm aewipapar. Tba 
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Hon. James Gotbrie was also in the room, having b«en Invited, on aoconnt 
of his eminent position as a oitiMii of Eentnoky, his high dyio reputation, 
taA Ui woQ-knowB devotioii to tho XTnloii, to niMt Hm BocrotMrj of War la 
tiioooanoiL When Oeneral ShoramoDttNd ttetoonitedfltsd tfM door, 

tnd turned the key in the lock. 

Before entering on the business of the meeting, General Sherman re- 
marked substantiallj : " Mr. Cameron, we have met here to discuss mat- 
ters and interchange views which should be known only bj persons high In 
fho oonfldoDOO of llio Govonuooiit Tbw vo ptnooo proM&t wImnb I do 
not know, and I deiirt to know, bolbro vpniog tiio borincN of fho oooboO, 
whether they are persons who may be prop«r^ allowed to boar the views 
ffhicb I have to submit to you." Mr. Cameron replied, with some littlo tosti- 
ness of manner, that the persona referred to belonged to his party, and 
there was no objection to their knowing whatever might be communioated 
to hfan* 

Oartslnlr tbo fcgitfanato and nataral ooaohrfoii from fbta ranrk of Mr, 
Oamoron's was that whatever views might be submitted by General BbiT* 

man would be considered under the protection of the seal of secrecy, and 
would not be divulged to tbo public till all apprehension of iiyurious con- 
sequeQCOS from sach disclosure had passed. And it may bo remarked, tat* 
Ihor, that Jnatteo to Gananl SlMtmaii toqniMd fhalii; at any fotoro Ifana, 
Ua oonoloiiona aa totho amount of foroo naoaanuj to ooodiiot tfio operatkna 
committed to his charge should be made pnblio, tho gromda OB wUall Us 
aonclusions were based should be made public at the same time. 

Mr, Ciimoron then asked General iShertnnn what his plans were. To this 
General Sherman replied that he had no plans; that no snffioient forca 
had been placed at hb dispodtlon with which to devise any plan of opera- 
tlona ; that, before a oonunanding general eoold prqjeot a plan of oampaign, 
bo most know what amount of force he would have to operate with. 

The general added that he had views which he would be happy to sub- 
mit for the consideration of the Secretary. Mr. OameroD desired to boar 
General Sherman's views. 

General Sherman began by giving his opinion of the people of Kentucky, 
and the then oooditkn of tbo State. Ho remarked that bo beliored a mj 
large minority of the people of Kentncky were thoron^Jj deroted to tbo 
Union, and loyal to the Government, and that tlio TTnionists embraced almost 
all the older and more substantial men in the State ; but, unfortunately, 
there was no organization nor arms among the Union men; that the rebel 
minority, thorouglily vindictive in its sentiments, was organized and armed 
(tbiabavlqgbeendonobi advasoo bj tbair laadera), and, beyond tba raaob 
of fbo Federal fbroaa^ orerawed and prarentedtba Uidon mm htm tftgm' 
Izfnp ; that. In his opinioB, if Federal protection were extended tbronghont 
the State to the Union Bao^ t kift IbfM ooold bo raked Air tbo aatvlaaor 
tba Government* 
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Oenenl Bhtnnaii nnt pfMented « tinmt of lh« inibmtttfoii in hli 
p oa mri op «■ to the nmnber of th< wbd twK^ in gentocky. Ooiimi«B«lnf 
vlth the force at Columbus, Eentaolgr, the nports^^aried, giving the itrMigtti 

from ten to twenty thousand. It was commanded bj Lieutenant-General 
Polk. General Sherman fixed it at the lowest estimate; say, ten thousand. 
The force at Bowling Green, commanded bjr General A. S. Johnston, sup- 
portod by HardeOi Baekaor, and otlMt% wt» Twionalj Mtiinated at from 
<|f htMn to thirty thonaud. Gooonl 8h«nn«i ottiroated this fbroo at tho 
lovaat llgnres given to it by his infonnatioii— dglitoen thooaand. 

lie explained that, for pnrposes of defense, these two forces ought, owing 
to the facility with which troops might be transported from one to tha 
other, by the net-work of rulroads in Middle and West Tennessee, to bo 
oonddered almost as ono. General Sherman remarked, also, on the faoilitj 
wiUi wUeb ratafBroainanta ooold ba tMuportad by ndlroad to BovBng 
Green, from the other rebellions Btatea. 

The third organized body of rebel troops was in Eastern Kentnoky, under 
General Zollicolfer, estimated, according to the most reliable information, at 
six thousand men. This force threatened a descent, if unrestrained, on tho 
blae-grass region of Kentnokj, including the cities of Lexington, and Frank- 
tuti, the oapltal of the State; and If anwoaaaftJ in ita primaiy morani«iit% 
aa it would gather bead aa it advanoad, nii^ endanger the aaftly of CXft- 
dnnatL 

General Sherman said that the information in bis possession indioatod 
an intention, on the part of the rebels, of a general and grand advance 
toward the Ohio Biver. He farther expressed the opinion that, if such ad- 

vanoe dioiiU be nada^ and not oiiedkad, tlie rebel fime wonld be awoOen by 
at toaat twenty thonaand teendta firom the didoyaliata in Eentoeky. Hia low 

eOBpntation of the organized rebel soldiers then in Kentucky fixed the 
strength at about thirty-five thousand. Add twenty thousand for rein- 
forcements gained in Kentucky, to say nothing of troops drawn from other 
rebel btates, and tlie ed'ective rebel force in the titate, at a low estimate, 
would be fifly-five tlwnaand men. 

General Sherman explained fbroibly how largely the diffiooltiaa of sap- 
pressing the rebellion woold be enhanced, if the rebels should be allowed 
to plant themselves firmly, with strong fortifications, at commanding points 
on the Ohio River. It wonid be facile for them to oarrj the war thenoa 
into the loyal States north of the river. 

To roalat an advanoe of the rebels, Genaral BImrmb atalad thaihe ilt 
not have at that time In Eentoeky more than aome twalve to ibortean 
thousand efifective men. The bulk of this force was posted at camp Nolin, 
on the Louisville & Nashville Ilaihvny, fifty miles south of Louisville. A 
part of it was in Eastern Kentucky, under General George H. ThoOMM^ and 
a very small foroe was In the lower valley of Green River. 
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Tb!a disposftton of the furce had been made for the double purpose of 
watching and checking the rebels, and protecting the raising and organiza* 
Hon of troopa among iha Union men of Kentnekj. 

Having azidainod the altnation from tha d«feod?a point of viaw, Gananl 
Shonnan proceeded to considor it from the offensire etand-point. The Got* 
emment had undertaken to suppress the rebellion ; the onus facundi^ there- 
fore, rested on the Government. The rebellion could never be jiut down, 
the authority of the paramount Government asserted, and the union of the 
States dedared perpetual, bj foroo of arms, bj maintaining the dafimilTo; 
to aoeompllali thaae grand daiidwata, it waa alMolntaly naoaaiaij tbe Gor- 
emment ihoiild adopt, and nnUntain nntU the rabalUon waa emahad, tiie 

For the purpose of expelling the rebels from Kentucky, General Sher- 
man said that at least sixty thousand soldiers were necessary. Gonsidering 
that the maana of accompUsbment moat always be proportioned to the end 
to Im aehieved, and bearing in mind the arraj of relwl foroe than in Ken- 
tacky, every sendble nan moat admit that the eatimata of the f<woe giTon 
by General Sherman, for driving the rebels out of the State, and redatab- 
liabiog and maintaining the authority of the Government, was a very low 
one. The truth is that, before the reijels were driven from Eentnokyi 
many more than sixty thousand soldiers were sent into tbe State. 

Aaeending fttm tlie oondderation of the narrow qneatioii of the poUtl- 
mI and ndlitary dtnaUon in Eentno^, and the extent fevee naoaaaary 
to redeem the State from relxl thraldom, forecasting in hia aagaoiona Intel- 
leet tbe grand and daring operations which, three years afterward, he re- 
alized in a campaign, taken in its entirety, without a parallel in modern 
timea, General Sherman expressed tbe opinion that, to carry the war to tbe 
Qnlf ef Keiloo^ anddaatroy all anned oppositioB tothe Govmnenti In the 
entire lOialiaippI Yallef , at leaat two hnndred thooaand treope were nbeo- 
Inlalf reqnialte. 

So soon as General Sherman had condnded the expression of his views, 
Mr. Oameron asked, with much warmth and apparent irritation, " Wliere do 
joa suppose, General Sherman, all this force is to come from f " General 
Sherman replied that he did not know ; that it waa not his duty to raise, 
organisei anid pnt the neeeaaarj military foroe into the field ; thai doty per- 
tdned to the War Department Hia dn^ waa to organize eampaigna and 
eommand the troops after tbey had been pnt Into the field. 

At this point of the proceedings, General Sherman suggested that it 
might be agreeable to the Secretary to hear the views of Mr. Guthrie. 
I^us appealed to, Mr. Guthrie said be did not consider himself, being a 
dvilian, competent to give an opinion aa to the extsnt of foroe aeoesaaiy 
to earry the war to the Golf of Ifexioo; bnt| being well Informed of the 
eondiUon of tliioga in Kentucky, he indorsed folly General SbermaB*^ 
opfadoQ of the foroe reqnfared to drive the rebda oot of the Stalo 
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Tht foregoing to « olroamitaatial Meoant of tho d«Ubor*tioBi of tht 
•OOncil tlmt were of any importance. 

A good dcftl of desultory conversation followed, on immaterial matteri ; 
and some orders were issued bjr telegraph, hj the Secretary of War, for 
lOBM nuU ntaforoMDoato to Vo aoni to KMitnokj imoMdUtely, from Pmb- 
•ylvania and Indiana. 

A sliort time after the oooncil was held — the exaot time is oot now re- 
membered by the writer — an iraperfert narrative of it appeared in the New 
York Tribune. This account announced to the public the conclusiont 
uttered by General Sherman in the council, without giving the reasons on 
which his oonclosions were based. The onfaimeM of thto ooono to Genera) 
Shomian noeda no eomtnent All militarx men wore ahoekod bj tbo gnat 
bnaoh of lUth whioh bad boen committed. 

Th. J. Woos^ Mi^Omtnl Vt im k U tn, 
?ionsaaa» MMsnm, Am/mtHtrnk 

Brigadier-General Don Carlos Buell arrived at LoiiiBvilla 
about the middle of November, with orders to relieve me, and I 
was transfened for duty to the Department of tlie Missouri, and 
ordered to report in person to Major-General U. W. Ualleck 
at St. Louis. I accompanied General Buell to the camp at 
Nolin, where he reviewed and inspected the camp and troopa 
under the command of General A. McD. McCook, and on 
our way back General Buell inspected the regiment of Hazzard 
at Elizabothtown. I then turned over my command to hinii 
and took my departure for St. Louis. 

At the time I was so relieved I thought, of coarse, it wa« 
done in fulfillment of Mr. Lincoln's promise to me, and as a 
necessary result of my repeated demand for tlie fulfillment cf 
tliat promise; but I saw and felt, and was of course deefJy 
moved to observe, the manifest l)elief tliat tlicrc was more or 
lcs.q of truth in the rumor that tlie cares, perplexities, ami anxie- 
ty of the situation had unbalanced my judgment and mind. 
It was, doubtless, an incident common to all civil wars, to which 
I could o»dy submit with the best grace pussii)le, trusting to the 
future for an ()j>portunity to ivdeem inv fortune and good 
name. Of course I could not deny the fact, and had to submit 
to all its painful e<)nse<pieuees for inontlis; an<l, niMifover, I 
could not hide from myself tliat miiuy of the olhccrs and sol- 
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diers f^iibficqnently placed uiiflcr my coinmuiid looked at luu 
ii.<kanee ;iii<l witli susjiicion. Indeeil, it \v:i> not until the fol- 
lowing^ Aj)ril that the battle of bhiloli gave mo periH>nally tiie 
chance to redeem my <x<»o<l liame. 

On reaching St. Louis and rcjtorti!!;; lo (icneral liallock, 1 
was received kindly, and wa.^ slmrtly afterward (viz., Novem- 
ber 23d) Bcnt up to Scdalia to inspect tlie Ciimp there, and the 
troops located alon<jf the road buck to JelTci-i^on City, :tud I was 
ordered to assume command in a certain contingency. I found 
General Steele at Sedalia with his regiments scattered about 
loosely; and General Pope at Otterville, twenty miles back, 
with no concert between them. The rebel general, Sterling 
Price, had his forces down about Osceola and AVarfaw. I adv'ised 
General Ilalleck to collect the wlude of liis men into one camp 
on the La Mine River, near Georgetown, to put them into 
brigades and divisions, 6o as to be ready to be handled, and I 
gave some preliminary orders looking to that end. But tlie 
newspapers kept harj>ing on my insanity and paralyzed my 
efforts. In spite of myself, they tortured from me sume words 
and acts of imprudence, (ieneral Halleck telegra{)lied me on 
November 2Gth: " Uidcss telegraph-lines are interrujtted, make 
no movement of troo]>s without orders;" and on November 
2'.Uh : " No forward movement of troops on Osceola will be 
made; only strong reconnoitring-parties will be sent out in the 
supposed direction of the enemy; the l>u]k of the troops being 
held in position till more reiialjle information is o1)tained." 

About the same time I received the following dibj^atch: 

HBAOWASnM, 8t. Loria, MtMOQU, I 

Mra. Sherman it hare. General Haneek ia aatiffied, from reporli el 
aeonta received bcro, that no attaek on Sedalia is intended. Too will there 
fore retnrn to this city, and report your observotions on the condition n# 

the troopB you have exainint-d. I'leaso foltvraph when you will leave. 

iSouuTixa Uamiltun, Uriyadier-Gen«ral and Aidt-dc- Camp, 

I accordingly returaed to St. Louis, whore I found Mn. 
Sherman, naturally and properly diatreaeed at the continued ani 
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raitmted reports of the newspapen of my insanity, and ahe had 
come from Lancaster to see me. This recall from Sedalia 
simply swelled the ay. It was alleged that I was recalled hy 
reason of something foolish I had done at Sedalia, thoogh in 
fact I had done ahsolately nothing, except to recommend what 
was done immediately thereafter on the advice of dDlonel M6> 
Pherson, on a snbeeqixent inspection. Seeing and realizing that 
my efforts were useless, I condnded to ask for a twenty dayi^ 
leave of absence, to accompany Mrs. Sherman to onr home in 
Lancaster, and to allow the storm to blow over somewhat. It 
also happened to be mid-winter, when nothing was doing; so 
Mrs. Sherman and I retomed to Lancaster, where I was boni^ 
and where I supposed I was better known and appreciated. 

The newspapers kept np their game as thon^ instigated by 
malice, and chief among them w|i8 the (XnainnaU Ommtreiai^ 
whose editor, QaJsted, was generally believed to be an honorable 
man. P. R Ewing, Esq., being in Cincinnati, saw him and 
asked him why he, who certainly knew better, would reiterate 
such a damaging slander. He answered, quite cavalierly, that 
it was one of the news-items of the day, and he had to keep up 
with the time; but he would be most happy to publish any 
correction I might make, as though I could deny such a mali- 
cious piece of scandal affecting myself. On the 12th of Novem- 
ber I had occasion to write to Qeneral Halleck, and I have a 
copy of his letter in answer: 

St. Lopm, J k omiw IS, IHL 
BrigadUr-Otneral W. T. Sherman, Lancaster^ Ohio. 

My dkar Gknkral: Yours of the 12th was received a day or two «po, 
bat was mislaid for the moment among private papers, or I slioiild have an- 
■wered it souaer. The newspaper attacks are certainly shameless and 
Msndaloos, bat I cannot agree with yon, that thej have w in thmr power 
**to destroy os as they pleate.** I oertidnly get my ahare of aboaa^ bat it 
will not diatnrb me. 

Your movement of the troops was not countermanded hy mo bcoause I 
thought it an unwise one in itself, but because I was not then rcadv for it. 
I had better information of Price's movements than yon had, and I had no 
appreheneion of an attaok. I intended to oonoMitntte the forces on that 
line, bat I widied the mcvement delayed natil Iconld determine on a bettm 
position. 
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After receiving Lientenant-Oolonel McPherson's report, I made precise- 
ly the location you bad ordered. I was dogirons at the time not to prevent 
the advance of Price by any movement on our part, hoping that he would 
move on Lexington; but liuding that be bad determined to remain at Ot- 
OMla for MOM time at ]Mit| I nude tlie mofWMnt jou propoied. AMjon 
eonld not know my plena^ 70a and oCben maj have miaconatnied the 
reason of mj oonntermanding yonr orders. . • • 

I hope to see jon well enough for duty soon. Onr Wganlaation gOM as 
alowlj, bat we will effect it in timob Yoora irvlj, 

H. W.HAxxaooc. 

And tabaeqaenily, in a letter to Hon. Thomas Ewing^ In 
tnswer to some inqnirioB inyolving the flame general aoljeet} 
Qeneral Halleok wxote aa f oUowa : 

8c. Lovn, Mnmy 16, 186iL 

Son, TboicAa Ewnre, Laneeuter, 

Dear Sib : Tour note of the 18th, and one of this date, from Mr. Sher> 
man, in relation to Brigadier-General Sherman's having being relieved from 
command in Sednlia, in November last, are just refoivod. General Sherman 
was not put in couimand at Sedalia; he was autliorized to assume it, and 
did ao ibr adaj or two. He did not know my plans, and hia movement of 
troopa did not aooord with them. I therefore directed bim to lea^e them 
as they were, and report hare the xeaolt el hia inigmUon, for whloh pnrpoee 
be had been ordered there. 

No telegram or dispatch of any kind was sent by me, or by anyone with 
my knowledge or authority, in relation to it. After his return here, I gave 
him a leave of absence of twenty days, for the benefit of bis health. As I 
waa then p r e s s i ng General Uoddlan tor more offloera, I deemed it neeeasary 
to explain why I did so. I osed theae worda: " I am satisfied that General 
8herman*a physical and mental ayatem ia ao completely broken by labor and 
care as to render him, for the present, unfit for duty ; perhaj)? a few weeks' 
rest may restore him." This was the ouly comrnunic utiou I made on ths 
subject. On no occasion have I ever expressed an opinion that his mind was 
afllMted otherwiae than by orer^ertion; to havoaaM ao would ha?e d(mo 
him the greatest ii^iiatioe. 

A ftor Gkneral Sherman returned fW>m his short leave, t found tiiat lua 
health was nearly restored, and I placed hira temporarily in command of 
the camp of instruction, numbering over fifioen thousand men. I then 
wrote to General McClellan that he would soon be able to again take the 
feld. I gave General Sherman a copy of my letter. Thia ia the total of my 
eorreqK>ndenoe on the anbJeoL Aa eiddence that I hare every ooniidenee is 
General Sherman, I haTo placed him in command of Weafeem Kentneky— • 
•emmand only aeeoad in Importance in (hia department. Aa aeon aa dl- 
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▼iflions and colnmn? cm be organized, I propose to send him into the field 
where he can render most ellu icnt service. I have seen newspaper squibi 
charging him with being crozj," etc. This is the grossest injustice ; I do 
Botg however, oonrider tnoli uHlBmSa wfoHhj of notice. The beet amwer ii 
General Sherman** present position, and the Taloable aer^oea he la Mi> 
daring to the country. I have the fiilleet confidence in him. 
YetyreapeetAiIlj, joat obedient servant, 

H. W. Haixsox, Mi^Omund, 

On retoming to St. LouiSi on the eiqplntion of my leave of 
dwenoe^ I found that Oenenl fMlfwIr was beginning to more 
hiB troopa : one part, under General TJ. S. Grant, up the Tennea- 
see Biver; and ano^er part, under General S. B. CortiiB^ in the 
direction of Springfield, MisBonri. General Grant was then at 
Paducah, and G^eral Cnrtia was under orders for BoUa. I 
was ordered to take Onrtis^s place in command of the camp of 
instmction, at Benton Barracks, on the ground back of North 
St. Lonia^ now nsed as the Fair Gionnds, bj the following 
order: 

IPpMld Cite V«. 81]. 

HeAsevARTSRs DsPABTinarr or tbs MuBOUBtf ) 
&T. LouM, D«canh0r 28, 1861. } 

[extbact.] 

Brigadier-General W. T. Sherman, United States Volnnteers, is hereby 
aaiigned to the conmiand of the camp of instmction and post of Bentoa 
Barracks. He will have every armed re^ment and company in his command 
ready for service at a moment's warning, and will not ify all concerned that, 
when marcliinp orders are received, it is expected that they will bo instantly 
obeyed ; no excuses for delay will bo admitted, (jeiicral Slierman will im- 
mediately report to tbeso lieudquarters what regiments and companies, at 
Benton Barracks, are ready for the field. 

By order of Mi^or-Oeneral Ilalledc, 

J. 0. EiLTni, AmkkaU ^i^vfoiiMTMsrdL 

I iniiiicdiiitely assiiined command, and found, in tlie hiiild- 
ir.g const ructed lor the commanding ofiicer, Brig.idier-(jcneral 
Strong, and the family of a captain of Iowa cavalry, with whom 
we boarded. Major Curtis, son of (leneral Curtis, was tho 
adjutant-general, but was Foon relieved by Captain J. FT. 
Ilammond, who was a])poiuted assistant adjutant-general, and 
assigDud to duty with me. 
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Brigadier-General ITurlbiit was also there, and about a dozen 
rej^iments of infantry and cavalry. I at once gave all matters 
pertaining to the post my personal attention, got the regiments 
in as good order as possible, kept up communication with Gen- 
eral Ilnlleck'a headquarters by telegraph, and, when orders 
came for the movement of any regiment or detachment, it 
moved instantly. The winter was very wet, and the ground 
badly drained. The quarters had been erected by General Fre- 
mont, under contract; they were mere shells, but well arranged 
for a camp, embracing the Fair Grounds, and some forty acres 
of flat ground west of it. I instituted drills, and was specially 
ordered by General Ilalleck to watch Generals Hiirlbut and 
Strong, and report as to their fitness for their commissions as 
brigadier-generals. 1 had known Ilurllnit as a young lawyer, 
in Charleston, South Carolina, before the Mexican War, at 
which time he took a special interest in military matters, and I 
found him far above the average in the knowledge of regi- 
mental and brigade drill, and so reported. General Strong had 
been a raerchant, and ho told me that he never professed to be 
a soldier, but Imd been urged on the Secretary of War for the 
commission of a brigadier-general, with the expectation of be 
coming quartermaster or commissary-general. He was a good, 
kind-hearted gentleman, boiling over with patriotism and zeal. 
I advised him what to read and study, was considerably anmsed 
at his receiving instruction from a young lieutenant who knew 
the company and battalion drill, and could hear him practise in 
his room the words of command, and tone of voice, " Break 
from the right, to march to the left 1 " " Battalion, halt 1" " For 
ward into line I" etc. Of course I made a fiivorablc report in 
his case. Among the infantry and cavalry coluneKs were some 
who afterward rose to distinction — ^David Stuart, Gordon 
Granger, Bussey, etc., etc. 

Though it was mid-winter. General Halleck was pushing his 
preparations most vigorously, and surely ho brought order out 
of chaos in St. Loiiis with commendable energy. I remember, 
one night, sitting in his room, on the second floor of the Planters? 
Houfio, with him and General Cullum, his chief of stafiE, talking 
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of tliinga generally, and the etihject then was of the much-talked 
of " advance," as soon aa the season would permit. Most people 
urged the movement down the Mississippi River ; but Generala 
Polk and Pillow had a large rebel force, with heav-y guns in a 
very strong position, at Colmnbiis, Kentucky, about eighteen 
miles below Cairo. Commodore Foote had his gunboat fleet at 
Cairo; and (iencTal U. S. Grant, who commanded the district, 
was collecting a largo force at Paducah, Cairo, and Bird*8 
Point. General Ilalleck had a map on his table, with a large 
pencil in his hand, and asked, Where is the rebel linef 
Cullom drew the pencil through Bowling Green, Forts Donet 
flon and ^snry, and Columbus, Kentucky. That is their 
line," said Halleck. " Now, where is the proper place to break 
itt" And eiih&t Onllum or I said, **^a$uraUy the centre." 
Halleck draw a line perpendienlsr to the other, near ita middle^ 
and it coindded nearly with the general ecnvBe ef Ihe Ten* 
nesaee River ; and he said, ^ That's the tme line of operationB.'' 
Thia eoeorred more then a month before General Gnnt began 
the movement, and, aa he waa aubject to General HaUeck'a 
orders, I have always given HaUeck the foil credit for that 
movement, whidi waa ddUfal, Boooessfal, and extremely ridi 
in militaiy reanlta; indeed, it waa the firrt real anooeaa on 
car dde in the dvil war. The movement np the Tennessee 
began about the lat of Fdvmaiy, and Fort Henry was captured 
by tlie joint action of the navy under Oommodore f oote^ and 
the land-f onsea under General Ghrant, on t^ 6th of Febmaiy, 
1863. Aboot the same time, General 8. R Oortia had moved 
forward from Bella, and, on the 8th of Hardi, defeated the 
rehda under McGullodi, Tan Dom, and Price^ at Pea Bidge. 

Ab soon as Fort Henry fdl, General Grant mardied straight 
across to Fort Dondson, on the Oomberiand Biver, invested the 
place, and, aa soon aa tiie gonboats had come round ftom the 
Tennessee^ and had bombarded the water-front, he assaulted ; 
whereupon Budmer surrendered the gairison of twdve thousand 
men; PJUow and ex-Secretary of War Generd Floyd having 
penwoally escaped across the river at ni^ty oooaaiooing a good 
ded of fun and eritidsm at thaar expense^ 
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Before tlie fall of Donelson, but after that of llenry, I r»> 
oeived, at Benton Barracka, tlie f ollowiug orders : 

fljua>o0ASTiM DxrAjnvurr or tus Mimovbi, k 
8r. Loom, /Urwy II, ISM. f 

JH^^vNUfr^^TffMfwl Sbuhav, Btntan Barraeh: 

Ton will Immediatdy nptir to Padaoah, Eentnokj, tnd aanmM eom- 
nund of that post. Brigadi«r-G«iMnl Hnribiit will accompany 70a. Th« 
(XMumaad otSvkUm Bamoki will be tcrne<I over to Qeneral Strong. 

H. W. Haumb, M«ff9r-Gmt0na. 

I started for Paducah the same day, and think tliat General 
Culhira went with mo to Cairo; General Halleck's purpose bo* 
ing to push forward the operations up the Tcnnej^see River with 
unusual vigor. On reaching radncab, X found this dispatch : 

HiADovABffiM DmrAxnaun or jum MitMini; I 
Bt. Lovn, Mrvory IS, 18M. f 

Brigadier' O§n0ral SHBBiiAir, Paducah^ KenUtcJey : 

Send General Grant every thing you can spare from Paducah and Smith 
land; alio Gtneral Hnrttnit 

BowBng GmB haa baao avaeoatod antlralj. 

The next daj broti^t na news of the surrender of Budmer, 
•nd probably at no time duriug the^ war did we all feel so heavy 
a weight raised from our breasts, or so thankful for a most 
fmitf nl series of yictories. Thej at onoe gave G^erals Halleck, 
Grant, and C. F. Smith, great fame. Of course, tlie rebels let 
go their whole llne^ and fell back on Nashville and Island No. 
Ten, and to the Memphis A Gharleston Railroad. Ever} body 
was anxions to help. Boats passed up and down constantly, 
and very soon arrived the rebel prisoners from Donelson. I 
saw General Bnckner on the boat, he seemed self-sufficient, and 
thoim^t thdr loss was not really so serious to their cause aa 

W€ did. 

About this time another force of twenty or twenty-five thou- 
sand men was collected on the west bank of the Misstssippt, 
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above Cairo, under the command of M;ijor-Gencral John Pope, 
designed to become tlie " Army of the Mississippi," and to oper- 
ate, in conjunction with the navy, down the river against the 
enemy's left flank, which had held the strong post of Colum- 
bus, Kentucky, but which, on tlie fall of Fort Doaelfioo, had 
fallen back to JSiew Madrid and laland J^o. 10. 
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BATTLB OF BUILOH. 
IIABOH AND APBIL, 1861. 

By tlie end of Fcbrnary, 18G2, Ma jor General Hallcck com- 
mamled all tho armies in the valley of the MissiRsippi, from his 
headquarters in St. Lonis. These were, the Army of the Ohi(^ 
Major-General IJiiell, in Kentucky; tlie Army of tlic Tenne>5ce, 
^fa jnr-General Grant, at Furls Henry and DonclsoTi ; tlie Army 
of tlic Mississippi, INrnjor fM iieral Pope; and that of General 
R. M. Gurti-, in Soutllv\e^t Missouri. lie posted liis eliief of 
stair, (ieneral Cidluni, at Cairo, and nu' at l*adueidi, cliietiy to 
expedite antl facilitate tho im])ortant operations then in prog- 
ress up tlie Tennessee and Cund)erl;ind Uivers. 

Fort Done] (in had surrendered to General Grant on the 
I^th of Fel)ruary, and there must have been a ^ood deal of 
confusion residting from the necessary care of tlie wounded, 
and (lI^•position of j^risMiicrs, eoninion to all such occasions, and 
there was a real ditliculty iu commuuicatiug between tSt. Louis 
and Fort DonclMin. 

(icnernl Fucll had also followed up the rehcl army, which 
had rctreatc*! Iiastily from l>owh'n<^ Green to aiul through Nash- 
ville, a city of so much inijiortance to the South, that it was at 
one time proposed as its caj)ital. In^th Generals Grant and ihiell 
looked to its capture as an event of great importance. On the 
21st General Grant sent (Jeneral Smith with his division to 
Clarksville, lifty miles aliove Donelson, toward Njishville, and 
on the 2Tth went himself to Nashville to meet and confer with 
General I>uell, but retuined to Donelsou the next day. 
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Aleantimo, General Ilalleck at St. Louis must have felt thai 
his armies were getting away from him, and began to send dis- 
patches to me at Paducah, to be forwarded by boat, or by a 
rickety telegraph-line up to Fort Henry, which lay entirely in a 
hostile country, and was consequently always out of repair. 
On the 1st of March I received the following dispatch, and for- 
warded it to General Grant, both by the telegraph and boat: 



•t. Looi, ifcni 1, UMl 

To GenmU Grant, Fort Mmrft 

Transports will bo sent jou M lOon m possible, to move jonr oolamn up 
the TeuncHsee Kirer. The main object of this expedition will be to de- 
•truj>- the railroad-bridge over Bear Creek, near Eastport, MiBsissippi ; and 
also the railroad conneotioDB at Oorinth, JaokBon, and Humboldt. It it 
thought best that thafo otjeoto ba attamptod in tha order mined. Strong 
detachmenti of oaTaky and light artiUarj, tnpporttd hj Infintiy, maj bf 
rapid moTomants reach theee pointa from the lirer, wiUunit any eerions 
opposition. 

Avoid any gciural engagements with strong forces. It will bo better 
to retreat than to risl< u general battle. This should be slrongl/ impressed 
00 the offioera eeat with axpedMona from tha ri?Mr. Geoaral OL F. Smith 
or eome vwj discreet offleer ehonld be selected for sudi *«Him^iMia, Qg^. 
ing accomplisbed these objects^ or such of tham aa maj be practleablei job 
will retarn to Danville, and move on Paris. 

Perhaps the troops sent to Jackson and Humboldt can reach Paris \>j 
land as easilj as to return to the transports. This must depend on the 
eharaoter of tha roada aad tha position of flia eiiMiij. AH telegraphio 
Hneo which can be reached mast be cat. Tha gonboata wlU aoeompaiij tha 
transports for their protection. Any loyal Tanneoseaaaa who desire it, 
may be enlisted and supplied with arms. Oompetent officers should be 
left to conininnd Korts Henry and Donelson in yODT alMonoa. I hare in- 
dicated in general terms the olyeot of this. 

H. W. HiLixKox, Me^Oe»0nl 

Again on the 2d: 

Oaws JIM1,18<& 

General Halleok, Febroary 26th, talagraphs me : " General Grant wiU 
send no more forces to Clarksrille. General Smith's division will come to 
Fort Henry, or a point higher np on the Tennessee River; transports will 
also be collected at Paducah. Two gunboats in Tennessee Kiver with 
Grant. General Grant will immediately have small garrisons detailed for 
Forts Henry and DonalsoD, and all other forcat mada ready Ibr tha field ** 
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From your letter of the 28th^ I learn you were at Fort DonelsoD, and 
General Smith at Na^hvilie, from which I infer you could not have received 
orden. HaUeok*s telegram of last night says : Who aeat Smith's diviiloii 
to NaahviUet I ordered it aorooa to tho Tonnenoe, where they are wanted 

immediately. Order them back. Send all apare traaaporta up Tennessee to 
General Grant." Evidently the general Bopposes you to be on tho Teunes- 
see. I am sending all the transports I can find for you, reporting to (Jen- 
eral Sherman for orders to go up the Oumberland for you, or, if you march 
aorooa to Fort HoBrj, titan to aaad them np tho T a a aoi ae a. 

On the ith oame this diapttch: 

Bib Ijonii JAmA 4| INL 

7b Major-Otneral U. S. Gbakt: 

Tou will place Major-General 0. F. Smith in command of expedition, 
and remain yourself at Fort Henry. TV hy do yon not obi^ my ordera to 
report strength and positions of your command f 

H. W. Uaxlkck, MaJoT'O^MraL 

Halleck was evidentlj working hiuiidf into apaadon, bnt he 
wu too far from, tlie aeal of war to make dne allowance for the 
actual state of ftefei. Qenend Grant had done bo mndi, that 
General Halleck should hare been patient Meantime, at Pada- 
cah, I was bnsj sending boats in e^eiy direction— some nnder 
die orders of General Halleck, others of General Onllnm; 
others for G^eral Ghvnt, and still others for General Bnell at 
Kashville ; and at the same time I was oiganizing ont of the 
new troops diat were arriving at Padncah a division for mjself 
when allowed to take the field, which I had been promised hj 
General HaPeck. His purpose was evidently to operate np the 
Tennessee River, to break np Bear Greek Bridge and the rail* 
road eommnnieations between the Mississippi and Tennessee 
Rivers, and no donbt he was provoked that Generals Grant and 
Smith had turned aside to Nashville. In the mean time several 
of tho gonboats, under Gaptain Phelps, United States Navy, had 
gone np the Tennessee as far as Florence, and on their return 
had reported a strong Union feeling among the people along 
the river. On tlie 10th of March, having reedved the necessary 
wders from General Halleck, I embarked my division at Padn- . 
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cah. It was composod of four brigades. The First, connnaiidod 
l)y Colonel S. G. Hicks, was composed of th.; Fortieth lUi- 
iiois. Forty-sixth Ohio, and Morton's Indiana Battcn v, on the 
boats Sallie List, Golden Gate, J. B. Adams, and Lancaster. 

The Sect)nd l>ri;4ade, GoIoihI D.Stuart, was composed of 
the Fifty-lifth Illinois, Sevcnity-first Ohio, and Fift^'-fourth 
Ohio; eml)arked on tlie Ilaumbal, Uiiivtirse, Hazel Dell, 
Chee.seman, and Prairie Kose. 

The Third Brigad<», Colontd Hildebrand, was composed of 
the Seventy-seventh Ohio, Fifty-seventh Ohio, and Fifty- 
third Ohio ; embarked on the Poland, Auglo-Saxou, Ohio 
No. Three, and Continental. 

The Fourth Brigade, Colonel Buckland, was eom])oscd of 
the Seventy-second Oliio, F()rty-ei;^htli Ohio, and Seventieth 
Ohio ; embarked ou the Empross, Baltic, Sheuaugo, and Ma- 
reurjo. 

AVo steamed uj) to Fort Henry, the river being high and 
in splendid ord(>r. There 1 leported in person to General 
C. F. Smith, and by him Avas ordered a few miles above, to 
the remains of the burned railroad bridge, to await the ren- 
dezvous of the rest of his army. I had my headquarters ou 
the Coutinental. 

Among my colonels I had a strange character — Thomas 
Worihingtou, oolonel of the Forty-sixth Ohio. He was a grad- 
uate of West Point, of the class of 1827; was, thexelore, older 
than General Halleck, General Grant* or myseli^ and daimed 
to know more of warthan all of ns put together. In ascending 
the riyer he did not keep his place in the column, but pushed 
on and reached Savannah a day before the rest of my division. 
When I reached that place, I found that Worthington had 
landed his regiment, and was flying about giving orders, as 
though he were commander-in-chief. I made him get back 
to his boat* and gave him to understand that he must there- 
after keep his place. General C. F. Smith arrived about the 
13Ul of March, with a large fleet of boats, containing Hurl- 
bnt*s division. Lew. Wallace's division, and that of himself, 
then commanded by Brigadier-Gtoneral W. H. L. Wallace. 
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General Sniitli sent for ine to meet him on his boat, and 
ordered me to i)ush on under escort of the two gimboats, 
Lexington and Tyler, coninianded by Cuptaius Gwin and 
Sliirk, United States Navy. I was to land at some point bo-, 
low Eastport, and make a break of the Memphis iSc Charlea- 
ton Kaib'oad, between Tuscunibia and Corinth. General 
Smith was quite unwell, and was sullering from his leg, which 
was swollen and very sore, from a mere abrasion in stepping 
into a small-boat. This actually mortilied, and resulted in iiis 
death about a month after, viz., April 25, 1S(>2. lie was ad- 
jutant of the Military Academy during tiie early part of my 
career there, and afterward commandant of cadets, lie was a 
very handsome and soldierly man, of great experience, and at 
Donelson bad acted with so much personal bravery that to 
him many attributed the success of the assault. I imme- 
diately steamed up the Tennessee liiver, following the two 
gunboats, and, in passing Pittsburg Landing, was told by Cap- 
tain Gwin that, on his former trip up the river, he had found 
a rebel regiment of cavalry posted there, and that it was the 
usual landing-place for the people about Corinth, distant thirty 
miles. 1 sent word back to General Smith that, if we were 
detained up the river, he ought to post some troops at I'itts- 
burg Landing, We went on up the river cautiously, till we 
saw Eastport and Chickasaw, both of which were occupied by 
rebel batteries and a small rebel force of infantry. 

We then dropped back quietly to the mouth of Yellow River, 
a few miles below, whence led a road to Bumsville, a place on 
the Memphis & Charleston road, where were the company's 
repair-shops. We at once eoimnenccd disembarking the com- 
mand: first the cavalry, which started at once for Burns villo, 
with orders to tear up the railroad-track, and burn the depots, 
iliops, etc ; and I followed with the infantry and artillery as fast 
MS they were disembarked. It was raining very hard at ilie time. 
Daylight found us about six miles out, where we mot the cavalrj 
retttrnliig. They had made numerous attempts to cross the 
8trenmB» which had beoomo eo swollen that mere brooks oomed 
Uie whole bottom; and my aide-de^mp, Sanger, whom I had 
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dIsjMtched with the cavalry, reported the loss, bj drowning, of 
several of the men. The rain was pouring in torrents, and re- 
ports from the rear came tliat tlie river was rising very fast, and 
that, unless we got back to our boats soon, the bottom would be 
simply iinpassable. Tliere was no alternative but to regain our 
boats; aiul even lliis was so dilHcult, that we liad to unliarnesa 
the artillerv-liorsL'S, an<l drag the guns under water through the 
bayous, to reach the bank of the river. Once more embaikcd, I 
concluded to drop down to Pittsburg Landing, and to make the 
attempt from there. During the night of the 14th, we dropped 
down to Pittsburg Landing, where I found Ilurlbut's division 
in boats. Leaving my connnand there, I stcameil down to Sa- 
vannah, and reported to General Smith in person, who saw 
in the flooded Tennessee the full truth of my rc]K>rt ; and he 
then instructed -me to disem])ark my own division, and that of 
General llurlbut, at Pittsburg Landing; to take i)osition3 well 
back, and to leave room for his wliole army ; telling me that lie 
would soon come up in person, and move out in force to make 
the lodgment on the railroad, contemplated by General Hal- 
leck's orders. 

Lieutenant-Colonel McPherson, of G^eneral C. F. Smith's, or 
rather General Hallcck's, staff, returned with me, and on tho 
16th of March we disembarked and marched out about ten 
miles toward Corintli, to a place called Monterey or Pea Hidge, 
where the rebels bad a cavalry regiment, which of course de- 
camped on our approadi, bnt from the people we learned that 
traina wm bringing large maaaes of mtfa horn everj direction 
into Gormth. McFherBon and I reconnoitred tlie grbmid wel1« 
and then returned to oar boata. On the 18th, Hnrlbnt disem- 
barked his division and took post abont a mile and a half ont^ 
near where the roads brandied, one leading to Goiinth and the 
other toward Hamburg. On the 19th I disembarked my 
division, and took post about three miles back, three of the 
brigades covering the roads to Purdjand Corinth, and the other 
brigade (Stuart's) temporarily at a place on the Ilamburg lioad, 
near Lidc Creek Ford, where the Bark Road came into tht 
Hamburg Road. WitlUn a few days, PrentisB^s diviaion arrived 
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and c^iinpcd on my left, and afterward McClernand's and W. H. 
L. Walliico's divisions, wliicli formed a line to our rear. Lew 
Wallace's division remained on the north side of Snake Creek, 
on a road leading from Savannah or Crump's LmJing to Piirdy. 

General C. F. Smith remained back at Savannah, in chief 
command, and 1 was only responsible for my own division. I 
kept pickets well out on the roads, and made myself familiar 
with all the ground inside and outside my lines. My personal 
staff was composed of Captain J. II. Hammond, assistant ad- 
jutimt-general ; Surgeons Tlartshoni and L'llommcdicu ; Lieu- 
tenant Colonels Ilascall and Sanger, inspector-generals ; Lieu- 
tenants McCoy and John Taylor, aides-de-camp. We were all 
conscious that the enemy was collecting at Corinth, but in what 
force we could not know, nor did we know what was going on 
behind us. On the 17th of March, General U. S. Grant was 
restored to the command of all the troops up the Tennessee 
Kiver, by reason of General Smith's extreme illness, and be- 
cause he had explained to General Halleck satisfactorily his 
conduct after Donelson ; and he too made his headquarters at 
Savannah, but frequently vidted our campe. I always acted on 
the suppoaition that we wm m tnivdliig annj; that our 
purpoee was to more forward in foroe^ mdn a lodgment on 
tlie Memphia & Charleston road, and thus repeat the grand 
taetioi of Fc^ Donelson, by separating the rebels in the interior 
from those at Memphis and on the Mississippi Riyer. We did 
not fortify onr camps against an attack, because we had no 
(nders to do so» and because such a course would have made our 
raw men tunid. The position was naturally strong, with Snake 
Creek on our right, a deep, bold stream, with a confluent (Owl 
Creek) to our ri^t front ; and Uck Creek, with a similar con- 
fluent, on our left, thus narrowing the space over which we 
eoold be attacked to about a mile and a half or two miles. 

At a later period of tho war, we oould have rendered this 
position impregnable in one night, but at this time we did not do 
t, and it may be it Is well we did not. From about the 1st of 
April we were conscious that the rebel eavsliy in onr front 
was gettmg bolder and mora saucj; and on Friday, the 4th of 
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April, it daahed down and carried off one of onr pickeignaid% 
eompoBod of an oflicer and seven men, posted a oonple of miles 
oat on the Corinth road. Colonel Bnddand sent a oompanj 
to its relief then followed himself with a regiment, and, feai^ 
mg lest he might he worsted, I called ont Us whole brigade 
and followed some fonr or five mile% when the cavalry in 
advance enoonnterod artillery. I then, after dark, drew back to 
oar lineS) and reported the fact by letter to General Grant, at 
Savannah ; bnt thus far we had not positively detected the pres- 
ence of infantiy, for cavaliy regiments generally had a oonple 
of gone along, and I supposed the gnns that opened on ns on 
the evening of IViday, April 4th, belonged to the cavaliy that 
waa hovering along our whole front. 

Saturday passed in onr camps without any nnnsnal event, 
the weather being wet and mild, and the roads back to the 
steamboat-landing being heavy with mud ; but on Sunday 
morning, tlie Tttli, early, there was a good deal of picket-firings 
and I got breakfast, rode out along my lines, and, about four 
Inmdred yards to tho front of Appier's regiment, received 
from some bushes in a ravine to the loft front a volloy which 
killed my orderly, HoUiday. About the same time I saw the 
rebel lines of battle in front coming down on us as far as 
the eye could reach. All my troops were in line of battle, 
ready, and the ground was favorable to us. I gave the necessary 
orders to the l>attery (Waterhouse's) attached to Ilildebrand's 
brigade, and cautioned the men to reserve their lire tiU the 
rebels had crossed the ravine of Owl Creek, and had begun the 
ascent ; also, sent staff-officers to notify Generals McClernand 
and rrciitiss of the coming blow. Indeed, McClernand had al- 
ready sent three regiments to the support of my left flank, and 
they were in position when the onset came. 

In a few minutes tlie battle of " Shiloh " began with extreme 
fury, and lasted two days. Its history has been well given, and 
it has been made the subject of a great de^l of controversy. 
Hildebrand's bnt^ade was soon knocked to pieces, but Buekland's 
and McDowell's kept their organization throughout. Stuart's 
was driven back to the river, and did not join me in person till 



« 



i^iyiu^ca L/y Google 



IMS.J 



BATTLE OF SHUiOa 



the second daj of the battle. I think my sereral reports of that 
battle^ are condensed and good, made on the spot, when all the 
names and facts were fresh in my memory, and are herewith 
given entire: 

HxADgcTAjmiRa FiRirr Dmaioif, > 
PlTTCBCBa Laxdino, March 17, 1882. J 

Oaptain Wm. MoMiobakl, A$n4tant Ad^tant-O^Mral to General 0. F. 
Smitb, StttanTtah^ Tan ntnm , 

8«: Last night I dispatohed a part/ id wvairj, at 6 p. m., ander the 
eommand of Lieat«iuuit-Oo1oiial Heath, Fifth Ohio Cavalr j, for a atrong 
reoonoolssanoe, if poeuble, to bo ooorerted into an attack npon the Mem- 
phis road. The command got <^ punctuallj, followed at twelve o^clock at 
night hj the First Brigade of mj division, oommaaded hj Oolooel MoDotr- 
ell, the other brigades to follow in order. 

About one at night the cavalry retamed, reporting the road occupied in 
foroo bj tho omiDj, with whose advanoo^wd thej sUnnished, driving 
them baek about a mila, taking two prisoners, and having their chief guide, 
Thomas Maxwell, Esq., and three men of the Fourth Illinois wounded. 

Inclosed please find tlio report of Lieiitenant-Colonol Heath ; also a 
copy of his instructions, and tbo order of march. As soon as the cavalry 
returned, I saw that an attempt on the road was frustrated, and accordingly 
have placed McDowell** brigade to oar right front, guarding the pau 4^ 
Snakt Oreek ; 8fittsrt*s brigado to the loft front, to watch the pass of Uok 
Creek; and I shall this morning movo directly out on the Oorinth road, 
about eight miles to or toward Fea Kidge^ which is a kej-point to tb* 
southwest. 

General iiurlbut s division will be lauded to-day, aud the artillery and 
InCuitry dispoaed so as to dednid Pittabnrg; leaving my diviilon ODtiro for 
aoj movemeot bj land or water. 

As near as I can learn, there are five regiments of rebel infantry at 
Piirdy; at Corinth, and distributed alnn^' tho rjiilrnnd to I'i«^a, nro yirohaMy 
thirty thousand men ; but my information from prLsimi rs in very indis- 
tinct. Every road and path is occupied by the enemy's cavalry, whose or> 
dera seem to bo, to fire a volley, retire, ag^ fire and retirt. ^e foroe on 
tbo Pnrdy road attacked and driven by Ua^or Bowman yesterdajr was 
abont sizfy strong. That eaoonntered last night on the Corintli road was 
al>out Ave companies of Tennessee oavalry, sent from Purdj about 2 p. k. 
yesterday. 

I hear there is a force of two regiments on Pea liidge, at the point 
wbara the Pordy and Cforintb roads come together. 

I am •atisflod wo oannot reaoh the Memphii ft Oharlcaton road 
without a considerable engagement, which is prohibited by Geooral Hal* 
kaValBatnolion^sotliall wiU bogovomod bj jo«r orders of jeatotdaj, 
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to occopy nttaborg strongly, exLcud tho pickets so as to inolade a temi- 
eirdeof three mUei^ ud podi • strong reeonndiiaDoe ulkroottiliek 
Qreek uA Pet Ridge. 

I will send down a good many bo«te to-day, to be employed as yon 

may direct; and would be obliged if you WQuld send a conple of thousand 
sacks of corn, as much hay as joa can possibly spare, aad, if possible^ a barge 
of coaL 

I wiU Mnd A staiiiibotl imder mm of the gimboAt, to oqOmiI oom from 
cribeoB the liver-bonk 

I hftvo tho honor to bo jmir obtdUnt MrvnSi 

W. T. Bhiriliii, 
£HgaiUr'Om«nU commanding FirH XHmtUm, 

PrmBiTRO, March IB, 1962. } 
Captain Rawlixs, Attiitant Adjutant- General to General Graxt. 

Biu : The division surgeon having placed some one hundred or more sick 
on board the Fanny Bullitt, I have permitted her to take them to Savan- 
Boh. There ii neither hooio nor botidiiig of iojUnd that 0011 bo iised for 
a hoqiital here. 

I hope to receive an order to establish floating hospitals, but in the mean 
time, by the advice of the surgeon, allow these siok men to loaTO. Let nio 
hope that it will meet your approbation. 

The order for debarkation came while General Sherman was absent with 
ihreo brigades, and no men are loft to moTo tho ofi^ of these brigades. 

Tho landings too, is small, with soaroelranjdhanoo to Inorease It; flisro> 
fore there Is a great accumulation of boats. Oolond MoArthnr has arrirod, 
and is now cntting a landing for himself. 

General Sherman will r-. ttirn this evening. I am obliged to tranigrss^ 
and write myself in the mean time, 

Respeotfttlly your obedient ssrvant^ 

J. H. HAMnmn, Amitlmt AJffutMt-Omisna, 

P. ft— 4 r. M. — Just back; have been half-way to Corinth and to Purdy. 
Ail right Havejnat read this letter, and approve all but floating hospitals; 
regimental wngtOM oan take oare <^ all siok, except ohronio oaaeo, whioh oan 
alwaja be aent down to Padncah. 

Magnificent plain for camping and drilling, and a military pomt of great 
strength. The enemy has felt us twice, at great 1o<;9 and demoraUcatioa; 
will report at length this evening; am now moob worn out 

W. X. Sbzbmaji, BrigadiH'-OmmrmL 
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HaAB«oA»RM Foot DiroMiL I 
PiiiMUi * IiAvinm, JArdI II, liM. f 

Ctptain Rawuks, Auistant Adjutant- General to Oeneral Gsajtt, Savannah^ 

Sm: I ha?* Jwi retnriMd from tn trtaub* MoonnolaMiioe toward 

Oorinth and Purdy, and am strongly impressed with the importance of this 
position, both for its land advanta^rfs and its strategic position. The 
prnnnd itself adrnit? of easy dofenso by a «in!ill Cdintnand, and yet affords 
aduiirablu coiuping-ground for a hundred thousand men. I will as soon at 
poadUe make or oania to W nada a topograpbioal ikatdi of tha poritkm. 
Tha only drawbadc !■ that, at ibis staga of watar, tba qitoa for Umding li 
contracted too much for the immense fieetnow here disobarging. 

I will pnah the loading and unloading of boiite, but su^'geet that yon send 
at once (Captain Dudd, if possible) the best qaartemiaater you can, that he 
may control and organize this whole matter. I have a good commissary 
and will keep as few provisions afloat as possible. Toora, etc, 

W. T. BaaaauM, BHgailtr^Omtrml tmmmdtn0. 



HBADquAKTEM SuBitAa's Dmsioii, i 
Cakt Sulos, mux PrrrsBUM LxiiDiMo, TtioncMtx, April i, 166ii ) 

Captain J. A. RawuhS} Anutant Adjutant- General to General Gbaitt. 

Sir : In obedience to General Grunt's instructions of March 81st, with 
one section of Captain Mnench's Minnesota Battery, two twelve-poun<? 
how^itzers, a detacbmeut of Fiftlt Ohio Cavalry of one hundred and fifty men, 
uidar }h^0T Ricker, and two battolioas of infantry from tba fU^j-Mvanth 
and SaTaoty-aoTantb Obio, vndar tba oommand of OoUmeli HQdabrand and 
Mungen, I marched to tba river, and embarkad on tha fteamert Empress 
and Tecumseh. Tba gonboat Cairo did not arrive at Pittsburg, until after 
midnight, and at 6 a. m. Cu[ita!n Bryaut, commanding the gunboat, noti- 
fied me tbat he was ready to proceed up the river. I followed, keeping 
the transports within about tbree bandred yards of the gunboat. About 
1 P. M., tha Oidro oommenead aballing tba battary abora tba month of In> 
dlan Oraak, bnt dicitad no replj. 8ba proeaadad np tba rirar steadily and 
aantionaly, followed data by tiia Tyler and Lexington, all throwing shells 
at the p<»int8 where, on former visits of tbe ^'unboals, enemy's battories 
were found. In this order all followed, till it was demonstrated that all the 
enemy's batteries, including that at Chicka:>avv, were abandoned. 

I ordarod tha battalion of infantry nnder Colond HQdebrand to disem- 
bark at Eastpoit, and with tba othar battalion prooeaded to Chickasaw and 
Uuidad. The battery at this point had evidently baan abandoned some 
time, and consisted of the remains of an old Indian mound, partly washed 
away \,y the river, which had been fasliiom^d into a two-pun battery, with 
a smoii magasine. Tbe ground to its rear bad evidently been overdo wed 
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during the Ut« freihel^ tad M to tilt ronoral of the gant to Eftntport^ 
wher* the btlteriM w«« on liigh, tikmUd grooiid, mmmIU* •! all mmuu 
flrom the ooontrj to the rear. 

Upon pereonal intpeetioii, I attach little importance to CRdokasaw aa a 

militarr position. The people, who had lied during the approach of the 
gunboats, returned to the village, and said the place had been occupied by 
one Tennosaee regiment and a batter/ of artillerj from Pensacula. After 
remaining at Ohtokaaaw iome hoon, all the boata dropped baok to Eaat- 
portf not more than a mile below, and landed there. Saetport Landing 
daring the late ftreshet tunst have been about twelre ftet under water, bnt 
at the preeent atage the landing is the beat I have aeen on the Tenneasee 
River. 

The levee ia clear of trees or snaga, and a hundred boata ooold land 
there without oonftiaioB. 

The eoU ia of aand' and gravel, and very firm. The road baok ia hard, 

and at a distance of aboat four hundred jardt from the water be^^ the 
gravel hills of the country. The infantry scouta s<>nt out by Colonel HUd» 
brand found the enemy's cavalry mounted, and watching the luca road, 
about two miles back of Eastport. The distance to luca is only eight miles, 
and laca is the nearest point and has the beat road by which the Charlee- 
ton dt Mwnphla Railroad oaa be readied. loonldobt^nooertaininftnna- 
tion aa to the strength of the enemj there^ but am aatiafled that it woaM 
have been fully to have attempted it with my command. Our object being 
to dislodge the enemy from the batteries recently erected no.ir Eastport, 
and tins being attained, I have returned, and report the river to be olear 
to and beyond Ohickaaaw. 

I hnvo tho hoBor to ha^ 70V obedient aervaati 

W. T. SnmiAB^ 

nui>QrASTXiu Ftmi Dinsiow. I 
Caut SniLou, April 6, iSRX ) 

Captain J. A. Rawlutb, AtHitant Adjutant'Osneralf Dutrict ^ WuUm 
Tenne$$€4. 

8iB : I have the honor to report that yeatorday, about 8 P. M., the lieu* 
tenant commanding and aeven men of the advance pieketa imprudently 
ad^ncad fkun their poeta and were captured. I ordered lii^or Bicker, of 

the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, to proceed rapidly to the picket-station, ascertain 
the truth, nnd a'"t ncodrding to circumfitrinrea. Tic reached the station, 
found the jiickfts IjrJ boen cuptnrt'd us r»'porto(l, and that a company of 
infantry sent by the brigade commander had gone forward in pursuit of 
aome cavalry. He rapidly advanced aomo two milei^ and ftund them en- 
giged, ebaigad the anaiqy, and drove them along th« Bldgt icad, till hi 
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met and rooelT«d thre« diaohargea of artillery, when he Terj properlj 
wheeled under •over, and retamed tUl he mtt me. 

Aa aooB m I heard artOIeiy, I advanced wiUi two ngfanenti of failhntrj, 
and took position, on^ ifmained antU the scattered oomptnioa of iaUatrf 

and oavalrj hud returned. This was after night. 

I infer that the enemy is in some considerable force at Pea Ridgo, that 
yesterday morning thoy crossed a brigade of two regiments of infantry, one 
regiment of cavalry, and one battery of field-artillery, to the ridge oo which 
tho Oorinth rood He«i Thej halted the iaihntry iiid artUleiy it a point 
nbont flvt mUei in mj front, aent a detachment to the kao of Gameral 
Meaka, on the north of Owi Greek, and the onvalrj down toward oar camp. 
Tliis cavalry captured a part of our advance pickets, and afterward en- 
gaged the two companies of Colonel Buckhind's regiment, as described by 
him in his report herewith inclosed. Our cavalry drove them buck upon 
their artOleiy and Inikntry, kQling manj, and bringing off ten priaonen^ all 
of tiio FIrat Alahimo Owaby, whom I Mod to 70a. 

We lost of the pickets one first-Ueutanaiit and aeToa men of the Ohio 
Seventieth Infantry (list inclosed); one m^jor, one lieatenant, and one pri- 
vate of the Seventy-second Ohio, taken prisoners; eight privates wounded 
(namea in full, embraced in report of Colonel Buckland, inclosed herewith). 

We took ten priaonera, and left two rebeb wounded and m»aj killed oB 
llMflold. 

I htm Ikt koMT bi^ 70«r obodiiuk terraat, 

W. T. Senifur, 

SmtmrnJU^K /T mi mm I ■ aii Jim m J^k4^^K 

banonAnsas Fuva Dimm, I 
0Allr8lllM^,^KIl<^lait. f 

Captain J. A. RAWinra, A$ti$tant Adjutant- Orneral to Osnaral Gbaht. 

Sib : I had the honor to report that, on Friday the 4th inst^ the enemj'a 
onviliy droro in ow ploketai poited nbont a mOo and n half in adTinoo of 
mj otntra, on the main Oorinth road, o^tniing one firat-lientenant and 

seven men ; that I caused a pursnit by tht oavalry of my division, driving 
them back about five miles, and killing many. On Saturday the enemy's 
cavalry was again very bold, coming well down to our front ; yet I did not 
believe they designed any thing but a strong demonstration. On Sunday 
morning early, the Oth inat, the ODtmjdroTO onr advanoo-gaard book on tho 
main body, when I ordered nnder arma all mj dlviaton, and aent word to 
Oeneral McOIernand, asking bim to anpport my left ; to General Prentiaa) 
giving him notice that the enemy was in our front in force, and to General 
Hurlbut, asking him to support General Prentisa. At that time— 7 a. m.— 
mj diviaion was arranged as follows: 

Firat Brigade, compoaed of the 6izUi lovAi Colonel J. A. McDoweQs 
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Fortieth UliDoi«, Colonel Hicks; Forty-siith Ohio, Colonel Wortbington 
and the Iforton batttry, Oaptaia Behr, on th« eitrMne right, guarding tha 
bridga on the Pardy road over Owl Greek. 

Second Brigade, composed of the Fiftj fifth Illinois, Colonel D. Stoart; 
the Fifty-lburth Ohio, Colonel T. Kilby Siuitli ; tiud the Seventy-first OUia^ 
Colonel Mnson, on the extrcinu left, guurdiii}^' tlm Turd over Lick Creek. 

Third Bri^jude, composed of the Sevouty-seventh Ohio, Colonel UUde- 
Irand; tha Fifty-third Ohio, Oolonal Appier; and lha Flf^y-aaTenth Ohk^ 
Oolonal Mnngen, on tha laft of the Oorintlk road» Ita right resting on BlSUAi 
maating-honee. 

Fourth Brigade, composed of tlie Seventy-second Ohio, Colonel Buckland; 
the Forty-eighth Ohio, Colonel Sullivan ; and the Seventieth Ohio, Colonel 
Cockerill, on the right of the Corinth road, ita left resting on Slaioh 
Daating-hooia. 

Two battariaaof artniarT— Taylor'a and Watarfaonaa*a— wara posted, tha 
fennar at Shiloh, and tha latter on a ridge to the left, with a front-fire over 

open ground between Mnngen's and Appier's regiments. The cavalry, 
eight companies of the Fourth Illiiioifl, nnder Colonel Dickey, were posted 
in a large open held to the left and roar of Shiloh meeting-house, which I 
regarded as the centre of my position. 

Shorfly aftar 7 a. witii my antira stall^ I roda along a portion of onr 
front, and whan In tha open fiald b^ora Applar*! regiment, tha anamy*s 
pickets opened a brisk fire npon my party, killing nj ordari^, Thomas D. 
HoUiday, of Company H, Seoond Illinois Cavalry. The fire came from the 
bushes which line a bmali ^iroani that rises in the field in front of Appier's 
camp, and Hows to the ourth along my whole front. 

' Thb Talley affordad tha anemy partial oortf ; bnt onr man wara ao posted 
as to hava a good flra at tham as thay croaiad tha raHay and aaoandad tha 
rising gronnd on onr side. 

About 8 A. M. I saw the glistening bayonets of heavy masses of infantry 
to our left front in the woods beyond the small stream alluded to, and be- 
came satisfied for the first time that the enemy designed a determined 
attack on our whda oamp. 

AD tha regiments of my division wera than In lina of battla at thdr 
proper posts. I rode to Colonel Appier, and ordered him to hold his ground 
at all hazards, as he held the left fiank of our first line of battle, and I informed 
him that ho hfi<I a pood battery on bis right, and strong 8upi)ort to his rear 
General McClernand had promptly and energetically responded to my 
request, and had ecnt me three regiments which were posted to protaot 
Watarhonaa*s battary and tha left flank of my Una. 

Tha battla opanad by tha enemy's battary, in tlia wooda to onr front, 
throwing ahells into our camp. Taylor's and Waterbouse's battenei 
ftams/Hij raspondad, and I than obserrad baavy bat t al ion a of infantry 
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patsin;^ obrn|noly to tlio left, across the open field in Appier's front; also, 
other columns nihancing directly upon my division. Our infuntry and 
artillery opened along the whole liuo, and tlio battle became general. Other 
hMwj tBMMi of tlM wMmj't forcM kopt passing acrow tho field to oar lefl^ 
and directing their oootm <m Qeneral Preotias. I saw at onoe that the 
enemy de^i^ned to pass my left fiank, and fall upon General^ McOlenuuid 
and Prentiss, whoso line of caini)9 was almost parallel with the Tennessee 
River, and abo it two railos back from it. Very soon tho sound uf artilli.'ry 
ivnd musketry announced that General Prentiss was engaged; and about 
i A.U.I Judged that ha was Ming back. Aboat thla time Appier's regi- 
ment hrolce in disorder, followed by Mangen*a regiment, and the enemy 
pressed forward on Waterhouse's battery thereby exposed. 

The three lllinoi!i regiments in imineiliato support of this battery stood 
for some time; but the enomy's advance was so vigorous, and the firo so 
severe, that when Colonel Kaith, of the Forty- third Illinoia, received a so< 
Tera wound and fell flrom Ma horaa, Ua rei^ment and the othwa mtfiiftsted 
diaorder, and the enemy got poss s as i on of three gnna of this (Waterhoose^s) 
battery. Although oor left was thas toned, and the enemy was pressing 
oar whole line, I deemed Shiloh so important, that I remained by it and 
renewed my orders to Colonels McDowell and Buckland to hold their 
groand; and we did hold these positions until about 10 a. m., when the 
enemy had got his artillery to the rear of our left flank and some change 
became absdntely necessary. Two regiments of nUdebrand'a brigade— 
Appler^a and Mnngen'e— had already disappeared to the rear, and Hildo- 
brand's own regiment was in dijjorder. 1 thoroforo pave orders (or Taylor's 
battery— still at Shiloh — to fall back as far as the Punly an<l Ilarnburi? road, 
and for McDowell and Buckland to adopt that road as their new line. I 
rode across the angle and met Behr's battery at the croes*roads, and ordered 
it immediately to come into battwy, action right Oapti^n fUbr gave the 
Cfder, bnt he was almost immediately shot from his horse, when drirers and 
gunners fled in disorder, carrying otf the caissons, and abandoning five out 
of six guns, without tirinj? a shot. The enemy pressed on, gaining this bat- 
tery, an'l «'o were again I'orcud to choose a now lino of defenso. iiildubruud's 
brigade had substantially disappeared from the iicld, though he himself 
bravely remained. McDowell^a and Bnckland's brigades maintidned their 
orgaidxations^ and were oondneted by my aides, ao aa to Join on General 
McClernand's right, thus abandoning my original camps and line. Thiswaa 
about lOJ A. M., at which time the enemy had made a furious attack on 
General McClernaud's whulo front. lie struirgle<l inn^^t determineilly, but, 
finding him pressed, 1 moved McDowoli'a brigade directly against the left 
flank of the enemy, foroad Um back some distance, and then dire<M tha 
man to avail themselrea of OTeiy oovei^-treea, fallen timber, and a wooded 
vtDij to ow ilf hL held thia poeltion for fMir long howi^ son** 
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tfanes gabriiig aid tft otiien lodng groond; Gentnl ICeOhmiad and mj^ 
■elf uting in perfect oonoart^ and itraggling to twintain this Una. WbOa 

we were so hard pressed, two lovft regiments approaobed from the rear, 
bat coold not be bronght up to the severe fire that was raging in oar front, 
and General Gnint, who visited us on thut ground, will remember our situ* 
ation about 8 p. m. ; bat about 4 p. ii. it was evident that Uurlbut's line had 
baaii driviB Wok toUia rlrar; and knowing that Ganenl Letr WaOaea waa 
eomlng with reSnforoementa from Oramp*a Landing, General MeOlemand 
and I, on consultation, selected a new line of dafinne, with its right covering 
a bridge by which General Wallace had to approach. We fell back as well 
as we could, gathering in addition to oar own auoh aoatterad Ibroea aa we 
ooald find, and formed the new line. 

Daring this ohange the enemj^s cavolrj charged us, bat were handsomelj 
npnlaad bj the Twenty-ninth niinola Regtment The Fifth Ohio Battery, 
vliiflh had oome np, rendered good aer?loe in holding the enemj in ehedk 
for some time, and Mijor Taylor also came up with anothw battery and got 
into position, just in time to get a good flank-fire upon the enerav's column, 
as he pressed on (General McOloruaud's right, checking his advance; w^ien 
General McUlernand^s division mode a fine charge on the enemy and drove 
him iMok into the rnvinea to our front and ri|^t I Iiad a elear field, abont 
two hundred yaxda wide, in my fanmediate front, and contented myaall 
with keeping the enemy's infantry at that distance daring the rest of tiio 
day. In this position we rented for the night. My comrajind had become 
decidedly of a mixed cliaracter. Buckland's brigade was the only one that 
retained its organization. Colonel ilildebrand was personally there, but 
hie brigade waa not Odonel MoDowall had been aeTerely injured by a M 
off Ilia horaa, and liad gone to the river, and the tliraa re|^entaof Ida 
gade were not in iine. The Thirteenth Missouri, Oolonel Orafta J. Wright, 
had reported to me on the field, and fought well, retaining its regimental 
organization ; and it formed a part of my lino during Sunday night and all 
Monday. Other fragmeuts of regiments and companies had also fallen into 
my division, and acted with it daring the remainder of the battle. Generals 
Grant and Buell virited me in onr bironao that evening, and tnm them I 
learned the eitaation of affidra on other parte of the field. General Wallaoe 
arrived from Cramp's Landing shortly after dark, and formed his line to my 
right rear. It rained hard during the night, but our men were in p-nod 
•piritii, lay on their arms, being satisfied with such bread and tnent as 
could be gathered at the neighboring camps, and determined to redeem on 
Monday the loaaea of Sondi^. 

At delight of Monday I received General Grant*a ordera to advance and 
recapture our original campa. I dispatched several members of ray staflT to 
bring up all the men they couM finti. especially the brigade of Colonel 
fituurt, wliich had been separated (nnn the division all the day before; nnd 
at the appointed time the division, or rather w hut remained of it, with the 
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Tlurteenth MiMOuri aud utber fragments, moved forward and reoccupied 
thft grooBd en th« «itniM right <rf Oen«nl MeOkniaiid'a eamp, when w« 
attnoted the flr»of • battary loottad ii«v Colonel HoDow«Il*s former head- 
qaarters. Here I remained^ patiently waiting for the sound of General 

Buell's advance npon tbo inuin Corinth road. About 10 a. m. the heavy 
firing in that direction, and ii8 steudy approach, satistit-d inc; and Geueral 
Wallace being on our right flank with his well-cuuducted divibion, lied the 
head of my oolomn to Qeneral MeClemand'a right, fwmed line of battle, 
Adngaoatb, with BooUand'a brigade directly aeroaa the ridge, andStaart*B 
brigade on its right in the woods; and thus advanced, steadily and slowly, 
imder a heavy fire of musketry and artillery. Taylor had just got to me 
from the rear, w here he had gone for auiniunition, uud brought up three 
gons, which I ordered into position, to advance by hand firing. These 
gnna belonged to Company A, Chicago Light Artillery, commanded by 
lientenant P. P. Wood, and did moat ezoallent aarriee. Under oover of 
their fire, we advanced till we reached the point where the Corinth road 
crosses the line of McOlemand^s camp, and here I saw for the first time the 
well-ordered and compact columns of General Buoll's Kentucky forces, 
whose soldiLTly movements at once gave confidence to our newer and less 
disciplined men. Here I saw TVillich's regiment advance upon a point of 
waler^MlEa and thidcet^ behind which I knew the enemy waa in great 
itrength,andentariftinbe«itifiiIaty]o. Then aroae the aevereatmnaketry- 
fire I ever heard, and laalad aome twenty minates, when this splendid rc^xi- 
ment had to fall back. This green point of timber is about live hundred 
yards east of Shilob meeting-house, and it was evident Ijore was to be the 
struggle. The enemy could also be seen forming his lines to the south. 
General Hederaand aanding to me for artiUny, I detaohed to him the three 
gnna c^Wood*a battery, with whidi he apeedOy drove them baek, md, 
aeaing some othera to the rear, I sent one of my ataff to bring them forward, 
when, by almost providential decree, they proved to be two twenty-four- 
pound howitzers belonging to McAlister'a battery, and aerved as well as 
gons ever could be. 

This was about 2 p. m. The enemy had one battery close by Shiloh, 
and another near the Hamburg road, both ponring grape and canieter npon 
aiqr odnmnof troopatiiat adTanead npon the green point of water-oaks. 
Willich's regiment had been repulsed, but a whole brigade of McCook'a di- 
vision advanced beautifully, deployed, and entered tliis dreaded wood. I 
ordered my second brigade (then coininan<U d l>y Colonel T. KilNy Smith, 
Colonel Stoart being wounded) to form on its right, and my fourth brigade, 
Colonel Bnokland, on ita right; all to advance abreaat with thia Kentucky 
briigade before mentioned, which I afterward fonnd to be Bonaaara^a bri- 
gade of If cOook*a dlvidon. I gave personal di'ection to the twenty-foar> 
pounder guns, whose well-diroeted fire first silenced the aOMny^a gnna ti 
the lefl| and afterward at the Shiloh meeting-hooae. 
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Rou»seaa*8 brigade moved in splendid order steadilj to the front, sweeps 
ing everjr thing before it, and at 4 p. m. we stood apon the ground of oof 
«rigiii«l front Uoa; and t]i« eoon^ wm in flill ratwtt. I dinettd nj mv- 
tral InigadM to roramo M onoo tboir origUul oamiNk 

Several timee daring the battle, cartridgee gave oat; bat G^eral Grant 
had tlionghtfully kept a supply coming from the rear. When I appealed to 
regiiiv Ills to stand fast, although out of cartridges, I did so because, to ro 
tire a regiiuont for anj cause, Laa a bad effect on others. I commend the 
Fortioth lUinoio «nd Thirtowth lOMonri lior thus holding their ground 
under heavy fire, although their enrtridge-bozea were ompty. 

I am ordorod by General Orant to gi^o penonal oredit where I think it ii 
due, and censure where I think it merited. I concede that General McCk>ok'fl 
splendid division from ICentucky drove back the tncmy along the Oorinth 
road, which was the great centre of this field of battle, where Beauregard 
commandfld in penon, supported by Bragg*i^ Polky and Braokonri^*a 
diflilona. I think Jolmston waa killad hj ozpoaing hinaalf in front of hia 
tnx^a, At the time of their attack on BnoUand'a hriga^ on Svndaj nofB- 
ing ; although in this I may be mistaken. 

My division was made up of regiments perfectly new, nearly all having 
received their muskets for the first time at Paducah. None of them had 
•Tor 1>eon nndar iire or beheld heavy oolumns of an anemy bearing down 
on them aa they did on Uwt Sunday. 

To azpeot of thorn the coolness and ateadineas of older troopa would bo 
wrong. They knew not the value of combination and organisation. When 
individual fears seized them, the first impulse was to get away. My third 
brigade did break much too soon, and 1 am not yet advised where they 
were daring Sunday afternoon and Monday morning. Colonel liildebrand, 
Ita omnmander, waa aa eool aa any man I ovar aaw, and no ona ooold haTo 
mado atronger offwla to hold hia men to thair plaoea than ho diA. Ho kapt 
his own regiment with individual exccptiona in hand, an boor after Ap> 
pier's and Mungon's regiments had left their proper field of action. Colonel 
IJuckland managed his brigade w<.-]l. I commend hitn to your notice as a 
cool, intelligent, and judicious gentleman, needing ouij confidence and ex- 
porienoa to make a good oonuuandar. IQa anhordinntOB| Oolonda SidliTan 
and OookoriH, bahavad with groat gallantry; the fbnner rooatving a aovara 
wound on Sunday, and yet commnnding and holding his regiment well in 
hand all day, and on Monday, until his rik'ht arm was hrokcn by a shot 
Colonel Cockerill hold a larger proportion of hia men than any colonel in 
my division, and was with me from first to last. 

Oolonal J. A. ICoDowall, commanding the first brigade, held his ground 
on Sunday, till I ocdoiod him to fUI baok, whioh ha did in lino of baltio; 
and when ordered, he condnctad the attack on tha anamj^ left in good 
style. In falling back to the next position, he was thrown from his horaa 
and i^)nrad, and hia brigadavaa not in {ooitioB oaMflodaj morning. Hk 
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lubordlnates, Colonels Hickt and Worthington, displayed greet pertiont. 
coorage. Colonel Hicks led his regiment in the attack on Sundaj, and re- 
ceived a vround^ which it ia feared maj prove mortal. Lie is a brave and 
gallant gentlemaa, and deiervei well of bia ooontry. lientenant-Golonel 
WaleatSi of th« Ohio Foitj-dlztb, wat MTordy wonndod on Bwiday, and 
haa be«n diMbled ever aiooeb aeoond brigade^ Oolonel Stuart^ waa 
detached nearlj two mOea from my headquarters. Ha bad to figbt his own 
lifittlo on Sunday, against superior numbers, as the enemy interposed be- 
tween him and General Prenti-^s early in the day. Colonel Stuart waa 
wounded aeveroly, and yet reported for duty on Monday morning, but waa 
eonipelled to laoTo daring tho day, whan the oommaiid doTolTid on Odonal 
T. Kilby Smith, who was alwaya in the thiokeat of tho fight, and lad tho 
hrigada handsomely. 

I hare not yet received Colonel Stuart's report of the operations of his 
brigade during the time ho was detached, and must therefore f^jrhoar to 
mention names. Lieutenant-Oolonel Kyle, of the Seventy-tirst, was morlully 
wonndad on Snnday, bat the ragimant itaalf I did not aeo, aa only n amall 
fragment of it waa with the bffgado whan it Jdnad tba ^vlaion on Ifmip 
day morning. Great credit is due tha fragments of men of the dlsordared 
regiments who kept in the advance. 1 observed and noticed them, but 
until the brigadiers and colonels make their reports, I cannot venture to 
name mdividuals, but will in dae season notice all who kept in oar front 
line, as well aa thoae who prafarred to keep back near the steamboat-land- 
ing. I will alao land n ftiU Uat of tho Ullad, wonndad, and miailng, by 
namok rtnic, eoapany, and ngimiDk At praa—t I aabnit tho wanlt in 
dgant: 
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The encmj oaptared Mven of oar gnns on Sandaj, but on Mouday 
we recovered seven ; not the identical gnns wo had lost, but enough in 
norober to balance the account. At the time of recovering oar camps oar 
BMO were lo Urtlgoed that we oonld not Mow the retreetjog mattes of the 
enemy; bat on the foUowing day I followed np with BnokIand*s and Hil* 
debrand^ii hfigade for six miles, the result of which I have already reported. 

Of my personal staff, I can only epeak with j rai^o and thanks. I think 
they smelled as much gunpowder and heard w many cannon-balls nnd bullet* 
as must satisfy their ambition. Captain Hammond, my chief of staff, though 
in feeble health, waa rery active In rallying brdcen troopa, encouraging ^e 
ateadfiMt and aiding to fonn the Unea of defenae and attack. I reoommend 
him to jonr notice. M^{ot Sanger's intelligenoe, quick perception, and rapid 
execution, were of very great value to me, e3[)ecially in brinj^ing into line 
the butteries that cooperated so efficiently in our movements. Captains 
McCoy and Dayton, aides-de-camp, were with me all the time, carrying 
orders, and acting with ooolnett, spirit, and courage. To Surgeon Harts- 
home and Dr. L^Hommedien huodreda of wounded men are indebted for 
the kind and ezeelleot treatment received on the field of battle and in the 
Tarious temporary hospitals created along the lino of our operations. They 
worked day and night, and did not rest till all the wounded of our own 
troops as well as of the enerny were in safe and comfortable shelter. To 
Mi^or Taylor, chief of artillery, I feel under deep obligations, for his good 
aense and Judgment in managing the batteries^ on which ao mnob depended. 
I indoee hia report and indorse his recommendations. The cavalry of my 
command kept to the rear, and took little p.irt in the artion ; but it would 
have been madness to have exposed horses to the muaketry-firo under which 
we were compelled to remain from Sunday at 8 a. m. till Monday at 4 v. u. 

Captain Ko:i8ack, of the engineers, was with me all the time, and was of 
great asslstanee. I incloae his sketch of the battle-field, which is the beat I 
have aeen, and which win enable yon to see the Tariona portions occupied 
by my division, as well as of the others that partidpated in the battle. I 
will also send in, during tbo day, the detailed reports of my brigadiera aod 
solooels, and will indorse thorn with such remarks as I deem proper. 
I am, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

W. T. SmaMAH, 
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2Mqr, Jpril 8, ISO. f 

Sn: With th* Mvalry plaoed at mf oommand tnd two brigades of my 
fctigaed troops, I went thit morniiig <mi on the Corinth road. One after 
another of the abandoned camps of theenoniy lined the roads, with hospital- 
flags for their protection ; at all wo foond more or less wounded and dead 
men. At the forks of the rood I foond the head of General T. J. Wood's 
diviaion of Buell^t Armj. I ordered oavalry to examine both roada leading 
tofrardOwinth, and foond tlie enemy on both. Colonel IMdny, of the Fourth 
Illinois Oavalrj, asking for reBnforcementa, I ordered General Wood to ad- 
vance the head of his oolonis oantioosly on the left-hand road, while I con- 
ducted the head of the third brigade of my division up the right-hand road. 
About half a mile from the forks was a clear field, through which the road 
passed^ and, immediately beyond, a space of some two hundred yards of 
lUIen ttmbw, and beyond that an ozteiiaiTe rebel eamp. The enemy*a ear- 
afa7 ooold be aeon in tfaia camp; after reoonndaianee^ I ordered the two 
advanoe oompaniea of the Ohio Seventy-seventh, Colonel Hildebrand, to 
deploy forward as skirmishers, and the regiment itself forward into line, 
with un interval of one hnndrod yards. In this order we advanced cautiously 
until the skirmiiihers were engaged. Taking it for granted this disposition 
would dear die oamp^ I held Golonel Dlokey^a Fourth Illinoia Oavalry ready 
for Cho ehaige. The enen^'a eaTaky oame down boldly at a obarge^ led by 
General Forreet in person, breaking through our lina of aUrmiahers; when 
the regiment of infantry, without cause, broke, threw away their muskt is, 
and fled. The ground wa.s admirably adapted for a defense of infantry 
against cavalry, being miry and covered with fallen timber. 

Aa Uie regiment of in&ntry broke, Diokey's Cavalry began to discharge 
tiieir carbineer and lUl into diaordor. I inatantly aeni Mdeia to the rear for 
the brigade to form line of battle, which was promptly axeented. The 
broken infantry and cavalry rallied on this line, and, as the enemy's cavalry 
came to it, our cavalry in turn charged and drove them from the field. I 
advanced the entire brigade over the same ground and sent Colonel Dickey's 
cavalry a mile farther on the road. On examining the ground which had 
been ooeopied by tbo SeTenty-aeranth Ohio^ wa fonnd fifteen of oar men 
dead and about twenty-flva wounded. I aanl for wagona and had all the 
wounded oarried back to camp, and eanaad the dead to be bnxied, alao the 
whole rebel camp to be destroyed. 

Here we foniul imu h ainiinmitiou for field-pieces, which was destroyed ; 
also two caissons, and a general hospital, with about two hundred and eighty 
Ooofodarala wounded, and about filly of onr own wounded men. Kol 
haTiog thomeailb of bilnghig them off; Oolonel Diekoy, by my ordera, took 
a anrrander, signed by the medical director (Lyla) and by all tha attending 
aorgeons, and a pledge to re{)ort themselves to yon as prisonaraof war; also 
a pledge that oar wounded ahould be oarelully attended to^ and anrrandered 
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to as to-morrow aa soon as ambulances could go oat. I inolose this n rittan 
dooumenti «nd reqinett that 70a wm wagons or ambulaiioes for our ▼ooiid* 
ed to bo Mmt to-morrow, and that wagona bo aent to bring in tho manj 
tonta belonging to ns which are pitched along tho road for four milaa 

out. I did not destroy them, because I knew the enemy could not move 
♦hem. Tho roads are very bad, and are strewed with abandouod wagons, 
ambulances, and Ihnber-boxes. The enemy haa succeeded in carrying off 
the guns, but has crippled his batteries bj abandoning the hind limber- 
boxea of at loaat twonty* oalaaona. I am aatiaAod tho onomy^a infimtry 
and artillery passed Liok Greek this morning, traTeling all of last night, 
and that he loft to his rear all his cavalry, which has protected his 
retreat; but signs of confusion and disorder mark the whole road. Tho 
jheck sustained by us at the fallen timber delayed our advance, ?o tliat night 
camo upon us before the wounded were provided for and the dead buried, 
and our troopa being fagged oat by three daya* hard fi|^tfiig, exposare, and 
privation, I ordwod tbam baok to thair oampa^ wbaro Ihoy now aro. 
I haro tbo honor to ba^ your obodient aarrant, 

W. T. SnKHMAir, 
£rigaditr-OtMral commanding J)ivi$ion, 

General Grant dJd not make in official report of the battle 
of Shiloh, but all its incidents and events were eovered by the 
reports of division commanders and subordinates. Probably no 
single battle of the war gave rise to snch wild and damaging re- 
ports. It was pnblidy asserted at the North that our army was 
taken completely by siirpme ; that the rebels canght ns in onr 
tente ; bayoneted the men in their beds ; that General Grant was 
dnmk; that Buell's opportune anival saved the Army of the 
Tennessee from utter annihOation, etc These reports were in a 
measure sustained by the published opinions of Generals Buell, 
Nelson, and othen^ who had reached the steamboat-landing 
from the east, just before nightfall of the 6th, when there was 
a large crowd of frightened, stampeded men, who clamored and 
declared that our army was all destroyed and beaten. Per 
sonally I saw General Grant, who with faJs staff visited me about 
10 A. ic. of the 6th, when we were desperately cugaged. But 
we had checked the headlong assault of our enemy, and then 
held our ground. This gave him great satisfaction, and he told 
me that things did not look aa wdl over on the left He also 
told me that on bla way up from Savannah that morning ha 
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Lad stopped at Criiinp's Landing, and had ordered J.ew Widhice's 
division to cross over Snake Creek, ro as to come up on my 
riglit, telling me to look out for him. He came again just bo- 
fore dark, and described the last assault made by the rebels at 
the ravine, near the steamboat-landing, which he had repelled 
by a heavy battery collected under Colonel J. D. Webster and 
other officers, and he was convinced that the battle was over for 
that day. He ordered me to be ready to assume the ofTen- 
sive in the morning, saying that, as he had ol>served at Fort 
Donelson at the crisis of the battle, both sides seemed defeated, 
and whoever assumed the offensive was sure to win. General 
Grant also explained to me that General Buell had reached the 
bank of the Tennessee River opposite Pittsburg Landing, and 
was in the act of ferrying his troops across at the time he was 
speaking to me. 

About half an hour afterward General Buell himself rode 
up to where I was, accompanied by Colonels Fry, Michler, 
and othere of his staff. I was dismounted at tlie time, and Gen- 
eral Buell made of me a good many signilicaTit inquiries about 
matters and things generally. By the aid of a manuscript 
map made by myself, I pointed out to him our positions as 
they had been in the morning, and our then positions ; I also 
explained that my right then covered the bridge over Snake 
Creek by which we had all day been expecting Lew Wallace ; 
that MeOleniand was on my left, Hurlbnt on his left, and ao on. 
Bat Bnell said he had Gcan» np from the hmding, and had nol 
Been onr meni of whoae exxstenoe In fact he aeemed to doubt 
I insisted that I had fire tiurasaad good men atiU left hi line, 
and thoni^t that Mcdernand had aa many more, and that with 
ivhat was left of Knrlbnt'a, W. H. L. Wallace's, and Ffentisa'a 
diviaiona, we ong^t to hare e!|^teen thousand men fit for 
battle. I reckoned that ten thcraaand of our men were dead, 
WQfnnded, or prisoners, and that the enemy'a loas oonld not be 
mndh less. BneU said that Kelson's, HeOook's, and Crittenden's 
diyiaSooa of his army, oontalning eighteen thousand men, had 
arrived and eoidd eross over in the night, and be ready fxnt the 
next day's battle. I argued that with these refinf oreementa we 
18 
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mid sweep the field. Bnell Beemed to ndstmit and re- 
peatedly aeid that he did not like the looks of thingSi espe- 
daJly about the boat-landing, and I really feared he wonld 
not oross over his anny that night, lest he shoidd beoome in- 
volyed in our general disaster, fie did not, of course^ nnder- 
stand the shape of the ground, and asked me for the use of my 
map, whioh I lent him on the promise that he woold retnm it 
Bie handed it to Major Hichler to have it c<^ied, and the oiigi* 
nal letnmed to me, which IGehler did two or three days after 
the battle. Bnell ^ cross ow that night, and the next day we 
aasnmed the offensive and swept the field, thns gaining the 
batde deeisiTely. KerertheilesBy the oontroTersy was stsited and 
kept up, mostly to the personal prejudice of Oenenl Grant, who 
as nsoal maintained an impertorbaUe rilence. 

After the battle^ a constant stream of dvHiaa sm^feons, and 
sanitary commiflsion agents, men and women, came np the Ten- 
nessee to bring relief to the thonsands of maimed and wonnded 
soldiers for whom we had imperfect means of shelter snd care. 
These people canght xxp the camp<tories, whidi on their retnm 
home they retailed throngh their local papers, nsnally elevating 
their own neighbors into heroes, bnt deciying all others. Among 
them was lientenant-Qovemor Stanton, of Ohio, who published 
is Belf ontsine^ Ohio, a most abusive article abont Qen^ QranI 
and his subordinate generala. As Gteneral Grant did not and 
wonld not take up the cudgels, I did so. My letter in reply tc 
Stanton, dated June 10, 1862, was published. in the Oindnnak 
Oommmvial soon after its date. To this lieutenant-Govemoi 
Stanton replied, and I further rejoined in a letter dated Jul^ 
12, 1S62. These letters are too personal to be revived. By thif 
time the good people of the North had begun to have their eyef 
opened, and to give us in the field more faith and support 
Stanton waa never again electee 1 tn any public ofiiee, and wai 
commonly spoken of as " the late Mr. Stanton." He is now 
dead, and I doubt not in life he often regretted his mistake in 
attempting to gain popular fame by abusing the army-leaders, 
then as now an easy and favorite mode of gaining notoriety, if 
not popnUri^. Of eouas^ snbsequenl events gave Oenend 
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Grant and most of the other actors in that battle their appropri- 
ate place in history, but the danger of sadden popular cl&uion 
is well illustrated by this case. 

Tho battle of Shiloh, or Pittsburg Landing, was one of the 
most liereely contested of tlie war. On the moniing of April 6, 
1862, the live diWsions of McClernand, Prentiss, Hurlbut, "W. H. 
L. Wallace, and Shennan, aggregated about tliirty-two thousand 
men. We had no intronchnu'iits of any sort, on the theory that 
as soon, as Buell arrived we would march to Corinth to attack the 
enemy. The rebel army, commanded by General Albeit Sidney 
Johnston, wixs, according to their own reports and admissions, 
forty-five thousand strong, had the momentum of attack, and 
beyond aU question fouglit skillfully from early morning till 
about 2 p. M., when their commander-in-chief was killed by a 
Mini6-ball in the calf of his leg, which penetrated the boot and 
severed the main artery. There was then a perceptible lull for 
a couple of hours, when the attack was renewed, but with much 
less vehemence, and continued up to dark. Early at night the 
division of Lew Wallace arrived from the other side of Snake 
Greek, not having fired a shot. A yery small part of Qenenl 
BneiD'f amy was on onr side of the Tennessee Biw that 
evenings and their loss was trivial. 

During that night, the three diviaioiia of McOook, Nelson^ 
and Orittanden, were ferried across the Tennessee, and f onght 
with US the nest day (7th). Dniing that night, also, the 
two wooden gonboats, Tyler, oommaiided by Lieutenant Gwin, 
and Lexington, lieutenant Shirk, both of the regular navy, 
caosed shells to be thrown toward thst part of the field of battle 
known to be ooenpied by the enemy. Beaoiegard afterward re- 
ported his entire loss as ten thousand six hundred and ninety-nine. 
Oar aggregate loss, made np from official stetements, shows ser* 
enteen hundred killed, seven thousand four hundred and ninety- 
five wounded, and three thousand and twenty-two prisoners ; sg- 
grcgate, twelve thousand two hundred and seventeen, of ^ducib 
twenty-one hundred snd sixty-seven were in Buell's army, leav« 
hig for that of Grant tan thousand and fifty. This result U a 
fsir measure ol the amonnt of fighting done by eadi army. 
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WHiLBthe "Army of the Tennesfleo/' under Generals Grant 
and C. F. Smith, was operating up the Tenneflsee River, another 
foroe, styled the Army of the Hiadssippi," commanded by Ma- 
joisGeiieral John Pope, was moying direetly down the Missi*- 
sippi Hirer, against that portion of the rebel line whidi, nndeir 
Generals Polk and Pillow, had fallen baek from GolambnB, 
Kentucky, to Island Knmber Ten and New Madrid. This amy 
had the fall cooperation of the gunboat fleet, oommanded hj 
Admiral Foote, and was assisted by the high flood of that season, 
which enabled Gteneral Pope, by ^reat skill and industry, to open 
a canal from a point above Idand Number Ten to New Madrid 
below, by which he interposed between the rebel army and its - 
available line of supply and retreat At the very time that we 
were fitting the bloody battle on the Tennessee Biver, Gteneial 
Pqie and Admiral Foote were bombarding the batteries on 
Island Number Ten, and the Kentucky shore abreast of it ; and 
Qeneral Pope haying crossed over by steamen a part of his 
anny tc the east bank, captured a laige part of thii lebel annj, 
at and near Tiptonville. 

Qeneral Halleck stQl remained at St Louis, whence he gave 
general directions to tlie armies of General Curtis, Gtenerai? 
Grant, Bnell, and Pope ; and instead of following up his mort 
important and brilliant suoccsfies directly down the Mississippi, 
he concluded to bring General Pope's army a''ound to the Ten* 
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ooBBee. and to oomo inpenon to oommand there. Tbtfgimboat 
fleet poshed on down tibe HuBiBBippi, Imt was brought up again 
an standing hj the heavy batteries at Fort Pillow, about fifty 
miles above Memphis. About this time Admiral Fanagnty 
with another laige sea-going fleet, and with the oodpeiating 
army of General Bntler, was entering the Mississippi River by 
the Passes, and preparing to rednoe Forts Jackson and 8t 
Philip in order to reach New Orleans; so that all nunda were 
turned to the conquest of the Mississippi River, and surely 
adequate means were pnmded for the undertaking. 

The battle of Shiloh had been fought, as described, on the 
6ih and Tth of April ; and when the movement of the 8th had 
revealed that our enemy was gone, in full retreat, leaving killed, 
wounded, and much property by the way, we all experienced a 
feeling of relief. The struggle had been bo long, so desperate 
and bloody, that the surviyors seemed exhausted and nerveless ; 
we appreciated the value of the victory, but realized also its great 
cost of life. The close of the battle had left the Army of the 
Tennessee on the right, and the Army of the Ohio on the left; 
but I believe neither G^eral Grant nor Buell exercised com- 
mand, the one over the other; each of them having his hands full 
in repairing damages. All the division, brigade, and regimental 
commanders were busy in collecting stragglers, regaining lost 
property, in burying dead men and horses, and in providing for 
their wounded. Some few new regiments came forward, and 
some chanij^es of organization became necessary. Then, or very 
soon after, I consolidated my four brigades into three, whidi 
were commanded ; First, Brigadier-General Morgan I*. Smith ; 
Second, Colonel John A. McDowell ; Third, Brigadier>GeneraI 
J. W. Denver. About the same time I was promoted to majoi^ 
general of volunteers. 

The Seventy-first Ohio was dctachcrl to Clarksville, Tennes- 
see, and the Sixth and Eighth Miasooh were transferred to my 
division. 

In a few days after the battle. General llalleck arrived by 
steamboat from St. Louis, pitched his camp near the steamboat- 
landings and assumed personal command (Ut ail the armies. He 
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was stteflded hii atal^ eompoMd of Qeneral G. OnUuni, 
0. S. Engineen, m his chief of staff; Oolond Geoi^ge Thorn, U. 
8. Engineers; and Colonels Keltonand Kemper, adjutants^eii- 
eraL It soom became manifest that his mind had been prqn- 
diced the mmors which had gone forth to the detriment ol 
General Grant; for in a few days he issued an order, reoigan- 
ixLDg and rearraoging the whole army. Genersl Bnell's Army 
of t^e Ohio oonstitated the centre; General Fope^s army, then 
aniTing at Hambmg I^mding, was the left ; the ri^t was made 
op of mine and Hnrlbat's divisions, belongiog to the old Amy 
of the Tennessee, and two new ones, made op from the frag^ 
ments of the divisions of Prentiss and 0. F. Smith, and of 
troopa tranfifeixed thereto, commanded by Genersla T. W. 8he^ 
man and Davies. General Geoi^ H. Thomas was taken from 
Bnell, to command ^e ti^t McOlemand's and Lew Wallace's 
divisions were styled the reserve^ to be commanded by MoOlar- 
nand. General Grant was sabstantially left oat, and was named 
" second in command,'* according to some French notion, with no 
dear, well-defined command or authority. He still retained his 
old stafi^, composed of Bawlins, adjatant^;eneral ; Biggin, Lagow, 
and Hiljer, aides; and he liad a small company of the Fourth 
Illinois Cavalry as an escort. For more than a month he thos 
remained, without any apparent authority, frequently visiting me 
and others, and rarely complaining; but I could see that he felt 
deeply the indignity, if not insult, heaped upon him. 

General Thomas at once assumed command of the ri|^t 
win^ and, until we reached Coiinth, I served immediately nn- 
der his oonmiand. We were dassmates, intimately acquainted, 
had served together before in the old army, and in Kentucky, 
and it made to us little difEerence who commanded the other, 
provided the good cause prevailed. 

Corinth was about thirty miles distant, and we all knew that 
we should find there the same army with which we had so fiercely 
grappled at Shiloh, reorganized, reenforc^d, and conmianded in 
chief by General Beauregard in place of Johnston, who had 
fallen at SI iloh. But we were also reenforced by liuelTs and 
Fo^'s anniea; so that before the end of April dor army ex 
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tended from Snake Creek on the right to the Tennessee RiYar, 
ftt Hamburg, on the Uit, and miut have nicaberod nearly oim 

hundred thoiuand men. 

Ample Bupplies of all kinds reached us bj the Tmniminoo 
Biver, which had a good stage of water ; bat otur wagon tran»> 
portatioii was limited^ and much ooii fusion occurred in haul- 
ing sappHes to the several camps. By the end of April, the 
Beveral anniea seemed to be ready, and the general forward 
movement on Corinth began. ^ly diviBion was on the extreme 
right of the right wing, and marched out by the " White Houae," 
leaving Monterey or Pea liidge to the south. Crossing Lidc 
Creek, we came into the main road about a mile south of Mon- 
terey, where we turned square to the right, and came into the 
Purdy road, near "Elams." Thence we followed the Purdy 
road to Corinth, my skirmishers reacliing at all times the Mo- 
bile & Ohio Railroad. Of course our marches were gov- 
erned by the main centre, which followed the direct road from 
Pittsburg Landing to C^orinth ; and this movement was provok- 
ingly slow. We fortitied almost every camp at night, though 
we had encountered no serious opposition, except from cavalry, 
which gave ground easily as we advanced. The opposition 
increased as we nearcd Corinth, and at a place called KuBselPB 
we had a sharp affair of one brigade, under the immediate di- 
rection of Brigadier-General Morgan L. Smith, assisted by the 
brigade of General Denver. This affair occurred on the 19th 
of May, and our line was then within about two miles of the 
northern intrenchments of Corinth. 

On the 27th I received orders from General llalleck " to 
send a force the next day to drive the rebels from the house in 
our front, on the Corinth road, to drive in their pickets as far as 
possible, and to make a strong demonstration on Corinth itself;" 
authorizing me to call on any adjacent division for assistance. 

I reconnoitred the ground carefully, and found that the main 
road led forward along the fence of a large cotton-field to oui 
right front, and ascended a wooded hill, occupied in some force 
by the enemy, on which was the farm-house referred to in 
General HallodL'a orders. At the farther end of the field was a 
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donUe log-house, whose chinking had been removed; so that 
it formed a good block-hoiise from which the enemy could fire 
on any person approaching from our quarter. 

General Hurlbut's division was on my immediate left, and 
General McClernand's resei've on our right rear. I ask^ of 
each the assistance of a brigade. The former sent General 
Veatch's, and the latter General John A. Logan's brigade. 1 
asked the former to support our left flank, and the latter our 
right flank. The next morning early, Morgan L. Smith's bngade 
was deployed under cover on the left, and Denver's on the right, 
ready to move forward rapidly at a signal. I had a battery of 
four twenty -pound Parrott guns, commanded by Captain Silver- 
sparre. Colonel Ezra Taylor, chief of artillery, had two oi 
these guns moved up silently by hand behind a BmuU knoll, 
from the crest of which the enemy's block-house and position 
could be distinctly seen ; when all were ready, these gans 
were moved to the crest, and several quick rounds were fired at 
the house, followed after an interval by a single gun. This was 
the signal agreed on, and the troops resjwnded beautifully, 
crosaed the field in line of battle, preceded by their skirmishers 
who carried the position in good style, and pursued the enemy 
for half a mile beyond. 

The main line halted on the crest of the ridge, from which 
we oould look over the parapets of the rebel works at Corinth, 
ud hear their drum and bugle calls. The rebel brigade had 
evidently been taken by surprise in our attack ; it soon rallied 
and came haek on na with the usual yell, driving in our skir- 
miahen, hat was quioklj cheeked when it eune ^Ain range of 
our guns and line ol betUe. Genenda Grant and Thamaa hap- 
pened to be with me daring this affahr, and wm well pleased 
at the handsome manner in whieh the troops behaved. That 
night we began tiie nanal entiendmientSy and the next daj 
brought forward the artillery and the rest of the division, whieh 
then extended from the Hol»le & Ohio Baihoad, at Bowie HiU 
Oat, to the Oorinth A Pordy road, there oonneoting with Hnri- 
Mb division. That night, viz., May 29th, we heard anosoal 
sounds in Ooiintht the eonstant whistling cf looomotivei^ and 
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loon after daylight oocmred a aeriei of exploiioD% followed hj • 
dense amoke riamg high oyer the town. There waa a telegraph 
line oonneotiog my head^uartera with thoae of General Hidleck, 
ahoat fonr mUea o£^ on the Hambuig road. I inquired if he 
knew the cauae of the ezploeiona and of the amoke, and he fa 
swered to ^advance with my diviaion and feel the enemy if atiU 
in my fronf I immediately diapatehed two regunenta from 
each of my three hrigadea to feel the immediate front, and in a 
yeiy ahort time adyanoed with the whole diyiaion. Eadi brigade 
fonnd the rebel parapeta abandoned, and poshed atrai^t for the 
town, which liea in the northeaat an^ of intereeetion of the 
Mobile d? Ohio and Memphia A Oharleaton Bailroada. Many 
bnildinga had been burned by the enemy on eyacnation, which 
had begm the ni^t before at 6 p. x., and continued through 
the night, tiie rear^gnard burning their magarine at the time ol 
withdrawing^ about daybreak. Moigan L. Smith's brigade fol- 
lowed the retreating reai^gnard aome four milee to the Tnaensi- 
bia T'ridge, which was found burned. I halted the other hrigadea 
at the college, about a mile to the aouthweat of the town, whera 
I was overtaken by General Thomas in person. 

The heada of all the columna had entered the rebel linea 
about the same time, and there was some rather foolish clamor 
for the first honors, but in fact there waa no honor in the eyent 
Beauregazd had made a clean retreat to the Boiith, and was only 
seriously pursued by cavalry from General Pope's tkiik. But 
he reached Tupelo, where he halted for reorganization; and 
there is no doubt that at the moment there was iTiuch disorgani- 
zation in his ranks, for the woods were full of deserters whom 
we did not even take prisoners, but adyised them to make their 
way home and stay there. We spent the day at and near the 
college, when General Thomas, who applied for orders at Hal- 
lecVa headquai-ters, directed me to conduct my division back to 
the camp of the night before, where we had left our ti-aina 
The advance on Conntli li ul occupied all of the month of May, 
the most beautiful and valuable month of the year for camp 
paigning in this latitude. There had been little fighting, saye 
en QflDfliai Pe^a left flank about Parmington? and on ou 
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right. I esteomed it a magmfioQQt drill, m it aamd for 
tlie instruction of our men in guard and picket dafy, and in 
habituating them to out<loor life; and by the time we had 
reached Oorinth I believe that •army was the best then on thii 
continent, and oould have gone where it pleased. The four 
subdivisions were well commanded, as were the diviaions and 
brigades of the whole army. General H^^'^^^e^f was a man of 
great capacity, of large acquirements, and at the time poa> 
sessed the confidence of the conntiy, and of most of the army. 
I held him in high estimation, and gave him credit for the 
combinationB which had resulted in placing this magnificent 
army of a hundred thousand men, well equipped and provided, 
• with a good baae, at Ooiinih, from which he oonld move in aoy 
direction. 

Had he held his force as a unit, he could have gone tc 
Mobile, or Yieksburg, or anywhere in that region, which would 
by one move have solved the whole Mississippi problem; 
and, from what he then told me, I believe he intended such 
a campaign, but was overroled from Washington. Be that 
as it may, the army had no sooner settled down at Oorinth 
before it waa scattered: Qeneral Pope was called to the East, 
and his array distributed among the others; Qeneral Thomas 
was relieved from the command of the right wing, and reassigned 
to his division in the Army of the Ohio; and that whole army 
under G^eneral Buell was turned east along the Memphis & 
Qiarleaton road, to march for Chattanooga. McClcmand's 
" reserve" was turned west to Bolivar and Memphis. General 
Halleck took post himself at Oorinth, assigned lieutenant-Colo- 
nel McFherson to take charge of the railroads, with instructiona 
to repair them as far as Columbus, Kentucky, and to collect cars 
and locomotives to operate them to Oorinth and Grand Junction. 
I was soon dispatched with my own and Hurlbut^s divisions 
northwest fourteen miles to Ohewalla, to save what could be of 
any value out of sax trains of cars belonging to the rebels whidi 
had been wreoikad and partially burned at the time of the evaeii> 
ation of Oorinth. 

A short time betoe leavinir Corinth I rode from my camp 
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to General Kalleck'e bead(|uarters, then in tents just outside of 
the town, where wo sat and gossiped fur Bome time, when he 
iijjationod to me casually that (leiieral Grant was going away 
the next morning. I inquired the Ciiuse, and ho siiid that he 
did not know, but that Grant liad applied for a thirty days* 
leave, which had been given him. Of course we all knew 
that he was chating under the slights of his anomalous position, 
and I determined to see liim on my way back. His camp was a 
short distance oil the Monterey road, in tlie woods, and con- 
sisted of four or live tents, with a sapling railing around the 
front. As I rode up, Majors R^iwlins, Lagow, and Ililyer, were 
in front of the cam]), and ])lK;d uj) near them were the usual otiice 
and ciimp chests, all ready for a start in the morning. I inquired 
for the general, and was shown to his tent, where I found him 
seated on a camp-stool, with papers on a rude camptable ; he 
seemed to be employed in as.^orting letters, and tying them 
up with red tape into convenient bundles. After passing the 
usual coiuplinients, I inquired if it were true that he was going 
away. lie said, " Yes." I then inquired the reason, and he said: 
" Sherman, you know. You know that I aia in the way here. 
I have stood it as long as I can, and can endure it no longer." 
I inqiured where he was going to, and he said, " St. Louia." I 
then asked if he had any business there, and he said, " Not a 
bit.'* I then begged him to stay, illustrating his case by my 
own. 

Before the battle of Shiloh, I had been cast down by a mere 
newspaper assertion of " crazy ; " but that single battle had given 
me new life, and now I was in high feather ; and I argued with 
him that, if he went away, events would go right along, and he 
would be left out ; whereas, if he remalne l, some happy accident 
might restore him to favor and his true place. He certainly 
appreciated my friendly ad\dce, and promised to wait awhile ; 
at all events, not to go without seeing me again, or comnmni- 
cating with me. Very soon after this, 1 was ordered to Che- 
walla, where, on tlio (]th of June, I received a note from him, 
saying that ho had reconsidered his intention, and would remain. 
I cannot iind thu notOi but my answer I have kepi. 
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Major- General Grant. 

My dkak Siu: I have just received your note, and am rejoiced at your 
OonolosioQ to rumuiu ; for you could not be quiet at home for a week wlien 
•imies were nurring, end reel eoold ad relleTe jow miad of fhe gnewiag 
•eneation thet iqjnetiee bad been done joo. 



Mj orden at OfaewaUa wm to iwna the wiwiked timbii 
there, to reooimoitre wertwaid and eitimate the amount of 
damage to the railroad aa far as Grand Junction, about fifty • 
miles. We camped onr troops on high, healthy ground to the 
sonth of Ohewalla, and after I had personally reconnoitred the 
oomitry, details of men were made and volunteer looomotiTe- 
engiiieers obtained to superintend the repairs. I found six looo- 
motives and about sixty can, thrown from the traek, parte 
of the machineiy detadied and hidden In the ionoundsng 
•wamp^ and all damaged as much by fire as possible. It seems 
that these trains were inside of Oorinth during the night of 
evacuation, loading \ip with all sorts of ooomiissaiy stores^ 
etc, and about daylight were started west; but the caTahy* 
picket stationed at the Tuscumbia bridge had, by mistake or 
panic, burned the bridge before the trains got to them. The 
trains, therefore, were caught, and the engineers and guards 
hastily scattered the stores into the swamp, and disabled the 
trains as far aa they could, before our cavaliy had disooTered 
their critical situation. The weather was hot, and the swamp 
fairly stunk with the putrid fiour and fermenting sugar and 
molasses ; I was so much exposed there in the bot sun, pushing 
forward the work, that I got a touch of malarial fever, whidi 
hung on me for a month, and forced me to ride two days in an 
ambulance, the only time I ever did such a thing during tiie 
whole war. By the 7th I repmied to Genera! Halleek that the 
amount of work necessary to reSstabliah the railroad between 
Corinth and Grand Junction was so great, that he concluded 
not to attempt its rc]):iir, but to rely on the road back to Jack- 
son (Tennessee), and forward to Grand Junction ; and I was 
ordered to move to Grand Junction^ to take iqp the repairs from 
there toward Memphiib 
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The evacuation of Corinth by Beauregard, and the moTe> 
niflnts of General McClemand^g force toward Memphia, had ne> 
eefldtated the evacuation of Fort Pillow, which occurred about 
Jona lit; aoon followed by the farther withdrawal of the Con- 
federate army from Memphis, by reason of the destmction of 
the rebel gunboAta in the bold and dashing attack by our gun- 
boats under oomnumd of Admiral Davis, who had succeeded 
Foote. This occurred June 7th. Admiral Farragnt hud also 
etptnred New Orleans after the terrible passage of Forts Jack- 
eon and St. Plulip on May 24th, and had ascended the river 
as high as Vicksburg ; so that it seemed as though, before the 
end of June, we ahonld anrely have foil poMoasion of the whole 
liver. But it is now known that fhe progreeB of onr Western 
anniea had aronaed the rebel goTemment to the ezerdfle of the 
most stupendous energy. Eveiy man capable of bearing armf 
at the South was declared to be a soldier, and forced to act as 
such. All their armies were greatly recnforced, and the most 
despotic power was granted to enforce discipline and Bupplics. 
Beauregard was replaced by Bragg, a man of more ability — of 
greater powers of oiganization, of action, and discipline — but 
naturally exacting and severe, and not pos^rssinp^ the qualities 
to attract the love of his officers and men. He had a bard task 
to bring into order and discipline that nins?? i >f men to whose 
command he succeeded at Tupelo, with which he afterward 
fairly outmanoeuvred General Buell, and forced him back from 
Chattanooga to Louievlllc, It was a f.ital niistjike, however, 
that halted General Halleck at Corinth, and led him to dia- 
pefse and scatter the beet materials for a fighting army that, 
up to that date, had been assembled in the West. 

During the latter part of June and first half of July, I had 
my own and Hurlbut's divisions altout Grand Junction, La- 
grange, Moscow, and Lafayette, building rail road -trestles and 
bridges, fighting off cavalry detachnientc^ coming from the south, 
and waging an everlasting quarrel with planters about their ne> 
groes and fcncej^ — they trj'ing, in the m\^>t of moviTig armies, 
to raise a crop of corn. On the 17th of June I sent a detachment 
of two brigwles, under Qenend IL L. Smith, to Holly Springs^ 
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in the belief that I conld V)otter protect the railroad from some 
point in front tlian by scattering our men along it ; and, on tlie 
23d, I was at Lafayette Station, when General Grant, with his 
Btall and a very insignificant escort, arrived from Corinth m routs 
for Memphis, to take command of that place ;ind of the District 
of West Tennessee. He came very nciir falling into the hands 
of the enemy, who infested the whole country with small but 
bold detachments of cavalry. Up to that time I liad received 
my orders direct from General Halleck at Corintli, but soon 
after I fell under the immediate command of General Grant^ 
and so continued to the end of the war; but, on the 29th, 
General Ilalleck nutilied me that " a division of troops under 
General C. S. Hamilton of ^Rosecrans's army corps,' had 
passed the Hatchie from Corinth," and was destined for Holly 
Springs, ordering me to " cooperate as far as advisable," but 
" not to neglect the protection of the road." I ordered General 
Hurlbut to leave detachments at Grand Junction and Lagrange, 
and to march for Holly Springs. I left detachments at Moscow 
and Lafayette, and, with about four thousand men, marched for 
the same point. Hurlbut and I met at Hadsonville, and thence 
marched to the Coldwater, within four miles of Holly Springs. 
We encountered only small detachments of rebel cavalry un- 
der Colonels Jackson and Pierson, and drove them into and 
through Holly Springs ; but they hung about, and I kept an in- 
fantry brigade in Holly Springs to keep them out. I heard 
nothing from General Hamilton till the 6th of JiUy, when I re» 
ceived a letter from him dated Rienzi, saying that he had been 
within nineteen miles of Holly Springs and had turned back 
for Corinth ; and on the next day, July 6th, I got a telegraph 
order from General Halleck, of July 2d, sent me by courier 
from Moscow, " not to attempt to hold HoUy Springa^ but to 
fall back and protect the railroad." We aooordingly marched 
back twenty-five miles — Huribat to Lagrange, and I to Moscow. 
The enemy had no infantry nearer than the Tallahatcbee bridge, 
bat their cavaliy was sauisj and activ^ superior to om, and I 
deepaired of ever protecting a railroad, prewnting A broid front 
of one hundred mile% from their daahea. 



L iyiii^cd by Google 



B TO lODIPHIlL 



287 



Aboat this time, we wen ttnnted bj the Confederate boI* 
diers and citizens with the aaaertloil that Lee had defeated 
McClellan at Biehmond ; that he would soon be in Waahington ; 
and that our turn wonid come next. The extreme caution ol 
General Halleck also indicated that something had gone wrong, 
and, on the 16th of July, at Moscow, I reoeiyed a dispatch 
from him, annonnciiig that he had been summoned to Wash 
ington, which he seemed to regret, and which at that moment 
I most deeply deplored. lie announced that hia command 
would devolve on General Grant, who had been summoned 
around from Memphia to Corinth by waj of Colnmbna, Ken- 
tacky, and that T to go into Memphis to take command of 
the District of West Tennessee, yaeatcd by Qeneral Grant By 
thia time, ako, I was made aware th^it the great army that had 
assembled at Corinth at the end of May liad been scattered and 
dissipated, and that terrible disaatara had befallen onr othor 
armies in Virginia and the £aat. 

I soon received orders to move to Memphis, taking Hulbnt^i 
division along. We reached Memphis 09 the 2l6t, and on tht 
S8d I posted my three brigadee mostly in and near Fort Picker> 
ing, and Horlbut's division next below on the river-bank by 
reason of the scardfy of water, except in the Misaiaeippi Kiver 
itaell The weather was Intmaely hot. The same order that 
took ns to ^^remphis required me to send the division of General 
Lew Wallace (then commanded by Brigadier-General A. P. 
HoTCy) to Helena, Arkansas, to report to General Oortia, which 
waa easily accomplished by steamboat I made my own camp 
In a yaoani lot, near Mr. Moon'a house, and gave my chief at- 
tention to the construction of Fort Pickering, then in charge of 
Major Prime, United States Engineers; to perfecting the drill 
and discipline of the two divisionB undor my conunand ; and to 
the adminiatradon of civil afisin. 

At the time when Qeneral Halleck waa rammoned from 
Ocnrinth to Washington, to succeed McGleUan aa commander-in- 
dde^ I sorely expected of him immediate and important re* 
sulta. The Army of the Ohio waa at the time marching toward 
Ohattaaooga, and waa atmng ftom Saatport by HuntaviUo to 
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Bridgeport, under the command of General iiuell. In like man 
ner, the Army of the Tennessee was strung along the same gen- 
eral line, from Mein{)hi8 to Tuscumbia, and was commanded bj 
GenciTil Grant, with no common commander for both these 
forces: so that the great army whidi General Halieck had so 
well assembled at Corinth, was put on the defensive, with a 
frontage of three hundred miles. Soon thereafter the rebels 
displayed peculiar energy and military skill. General Uragg 
had reorganized the army of Beauregard at Tupelo, carried it 
rapidly and skillfully toward Chattanooga, whence he boldly 
assumed the offensive, moving straight for Nashville and Louis- 
ville, and compelling General Bueli to fall back to the Oliio 
Kiver at Louisville. 

The arn]y of Van Dora and Price had been brought from 
the trans-Mississippi Department to the east of the river, and 
was collected at and about Holly Springs, where, reenforced by 
Annstrong's and Forrest's cavalry, it amounted to about forty 
thonsiind brave and hardy soldiers. These were General Grant's 
immediate antagonists, and so many and large detachments had 
been drawn from him, that for a time he was put on the defen- 
sive. In person he had his headquarters at Corinth, with the 
three divisions of Hamilton, Davies, and McKcan, under the 
immediate orders of General Rosecrans. General Ord had 
succeeded to the division of McClemand (who had also gone to 
Washington), and held Bolivar and Grand Junction. I had in 
Mempliis my own and Iliu-lbut's divisions, and other smaller 
detachments were stnmg along the ilemphis & Charleston 
road. But the enemy's detachments could strike this road at so 
many points, that no use could be made of it, and General 
Grant had to employ the railroads, from Columbus, Kentucky, 
to Corinth and Grand Junction, by way of Jackson, Tenn ooooO i 
a point common to both roads, and held in some force. 

In the early part of September the enemy in our front 
manifested great activity, feeling with cavalry at all pomts, and 
on the 13th General Van Dom threatened Corinth, while Gon* 
end Price seized the town of luka, which was promptly aban- 
dionedby a ooaU gairim under Golonel Horp^y. FiWs foroe 
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WM about ei|^t ffaovfland men, and the genaal impmalon was 
that he was m route for Eastport, with the pnrpoae to eroaa the 
Tenneaaee Biver in the direction of NaahyiUe, in aid of Qen* 
end Bngg, tlien in fnll caieer for Eentnckj. General Giant 
detetmined to attack him in f orae^ piepared to regain Oorinth 
bafbie Tan Dom ooold reach it He had drawn Ord to Oor 
inthy and moved him, by Bamaville^ on Inka, the main 
road, twentjHDX milea. General Giant accompanied thiacolnmn 
as far aa BnmaviUe. At the aame time he had dispatched 
Boaeerana hj roada to the aonth, via Jacinto^ with ordera to ap- 
proach Iidu bj the two main roada» coming into Iiika from the 
aonthy viz^ the Jadnto and Fulton roada. 

Od. the 18th General Ord enoonntered the anemj about 
ioar milea out of Inka. Hia orders contemplated thet he ahodd 
not make a aerions attack, nntil Koseciana had gained hie posi- 
tion on the south; but, as nsual, Kosecrans had encountered 
difflcnltiea in the confnaion of roads, hia head of column did 
not reach the vidnily of Inke till 4 p. k. of the 19th, and 
then his troopa were long drawn ont on the single Jacinto 
road, leaying the F^ton road clear for Priee^a nae. Price 
perceived liia advantage, and attacked with vehemence the head 
of Boaecrana'a colmnn, Hamilton'a division, beating it back, 
capturing a batteiy, and killing and diaabllng seven hnndted 
and thirty-six men, so that when night closed in Rosecrans was 
driven to the defensive, and Price^ perceiving his danger, de- 
liberatelj withdrew by the Fulton road, and the next morning 
waa gone. Although General Ord must have been within fonr 
or aiz miles of this battle, he did not hear a sound; and he or 
General Ghvnt did not know of it till advised the next morning 
by a courier who had made a wide circuH to reach them. Gen- 
eral Grant was much offended with General Bosecrana because 
of this affair, but in iny experience these concerted movementa 
generally fail, nnleaa with the veiy best kind of troops, and then 
in a comitry on whose roads some reliance can be placed, whidi 
is not the case in Northern Mississippi. If Price waa aiming 
for Tennessee, he ^ed, and was therefore beaten. Hie made a 
wide circuit by the aoatii, and again Joined Tan Dom* 
19 
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On the 6th of September, at MemphiB, I received an order 
from General Grant dated the 2d, to send Hmibufs diviaoD 
to BrownBville, in the direetion of Boliyar, thence to report bj 
letter to him at Jackson. The division started the same day, 
and, as oiu* men and officers had been together side bj side from 
the first landing at Shiloh, we felt the partiDg like the breiUiig 
np of a family. Bat General Grant was forced to use everf 
man, for he knew well that Van Dom conld attack him at 
pleasnre^ at any point of his long line. To be the better pre- 
pared, on the 2^ of September be took post himself at Jack- 
son, Teunessee, with a small reserve force, and gjKwe Bose- 
ersns oommand of Gorinth, with his three diTidons and some 
detachments, aggregating about twenty thousand men. He 
posted General Ord with his own and Horlbuf s divisions al 
Boliw, with outposts toward Grand Jondaon and Lagrange. 
These amonnted to nine or ten thonaand men, and I held Mem* 
pihia with my own division, amounting to about six thousand 
men. The whole of General Grants men at that time may 
have aggregated fifty thousand, but he had to defend a front- 
age of a hundred and fif^ miles, gnard some two hundred 
miles of railway, and as much river. Van Dom had forty 
diousuid men, united, at perfect liberty to move in any diree- 
tion, and to cboose his own point of attack, under cover of 
woods, and a superior body of cavalry, familiar with eveiy foci 
of the ground. Therefore General Grant had good reason for 
telegraphing to General Halleck, on the 1st of October, that his 
position was precarions, ** but I hope to get out of it all right." 
In Memphis my business was to hold fast that important flank, 
and by that date Fort Pickering had been made very strong, 
and capable of perfect defense l^ a single brigade. I therefore 
endeaTored by ezenndona to threaten Tan Dom's detachments 
to the soutlieast and essL I repeatedly sent out strong detaeh- 
ments toward Holly Springi^ which was his main depot of sup- 
ply; and Qenend Giierson, with bis Sixtih DHnois, the only 
eavaliy I had, made some bold and succ e s s f u l dadies at the 
Ooldwater, oompelling Van Dom to wmt it by Armsferan^s 
whola division of oaTidiy. StOl, bj Isl of October, Qmn] 
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ChRNit WM ntiified lihat llie enomj was meditating an attack b 
force <m Boliw or Oormth; and on the Sd Yan Dom made 
faia appearaaoe near Oorinih, with bis tfol&n amy. On the 8d 
be moved down on tbat place from the north and n<niihwest 
Gknoial Bosecrans went oat some four mOes to meet him, but 
was wonted and compeQed to fall back within the line of bia 
forts. These bad berai begun under General Halleek, but were 
mneh strengthened by General Grants and consisted of several 
detached redonbts, bearing on each other, and inclosing the 
town and the depots of stores at the intersection of the two rail- 
roads. Tan Dom dosed down on the forts by the evening of 
the 8d, and on the morning of the 4tb assanlte*) with great yehe> 
mence. Our men, covered bj good parapets, fought gallantly, and 
defended their posts weU, inflicting terrible losses on the enemy, 
so that by noon the rebcfls were repulsed at all pofnts, and drew 
off, leaving their dead and wounded in our bands. Their losses, . 
were varioiisly estimated, but the whole truth will probably never 
be known, for in that army reports and returns were not the 
fashion. General Bosecrans admitted his own loss to be three 
hundred and fifteen killed, eighteen hundred and twelve 
wounded, and two hundred and thirty-two missing or prisonersi 
and daimed on the part of the rebels fourteen hundred and 
twai^-43iree dead, two lliousand and twenty-five prisonen and 
wounded. Of course, most of the wounded must have gone 
off or been carried o^ so that, beyond doubt, the rebel army 
lost at Corinth fully six thousand men. 

Meantime, General Grant, at Jackson, had dispatched Brig- 
adier-General HcFherson, with a brigade, directly for Corinth, 
which resched General Blosecrans after the battle ; and, in an^ 
tidpation of his victory, had ordered him to pursue instantly, 
notifying him that he had ordered Ord's and Hurlbntfs divisiona 
npidly across to Pocahontas^ so as to strike the rebds in ibnk. 
On the morning of the 6th, General Old readied the Hatdiie 
Biver, at Davis^s bridge^ with four thousand men ; c ross e d over 
and encountered the retreating army, captured a battery and sev* 
enl hundred prisoners, dispereing the rebel advance^ and forcing 
the main edimm to make awide drouit by the sooth in orderto 
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fgnm tbs Hatchie River. Had General BoiecriiiH pnnned 
promptly, and been on the heels of this mass of confascd and 
routed men, Van Dorn's anny would surely have been utterly 
rnined ; as it wai^ Van Dom regained Holly Springs somewhat 
demoralized. 

Gfenersl Rosecrans did not begin his pursuit till the next 
morning, the 5th, and it was then too late. General Grant 
was again displeased with him, and nem became fully reooop 
oiled. General Rosecrans was soon after relievedi and trans- 
ferred to the Army of the Cumberland, in Tennessee, of which 
he afterward obtained the eommand, in place of General BueU, 
who was removed. 

The effect of the battle of Corinth was Tery great It was, 
indeed, a decisive blow to the Confederate cause in our quarter, 
and changed the whole aspect of afiairs in West Tennessee. 
From the timid defensive we were at once enabled to assume 
the bold offensive. In Memphis I could see its effects upon the 
citizens, and they openly admitted that thttr cause had sustained 
ft death'blow. But the rebel govenmient was then at its maxi- 
mum strength ; Van Dom was reenforced, and very soon lieih 
tenant-General J. C. Peniberton arrived and assumed the com- 
mand, adopting for his line the Tallahatchie River, with aa 
advance-gnard along the Coldwatei and smaller detachments 
forward at Grand Junction and Hernando. General Grant, in 
like manner, was reenforced by new regiments. 

Out of those which were assigned to Memphis I oiganized 
two new brigades, and placed them under offioen who had 
gained sUU and ezperienqs during the pfe?iona «m^ign. 
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MBMPHIl TO ABKAVtAt FOIT* 

JULTy IMS, TO JAiniASTi 

Whkn we first entered Memphis, Julj 21, 1862, 1 found the 
place dead; no business doing, the stores closed, churches, 
schools, and every thing sliut up. The people were all more or 
less in synjpatliy with our enemies, and there was a strong proft- 
pect that the whole c-ivil population would Lecome a dead weight 
on our hands. Inasmuch as the Mississippi Kiver was then in our 
possession northward, and steatiihuats were freely plying with 
passengers and freight, I caused all the stores to he opened, 
churches, schools, theatres, and places of amusement, to be re- 
established, and very soon Memphis resumed its appearance of 
an active, busy, prosperous place. I also restored the mayor 
(whose name was Parks) and the city government to the per- 
fonnance of their public functione, aud required them to main- 
tain a gooil civil jK>lice. 

Up to that date neither CJongress nor the President had made 
any clear, well-delined rules touching the negro slaves, and the 
different generals had issued orders according to their own po- 
litical sentiments. Both Generals Halleck and Grant regarded 
the slave as still a slave, only that the labor of the slave belonged 
to his owner, if faithful to the Union, or to the United States, 
if the master had taken up arms against the Goverament, or ad 
hered to the fortunes of the rebellion. Therefore, in Memphis, 
we received all fugitives, ]»iit them to work on the fortifications, 
supplied them with food and clothing, and reserved the (piestion 
of pAjment of wages for future dccisioa. No foroe waa allowed 
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to be used to reatore a fugitive slave to his master in anj event; 
bat if the master proved his loyalty, he was vsaaUypeimitted to 
see his slave, and, if he could persuade him to return homey it 
ma permitted. Cbttoii, also, was a fruitful subjeot of oonteo 
Teiqr. The Secretary of the Treasniy, Mr. Ghase^ was ez 
tremely anxious at that partioular time to promote the purchase 
of cotton, becaiue esch bale was worth, in gold, about three hun- 
dred doUars, and answered the purpose of coin in our foreign 
ezchangea. He therefore encouraged the trade, bo that hundreds 
of greedy speculators flocked down the MisBifisippi, and resorted 
to aU sorts of measures to obtain cotton from the interior, oftso 
pmrohasing it from negroes who did not own it, Imt who knew 
where it was concealed. This whole business was taken from 
the jurisdiction of the militaiy, and oommitted to Treasoiy 
agents appointed by Mr. Chase. 

Other qnestiona absorbed the attention of militaiy eom- 
manden; and by way of illustration I here insert a lew letters 
from my "letterbook," wbieh oontaina hundreds on lunllar 




HBAnqnonBS Futh Dmnov, I 
MsxFHia, Tnoamn, Aufvd 11, IMl ) 

Mm, B. P. Chabk, Secretary pf ih» Trtasury. 

Sis: Toar letter of Augiut 2d, just received, iuvitea my diMiutioB of ths 
cotton question. 

I wiU writs plainly anddowlj, beoaiiM I knaw yon have no tima to Us- 
ten to trifles. ThUis no trifle; whin out nation to at war with sBollHridl 

tilt people of the one are enemies of the other: then the rules are ptoiD and 
ensy of understanding. Most unfortunately, the war in which are now 
engaged has been complicated with the belief on the one hand that all on 
the other are not enemies. It would have been better if, at the outset, this 
mistake had not been made, and it to wrong longer to be misled by it. The 
QonniBitat of tho Unitod States may now safely proeead an tho jia/jn 
mla that aU in the Sooth ors enemies of all in iha Korth; and not only are 
fbay nnfrtoodly, but all who can procure arms now bear them as orgaaiaad 
regiments, or as guerrillas. There is not a Rnrrison in Tennessee where a 
man can go bevtiud the sipht nf the tlag-staff without being shot or captured. 
It so happened that these people had cotton, and, whenever thej appre> 
bended our large armies would move, they destroyed the cotton in the 
baltof tbal»or coone^ wa wonldaeiaalti aadoonfirtttto oomat. Th^ 
did ast and oaald not dnam that wawoeld pay BMB^rivit^ IthadbsM 
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condemned to destruction by their own acknowledged government, and 
was therefore lost to their people; and could Lave been, without ii^ustice, 
taken by db, and sout awaj, either as abaolute prize of war, or for fa tore 
Mmpeointloo. Bnttlw oommwobl mtaiprlM of the J«we moii dltoovwed 
that ton oento would boy a pound of cotton behind <rar arm j; that four oeali 
woold take it to Boston, where they could receive thirty cents in gold. 
The bait was too toinj)ting, and it spread like fire, when here tliey discovered 
that salt, bacon, powder, tire-arms, percussion -caps, etc., etc., were worth 
as much as gold ; and, strange to say, this traiho was nut only permitted, bat 
•neouraged. Befora wt in fha intaiior omild know it, hundreds, yea ilion* 
■anda of bonreli (rf aalt tndmflUooa of doOan had been <tiabaned; and' I 
have no doabt that Bragg's army at Tupelo, and Van Dom*8 at Yidcsborg^ 
leoeiTed enough salt to make bacon, without which they could not have 
moved their armies in mass; and that from ton to twenty thousand fresh 
arms, and a dne supply of cartridges, have al^o been got, I am equally satisfied. 
As soon as I got to Memphis, having seen the etfect in the interior, I ordered 
(only as to my own oonunan^ that gold, silver, and Treasury notes, were 
eontnbendof war, and ahoold not go into the interior, where aU wereboetile. 
It ia Idle to talk about Union men here : many want peeee, and liMr war and 
its results ; but all prefer a Southern, independent government, and are fight- 
ing or working for it. Every gold dollar that was spent for cotton, was sent 
to the seaboard, to be exchanged for bank-notes and Coufederute scrip, which 
will boy goods here, and are taken in ordinary transactions. I therefore re« 
qnired eotton to be paid tor hi aoeh notee, by an obligation to pay at the end 
ti the war, or by a depodt of the priee tai the handa of a troetoe, vis., tiie 
United Btatea Qnartemaater. Under theee mlee eotton ia being obtained 
about as fast as by any other procesa, and yet the enemy receives no " aid or 
comfort." Under the "gold" rule, the country people who had concealed 
their cotton from the burners, and who openly scorned our greenbacks, were 
willing enough to take Tennessee money, which will bay their groceriee; 
tut now tiiat the trade ia to 1>e enoooraged, and gold paid out, I admit that 
eotton wiUbeaeotittlqr ooropeneoeoiei^ who ean main batter nae of gold 
fiian they oan of their hidden balea of eotton. 

I may not appreciate the foreign aspect of the question, but my views on 
this may be ventured. If England ever threatens war because we don't 
funaish her cotton, tell her plainly if she can't employ and feed her own 
people, to send them here, where they eannot on^ earn an honeat living^ 
hnt aoon aeonre indqiendenoe by moderate labor. We are not boond to 
ftuniah her eotton. She lies more reason to fight the South for Iramhig 
that cotton, than na for not shipping it. To aid the South on this ground 
would be hypocrisy which tlie world would detect at once. Let her 
make her ultimatum, and there are enough generous minds in Europe that 
will oounberaot her in the balance. Of coarse her motive is to cripple a 



Digitized by Google 



296 



MSMFHIB TO ACTAwaiA f08T. [lM»-*iS. 



power that rivals her in oommerce and mannfactarea, that threatenes even 
to Qtarp her historj. In twenty more years of prosperity, it will reqaire 
A doee oaloulation to determine whether England, hw law nd hlstorj, 
diim for 0 home fho OontiiMiit ot Amerioa or the Ido of Britain. Th«ro> 
Jbre^ flnttigiiitnadeith-etniggtotoro i iitaiioe^ihowwiM toeatkoqnariil 
to destroy boUl parts in detail. 

Southern people know this full well, and will only accept the alliance 
of England in order to get arms and manufactures in exchange for their 
cotton. The Southern Confederacy will accept no other mediation, because 
•ho knows ML well that in Old England htr davM and daToiy will notivo 
no more enoooragement than in ilT^w England. 

France certainly doet not need oar cotton enough to dittorb hor oqoi* 
librium, and her mediation wonld be enUtled to a more respectful consid- 
eration than on the part of her present ally. But I feel assured tlie French 
will not encournge rebellion and secession anywhere as a political doctrine. 
Certainly all the German states must be our ardent friends ; and, in c&^q of 
■nopMtt intorvontion, they oonld not bo k«pt down. ' 

Wifli grttl liipMli joor obedlant Mrfinti 

W. T. flmifiw, J f ^ Mf O m tmL 



IfiipqniiTMH AiiH DmsioiT, Abkt ovnaUBnaan* t 

Ulr.X. 6. PunomoMl §A$n, PSIfsMonf In MmpMit SigntnU •PtUHom, 
QMHttMUEBt Ihavo thii mooMnt reoeiTod yoor oomnmniMtioQ, and aa> 
lore jon that it grieves my heart thus to be the instnunant ci adding to the 
eeemlng cruelty and hardship of this unnatural war. 

On my arrival here, I found ray predecessor (General Ilovey) had issued 
an order permitting the departure south of ull persons subject to the con- 
•oript law of the Southern Oonfederacj. Many applications have been made 
to me to modify tide wder, bnt I regarded it ae a condition precedent bj 
which I waa bonnd in honor, and therefore I have made no changea or mod 
iflcatiotta; nor shall I determine what action I shall adopt in relation to 
persons unfriendly to our cause who remain after tho time limited by Gen- 
eral Hovey's order has expired. It is now sunset, and all who Iiavo not 
availed themselves of General llovey's authority, and who remain in Mem- 
phis, are supposed to be loyal and true men. 

I win only aaj that I cannot allow the peraonal oonvenienoe of even a 
large dam of ladiea to inflnoioe me in my determination to make IfempLia 
a safe place of operations for an army, and all people who are unfriendly 
ahonld forthwith prepare to depart in enoh direction aa I maj hereaAei 
indicate. 

Bnigeona are not liable to be mode prisonera of war, but tliey thoold no< 
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niide within the lines of an armj wUoli thtj Ngatd M hottUt. TIm rfta* 
•tloil would be too delicate. 

I m, with great re^teoti joar obedient servant, 

W. T. SuKRMAV, Major-QmrnmL 

BsAOQUiUITKIU, MSMPBU, Miif M, IMI, 

SiuvKL Sawtsb, E$q,f Editor Union Appeal^ Memphis. 

Dear Sir : It is well I should come to an anderstnnding at once with the 
press as well as the people of Memphis, which I am or(lere<l to command ; 
which means, to control for the interest, welfare, and glory of the tehoU 
Qovenunwt of the United States. 

Penonalitiee in a newspaper §n wrong and erfaninaL Tbos^ Uunigb yon 
meant to be oomplimentary in joor aketeh of my eareer, yon maka mora 
than a dosen mistalces of fact, which I need not correct, as I don't desire 
my biogTflphy to bo written till I am dead. It is enough for the world to 
know thiit 1 live and am a soldier, bound to obey the orders of my superiors, 
the laws of my country, and to venerate its Constitution ; and that, when 
discretion is given me^ I shall exercise it wisely and account to my superiors. 

I tagard yoor aitiele headed ** Olty Oonnoil— General Sherman and 
Ckdonel Slack,** as higUly indiscreet. Of coarse, no person who can jeopard- 
Ize the safety of Memphis can remain here, much less exercise public author* 
ity ; but I must take time, and be satisfied that injustice bo not done. 

If the parties named be the men you describe, the fact should not be 
pubhshed, to put thcin on their guard and thus to encourage their escape. 
The evidence ahonld be carefully coUeded, anthantieated, and Ihen plaoad 
in my handa^ Bnt yoor statement ot &cta ia entirely qnalilled, in my mind, 
and losea its force by your negligence of the vety simida ftota within your 
reach as to myself : I had been in the army six years in 1846 ; am not related 
by blood to any member of Lucas, Turner ct Co.; was associated with them 
in business six years (instead of two) ; am not colonel of the Fifteenth In- 
fantry, but of the Thirteenth. Your correction, this morning, of the ao- 
knowledged error aa to General Denyer and otbersi ia atiU errmieoaa. Oan- 
aral Morgan 1* Smith did not belong to my command at the battle of SU^ 
lob at all, but he was transferred to my division Jut befbre reaching Oorinth 
I mention these Acts in kindneaii to ahow yon how wrong it ia to apeak «l 
persons. 

I will attend to the judge, mayor. Boards of Aldermen, and policemen, 
all in good time. 

Use your infinenoa to reSatabUah syatam, order, gomnment Ton amy 
teat ea^ that no military commander la going to neglect internal saftty, at 
to gnard against external danger; but to do right requires time, and more 
patianoa than I ■anaUy poaaaaa. If 1 6nd the pteaaof MawjAianatnatad by 
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high principle and a iole devotion to their country, I will be their beat 
friend ; but, if I find them personal, abusiye, dealing in innuendoes and hinU 
It a bUnd wmUm, and looUng ta their own Mlfiih aggrandiseiiMiit and fjuna^ 
then dMj had bettar look out ; ftr I ngard Mieh pemwa aa gnatar cna- 
ndea to their country and to mankind than the men who, from a mistaken 
sense of State pride, havo taken up muskets, and fight na about aa hard aa 
we care about. In haete^ bat in kindness, yours, etc., 

Bbadqoaxtsbs Tnra Dmnov, I 

Jonr Fan, Jftyar ^MmpkUf prm t nt 

Sm: Toon of Jnlj 2ith is befbre me^ and hM reoeivad, ai al ifanilar 
papers ever will, my careful and most respeotAd eonslderation. I have the 
most unbounded respect fur the civil law, courts, and authorities, and shall 
do all in my power to restore them to their proper use, vii^ the protection 
of life, liberty, and property. 

Unfortunately, at this time, civil war previdlsin the land, and necessarily 
the mHitarj, for tfie tima being, must be rapeiior to the clfil anthorltj, but 
it doea not therefore destroy it. ObrU oonrta and executive offlcart ahoold 
■till axiat and perform dnties, withont which civil or municipal bodies would 
soon pass into disrespect — an end to be avoided. T am glad to find in Mem- 
phis a mayor and municipal authorities not only in existence, but in the oo- 
exercise of important functions, and I shall endeavor to restore one or 
more civil tribonals for the arbitration of contracts and ponishment of 
crimes, which the military have neither time nor inclination to interfire 
with. Among theae^ fifal in importsnoe la Iba maiatenanoa of order, 
peaoe^ and qnieti within the Jnrisdiction of Memphis. To insure this, I wHl 
keep a strong provost guard in the city, but will limit their duty to guarding 
public property held or claimed by the United States, and for the arrest and 
confinement of State priiM^ners and soldiers who are disorderly or improperly 
away from their raiments. This guard ong^t not to anreit citliena for dia* 
<Nrder or minor erimes. This should be done bj the eity poUoa. I under* 
stand that the city pdioa is too weak in numbers to accomplish this par* 
fectly, and I therefore recommend that the Oity Council at onoe take steps 
to incroaao this force to a number which, in their judgment, day and night 
can enforce your ordinancf3 as to peace, quiot, and order ; bo that any 
change in our military dispositions will not have a tendency to leave yoor 
people unguarded. I am willing to instmot the provost guard to asrisllba 
poUoa force wha^ aaj eomUnation is made too strong foot thsm to ovarooma ; 
but the city police should be strong enough for anj probable contingency. 
Tha cost of maintaining this police foroa must naoassarilj iSdl upoB all «M> 
una a%aitab|f . 
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I am not wiUing, nor do I think it good policy, for the olty anthoritiei 
to collect the taxes bolonging to the State and County, as you i ccommend ; 
for these would have to be refunded. Better meet the txpenses at once by 
a new tax on all interested. Therefore, if you, on cuusultatiun \v ith the 
proper munioipal body, will fhoM a good bill Ibr the InovMM of your poUoo 
fbreoi and fur nidng tho hmmmij meaiu for th^ mpport and inalii^ 
toUBoek I will approTO it and aid yon in the collection of the tax. Of 
eonrse, I cannot snggest how this tax should be laid, but I think that it 
shuuld be made nniforni on all interetta^ real eatate^ and penonal property, 
including money and merchandise. 

All who are protected should share the expenses in proportion to the 
laltrirti iimilvid, I am, with respect, your obodioit Mrfm^ 

T. Sdbuv, JCq^OiMral siwwaii d li^ 

BUDgCABTKBA FlTTH DlTUIOir, ) 

MucTHU, Au{fust 7, IMS. | 
Captain FrroB, AuUtant QuarUrmatt&rf JUmphu^ Tenne»$e$, 

Sir : The duties devolving on the quartermaster of this post, in addition 
to his legitimate functions, are very important and onerous, and I am ftdly 
aware that the task is more than should devolve on one man. I will en* 
daaTor to get yoa help in tba penon of ■oma oommlMiQiMd ofioer, and, if 
poMiUoi floa ondar bond, ai ha mint haadla large amoante of nuMMj tat 
tnut; but, for tha pteeeaA, wa matt azaonto the datiea fUUng to oar shara 
•S well as poHiUa. On the subject of vacant houses, General Grant's orders 
are: "Take possession of all vacant stores and houses in the city, and have 
them rented at reasonable rates; rent to bo i^aid monthly in advance. These 
buildings, with their tenants, can be turned over to proprietors on proof of 
loyalty; alto take charge of niah ai hara bean laaMd ovt bj didqyal 
ownani** 

I ondentand tiiat General Grant takai tha renti and profits of this dsM 

of real property under the rules and laws of war, and not under the confis- 
oation act of Congress ; thoreforo the question of title is not involved — 
simply the posses-sion, and the rents and profits of houses belonging to our 
enemiua, which are not vacant, we hold in trust for themor theQovernment, 
aocording to tha ftitnra decisions of the proper Iribaiialai 

Mr. MoDonald, joor chief agant in rentiBg and managing thia bailnai% 
eaUad on ma laat aToning and left with me written qnestion^ whidh it would 
take a volume to answer and a Webster to elucidate ; bat as we can only 
attempt plain, suh^^tantial justice, I will answer thaaa faaationt as well aal 
can, brielly and to the j>oint : 

Fint. When ground is owned by parties who have gone south, and 
hare leased tha gronnd to partiea now In the city who own the improTa> 
BUBtiw^fraaMt 
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Amwtr. The United StAtcs takes the rents da« tht ownar €# the land; 
doet not disturb the owner of the iraprovementfl. 

Second. When parties owning houses have gooe Boath, and the teoaat 
haa given his notes for the rent in advance t 

AtmMT, Notea are mare avtdanoa of the debt dna landlord. Tba tmaal 
paya tho rent to the qnartannaBter, who givea n bond of Indaamity againal 
the notes representing the debt for Um partioolar rent 

77iird. When tha tenant haa aipeodad aevaral montha* rant In lapalia 
on the house f 

Anfwer, Of coarse, allow all eaoh oredita on reasonable proof and 
showing. 

iWC&. inMntha ownar haa gona aoath, and partiaa hara hold Uaoa m 
tiia property and are oollaoting the rantato aatiafy their lianat 

Anticer. The rent of a house oan only be mort^iaged to a person in poe> 
aaasion. If a loyiU tenant be in possession and claim the rent from himself 
as duo to himself on some other <lebt, allow it ; but, if not in actual posses- 
sion of the property, rents are not good liens for a debt, but must be paid to 
the quartermaster. 

F^O^ Of partiaa daimiDg foreign protaotiont 

AnmMT, Many olahn fordgn proteotion who are not entitlad to tt. H 
tikej are foreign subjects residing for busineaain this country, they are en- 
titled to consideration and protection so long as they obey the laws of the 
country. If thoy occupy hoiwes belonging to absent rebels, they must pay 
rent to the (juartcrmuster. If they own property, they must oocupj it by 
themselves, tenants, or servaDts. 

Eighth, Whwi homes are ooonpiad and the ownar haa gona aooih, laatf>- 
ing an agent to ooUeot rent for hia benafitt 

Armcer, Rant must be paid to the quartermaster. No agent can ooUect 
and remit money south wirhout subjeotlng himaelf to arreet and trial fiir 
aiding and abetting the |)u!i!ic enemy. 

•Ninth. When houses are owned by loyal citizens, but are unoccupied? 
' iliMwer. 8ach should not be disturbed, but it would ba wall to advise 
them to have aoma aervant at tha honaa to ooenpy it. 

TWt When partiea who ooenpy the honaa are eraditota of tha owaar, 
who haa gone south ? 

Atifur^r. You only look to collection of resits. Any person who trane- 
mits money south is liable to arrest and trial for aiding and abetting the 
enemy ; but I do not think it our busineas to collect debts other than rents. 

Eleventh. When the parties who own the property have left the oity 
onder General noTay*a Order Na 1, bat are in tha Inunadiata naighhorhood, 
an <h^ plantatiooa t 

Answer. It makaa no dliferanoe where they are, so they are absent. 

IWaj^ Whan aofaUa pNparfy ia found in alona that araaloaed I 
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Armoer, Th* goodi ire seoaritj for the rent If tbe owner <rf tlM goodi 

prefers to remove the goods to paying rent, be can do so. 

Thirteenth. \fhm the owner livee in town, and refoeee to Uke the oeth 
of allegiance ? 

AnavB&r. If the hooae be ooonpied, it does not fall under tbe order. If 
Iho liOQM be Taoanli 11 doei. Tbt owner oenreeorerhlapropertjbjtakinf 
Am oath. 

All persons in Memphis reeiding within oar military lines are pnnmid 
to be loyal, good citizena, and may at any moment be called to serve on 
juries, posset eomitatus, or other civil service required by the Constitution 
and laws of our couatrj. Should they be caiitid upon to do such duty, 
vUoh woold require them to aokndwledge their allegianoe and eobordin^ 
Hon to the Oonetitation of the United Stotee, tt would then bo too Itte to 
refuse. 80 long as they remain qniet and confonn to tbeaa law% tbej are 
entitled to protection in their property and lives. 

We have nothing to do with confiscation. We only deal with possession, 
and therefore the necessity of a strict accountability, because the United 
States assumes the plac« of trustee, and muat account to the rightful owner 
fbr his property, rents, and profita. In doe aaaaon oonrte will be eetabliihed 
to azeento tite lawi^ Uia confieoation act indoded, when we will be ro- 
lieved of thia dntj and trust. Until that time, every opportunity should be 
given to the wavering and disloyal to return to their allegianoe to tha Oon- 
etitation of their birth or adoption. I am, eto^ 

W. T. Shrbmaw, 
Mt^or- Qmwral conmandinf» 




J f ^r g w i a wy Onaaw, OtfMi, MMmlppL 

Sni: Inporsaanoe of your request thatlahoold keep yoo advlaod of 
mattere of intereet here, in addition to the purely official mattera, I now 

write. 

I dispatched promptly the thirteen companies of cavalry, nine of Fourth 
Illinois, and four of Jb^ioventh Illiaois, to their respeotive destinations, 
punetnallj on the S8d iaataati atthoogh the order waa only raoelved on the 
tid. I raoalfod at the aame time^ from Oolonel Diekoy, the noUoo that 
the bridge over Hatohie waa bomod, and therefore I preecribed their wtdm 
of march tia Bolivar. They started at 12 m. of the 28d, and I have no 
news of them alnoe. Kone of tho oaTaliy ordered to me ia yet heard 
from. 

The guerrillas have deetroyed several bridges over Wolf Creek j one at 
Baleigh, on the road by whSoh I had preaorlbad trade and trarel to and 
from tha oity. I hato a itroog goard at the lower bridge orer Wolf Bireit 
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by which w« can reach the coantry to the north of that stream ; bat, aa 
the Oonfdderatea have burned their own bridges, I will hold them to mj 
order, and allow no trade over any other road than the one prescribed, 
ofiog the lower or 'Bandolph road H^ronrown ooiiTeiuenco. I am stiU 
MtiiM tiiora is no laiio foroe of nImIs anywhore in the nai^borliood. All 
tlM nsfy gonboata are balow except the St Looia, whioh lk» off tho city. 
When Commodore Davis passes down from Cairo, I will try to see hiniy 
and pet him to exchan?:e the St. liOuis for a fleeter boat not iron-clad ; one 
that can move up and down the river, to break up ferry-boat-s and canoes, 
and to prevent all passing across the river. Of course, in spite of all our 
oflbria, smuggling is oarrlod on. Wo oonarionally make hanla of dothing, 
gdd-laoe^ bQttooi» oto., bnt I am agUifled that aalt and anaa iro gol to 
tho interior somehow. I have addroaaed the Boafd of Trada a latter tm 
ttiia point, which will enable ns to control it better. 

Ton may have been troubled at hearing reports of dmnkennees here. 
There was some alter pay-day, but generally all is as quiet and orderlj 
as possible. I traverse the city every day and night, and assert that Mem- 
phia ia and haa bata aaoidarij adtyaa St. Looia, Ofauinnati, or Nov Tork. 

Baforo tho dtj anthoritiea nodertook to Uoenae aaloona, there waa aa 
nmeh whiakey here aa now, and it woald take all my command aa enatom* 
bonae inspectors, to break open all the parcels and packages containing , 
liquor. I can destroy all groggeriea and abopa where addiera get liqaor 
Just as we would in St. Louis. 

The newspapers are accusing me of cruelty to the aiok; aa base a 
charge aa waa erer made. I wodd not let the Sanitary Oommittee oerry 
off a boat4oad of alok| beeanae I have no right to. We bare good boapltala 
here, and plenty of them. Oar regimental hoepitala are in the camps of the 
men, and the sick do much better there than in the general hospitals; ao 
aay my division surgeon and tho rei?i mental surgeons. The civilian doctors 
would, if permitted, take awiiy our entire connnand. General Cnrtis sends 
his sick up here, but usually uo uurses ; and it is not right that nnrsea 
ahonld be talnn from nqr omnmaad for bia aiok. I lUnk lhat, vhan ve 
are endeaToring to ralaa aoldiera and to-inatmet then, 11 It bad poliay to 
keep them at boqiltala aa attendants and noraea. 

I aend yon Dr. Derby'a acknowledgment that he gave the leare of ab* 
sence of which he was charged. I have placed him in arrest, in obedience 
to General llsUieck's orders, but ho remaina in charge of the Overton Hoa- 
pital, which is not fall of patients. 

The State Hbapitalitooia not fall, and I eaanot imagine what Dr> Party 
wanti with the Female Aeademy OB Yanoe Street I will oeebfan again, and 
now that he is the chief at OTerton Hoapital, I think he will not want tiie 
academy. Still, if he does, onder your orders I will cause it to be Taoated 
by the ddldren and Siatera of Merey. Ihaj hare jaat adTertiaed foi 
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Bora BohoIarSf and will be sadlj disappointed. If; howerer, tlili balldiag 
or any other be needed for a hospital, it most be taken ; but reallj, in my 
heart, I do not see what possiblo chance there is, under present oircam- 
•tancM, of filling witii patienta the two large hospitals dow in use, besides 
the one adced fiir. I nugr, however, l>e mistakeii in the partioular boilding 
Mked for hj J>r» Derbj, iiid will go mTtelf to mo. 

The fort it progrening well, Otptain Jenn^ hftrlng arrlTod. fflztoM 
hevrj gam are received, with a large amount of shot and shell, but ths 
platforms are not yet ready ; still, if occasion should arise for ditpatch, I 
can put a larger force to work. Captiin Prime, when here, advised that 
the work should proceed regularlj uuder the proper engineer offioert and 
labom I am, etc., 



RmADvajuKtmaB Fnm Dumam. I 
llnnn% Tinnssn, Aylanlip 4| iMa I 

(MmmI J. 0. KEBttm^ JmbUmt A^vtant'Gmiml, fftadfuarUn ^ O* 

DiAB Oolovsl: Fleaae acknowledge to the mi^jor-general oonunanding 
tibonoeiptby mo of his letter, and convejtohim rayuaiirinoeatball hsv* 

promptly modified my first in^itrt'.ctions about cotton, so as to conform t-o 
his orders. Trade in cotton is now free, but in all else I endeavor »u to 
control it that the enemy shall receive no contraband goods, or any aid 
or comfort; still I fed sure that the ofiSoers of steamboat! are sadlj 
tonpted by high prioea to land aalt and otber probibited artfelea at waj- 
poinfea aloBg the rlrw. Thla, too, tn time will be ohaokad. 

All seems wcU bare and hereabout ; no large body of tha aDemy witUn 
striking distance. A force of about two thf)u«and cavalry passed throngih 
Grand Junction north last Friday, and fell on a detachment of the Bolivar 
army at Middleburg, the result of which is doubtless reported to yon. Ai 
soon as I heard of the movement, 1 dispatched a foroa to tfia aov&aaal by 
way of dlTeraloii, and am aatiafled that the aoemy'a faifintry and artfllary 
All ba«ik In oi»aaq|iMiwa behind tiia Tanahatehie. 

The weather is very hot, country very dry, and dnst as bad as possible 
I hold my two divisions ready, with th^ original complement of trana 
portation, for field service. 

Of course all things must now dapand on events in front of Washington 
and in Kentucky. 

The gnnboat Eaalport and Ibor tranaporta loaded with priaonara of ww 
daatinad for Yiefcaborg hava been lying before ICemphia far two dagr% bat 
are now steaming np to resume their voyage. 

Oar tort p re g w aaw wall, bnt onr gana ara not yet mounted. Thaangl- 
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MCn are now shaping the hiinquette to receiye plAtf<»m I MpMt dip 
ti^ Prime from Corinth in two or thrcu dajt. 

I am, with great respect, yonre, 

W. T. Sbjckman, Major- GeMral coumandim§. 



Jilftr MMk 

Sib: Yonr comroeato OH fho reoent orders of GeneraU Halleok and 

MoCIellan afford the ocrasion appropriate for me to make pablio the fact 
that there is a law of Congress, a^ oki as our Government itself, bat 
rednacted on the 10th uf April, 1806, und in force ever since. That law 
reada: 

«• All offioort and toldiera are to ImIiato tlwiBMlTM ordariy fai qotilMi 
and on the maroh; and whoever ahall commit any waste or tpoil, either In 
walkaof treea, park<i, warrens, fish-ponds, hoiHoa and gardens, cornfieldai 

Inrlofinreg or iiK-adow;*. or shall maliciously destroy any property whatever 
belonu'in;,' to the inliabitants of the United States, unless hy order of the 
commander-in-chief uf the armies of said United States, shall (besides saoh 
penalties as thej an Hable to bj law) be poniihed aooording to tlm naftnt 
and degree of theoflRniati bjthe jadgmentof a gannral or n^mental oonrt* 
martiaL'' 

Bach is tlie law of Oongress; and the orders of the commander-in-chief 
are, that officers or soldiers convicted of stra^j^Ung and pillaging shall be 
pnnished with death. Those orders have not como to ine ofBcially, but I 
have seen theiu in newspapers, and am satisHed that they express the de> 
termination of the oommander-in'Ohiefc Straggling and pillaging hare ever 
been great ndtitary orimea; and every officer and aoldier in my oommand 
knows what stress I have laid upon them, and that, so far aa in my power 
Uei^ I will pnnish them to the full extent of the law and orders. 

ITie law is one thing, the execution of the law another. God himself 
has commauilod : "Thou shalt not kill," "thou shalt not steal," "thou 
ahalt not covet ttiy neighbor's goods," etc. Will any one say theae things 
iM not dona now aa well aa before theae laws were nnnonneed at Sinait 
I admit the law to be that **no offloer or soldier of the United Statee shall 
commit waate or destmotion of cornfields, orchards, potato-patches, or any 
kind of pillaii^o on the property of friend or foe near Memphis^** and thsil I 
stand prepared to execute the law as far as pn^mihle. 

No officer or soldier should enter the house or premises of any peace- 
able citizen, no matter what his polities, unless on business; and no saoh 
olBoar or soldier ean Ibroa an entranoe nnless he have n written order from 
ft oommanding oflker or provost-marshal, whioh written anthority mnsi be 
Mhlblted If demandad. WhsB proptrty snoh at ibrags^ bnflding or othat 
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materials are needed by the United States, a receipt will be given by th« 
officer taking them, which receipt should be presented to the qaartermaater, 
who win •abftttnto iberafor a regular vonoher, to be paid aooording to tho 
droonuteaoM of the oaso. If the offieer refose to give eneh reeelpti the 
etttsen majr ititfy infer that the property b wrongfully taken, aiid he 
ahoold, for hia own proteotion, ascertain the namOf rank, «nd reginMUfc 9i 
the officer, and report him in writing. If any soldier commits waste cr 
destruction, the person whose i)roperty is thus wasted must find out the 
name, company, and regiment of the actual transgressor. In order to 
pmiUi there moel he a trial, and there mnst bo teetf mony. It ii not inf- 
fideBt that a general aoeaaation be made, that aoldierB are doing tUa or 
tliaL I eanaot puntah my whole ooounaiid, or a whole battalion, beoanae 
one or two bad addieia do wrong. The prndabment must reach the per- 
petrators, and no r>ne can identify them as well as the party who is in- 
terested. The Stiite of Tennessee does not hold itself responsible for acts of 
larceny committed by her citizens, nor does the United States or any other 
nation. Theae are indlTidaa! aota d wrong, and pnniahment ea& only be 
InlHeted on the wrong-doer. I know the diffioolty of Identlfyinf partienlar 
aoldiers, bat diffionltiea do not alter the Importanoe of prineipleeof Jurtioe. 
They should stimulate the partiee to Inoreaae their efforta to find oat the 
actual perpetrators of the crime. 

Colonels of regiments and commanders of corps are liable to severe 
pnniahment fur permitting their men to leave their camps to oouiinit waste 
or deatmotion; bat I know Ibll well that many of the acta attribnted to 
aolfflera are eommitted bj oltlaena and negroea^ and areoharged to aoldiera 
beoanae of a deaire to find fault with them ; bat thb only reacts upon the 
community and increases the mischief. While every officer would willingly 
follow up an accusation against any one or more of his men whose names 
or description were given immediately aft« r the di.^eovery of the act, he 
would naturally resent any general charge against his good men, for the 
erfaidnal oondnot of a few bad onea. 

I have examined Into many of the oaaea of oomplaint made In thia gea- 
enl way, and have felt mortified that our aoldiera ahould do acta which are 
nothing more or less than stealing, but I was powerless without some clew 
whereby to reach the rightful party. I know that the preat mans of our 
soldiers would scorn to steal or commit crimo, and I will not therefore 
entertain vague and general complaints, but stand prepared always to 
follow np any reaaonaUe complauit when the charge ia definite and the 
aamee of witneMea fttmiabed. 

I know, moreover, in some instances wlien oar soldiers are comj)lained 
ofi that they have been insulted by sneering remarks about " Yankees,** 
"Northern barbarians," "Lincoln's hirelings," etc. People who use such 
language must seek redress through some one else, for I will not tolerate in- 
20 
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■nlU to our country or cause. When peojjle forget their obligations to a 
Ck>vernmeDt that made them respected among the nations of the earth, and 
speak ooDtemptaoodj of the flag whkh itflM dlont anbtoin of fhat ooontry, 
IwillnotgoootofmywAytoprotookthomortlidrpnqper^. IwfllpaBidi 
the soldiers for trespass or waste if adjudged by a oourt-martia]) becausa 
thoy disobey orders; but soldiers are men and citizens as well as soldieri, 
and should promptly resent any insult to their country, come from what 
quarter it maj. I mention this phase becauue it is too oommon. Insult to 
a soldier does not jostuy pillage, but it takes from the ofl9oer the dia- 
poaltlim he vonld oCbanrlae M to IbDow up tho inqniry and pnnlih the 
wrong^oen. 

Agidn, armies in motion or stationary must commit some waste. Flankers 
must let down fences and cross fields; and, when an attack is contemplated 
or apprehended, a command will naturally clear the ground of houses, 
fences, and trees. This is waste, but is the natural consequence of war, 
ehargeable on those who caused the war. So in fortifying 4i plaoe, dweD* 
iBg>hoiiaaa nmat be taken, materlala naad, oven waatad, and great damage 
done^ wbieh In the end may prove aeateML Tbia^ Umh ia an eipenae sal 
ehargeable to us, but to those who made the war ; and ganeraUy war ia 
destmotion and nothing else. 

We must bear this in niind, that however peaceful things look, we 
are really at tear; and much that looks like waste or destmotion is only 
the removal of objects that obatmet oar fire, or wonld aflbrd eorer to an 

TUa dam of waste moat be dlitfaigaiihed from the wanton waste oom- 
mitted by armj-stragglers, wUoh k wrong, and can be poniahad by the 
death-panaUy if proper testimony can be prodnoed. 

Yonrs, etc., 

W. T. fiHJCBMAif, Miyor-Otnmral e^mamdin§. 

Satisfied that, in the progress of the war, Memphis would 
become an important depot, I pushed forward the constrnctioil 
©f Fort Piclcering, kept most of the troops in camps back of 
the city, and my own headquarters remained in tents on the 
edge of the city, near Mr. Moon's house, imtil, on the approach 
of winter, Mrs. Sherman came down with the children to visit 
me, wlien I took a house nearer tlie fort. 

All this time battalion and brigade drills were enforced, 
so that, when the season approached for active operations 
farther south, I had my division in the best possible onler, 
nnd about the 1st of November it was composed as follows : 
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SriffoUt Brlgadier-Q«Mn] X. L. 8Mm.^Blglilli lOHoiirl, Goto* 
mIO. A. Smith; Sixth Mlasonri, Oolonel Peter E. Bland; One Hnndrel 
«nd Thirteenth Illinois, Oolonel George B. Hoge ; Fiftj-fonrth Ohio, Oolo* 
oel T. Eilhy Smith; Ontt fiondMd and Tvantieth Illinois Oolanal Q. W* 

McKeaig. 

Second Brigade^ Culonel Joiui Adaib MoDowsll. — Sixth Iowa, lieutea* 
uft-Ooloinl John IL Oon» ; Foitlalli Illinois OoIomI J. W. Booth; Forty- 
oiitli Ohio, OoUmmI a O. Waloatt; TUrtemai Uniftod StifeM Infiuil^ri 
Fint Battalion, Major D. Ohaae. 

Third Brigade, Brigadier-General J. W. Deitteb.— Fortj-eighth Ohio, 
Colonel P. J. Sullivan ; Fia^-third Ohio^ Oolonol W. S. Jodm; Soraifciolh 
Ohio, Colonel J. K. Cockerill. 

Fourth Brigade, Colonel Datid Stuabt. — Fifty-fifth Ulinuis, Culonel O. 
Ifalmharg; Fifty-teTtndi Ohio^ ColoiMl W. Mungen ; Eighty-thkd XndiaiMi 
Colonel B. Spooner ; One Hmidred end Sixteenth Illinoie» Oolonel THipper ; 
One Hundred and Twenty-seventh Illinois Lleotenent-Oolonel EMridge. 

Fifth Brigade, Colonel R. P. Buckland. — Seventy-second Ohio, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel D. W, 0. Loudon; Thirty-second Wisconsin, Colonel J. W. 
Howe; Ninety-third Indiana, Oolonel Thomaa; Ninetj-third HUnoii^ lin> 
Jor J. Fisher. 

SnbBeqnentlj) Brigadiei'-Geiifliil J. G. Tjanman arrived at 
Memphis, and I made up a sizth brigade, and organized these 
alx brigades into three divisions, under Brigadier-Generals M. 
L. Smith, J. W. Denver, and J. G. Tjamnnn. 

About the 17th of November I received an order from 
General Grant, dated — 

Meet me at Oolnmboa, Kentooky, on Thursday next. If joa hare a 
food map of the ooantry eonth of yon, take it op with yoo. 

IT. 0. Gbait, J f ^ r O mm mL 

1 started forthwith hjbont, and met General Grant, who had 
ratched Colnmbiu by the railroad from Jackson, Tennessee. lie 
explained to me thnt he proposed to move against Pembcrton, 
then intrenched on a line behind the Tallahatchie Kiver below 
Holly Springs ; that he wonld move on Holly Springs and Abber* 
ville, from Grand Junction ; that McPherson, with the troops at 
Corinth, wo^d aim to make junction with him at Holly Springs; 
end that he wanted me to leave in Memphii a proper garrison, 
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and to aim for the Tallahatchie, so as to come up on his right 
by a certain date. lie further said that his ultimate object 
was to capture Yicksburg, to open the navigation of the Mis- 
■issippi Eiver, and that General Halleck had authorized him to 
call on the troops in the Department of Arkansas, then com- 
manded by General S. R. Curtis, for cooperation. I suggested 
to him that if he would request General Curtis to send an expe- 
dition from some point on the ^Mississippi near Helena, then 
held in force, toward Grenada, to the rear of Peml)erton, it 
would alann him for the safety of his communications, and 
would assist us materially in the proposed attack on his front. 
He authorized me to send to the commanding officer at Helena 
a request to that effect, and, as soon as I reached Memphis, I 
dispatched my aide. Major McCoy, to Helena, who returned, 
bringing me a letter from General Frederick Steele, who had 
just reached Helena with Osterhaus's division, and who was 
temporarily in command. General Curtis having gone to St. 
Louis. This letter cont.ained the assurance that he " would send 
from Fnar's roiiit a large force under Brigadier-General A. P. 
Hovey in the direction of Grenada, aiming to reach the Talla- 
hatchie at Charleston, on the next Monday, Tuesday, or Wednes- 
day (December 1st) at furthest." My command was appointed 
to start on Wednesday, November 21th, and meantime IVfajor- 
General S. A. Hurlbut, having reported for duty, was assigned 
to the command of Memphis, with four laments of infantry 
one batter}' of artillery, two companies of Thielman's c*avalry 
and the certain prospect of soon receiTiiig a number of new 
laments, known to be m rout<e. 

I marched out of Memi)lii8 punctually with three small 
divisions, taking difTcrent roads till we approached the Talla- 
hatchie, when we converged on Wyatt to cross the river, there 
a bold, deep stream, with a newly-constructed fort behind. I 
had Grierson's Sixth Illinois Cavalry with me, and with it 
opened communication with General Grant when we were 
abreast of Holly Springs. We reached AVyatt on the 2d d ay of 
December without the least opposition, and there loarned that 
Femberton's whole army had fallen back to the Yalabiuh«| 
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oittr Gienada, id a great meaanre bj ream of llie exaggerated 
teports conoeming Uie Helena force, whidi had reached Ohaxlea- 
ton ; and some of General Hovej^a caTaby, under General Waab* 
bmm having struck the railroad in the neighborhood of Ooffe^ 
Tille^ naturally alarmed General Pemberton for the aafisly of hif 
«onimunicationa» and made him let go hie Tallahatchie line wftih 
all the forts which he had built at great cost in labor. We had 
to build a bridge at Wjatt, which consumed a couple of dayi^ 
and on the 5ih of December mj whole command was at College 
Hilly ten milea from Oxford, whence I reported to General 
Grant in Oxford. 

On the 8th I reodved the following letter : 

Oiiw».lliM— gti,i l liwwiiFa,i m M md^ 

Dbab GmaALS ThaftDoiiriagitaoopy of dltpatohJoatftetlTadfrm 
Vaabingtoa: 

Willi! iiw, n>Mwiir r, isMi-iaiii 

^mitral Qbavt: 

The oftptore of Gronadft may ehango oor plans in regard to Yloktbofg. 

Tou will move your troops as yon may deem best to accomplish the great 
object in riew. Yon will retain, till furtlier orders, all troops of General Gnr- 
tis now in juur department. Telegraph to General Allen in St. Louis for 
«U BteambMts you m ly require. Aik Porter to eoOpcrate. Telegraph 
what are yonr prssent plans. 

IL W. Halxsoic, Qeneral-iTi'Chi^, 

m 

I wish ynn wonld come over thin evening and stay to-night, or come in 
the morning. I would like to talk with you abont this matter. My notion 
is to send two divisions back to Alerophis, and tix upon a day when they 
ehould effect a lauding, and press from here with this conunand at the 
proper time to ooOperate^ If IdonotdotUsI winmoreoor ^vientforoi 
to Grenada, inoln^ng Steele*i, repairing road as wo pfoeeed, and estahHA 
a depot of provisions there. When a good ready is bad, to move immedi* 
ately on Jackson, MissisHippi, cutting loose from th6 fOid. Of tba tWO 
|>]anB I look most favorably on the former. 

Come OTer and we will talk this matter over. 
Yoors tmly, 

IT. 6. Gsaar, Miii$r'ffmtNtL 

I repaired at once to Oxford, and found General Grant 
is • large hoiiae with all hia ataff, and we diacoaaed eveiy po» 
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■ible chance. He explained to me that large reonforcemente 
had been promised, which would reach Memphis very soon, if 
not already there ; that the entire gunboat fleet, then under the 
command of Admiral D. D. Porter, would cooperate ; that wo 
could count on a full division from the troops at Uelena ; and 
lie believed that, by a prompt movement, I could make a lodg- 
ment up the Yazoo and capture Y icksburg from the rear ; that 
iti garrison was small, and he, at Oxford, would lo handle hit 
troops as to hold Pemberton away from Yicksburg. I also under- 
■tood that, if Pemberton should retr^t south, he would follow 
him up, and would expect to find me at the Yazoo River, if not 
inside of Yicksburg. I confess, at that moment I did not dream 
that Qeneral McClemand, or anybody else, was scheming for 
the mere honor of capturing Yickabnig. We knew at the time 
that General Butler had been reSnforoed by G^end Banks at 
New Orleans, and the latter was supposed to be working hi* 
way up-stream from New Orleans, while we were working down. 
That day General Grant dispatched to Gtenend TTAll^lf^ in 
Washington, as follows : 

Osrcn, Dmmtkm t, ISO. 

Major- General U. W. Hallbok, Washington, D. 0. : 

General Sherman will command the expedition down the MisalssippL 
He will have a foroe of about forty tboaaand men ; will land above Vicka- 
borg (up th« Taioo, if praotioable), and eat the lOiaiMlppi Oentral road and 
the read nmidiig eart from Yiekabnrg^ where tb^ eroM Blaek River. I 
will eoOpemte from here, Qjmovementt depending on those of the enemy. 
With the large cavalry force now at my coraTnand, T will be able to have 
them show themselves at ditiTerent pointaon the Tallahatchie and Yalabnsha; 
andf when an opportunity occurs, make a real attack. After cutting the 
two roads, Oeneral 8hennaii*i mofremeDta to seoore the end desired will 
■eesiiifUy be left to lits|iidgnMiiti 

I win oeeapy this road to OoOiMfObw 

n. & Qmuett X^tr OmwA 

I was shown this dispatcb before it was sent, and afterwaid 
tihe general draw np for me the following letter of instraotioint 
Id his own handwriting, which I now posMS : 



L iyiii^cd by Google 



ia«2-*f8.l MEMPHIS TO ARKANSAS POST. 



311 



HaAMAanm Tnarmmi Arar Cosn. I 

Okxkral : You will proceed with as little delay as practicable to Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, taking with you one division of your present command. 
On your arrival at Memphis you will assume oommand of all the troops 
there, and that portion of General Oortii^ tonm at preaent east of tbellto* 
rfasippi Uyer, tad oifaalia fhem into MgadM and ^Tialona In joor own 
way. 

As soon as possible move with them down the river to the vicinity of 
Vicksburg, and, with the coflperation of the gunboat fleet under command 
of Fiag-Offioer Porter, proceed to the reduction of that place in saoh man* 
Mr aadnmBMlanoei and yoar own Jndgment may dielato. 

TIm amount of ratfona, fiiraga, land tranaportatioii, ato., naoaamt to 
take, will bo left entirdy to yourself. 

The quartermaster in St. Louis will be instructed to send yon transpor- 
tation for thirty thousand men. Should you still find yourself deficient, 
yoor quarterrnivster will be authorized to makeup the defioienoj from fooh 
transports as may come into the port of Memphis. 

On irriTing in Memphis put yooradf in oomnnmloilioa wfA Adubil 
Porter, and artango with him for hia ooOporatioii. 

Inform me at tho oariieat praotioahio day of the time when yon will em- 
bark, and sQch plans as may then be matured. I will hold the forces hero 
in readiness to coSperate with yon in saoh mimn^r u the moromenta of tho 
enemy may make necessary. 

Leave the District of Memphis in the command of an efhcient officer 
md widi n garriaoa of torn regfanonta of infimtiy, tiie siege-guns, and what 
ovor osvalry foroo may bo thara. 

One regiment of infantry and at loaat A section of artUlery will also bo 
left at Friar's Point or Delta, to protect tho atona of the cavalry poat thai 
will bo loft tharo. Tonra tmly, 

U. S. Gbaht, MoQor-OeheroL 

I alao inaert here another letter, dated the 14fth inatant, aent 
afterward to me at Memphis, whidi oompletea all inatmetioiia 
leoeiTed hf me governing the firrt moirement against Yicfca* 
hmg: 

HBADarABTSBs DirABTiniirr or m Tswrnismi, I 
Oxromo, Misussim, D^M mhtr li, 1MI» f 

Mt^or-OtMralSmoKMAa^ 9ommanding^ ttc^ MemphU, Tennestes: 

I have not had one word from Grierson since he left, and am getting 
■naasy about him. I hope (Joneral Gorman will give yon no difficulty 
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about retaining tlia troopa on this ilda the rirw, and Steda to oonunaBd 

them. The twentj-one thousand men 70Q hwr% with tha twalTa thousand 
from Helena, will make a good force. The enemy are as yet on the Yala- 
basha. I am pusliing down on tliem slowly, but so a£ to keep up the im- 
pression of a ooQtiuuous move. I fuel particularly anxious to have the 
Helena oaTalry on thie nde of the river ; if not now, at least afttf j<m atari. 
If Qorman wlU send them, Instniet tiiem where to go and how to oonunii* 
oieate with me. My headquarters will probablj be in OoitevUle <nie week 
hence. lo the mean time I will order transportation, etc. ... It would 
be well if you could have two or three small boat« suitable for navigating 
the Yazoo. It may become necessary for me to look to that baae for iap« 
plies before we get through. . . . 

When we rode to Oxford from Ck>llege HOly there hap* 
pened e little dreiimstanoe whicb seemQ worthy of reooxd. 
'While General Van Dom had hia headquarters in Hollj 
Springs^ viz., in October, 1862, he was very ahort of the 00m- 
f orts and Inzoriee of life, and resorted to every possible device 
to draw from the abandant supplies in Memphis. He had no 
diffienlty whatever in getting spies into the town for infor 
nation, bnt he had trouble in getting bulky sapplies out throng^ 
our gnaxd% though sometimes I connived at his supplies of 
cigBrs, liqnon^ boots^ gloves, etc., for his individual use ; bnt 
medicines and laige supplies of all kinds were confiscated. 
If attempted to be passed out. As we rode that morning 
towaid Oxford, I observed in a fanoei's bam-yard a wagon 
that looked like a city furniture-wagon with springs We were 
always short of wagons, so I called the attention of the quar- 
termaster. Colonel J. Oondit Smith, saying, ** There is a good 
wagon ; go for it" He dropped out of the retinue wi^ an 
orderly, and after we had ridden a mile or so he overtook n% 
and I asked him, What luck 1" He answered, « All rights I 
have aecnred that wagon, and I alao got another," and explained 
that he had gone to the fsimer'a houae to inquire about the 
fomlture-wagon, when the &rmer aaid it did not belei^ to him, 
but to aome party in Hemphia, adding that In hia bam waa 
another belonging to the aame party. They went to the bain, 
and Utere found a handaome city hearae^ with pall and plumea 
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The farmer said thej had had a big faneral out of Memphis 
but whea it reached his house, the coffin was found to oontain 
a fiue afisortineat of medicines for the use of Van Dom's armj* 
Thus under the pretense of a first-class funeral, they had car* 
lied through our guards the very things we bad tried to pr&> 
vent It was a good trick, but diminifthed our respect for each 
pageants afterward. 

As soon as I was in possession of General Grant's instruo- 
tioDfl of December 8th, with a farther request that I sliould 
dispatch Colonel Grierson, with his cavalry, across by land to 
Helena, to notify General Steele of the general plan, I re- 
turned to College Hill, selected the division of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Morgan L. Smith to return with me to Mempliis ; started 
Grierson on his errand to Helena, and ordered Generals Denver 
and Lauman to re]X)rt to General Grant for further orders. 
We started back by the most direct route, reached Memphis 
bj noon of December 12th, and began immediately the prepanc 
tionfi for the Yicksburg movement. There I found two iiregn* 
lar divisions which had arrived at Memphis in my absence, com- 
manded respectively by Brigadier«G«ienil A. J. Smith and 
Brigadier-General George W. Morgan. These were designated 

First and Third Divisions, leaving the Seoond Division of 
Morgan L. Smith to retain its original name and number. 

I also sent orders, in the name of General Grant, to General 
Gorman, who meantime had replaced General Steele in com 
mand of Helena, in heu of the troops which had been east of 
the Mississippi and had returned, to make up a strong dividon 
to report to me on my way down. Tins dinsion was accord- 
ingly organized, and was commanded by BrigadierGeneral 
Frederick Steele, constituting my Fourth Division. 

Meantime a laige fleet of steamboats was assembling from 
St. Louis and Cairo, and Admiral Porter dropped down to Mem- 
phis with his whole gnnboat fleet, ready to cooperate in the 
movement The preparations were necessarily hasty in the 
extreme, but this was the oasonco of the whole plan, viz., to 
reach Yicksburg as it were by soxprise, while General Qiaol 
Md in dieds Femberton's anny about Grenadai leaving m 
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to contend only with the smaller garrison of Yicksburg and it» 
well-known strong batteries and defenses. On the I'Jth the 
Mcni})his troops were embarked, and steamed down to Helena^ 
where on (he 2l8t General Steele's division was also embarked; 
and on the 22d we were all rendesvoiiMd «t f mr'a Point, in 
the following order, viz. : 

Steamer Forest Qaften, geaeral headquarter^ and battalion Thirteenth 
United States Infantry. 

FSnt DMti§», Briga^ar-Oaneral A. J. SicmL— Steanan Ott Are, di- 
vUoa baadqnartara and eeeort ; Metropolitaii, 8lzUi Indiana; J. H. Diekax, 

Twenty-third Wisconsin ; J. 0. Snow, ffizteenth Indiana; Hiawatha, Hin^ 
ty-sizth Ohio ; J. S. Pringle, Sixtj-Beventh Indiana ; J. W. Cheeseman,. 
Ninth Kentucky; R. Campbell, Ninety -seventh Indiana; Duke of Ar- 
gyle, Seventy -seventh Illinois; City of Alton, One Hundred and Eighth 
and Forty-eighth Ohio ; City of Louisiana, Mercantile Battery ; Ohio Belle, 
Seventeenth Ohio Battery; CHtlaen, Eighty-third Ohio; Ohampion, ooaa* 
nlfliaiy-boat; Gaoeral Anderton, Ordnanea. 

S$C9ttd DMiion^ Brigadier-General M. L. Surrn.— Steamen QhanoeOor, 
headquarters, and Thielman's cavalry; Planet, One Hundred and Sixteenth 
Illinois; City of Mtiupliis, Batteries A and B (Missouri Artillery), Eighth 
Missouri, nnd section of Parrott gnns; Omaha, Fifty-seventh Ohio; Sioux 
City, Eighty-third Indiana; Spread Eagle, One Hundred and Twenty- 
taranth nnnoia; Ed. Walsh, Ona Hmidrad and TUrtacn^ niinois; Wert- 
moreland. Fifty-fifth I]linoi% haadqnartan Foorlh Brigade; Snany Souths 
Flftgr-fonrth Ohio; UnlTanak Slith IfiNoari; Bobwt Allan, oommlwafy- 
boat 

l^ird Dirmon, Brigadier-General G. W. Morqan. — Steamers Empress, 
division liead<iuui-tors ; Key West, One Hundred nnd Eighteenth Illincis; 
Sam Gaty, Sixty-ninth Indiana; Northerner, One Hundred and Twentieth 
OUo; Bella Paoria, headquarters Second Brigade, two oompanies Forty- 
ninth Ohio, and pontoona; IMa Vamon, Third KantodKj; War Eagla, 
Forty-ninth Indiana (eight companies), and Foster's battai7; Haniy tcd 
Phnl, headquarters Third Brigade, and eight companies Sixteenth Ohio; 
Fanny Bullitt, One Hundred and Fourteenth Ohio, and Lamphere's bat- 
tery; Crescent City, Twenty-second Kentucky and Fifty-fourth Indiana; 
Dcs Moines, Forty -second Ohio; Pembina, Lamphere^s and Stone's bat> 
lories ; Lady Jacbion, commissary-boat. 

iWM DMiion, Brigadlar-Ganeral Fbipmbc k Smu.— fltaamsn Oen* 
linsntsl, hasdqnsrtert, escort and battery 4 John J. Roe^ Fourth and Ninth 
Iowa; Nebraska, Th'rty-first Iowa; Key West, First Iowa Artillery; John 
Warosr, Thirteenth BUnois; Teonmsah, Twantj-sizth Iowa; Daeato^ 
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Twenty-eighth Iowa; Qaitman, Thirty-fourth Iowa; Kennett, Twenty- 
Binth MiB6ouri; Gladiator, Thirtieth Missoui; Isabella, Thirty-first Mis* 
tonri; B. G. Taylor, qa«rt0niiarta*a ikoret and taonei; 8iMk«r Stot* 
Thir^-Moond IDiMNiri; Dakota, ThM IGHOwi; Tvu, TwtUth ICiioiiii 
Emma, Seventeenth Missouri ; Adriatio, lint IflMOUi; Mttmtf StvtBlyw 
iizth Ohio; FoUr Star, Fifkj-oighth Ohiow 

M the aama tune wm commnnioited tho foUowing inftmo' 
tioiit: 

ffniiininiM BionWar«,TBiBnHm Akxt Cobm, I 
FoBxiT Qruor, Pinmiw tS. 1862. ) 

n Commanders of Divisions, Generoh F. Smu^ OlOMB W. MoMAX, A» 

J. Smtth, and M. L. Smith : 

"With this I hand to each of you a copy of a map, compiled from the 
beet sources, and which in the main is correct. It is the same used by Ad- 
miral Porter and myself. Complete military saooeas can only be accom- 
pHahed by udtad letion on aome ^aviaral j»2aii, omlmMiag vmiSij a large 
diatriet of eonntty. In tha praaent inatanoa^ oor ol^aot ia to aaooro tha 
navigation of the Mississippi Bivar and ita main brMMlia% and to hold than 
aa military cbannela of commnnication and for commercial purposes. Tlie 
river, above Vicksburp, has been gained by conquering the country to its 
rear, rendering its possession by onr enemy useless and unsafe to him, and 
of great value to oa. Bnt the enemy atill holda tha river from Vickaburg 
to Baton RongOi navigating it with Ua hoati^ and tha poaaaaskm of It ana- 
blea him to oonnaot hla oommonicationa and rontaa of anpply, aaat and 
west. To deprive him of this will be a severe blow, and, if done effectn 
ally, will be of great advantage to us, and prob;il)ly the most decisive act of 
the war. To accomplish this important result we are to act our part — an 
important one of the great voKoU. General Banks, with a large force, haa 
reCnforced General Butler in Louisiana, and from tliat qaarter an azpa- 
dMon, by watar and land, ia eomlng northward. G^nand Qranti wHh tho 
Thirtaantii Army Oorpi^ of whioh we oomposa tha right wing, ia mo^ng 
aonthward. The naval squadron (Admiral Porter) is operating with hia 
gonboat fleet by water, each in perfect harmony with the other. 

General Grant's left and centre were at last accounts n{)proacliiii^' the 
Talabtishn, near Grenada, and tlie railroad to liis rear, by wliich he drew 
his supplies, waa reported to ba aarlooaly damaged. TMa may diaconoafi 
him aomowhat, bnt only makaa mora important oor Una of operatlonn Ai 
tha Talahoaha Qanaral Orant may anoonnter the army of General Pember 
ton, the same which refused him hattU on the line of the Tallahatchie, 
which was strongly fortified ; biit, as he will not have time to fortify it, he 
will hardly itand there; and, in that event, General Orant will immediately 
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•dvance down the high ridge between the Big Black and Yazoo, and irlD 
«zpdct to meet us on the Yazoo and receive from as the supplies wbioli 
]ie needSf and which he knowi we oarrj along. Parte of this general plan 
are to eoOperato with the nttnl aqnadron in the rednotlon of Ybkabnif ; 
to aeoore poaieanon oi the land lying between the Yazoo and Big Blaok; 
eod to act in concert with General Grant against Pemberton's forceSi aop* 
posed to have Jackson, Mississippi, as a point of concentration. Vicksbntg 
is doubtless very stroiiglj fortified, both against the river and land aj*- 
proaches. Already tiie gunboats have secured the Yazoo up for twenty* 
three mileai to a fcwt on the Taaooat Hdnea*a Bluff; giving oi a ehoioe for 
• landing-plaoe at aome point ap the Taaoo below thiafort^ or on the Idand 
which lies between Vicksborg and the praaent oMMitii of dke-Taxoo. (Af 

nap [fj, 0, d], Johnson's plantation.) 

But, before any actual collision with the enemy, I purpose, after our 
whole land force is rendezvoused at Gaines's Landing, Arkansas, to proceed 
in order to Milliken*B Bend (a), and there diapatch a brigade, without wag- 
ooa or any Inoambranoea whatever, to the Yiekaboig A Shrereport Rail- 
road (at h and h\ to deatroy that elTeotiially, and to cut off that frnitfU 
•Tenaeof aapply ; then to proceed to the mouth of the Yazoo, and, after 
poaiaesing ourselves of the latest and most authentic information from naval 
officers now there, to land our whole force on the Mississippi side, and then 
to reach the point where the Vicksburg & Jackson Railroad crosses the 
Big Black (/); after whkli to attaok Yidkaburg by land^ whUe the gun- 
boato aaaail it by water. It mey be neoeaaary (loddng to Qrant*a 
proaohX before atraoking Vicksburg, to reduce the battery at EaiSnm^$Bhiff 
first, so as to enable some of the li;<;]iter gunboats and transports to ascend 
the Yazoo and commuuicaie with General Grant. The detailed mimnerof 
accomplishing all these results will be communicated in due season, and 
these general points are only made known at this time, that commanders 
may atady the nwpa^ and alao that in tiie OTont of non-reoeipt of ordera aU 
OMy act in perfect oonoert by following the general aaovementi onleaa 
epecially detached. 

You all now have the same map, so that no mistakes or confusion need 
result from ditTorent names of localities. All possible preparations as to 
wagons, provisions, axes, and intreuching-tools, should be made in advance, 
ao that when we do land there wlU be no want of them. When we begin 
to act on ahore^ we moat do the work quickly and eflbotnally. The gnB> 
boats under Admiral Porter will do their full sbare^ and I foel every aaaar* 
anoe that the army will not full ehort in its work. 

Divisitm coinniand-TH may read this to regimental commanders, and tax- 
uish brigade commanders a copy. They should also cause as many copies 
of the map to be made on the same scale as possiblCi being very oarefol ia 
copying the namea^ 
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Sir 



Tht pcialt marM 4 md g (AlUn*! tod Hbmit AIl»aiii) an «vitey|r 
aintagieal pointa tbat wQl figure in oor fiitura operatkna^ and Ihaaa poal- 
ttooaabonld bavell Hodiad. 

I anil witti great raapaol» joar obedient servant, 

W. T. SauMAX, Mtyor-Chittruk 

TheM f a a a ri pi^ bosti were ndminblj calonlated for Handling 
ttoopBy hones, guns, stores, etc., easy of embftrkation and dia- 
«inlMarkntio% and supplies of aQ kinds wm abnndant, except 
foflL For this we had to rely on wood, but most of the wood- 
yards, so oommon on the river before the war, had been ex- 
hausted, so that we had to nse fenoe-iails, old dead timber, the 
logs of honseS) etc. Haying abundance of men and plenty of 
axes, esch boat eonld daily proenre e supply. 

In proceeding down llie riyer, one or more of Admiral P<»^ 
tor's gunboats took the lead ; others were distributed throng^ 
out the cohmm, and some brought up the rear. We msnauyred 
bj divisions and brigades when in motion, and it was a magnifi- 
cent si^t as we thus steamed down the river. What few in- 
habitants remained at the plantations on the river-bank were 
un&ioidly, except the daves; some tiw guerrilla-parties in- 
fested the baakfl^ but did not dare to molest so strong a force as 
I then commanded. 

We reached IfiUiken's Bend on Ohristmas^laj, when I 
detached one brigade (Buriuidge's), of A. J. Smith's division, 
to the southwest, to Ineak np the railroad leading ^m 'Hbk^ 
buig toward Shreveport, Louisiana. Leaving A. J. Smith's 
division there to await the return of Burbridge, the remain- 
ing three divisions proceeded, on the 26th, to the mouth of 
the Tacoo^ and up that river to Johnson's plantation, thii^ 
teen mUes, and there disembarked — Steele's division above 
the mouth of CSiiokasaw Bayou, Morgan's divinon near the 
house of Johnson (which had been burned by the gunboats 
on a former occasion),«and IC. L. Smith's just below* A. J. 
Smith's division arrived the next night, and disembarked be- 
low that of H. L. Smith. The place cii our disembarkation was 
in fset an idand, separated from the high bluff known as Walnut 
HiUa^ <m whidi the town of Tusksburg stands, by a broad and 
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•hallow bayou — evddently an old channel of the Yazoa On onr 
right was another wide bayou, known as Old River; and on the 
left still another, much narrower, but too deep to be forded, 
known as Cliickasaw Bayou. All the ishnui was densely wooded, 
except Johnson's plantation, ini mediately on the bank of the 
Yazoo, and a series of old cotton-lields along Chickasaw Bayou. 
There was a road from Johnson's plantation directly to Vicks^ 
burg, but it crossed numerous bayous and deep swamps by 
bridges, which had been destroyed; and this road debouched 
on level ground at the foot of the Vicksburg bluff, opposite 
strong forts, well prepared and defended by lie;ivy artillery. On 
this road I directed General A. J. Smith's di\nsion, not bo mucli 
by way of a direct attack as a diversion and threat. 

Morgan was to move to his left, to reach Chickasaw Bayou, 
and to follow it toward the blulT, about four miles above 
A. J. Smith. Steele was on ^lorgairs left, across Chickasaw 
Bayou, and M. L. Snuth on Morgan's riglit. We met light re- 
sistance at all points, but skirmished, on the 27th, up to the 
main bayou, that separated our position from the bluffs of 
Vicksburg, which were found to be strong by nature and by art, 
and seemingly well defended. On reconnoitring the front in 
person, during the 27th and 28th, I became satisfied tliat Gen- 
eral A. J. Smith could not cross the intervening obstacles under 
the heavy fire of the forts immediately in his front, and that the 
main bayou was impassable, except at two points — one near the 
head of Chickasaw Bayou, in front of Morgan, and the other 
about a mile lower down, in front of M. L. Smith's division. 

During the general reconnoissance of the 28th Genend Mo]> 
gan L. Smith received a severe and dangerous wound in his hip, 
which completely disabled him and compelled him to go to his 
steamboat, leaving the command of his division to Brigadier- 
General D. Stuart ; but I drew a part of General A. J. Smith'i 
division, and tiiat general himself, to the point selected for 
passing the bayou, and committed tliat special task to his mm- 
agement. 

General Steele reported that it was physically impossible to 
reiMsh the blufb from hm position, so I ordered him to lmf% 
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but a show of force there, and to return to the west side of 
Chickasaw Bayou in support of General Morgan's left. IIo had 
to countermarch and use the steamboats in the Tazoo to get on 
the hrm ground on our side of the Chickasaw. 

On the morning of December 29th all the troops were ready 
and in position. The first step was to make a lodgment on the 
foot-hillt* and bluils abreast of our position, while diversions were 
made hy the navy toward Haines's Bluff, and by the first division 
directly toward Vicksburg. I estimated the enemy's forces, then 
etnmg from Vicksburg to Haines's Bluff, at fifteen thousand 
men, commanded by the rel>el Generals Martin Luther Smith 
and Stephen D. Lee. Aiming to reach firm ground beyond this 
bayou, and to leave as little time for our enemy to recnforce as 
possible, I detennined to make a show of attack along the whole 
front, but to break across the bayou at the two points named, 
and gave general orders accordingly. I pointed out to General 
Morgan the place where lie could pass the bayou, and he an- 
flwered, " General, in ten minutes after you give the signal I'll 
be on those hills." He was to lead his division in person, and 
was to be supported by Steele's division. The front was very 
narrow, and immediately opposite, at the base of the hills about 
three hundred yards from the bayou, was a rebel battery, sup- 
ported by an infantry force posted on the spurs of the hill 
behind. To draw attention from this, the real point of attack, 
I gave inBtructions to commence the attack at the flanks. 

I went in person about a mile to the right rear of Morgan's 
position, at a place convenient to receive reports from all 
other parts of the line ; and about noon of December 29th gave 
the orders and signal for the main attack. A heavy artillery-fire 
ojiened along our whole line, and was replied to by the rebel 
batteries, and soon the infantry-tire opened hea^^ly, especially on 
A. J. Smith's front, and in front of General George W. Morgan. 
One brigade (De Courcey's) of Morgan's troo})S crossed tlie bayou 
safely, but took to cover behind the bank, and could not be moved 
forward- JbVank Blair s brigade, of Steele's division, in support, 
also crofised the bayou, pjissed over the space of level ground 
to th» foot of tbo hills; but, being onsiipported by Moigany wl 
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nieetinfr a verv Buvtre cross-fire of artillery, ^vas stajrijered anci 
gradually fell back. Icavint]^ about five lumdrcd nieu behind, 
wounded and ])risuners ; among tliein Colonel Tlionias Fletelier, 
afterward (Governor of IMissouri. Part of Tliaver's briiraile 
took a wrong direction, and did not cross tlie bayou at :dl ; 
nor did General Morgan cross in jtcrson. This attiick f;iil<'d; 
and I have always felt that it was due to the failure of Gen- 
eral G. "W. Morgan to obey his orders, or to fulfill his promise 
made in person. Had he used with skill and boldness one 
of hifi brigades, in addition to that of Blair's, he could have 
made a lodgment on the bluff, which would have opened the 
door for our whole force to follow. Meantime the SLxth Mis- 
souri Infantry, at heavy loss, liad also crossed the bayou at the 
narrow passage lower down, but could not ascend the steep bank ; 
right over their heads was a rebel battery, whose fire was in a 
measure kept down by our sharpshooters (Thirteenth United 
States Infantry) posted behind logs, stumps, and trees, on our 
tide of the bayou. 

The men of the Sixth Missonri actually scooped out with 
their hands caves in the bank, which sheltered thcni against the 
fire of the enemy, who, right over their heads, held their mus- 
kets outside the parapet vertically, and fired <lo\vn So critical 
was the position, that we could not recall the men till after dark, 
and then one at a time. Our loss had been pretty lie^ivy, and we 
had accomplislied nothing, and had inflicted little loss on our 
enemy. At first I intended to renew the a^ault, but soon be- 
came satisfied that, the enemy's attention having been drawn to 
the only two practicable points, it would ])rove too costly, and 
accordingly resolved to look elsewhere for a point below Haines's 
Bluff, or Blake's plantation. That night I eonfcncd with Ad- 
miral Porter, who undertook to cover the lauding ; and the next 
day (Decend)er 30th) the boats were all selected, but so alannod 
were the captains and pilots, that we had to place sentinels with 
loaded muskets to insure their remaining at their posts. Under 
cover of night, Steele's division, and one brigade ^f Stuart's, 
were drawn out of line, and quietly embarked on steamboats 
in the Yasoo Biver. The night of December 30th was ap> 
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pointed for this force, under the coininand of General Fred 
Steele, to proi-ecd up the Yazoo just below Haines's Blufl^, 
there tu diseinbaik about daylight, and uialce a dash for the 
hills. Meiintinic wc had stivn«,'thened our positions near Chick- 
asaw Bayou, had all our guns in good po?ition with parapets, 
%iid had every thing ready to renew our attack as soon as we 
heard the sound of battle above. 

At midnight I left Admiral Porter on his gunboat ; he had 
bis licet ready and the night was propitious. I rode back to 
camp and gave ordei B for all to be ready by daybreak ; but when 
daylight came I received a note from (leneral Steele reporting 
that, before his boats had got up steam, the fog had settled down 
on the river so thick and impenetrable, that it wa.s simply im- 
possible to move ; BO the attemi)t had to be abandonetl. The 
fain, too, begim to fall, and the trees bore w'ater-marks ten feet 
above our heads, so that I became convinced that the i)art of wis- 
dom was to withdraw. 1 ordered the stores which had been 
landed to be recmbarked on the boats, and pr('{)arations made 
for all the troops to regain their proper boats during the night 
of the Ist of January, 18G3. From our camps at Chickasaw we 
conld hear the whistles of the trains arriving in Vicksburg, 
could see battalions of men marching u]) toward Haines's BluiT, 
and taking post at all ])oints in our front. 1 was more than con- 
Tinced that heavy reeiifurcements were coming to Vicksburg; 
whether from Femberton at Grenada, Bragg in Tennessee, or 
from other sources, I could not ti'll ; but at no point did the enemy 
aasome the offensive ; and wlien we drew off our rear-guard, on 
the morning of the 2d, they simply followed up the movement, 
timidly. Up to that moment 1 had not heard a word from 
General Grant since leaving Memj>his; and mo.^t assuredly I had 
listened for days for the sound of his guns in the direetiou of 
Yasoo City. On the moniing of January 2d, all my command 
were again afloat in tlieir proper ste;iml)oats, when Admiral Por- 
ter told me that General McClei-nand had arrived at the mouth 
of the Yazoo in the steamboat Tigr-ess, an«l that it was runjored 
he had come down to supersede me. Leaving my whole forc« 
where it was, I ran down to the mouth of the Yazoo in a email 
81 
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tng-boat, and there found General McClernand, with orders from 
the War Department to command tlie expeditionury force on 
the Mississippi River. I explained what had been done, and 
what was the actual state of facts; that the heavy recnfurco- 
ments ponring into Vicksburg must be Pemberton's army, and 
that G^eneral Grant must be near at hand. lie informed me 
that General Grant was not coming at all ; that his dL'})ot at 
iloUy Springs had been captured by Van Dorn, and that he 
had drawn back from Coffeeville and Oxford to Holly Sprino^a 
and Lagrange ; and, further, that Quinby's division of Grant's 
army was actually at Memphis for stores when he passed down. 
This, then, fully explained how Vicksburg was being recn- 
forced. I saw that any attempt on the place from the Yazoo 
was hopeless ; and, with General McClernand's full approval, 
we all came out of the Yazoo, and on the 3d of January ren- 
iezvonsed at Milliken's Bend, about ten miles alH>ve. On the 
Uh General McClernand issued his General Order No. 1, a^ 
suming command of the Army of the Mississippi, divided into 
two corps; the first to be commanded by General Morgan, 
composed of his own and A. J. Smith's divisions; and tho 
second, composed of Steele's and Stuart's divisions, to be com- 
manded by me. Up to that time the army had been styled the 
right wing of (General Grant's) Thirteenth Army Corps, and 
numbered about thirty thousand men. The aggregate loss dur 
ing the time of my command, mostly on the 2!)th of Deceml)e 
was one hundred and seventy-five killed, nine hundred and 
thirty wounded, and seven hundred and forty-three prisoners. 
According to Badeau, the rebels lost sixty-three killed, one 
hundred and thirty-four wounded, and ten pri8<jner8. 

It afterward transpired that Van Dom had captured Holly 
Springs on the 20th of December, and that General Grant fell 
back very soon after. General Pemberton, who had telegraphic 
and railroad communication with Vicksburg, was therefore at 
perfect liberty to reonforce the place with a gtirrison e(}ual, if 
not superior, to my command. The rebels held high, command- 
ing ground, and could see every movement of our men and lK)atA, 
BO that the only pcedble hope of Bucceat conaiBted in celeritj 
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MidaDrpri0e,and in General Gnmt's holding all of Pemberton's 
timj hard pressed meantime. Qeneral Grant was perfectly 
aware of this, and had sent me word of the change, but it did 
■Ot reach me in time ; indeed, I was not aware of it until after 
my assanlt of December 29th, and until the news was brought me 
by General McOlemand as related. General McClemand was 
appointed to this conmiand by President Lincoln in person, who 
had no knowledge of what was then going on down the river. 
Still, my relief, on the heels of a failora^ raised the usual cry, at 
the North, of repulse, failure, and bungling.'' There was no 
bungling on my part, for I never worked harder or with more 
intensity of purpose in my life; and General Grant, long after, 
in his report of the operations of the siege of Vicksburg, gave 
us all fuU credit for the skill of the movement, atid described 
the almost impregnable nature of the ground; and, although in 
all official reports I assumed the whole responsibility, I have 
ever felt that had General Morgan promptly and skillfully sus- 
tained the lead of Frank Blair's brigade on that day, we should 
have broken the rebel line, and efFectcd a lodgment on the hills 
behind Yicksburg. General Frank Blair was outspoken and 
indignant against Generals Moigan and De Courccy at the 
time, and always abused me for assuming the whole blame. 
Bat, had we iuooeeded, we might have found ourselves in a 
worse trap, wben General Pemberton was at full liberty to turn 
his whole foice against ns. 

WhOe I was engaged at Chickasaw Bayou, Admiral Porter 
was equally busy in the Yazoo River, threatening the enemy's 
bafttoiies at Haines's and Snyder's Bluffs above. In a sharp en- 
gagement he lost one of his best officers, in the person of Cap- 
tain Gwin, United States Navy, who, though on board an iron- 
clad, insi^ed on keeping his post on deck, where he was struck 
in the breast by a round shot, which carried away the muscle, 
and contused the lung within, from which he died a few days 
after. We of the army deplored his loss quite as much as his 
fellows of the navy, for he had been intimately associated with 
us in our previous operations on the Tennessee River, at Shiloh 
•ad abov% and we bad oome to regard him aa one of as. 
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On the 4th of Jannary, 1863, our fleet of transporta was 
collected at Hilliken's Bend, about ten miles above the month of 
the Yazoo^ Admiral Porter remaining with his gunboats at the 
Yaaoo. General Jolm A. HcClemand was in chief oommand, 
General George W. Morgan commanded the First Corps and I 
the Second Corps of the Army of the Mifisissippi. 

I had learned that a small steamboat, the Blue Wing, with 
a mail, towing coal-baiges and loaded with ammunition, had left 
Memphis for the Yazoo, about the 20th oi Deoembery had 
been captured by a rebel boat which had come out of the Ar- 
kansas Kiver, and had been carried np that river to Fort Hlnd^ 
man. We had reports from this fort, usually called the Post 
of Arkansas," about forty miles above the mouth, that it was 
held by abont Ave thousand rebels, was an Inclosed work, com- 
maiiiiiiig the passage of the river, but supposed to be easy of 
captmre from the rear. At that time I don't think General Mo* 
Oleniand had any definite views or plans of action. If so^ he 
did not impart them to me. He spoke in general terms of 
opening the navigation of the Mississippi^ "cutting his way to 
the sea," etc., etc, but the modm opmmdi was not so dear. 
Knowing full well that we oonld not carry on operations against 
Vicksbuig as long as the rebels held tiie Post of Arkansss^ 
whflooe to attack our boats coming and going without convoy, 
I visitad hhn on his boaty the Tigreesi took with me a boy 
who had been on the Blue "Wing^ and had escaped, and asked 
leave to go up the Arkansas, to dear out the Post He made 
various objections, but consented to go with me to see Admiral 
Porter about it We got up steam in the Forest Queen, dur* 
ing the mf^tA of Januaiy 4th, stopped at the Tigress, took 
General McOleniand on board, and proceeded down the river 
by ni^t to the admiral's boat, the Black Hawk, lying in 
the mouth of the Yacoo. It must have been near midni^t, 
and Admiral Porter was in diMbSle. We were seated in hia 
cabin and I ei^lained my views about Arkansas Post, and asked 
his cooperation. He said that he was short of coal, and could 
not use wood in his iron-dad boats. Of these I asked for two^ 
to be i*~""i*n4f^ 1^ Oiptain Shirk or Phelpsi or some officer 
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of my acquaintanco. At that moment, poor Qw\n i&y on hii 
bed, in a state-room close by, dying from the effect of the can- 
non shot received at Haines's iJluii, as hefora debcribed. Por- 
ter's manner to McClemand was so curt tliat I invited him out 
into a forward-cabin where he had his charts, and asked him 
what he meant by it. He said that "he did not like him;" 
that in Washington, before coming West, he had been intro- 
duced to him by President Lincoln, and he had taken a strong 
prejudice against him. I begged him, for the sake of hannony, 
to waive that, which he promised to do. Retiiniing to the cabin, 
the conversation was resumed, and, on our offering to tow his 
gunboats up the river to save coal, and on renewing the request 
for Shirk to command the detachment, Porter said, " Suppose I 
go along myself?" I answered, if he would do so, it would 
insure the success of the enterprige. At that time I supiwsed 
General McClemand would send me on tliis business, but he 
concluded to go himself, and to take his whole force. Orders 
were at once issued for the troops not to disembark at Milliken's 
Bend, but to remain as they were on Ixjard tlie transports. My 
two divisions were commanded — the First, by Brigadier-General 
Frederick Steele, with three bripides, commanded by Brigadier- 
Gtjnerals F. P. Blair, C. E. Uovuy, and J. M. Thayer ; the 
Second, by Bri;:::ulier-General D. Stuart, with two brigades, com- 
manded by Colonels G. A. Smith and T. Kilby Smith. 

The whole army, embarked on stciml^oats convoyed by the 
gonboats, of which three were iron-clads, proceeded up the 
Mississippi River to the mouth of Wliite River, which we 
reached January 8th. On the next day we continued up 
^V^lite River to the "Cut-off;" through this to the Arkan- 
Fas, and up the Arkansas to Notrib's farm, just below Fort 
Uindman. Earlv the next moming we disembarked. Stuart's 
division, moving up the river along the bank, soon encoim- 
tered a force of the enemy intrenched behind a line of earth- 
works, extending from the river across to the swamp. I took 
Steele's division, marching by the ffank by a load Uiioi]§;li 
the swamp to the linn ground behind, and was moving np to 
get to the reir of Foft Hindman, whan Qeneral MiyHiAinan^ 
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orertook me, with the report that the rebels had abandoned their 
first position, and had fallen back into the fort. By his orders, 
we countermarched, recrossed the swamp, and hurried forward 
to overtake Stuart, marching for Fort Hindman. The first line 
of the rebels was about four miles below Fort Hindman, and the 
intervening space was densely wooded and obscure, with the ex- 
ception of some old fields back of and close to the fort. During 
the night, which was a bright moonlight one, we reconnoitred 
close up, and found a large number of huts which had been 
abandoned, and the whole rebel force had fallen back into and 
about the fort. Personally I crept up to a stump so close that 
I could hear the enemy hard at work, pulling down houses, cut- 
ting with axes, and building intrenchmcnts, I could almost hear 
their words, and I was thus listening when, about 4 a. m. the 
bugler in the rebel camp sounded as pretty a reveille aa I ever 
listened to. 

When daylight broke it revealed to us a new line of para- 
pet straight across the peninsula, connecting Fort Hindman, 
on the Arkansas River bank, with the impassable swamp about 
a mile to its left or rear. Tliis peninsula was divided into two 
nearly equal parta by a road. My command had the ground to 
the right of the road, and Morgan's corps that to the left. Mo- 
Clemand had his quarters still on the Tigress, back at Notrib'i 
farm, but moved forward that morning (January 11th) to a 
place in the woods to our rear, where he had a man up a tree, 
to observe and report the movements. 

There was a general understanding with Admiral Porter 
that he was to attack the fort with his three ironclad gimboata 
directly by its water-front, while we assaulted by land in the 
rear. Alx)ut 10 a. m. I got a message from General McCler- 
nand, telling me where he could be found, and asking me what 
we were waiting for. I answered that we were then in close 
contact with the enemy, viz., about five or six hundred yarda 
off; that the next movement must be a direct assault ; that this 
sliould be simultaneous along the whole line ; and that I waa 
waiting to hear from the gunboats ; asking him to notify 
Admiral Porter that we were all ready. In about half an 
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hour I heard lihe dear ring of tbe naTj-guns ; the fire gnctn* 
ellj inereasmg in lapiditj tnd ad^anciDg toward the fort 1 
bad diatriboted our field-gmiB, and, when I judged tbe time 
had oome, I gave the ordefs to begin. 1h» intenrening ground 
between na and the enemy waa a dead level, with the exception 
of one or two amall gollieay and onr men had no cover but the 
few atanding treea and aome logs on the gronnd. The troopa 
advanced wdl nnder a heavy fin, <niee or twice falling to the 
ground for a aort of reat or panae. Every tree had its group of 
men, and behind each log waa a crowd of aharp-ahooters, who 
kept np ao hot a fire that the rebel troops fired wild. The fire 
of the fort proper waa kept busy by tlie gunboata and Moigan*a 
corps, 80 that all my corps had to encounter waa the direct fire 
fnm the newly-built parapet acroea the penlnaola. Thia line 
had three aectiona of field-guns, that kept things pretty lively, 
and aeveral round-ahot came ao near me that I realized that 
they were aimed at mj ataff ; ao I diamoanted, and made them 
a catt er. 

Aa tiie gunboata gol doaer np I aaw their flaga actually 
over the parapet of Fort Tfindman, and the rebel gnnnera. 
aeamper ont of the embraanxea and mn down into the ditdi b^ 
hind. About the aame time a man jumped up on the rebel 
parapet juat where the road entered, waving a large white flag, 
and nnmeroDB smaller white rags appeared above the parapet 
along the whole line. I immediately ordered, " Cease firing I " 
and sent the same word down the line to General Steele, who 
had made similar progress on the right, following the border of 
Jie swamp. I ordered my aide, Oolond Dayton, to jump on 
his horse and ride straight up to the laige white flag, and when 
his horse was on the parapet I followed with the rest of my 
staff. All firing had ceased, except an occasional shot away to 
the right, and one of the captains (Smith) id the Thirteenth 
Begnlars was wounded after tiiie display of the white flag. On 
entering the line, I saw that our muskets and guns had done 
good ezecntion ; for there was a horse-batteiy, and every hone 
lay dead in the traces. The fresh-made parapet had been 
knocked down in numy places, and dead men lay aronnd verv 
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thick. I inqoired who commanded at that point, and a Colone. 
Garland stepped np and Siiid that he commanded that brigade. 
I ordered him to form his brigade, stack anus, hang the beiti 
on the muskets, and stand waiting for orders. Stuai-t's division 
had been halted outside the parapet. I then sent Major Ham- 
mond down the rebel line to the right, with orders to stop 
Steele's diYision outside, and to have the other rebel brigitde 
stack its arms in like manner, and to await further orderB. 
I inquired of Colonel Garland who commanded in chief, and he 
said that General Chm-chill did, and that he was inside the fort* 
I then rode into the fort, which was well built, with good par> 
^pets, drawbridge, and ditch, and was an inclosed work of four 
bastions. 1 found it full of soldiers and sailors, its parapets 
toward the river well battered in, and Porter's gunboats in the 
river, close against the fort, with their bows on shore. I soon 
found General Churchill, in conversation with Admiral Porter 
and General A. J. Smith, and about this time my adjutant- 
general. Major J. H. Hammond, came and reported that Gen- 
eral Deshlcr, who commanded the rebel brigade facing and op- 
posed to Steele, had refused to stack arms and surrender, on 
the groand that he had received no orders from his com- 
manding general ; that nothing separated this brigade from 
Steele's men except the light parapet, and that there might be 
trouble there at any moment. I advised General Churchill to 
send orders at once, because a single shot might bring the whole 
of Steele's division on Deshler's brigade, and I would not be 
responsible for the eonsequences ; soon aftcnvard, we both ooii- 
eluded to go in person. General Churchill had the horses of 
himself and stall in the ditch ; thej were brought in, and we 
rode together to where Garland was standing, and Churcliill 
spoke to him in an angry tone, "Wlij did you display the 
white flag t Garland replied, I received orders to do so from 
one of jonr staff.'' Churchill denied giving such an order, and 
angry words passed between them. I stopped them, saying 
that it made little dilTcrcnoe then, as thej were in onr power. 
We continued to ride down the line to its eztrsme point, 
where we lonnd Deshler in person^ and his troopa were still 



Digitized by Google 



:8ii-*«i.) 



imiFHIB TO ABKAK8AB POST. 



329 



a^anAmg to too parapet witli their muskets in hand. Steele*i 
mtn were on the outside. I asked Deshlcr : ^Vliat does tliis 
meant You are a regular ofiicer, and ought to know better." 
He answered, snappislily, that " he had received no orders to 
forrender ; " when General Churchill said : You see, sir, that 
wc are in tlieir power, and you may surrender." Deshler turned 
to his atafiofliccrs and ordered them to rcpe^it the command to 
« stack armSy" etc, to the colonels of his brigade. I was on mj 
horse, and he was on foot. Wishing to soften the blow of de- 
feat, I spoke to him kindly, saying that I knew a family of 
Deshlers in Columbus, Ohio, and inquired if they were relations 
of his. He disclaimed any relation with people living north of 
the Ohio, in an oilcnsive tone, and I think I gave hitn a piece of 
mj mind that he did not relish. He was a West Point grad- 
nate, small but Terj handsome^ and was afterward killed in 
battle. I never met him again. 

Returning to the position wlicre I had first entered the rebel 
line, I received orders from General McClemand, by one of his 
Staff, to leaye General A. J. Smith in chaise of the fort and 
prisoners, and with my troope to remain outside. The officer 
explained that the general was then on the Tigress, which had 
moved up from below, to a point in the river just above the fort; 
and not understanding his orders, I concluded to go and see him 
in person. My troope were then in possession of two of the 
three brigades which composed the army opposed to us ; and my 
troops were also in possession of all the groimd of the peninsula 
outside the " fort proper" (Hindman). I found General McCler* 
nand on the Tigress^ in high s^ts. He said repeatedly : Glo> 
rious! glorious 1 my star is ever in the ascendant I** Ho spoke 
eomjilimentarfly of the troops, but was extremely jealous of the 
navy. He said: ^ru make a splendid report;" ^ I had a man 
up a tree;" etc. I was very hungry and tired, and fear I did 
not appreciate the honors in reserve for us, and asked for som^ 
thing to eat and drink. He very kindly'orderod sometliing to 
be bioni^t, and explained to me that by his " orders " he did not 
mUtk to interfere with the actual state of facts; that General A. 
J. Bmitli would occupy ** Fort Hindman," which his troops had 
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first entered, und I could hold the lines outside, and go on se- 
curing the prisonere and stores as 1 luul he^nin. 1 returned to 
the position of Garland's brigade and gave the necessary orders 
for marching all the prisoners, disarmed, tu a i)Ocket fonned bj 
the river and two deep gullies just al)ove the fort, by which 
time it had become quite dark. After dark another rebel regi- 
ment arrived from Pine Blull, marched right in, and was also 
made prisoners. There seemed to be a good deal of feeling 
among the rebel olhcers against Garland, w ho a.^ked leave to stay 
with me that night, to which I of course consented. Just out- 
side tlie rebel parapet was a house which had been used for a hos- 
pital. I had a room cleaned out, and occupied it that night. A 
cavalry-soldier lent me his battered coffee-pot with some colTeo 
and scraps of hard bi-ead out of his nose-bag; Garland and 1 
made some coffee, ate our bread together, and talked polities by 
the tire till quite late at night, when we lay down on straw that 
was saturated with the blood of deatl or wounded men. The 
next day the prisoners were all collected on tlieir boats, hsts were 
made out, and ordere given for their trausportiition to St. Louis, 
in charge of my aide, Major Sanger. We then proceeded to 
dismantle and level the forts, destroy or remove the stores, and 
we found in the magazine the very ammunition wliich had beeu 
scut for us in the Blue Wing, which was secured and afterward 
used in our twenty-pound Parrott gims. 

On the 13th we reembarked ; the whole expedition returne<' 
out of the river by the direct route down the Arkansas dur 
ing a heavy snow-storm, and rendezvoused in the Mississippi, 
at Napoleon, at the mouth of the Arkansas. Here General 
McClemand told me he had received a letter from General 
Grant at Memphis, who disapproved of our movement up the 
Arkansas; but that comnmnication wiis made before he had 
learned of our complete success. When informed of this, and 
of the promptness with which it had been executed, he could 
not but approve. We were then ordered back to Milliken'a 
Bend, to await General Grant's arrival in person. We reached 
Blilliken's Bend January 21st. 

McCleruand's report of the capture of Fort Hindnian alznoti 
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ignored tlio action of Porter's fleet altogether. This was un- 
fair, for I know that the admiral led his fleet in person in the 
river-attack, and that his guns silenced those of Fort Hindinan, 
and drove tlio gunners into the ditch. 

The ati^^egate loss in my corps at Arkansas Post vras five 
Hundred and nineteen, viz., four officers and seventy-live men 
killed, thirty-four olHcers and four himdred and six men 
wounded. I never knew the losses in the gunboat fleet, or in 
Morgan's corps ; but they must have heen less than in mine, 
which was more ex|)Osed. The number of rel)el dead must have 
been nearly one hundred and fifty ; of prisoners, by actual count, 
we secured four thousand oeven hundred and ninety-one, and sent 
them north to 6L Looia. 
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OHAPTEB XIII. 

JAMVABT TO JULY, 18M. 

Tbb ctmpugn of 1868, resiiltiiig in the capture of Yiite 
hargf was aa important, that its history haa been well stadied 
and well described in all the booiks treating of the dTil war, 
more eepedallj by Dr. Draper, in his "History of the Oivil 
War in America," and in Badeau's ^'Military ffistoiy of Gen* 
eral Orant" In the latter it is more fully and aocnrately givea 
than iu any other, and is well illnstrated by maps and original 
docoments. I now need only attempt to farther illustrate 
Badean's acoonnt by some additional details. When omr expe- 
dition came ont of the Arkansaa River, January 18, 1863, and 
lendesTonsed at the riTer-bank, in front of the town of Napo- 
leon, Arkaneas, we were visited by Qeneral Grant in person, 
who had come down from Memphis in a steamboat Although 
at thia time Hajor-Qeneral J. A. HeOlemand was in command 
of the Army of the Ifissiesippi, by virtue of a confidential 
order of the War Department^ dated October 21, 1868, whidi 
order bore the indorMment of President Linooln, General 
Grant stiU exorcised a command over liim, by reason of his gen- 
eral command of the Department of the Tennessee. By an 
order (No. 210) of December 18» 1862, itom the War Depart- 
ment, received at Arkansas Poet, the Western armies had been 
grouped into five eorpa ^aarm^ viz. : the Thirteenth, Major- 
General McOlemand; the Fourteenth, Major-General Geoige 
H. Thomas, in Middle Tennessee; the Fifteenth, Major^en^ 
eral W. T. Sherman; the Sixteenth, Major-Genwal Hurlbnt, 
then at or near Memphis; and the Seventeenth, Major-General 
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MePhenoD} ako at and back of Memphis. General Grant 
wlien at Napoleon, on the 18th of January, ordered McCler- 
oand with Ida own and mj oorpa to retnm to YickBhoig, to 
diBemhark on the west bank, and to resame work on a canal 
aerosB the peninsula, which had been begun by General Thomas 
^nilisms the summer before, the object being to torn the If is- 
sisrippi Biyer at that pointy or at lesst to make a passage for 
our fleet of gnnboats and transports across the peninsula, oppo- 
site '^ckabnig. General Grant then returned to Memphis, or- 
dered to Lake Ftovidence, about sixty miles above us, McPher- 
son's oorps^ the Seventeenth, and then came down again to give 
his perBonkl supervison to the whole movement 

The Mississippi Biver was very high and rising, and we 
b^gan that system of csnals on which we expended so much hard 
work fruiiieflBly : first, the canal at Young's plantation, opposite 
Yieksbufg; seooind, that at Lake Providence; and thhd, at the 
Tasoo Pass, leading into the head-waters of the Yazoo River. 
Eiurly in February the gnnboats Indianola and Queen of the 
West ran the batteries of Yicksbuig. The latter was afterward 
erippled in Red River, and was captured by the rebeb; and 
the Indianola was butted and sunk about forty miles below 
Yiekflburg. We heard the booming of the guns, but did not 
know of her loss till some days after. During the months of 
January and February, we were digging the canal and fighting 
off the water of the Mississipin, which continued to rise and 
threatened to drown us. We had no sure place of refuge except 
the narrow levee^ and such steamboats as remained abreast of . 
our camps. My two divisions furnished alternately a detaQ of 
five hundred men a day, to work on the canaL So high was 
the water in the beginning of March, that McClemand's corps 
was moved to higher ground, at Milliken's Bend, but I re- 
mained at Young's pUintation, laid off a due proportion of 
the levee for each subdivision of my command, and assigned 
other parts to such steamboats as lay at the levee. My own 
headquarters were in Mrs. Grove's house, which had the water 
iU around it, and could only be reached by a plank-walk from 
Ihtb levee, built on posts* 
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General Frederick Steele commanded the first divi>;ion, and 
General D. Stuart the second; this latter division had been re- 
enforced by General Hugh Kwing's brigade, which had arrived 
from West Virginia. 

At the time of its date I received the following not^e from 
General Grant : 

MnuKu'a Bns, JKM IC, isn 

General Shkeman. 

Dear Sib: I have just retarned from a reconaoissance ap Steele*! 
Bajon, wi<h the admiral (PortarX tatd of hit gonboatc With lomt 
labor in onttliig treo-topo out of tho war, ^ ^1 ^ aavigaUo for anj cUm 
of ilaamefa. 

I want jon to have jour pioneer corps, or one regiment of good iiita 
iOT Buch work, detailed, and at the landing as suon as possible. 

The party will want to take with them their rations, arms, and BofB* 
oient camp and garrison equipage for a few days. I will have a boat at 
•Bj plaoo TOO maj daaignatOi aa c«rij aa the men oaa be there. The Ei^tii 
lOiaoari (being manj of them boatmen) would be excellent men Ibr thia 

As soon as yon give directions for these men to be in reti'liness, coint 
Dp and see me, and I will explain fully. T})e tug that tukes thia ia in* 
■traoted to wait for jon. A full supply of axes will be required. 

U. 8. GsAVT, Jfo^OmirdL 

Thk lettor was instantly (8 a. m.) smt to Golond Giks iu 
Sndth, oommaiiding the Eighth Missouri, with orders to pre- 
pare immediatelj. He retomed it at 9.15, with an answer that 
the regiment was all ready. I went np to Mi£ftker.*s Bend ia 
- the tug, and had a conference with the general, resulting in 
these orders: 

HBaDOOAxnas DwrAjmast ov tbs Taximsn, I 
Bmen ymsMmam, Mtnk IS, 18SS. \ 

Mt§ 9r O m mA W. T. SHmiAir, mrnmrnkding F^ftaenih Armig Ckrp$, 

OnmiAL! Ton will prooeed aa ear(y aa praotloable op 8teele*a Bayon, 
and Chroni^ Blade Bayon to Dew Oreek, and thence with the gnnboata 
BOW tiiere by any route they may take to get into the Tasoo River, for the 

purpose of determining the feasibility of getting an army through that 
route to the east bank of that river, and at a point from which thej can 
net advantageooaly agninat Viokabnrg. 
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Make such details from your army corps as m&y be required to clear oat 
the channel of the variuus bajoos through which transports would haT« 
to nm, and to hold such points as in your judgment sbonld be occupied. 

I ^i«e at Tour ditpoul to-daj the ttoamen Diligent and Silver WaTt» 
the only two miitable for the preaent nevigalioo of thia route. Otbeca win 
be supplied jou as fast as required, and th^ ean 1m got 

I have given tlirections (and you may repeat them) that tlie partj going 
on board the steamer Diligent push on until they reach Blaclc Bayou, onlf 
stopping sufliciently loug at any point before reaching tliere to remove such 
obstructions as prevent their own progress. Captain Kossalc, of the Engineen^ 
will go with this party. The dther boat-load will oommenee their work in 
8teele*a Bayoo, and make the navigatioii aa free aa poasible all the way 
through. 

There is but little work to be done in Steele's Bayou^ except for about 
fire miles about midway of the bayou. In this portion many overhanging 
treee will have to l)e removed, and should be dragged out of the ohanneL 

Very respectfully, 

v. 8. Qmun, M^^Qm&nk 

On returning to my camp at Yonog's Point, I started 
these two boats up the Yazoo and Steele's Bayou, with the 
Eiglitli Missouri and some pioneerjs, with axes, saws, and all the 
tools necessary, I gave orders for a part of Stuart's division to 
proceed in the large boats up the Mississippi River to a point at 
Gwin's plantation, where a bend of Steele's Bayou neared the 
main river ; and the next day, with one or two statlofhcers and 
orderlies, got a navy-tug, and hurried up to overtake Admiral 
Porter. About sixty miles up Steele's Bayou we came to the 
gunboat Price, Lieutenant Wood worth, United Stiites Navy, com- 
manding, and tlien turned into Black Bayoii, a narrow, crooked 
cliannel, obstructed by overhanging oaks, and filled with cypresa 
and cotton-wood trees. The gunboats had forced tlieir way 
through, pushing aside trees a foot in diameter. In about four 
miles we overtook the gunboat fleet just as it was emerging into 
Deer Creek. Along Deer Creek the alluvium was hiji^her, and 
there was a large cotton-plantation belonging to a Mr. Hill, who 
was absent, and the negroes were in charge of the place. Here 
I overtook Admiral Porter, and accompanied him a couple of 
miles up Deer Creek, which was much wider and more free ol 
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trees, with plantationa on both mdes at intervals. Admiral Por- 
ter thought he had passed the woret, and tliat lie would be able 
to reach the Boiling Fork and Sunflower. He requested me to 
v'etam and use all possible means to clear oat Black Bayou. I 
returned to HilPs plantation, which was soon reached by Major 
Coleman, with a part of the Eighth Missouri ; the bulk of the 
regiment and the pioneers had been distributed along the 
bayous, and set to work under the general supervision of Captain 
Koseak. The Diligent and Silver Wave then returned to G win's 
plantation and brought irp Brigadier-General Gile;; A. Smith, with 
the Sixtli Missouri, and part of the One Ilundred and Sixteenth 
Illinois. Admiral I*orter was then working up Deer Creek with 
his iron -ol ads, but he had left me a tug, which enabled me to 
leoonnoitre the country, which wjis all under water except the nar- 
row atrip along Deer Creek« During the 19th I heard the heavy 
niYj-gauB booming more frequently than seemed consistent widi 
mere guerrilla operations ; and that night I got a message from 
Porter^ written on tissue-paper, brought me through the swamp 
by a negro, who had it concealed in a piece of tobacco. 

The admiral stated that he had met a force of infantry and 
artillery which gave him great trouble by killing the men who 
nad to expose themselves outside the ii on armor to shove off the 
bows of the boats, which had so little headway that they would 
not steer. He begged me to come to his rescue as quickly as pofr 
sible. Giles A. Smith had only about eight hundred men with 
him, but I ordered him to start up Deer Creek at once, crossing 
to the east side by an old bridge at Hill's plantation, which we 
had repaired for the purpose ; to work his way up to the gunboat* 
fleet, and to report to the admiral that T would come up with 
every man I could raise as soon as possihle. I was almost alone 
at Iliirs, but took a canoe, paddled dowu P>lack Bayou to the 
gunlx)at Price, and there, luckily, found the Silver Wave with a 
load of men just arrived from Gwin's plantation. Taking some 
of the parties who were at work along the l* tyou into an empty 
coal-barge, we tngged it up by a navy-tug, followed by the Silver 
Wave, crashing through the trees, carrying away pilot-house, 
moke«tackS| and every thing above^eck ; but the eaptain 
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^McMillan, of Pitt.shurg) was a brave fellow, and realized the 
necessity. The night was absolutely black, and wo could only 
make two and a half of the four miles. AVe then disembarked, 
and marched through the cant-brake, carrying lighted candles in 
our hands, till we got into the open cottoii-lields at IlilFs plan- * 
tation, where we lay down for a few hours' rest. These men 
were a part of Giles A. Smith's bngadc, and part belonged tc 
the brigade of T. Kilby Smith, the senior otlicer present being 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rice, Fifty-fourth Oluo^ an excellent young 
officer. We had no horses. 

On Simday murning, March 2l8t, as soon as daylight ap* 
peared, we started, following the same route which Giles A. 
Smith had taken the day before ; the batbilion of the Thirteenth 
United StJites Regulars, Major Chase, in the lead. We could 
hear Porter's guns, and know that moments were precious. B»- 
ing on foot myself, no man coidd complain, and we geuemlly 
went at the dou])lo-<piick, with occaftional rests. The road lay 
along Deer Creek, passing sbveral plantations ; and occasionally, 
at the bends, it crossed the swump, where the water came above 
my hips. The smaller drummer-boys had to carrj' their dnims on 
their heads, and most of the men slung their cartridge-boxeg 
around their necks. Tlie soldiers generally were glad to have 
their general and field otliccrs afoot, but we gave them a fair 
specimen of marching, accomplishing about twenty-one miles by 
noon. Of course, our speed was accelerated by the sounds of 
the navy-guns, which became more and more distinct, thoufjh 
we could see nothing. At a plantation near some Indian mounds 
we met a detachment of the Eighth Missouri, that had been up 
to the fleet, and liad been sent down as a picket to prevent any 
obstructions below. This picket reported that Admiral Porter 
had found Deer Creek badly obf^trncted, had turned back ; that 
there was a rebel force beyond tlie lleet, with some six-jx)and- 
ers, and nothing between us and the lleet. So I sat down on 
the door-sill of a c*abin to rest, but had not been seated ten 
minutes when, in the wood just ahead, not three hundred yarda 
off, I heard quick and rapid firing of musketry. Jumping up, 
1 nm up the road, and found Lieutenant-Colonel Rioe, who gaid 
23 
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the head of hie column had stnick a sm.ill force of rebels with « 
working gang of negroes, provided with axes, who on the first 
fire had broken and nm back into the swamp. I ordered Rice 
to deploy his brigade, his left on the road, and extending as far 
into the swamp as the ground would permit, and then to sweep 
forward until he uncovered the gunboats. The movement was 
rapid and well executed, and we soon came to some laige cot- 
ton-fields and could see our gunboats in Deer Creek, occasionally 
firing a heavy eight-inch gim across the cotton-tield into the 
•wamp behind. About that time Major Kirby, of the Eighth 
MiBBOori, galloped do^vn the road on a horse he had picked up 
the night before, and met me. lie explained the situation of 
afiairs, and offered me his horse. I got on harebacky and rodo 
up the levee, the sailors coming out of their iron-clads and cheer* 
ing most vociferously as I rode by, and as our men swept for- 
ward across the cotton-field in full view. I soon found A(hniral 
Porter, who was on the deck of one of his iron-clads, with a 
shield made of the section of a smoke-stack, and I doubt if he 
was ever more glad to meet a friend than he was to see me. 
He explained that he had almost reached the Rolling Fork, 
when the woods became full of sharpshooters, who, taking ad- 
rantage of trees, stumps, and the levee, would shoot down every 
jianthat poked his nose outside the protection of their armor; 
■o that he could not handle his clumsv boats in the narrow chan- 
nel. The rebels had eWdcntly dispatched a force fi'oni Haines's 
Bluff np the Suntlower to the Rolhng Fork, had anticipated 
the movement of Admiral Porter's fleet, and had completely 
obstructed the channel of the upper part of Deer Creek l)y fell- 
ing trees into it, so that further progress in that direction waa 
•imply impossible. It also happened that, at the instant of my 
arrival, a party of about four hundred rebels, armed and supplied 
with axes, had passed around the fleet and had got below it, in- 
tending in Uke manner to block up the channel by the felling of 
trees, bo as to cut off retreat. This was the force we hud struck 
to opportunely at the time before described. I inquired of Ad- 
miral Porter what he proposed to do, and he said he wanted to 
get oat of that tcrapo aa ^oickljr u poaaiblo. He was actiuiUy 
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iroTUng btek when I met him, and, as we then had a snfficioiit 
fom to cover hia momnent completely, he continiiod to back 
down Deer Credc. He informed me at one time things looked 
ao dittcal that he had made up hia mind to blow up the gon- 
• boata, and to escape with hia men through the swamp to the 
Ifiasisaippi Biver. There being no longer any sharp-shootera to 
bother die sailors, they made good progresa ; atill, it took three 
foil daya for the fleet to bade out of Deer Oieek into Black Ba- 
you, at Hill's plantation, whence Admiral Porter proceeded 
to hia post at the month of the Yazoo, leaving Captain Owen 
in command of the fleet I reported the facta to Geneial 
Grant, who waa sadly diaappmnted at the failure of the fleet to 
getthrmigh to the Yazoo dtove Haines^s Bluf^ and ordered oa 
dl to reeome onr campa at Yonng'a Point We accordingly 
ateamed down, and regained onr campa on the 27th. Aa H§ 
expedition isp Deer Greek waa bat one of many efforta to ae- 
enze a footing from which to operate againat V ickabni^, I add 
the report Brigadie^Generd Gilea A. Smith, who waa the 
flnt to nadi the fleet: 

BBAB^vijnmi FnwT Bxioadb, Sbomo Dmnov, I 
FifTUura Ajurr Coars, Yooire'B Ponrr, Looumjia, ManA 8S, IMS. | 

Captain L. M. Dayton, AstUtant Adjutant- Genfra I. 

Oaptain : I liave the honor to report tbo movemcntti of the FirBt Brigade 
la the expedition up Steele** BayoOf Black Bayou, and Deer Creek. 

TIm sizth MiMoiiri ind One Hundred aod Sixteenth Illiaoto regimentt em- 
barked at the noQth of Muddy Bayoa en the evening of Thtinday, the 18ta 
of March, and proceeded ap Steele's Bajon to the month of Black ; theoee 
np lilack I'ayou to IliU'B plantation, at its junction with Doer Creek, where 
we arrived on Friday at four o'clock p. m., and joiued tlie Kighth Missouri, 
Lieutenant -Golonel Coleman commanding, which had arrived at tliat point 
two daya before. General Sherman bad also established bb beadquartera 
then, baving preoeded the Eighth Xiaioiiri in a tug, with no other eioort 
ttiaa two or three of hto etaff, reeonnoitring tU the difRnrent bayoos and 
hraneheei thereby greatly facilitating the movemente of the troopai but at 
the same time exposing himself heyond precedent in a commanding general. 
At three o'clock of Saturday morning, the 20th instant, General J^herman 
having received a communication from Admiral Torter at the mouth of 
Rolling Fork, asking for a speedy cooperation of tbo land foroee with hie 
ImI^ I waaofdHod brCtanml SbMBanto ba ready, with all tba aTaUablf 
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teM ift that point, to accompany Lim to his relief ; but before Btarting it 
was arranged that I should proceed with the force at band (eight hundred 
men), while he remained, n^'aiii eiitiifiv unprotected, to hurry up the troopt 
expected to arrive that night, cuusi^iiiig oi tLo Thirteenth Infantry and Onm 
Hundred tnd Thirteenth lUinob Yolanteers, completing my brigade, and fth* 
Second Brigade, Colonel T. EUby Smith eommandiog. 

This, as the sequel showed, proved a very wise nMMDre^ and Teinlted 
flie safety of the whole fleet At daybreak we were in motion, with a 
regular guide. We had proceeded but about six miles, when we found th* 
enemy had been very busy felling trees to obstruct the creek. 

All the negroes along the route had been notified to be ready at uighi- 
lUl to contlniie the worL To prevent this aa muoh as poedbh^ I ocdmd 
aD aUe>bodied negroes to be taken along^ and warned aome of the prineiiwl 
falhAbitaota that they would bo held responsible for tmy more obstructions, 
being placed across the creek. We reached the admiral about four o'clock 
p. M., with no opposition save niy advance-^^uard (Company A, Sixth >fi8 
sourij being fired into from the opposite side of the creek, killing one man, 
and slightly wounding another; having no way of crossing, we had to cou< 
tent oiuaelvea with driving them beyond muaket^range. Prooeedlng with 
aa little lose of time aa poariUO) I found the fleet obstmeted In front 
fidlen trees, in rear by a sunken ooal-barge, and surrounded by a large 
force of rebels with an abundant supjily of artillery, but wisely keeping 
their main force out of range of the ailniirars guns. Every tree and stump 
oovered a sharp-shooter, ready to pick utT any luckless marine who showed 
his head abofO-deckS| and entirely preventing the working -parties from ro- 
movittg obstrootiona. 

In pursoanoe of ordera from General Sherman, I reported to Admiral 
Porter finr orders, who turned over to mo all the lund-forces in his fleet 
(about one hundred and fifty men), together with two howitzers, and I was 
instructed by him to retain a sufficient force to oluar out the sharp-shooters, 
and to distribute the remainder along the oreek for six or seven miles below, 
to prevent any mofo obotmotions being placed in it during the idght* This 
waa speedily arranged, our ddrmiahera captnring three priacmers. Immedi* 
ate steps were now taken to remove the coal-barge, which was accomplished 
about daylight on Sunday raorninp, when the fleet moved back toward 
Black Bayou. By three o'clock i*. m. wo had only made about six miles, 
owing to the large number of trees to bo removed ; at this point, where our 
progresa waa very slow, we discovered a long lino of the enemy filing 
akmg tho edge of the woods, and taking position on the oreek below us, 
and nbout one mile ahead of our advance. Shortly after, tiiey opened fire 
on the gnnboats from batteries behind the cavalry and inflmtry. The bonta 
not only replied to the batteries, which they soon silenf^ed, but poured a 
destructive Are into their lines. Heavy skirmishing was alao heard in our 
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front, snppoBod to be bj three companies from the Sixth and Eighth Mlt> 
■ouri, whoM pomtf on, taken tho pnrrimui night to guard the creek, was be- 
jond th« point reached by the enemy, and conaeqnently liable te be cut off 
or captured. Oaptain Owen, of the Louisville, the leading boat, made ovary 
effort to go through tbo obstructions and aid in the rescuing of the men. I 
ordered Major Kirby. with four companies of the Sixth Missouri, forward, 
with two companies deployed. He soon met General Sbernian, with the 
Thirteenth Infuutrj and One Ilundred und Tiiirteenth Illinois, driving tlie 
enemy belbre them, and opening commonication along the creek with Iba 
gnnboata. Instead of our three companiea referred to aaenga^g the enemy, 
General Sberman had arrived at a very opportune moment with the two 
regiments mentioned above, and the Second Brigade. The enemy, not ex- 
pecting an attack from that quarter, after some hot skirmishing, retreated. 
General Sherman immediately ordered the Thirteenth Infantry and One 
Ilnndred and Thirteenth Illinois to porsne; but, after following their traoe 
fyt about two miles, they were recaUed. 

We continued onr mardi for about two milea, when we bivonacked for 
the night. Early on Monday morning (^farch 22d) we continued onr maroh, 
but owing to the slow progress of the gunboats did not reach Hill's plan- 
tation until Tuewlay, the 23d instant, where we remained until the 25th; 
we then retoibarked, and arrived at Yoong's Point on Friday, the 27th 
instant. 

Below yon wUl find a Hat of oaaoaltieiL Very respeotfolly, 

Gnun A. Simii^ 

P. 8. — I forgot to state above that the Thirteenth Infantry and One 
Hundred and Tiiirteenth Illinois being under the imrnodiat© command of 
General ShenoAU, he oan mention them as their oonduct deserves. 

On the 3d of April, a division of troops, couunaiided by 
Brigadier-General J. M. Tuttle, was assigned to my cor})8, and 
was designated the Third Division ; and, on the 4tli of April, 
Brigadier-General D. Stuart was relieved from the command of 
the Second Division, to wliieh Major-General Frank P. Blair 
was appointed by an order from General Grant's head(|uarter8. 
Stuart had been with me from the time we were at I'euton Bar- 
racks, in command of the Fifty-tiftli Illinois, then of a brigade, 
and finally of a division ; but he had failed in securing a con- 
firmation by the Senate to his nomination as biig:idier-general, 
by reason of some old affair at Chicago, and, having resigned his 
oommiBsioQ aa colouel| he was out of service. I esteemed him 
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▼eiy Wpfhlj, and was actually mortified tliat the service Ehould 
thus bt' (li'prived of so excellent and gallant an officer. He after- 
Ward settled iu Kew Orleans as a lawjer, and died about 1867 
or 18G8. 

On the 6th of April, my command, the Fifteenth Coipe, was 
composed of three divisions : 

The Pirst Division, coinnianded by Major-General- Fred 
Steele; and his 4liree brigades by Colonel Manter, Colonel 
Charles R. Wood, and Bri":adier-General John M. Thaver. 

The Second Division, commanded by ^fajor-General Frank 
F. Blair; and his three brigjides by Colonel Giles A. Smith, 
Colonel Thomas Kilby Smith, and Brigadier-General Hugh 
Ewing. 

The Third Division^ commanded by Brigadier-General J, 
M. Tuttle ; and his three brigades by Brig-adier-General R. P, 
Buckland, Colonel J. A. Mower, and Brigadier-General John £. 
Smith. 

My own staff then embraced: Da^'ton, McCoy, and Hill, 
aides ; J. H. Hammond, assistant adjutant-general ; Sanger, in- 
spector-general ; McFeeley, commissary ; J. Condit Smith, quar- 
termaster ; Charles McMillan, medical director ; Ezi-a Taylor, 
chief of artillery ; Jno. C. Neclj, ordnance-officer j Jenney and 
Pitzman, engineers. 

By this time it had become thoroughly demonstrated that 
we could not divert the main river Mississippi, or get prac- 
ticable access to the east bank of the Yazoo, in tbe rc;ir of Vicks- 
burg, by any of the passes ; and we were all in the habit of dis- 
cussing the various chances of the future. General Grant's 
headquarters were at Milliken's Bend, in tents, and his anny was 
stnmg along the river all the way from Young's Point up to 
Lake Providence, at least sixty miles. I had always contended 
that the best way to Uike Vicksburg was to resume the move- 
ment which had been so well begun the previous November, 
viz., for the main army to march by land down the country in- 
land of the ^[ississippi River ; while the gunboat-lleet and a 
minor laml-force should threaten Vicksburg on its river-front. 

1 reasoned that, with the large force then subject to Gen* 
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ernl Grant's ordei's — viz., fonr army corps — be could easily re- 
sume the movement fiDui Memphis, by way of Oxford and 
Grenada, to Jackson, jMi^sissippi, or down the ridge between 
the Yazoo and Big Blai k; but General Grant would not, for 
reasons other tlran military, tiike any course which looked liko 
a step backward ; and he himself concluded on the river move- 
ment below Vicksburg, so as to appear like connecting with 
General Banks, who at the same time wad besieging Port Hud 
son from the direction of New Orleans. 

Preliminary orders had already been given, looking to the 
digging of a canal, t<» connect the river at Duckport with Willow 
Bayou, back of Millikcn's Bend, so as to form a channel for the 
conveyance of BU})plie8, by way of Richmuiul, to New Carthage; 
and several steam dredge-boats had come from the u})per rivers 
to assist in the work. One day early in April, I was up at 
General Grant's headquarters, and we talked over all these 
things with absolute freedom. Charles A. Dana, Assistant Sec- 
retary of War, was there, and Wilson, Rawlins, Frank Blair, 
McPherson, etc. We all knew, what was notorious, that Gen- 
eral McClemand was still intriguing against General Grant, in 
hopes to regain the command of the whole expedition, and that 
others weie raising a clamor against General Grant in the news 
papers at the North. Even Mr. Lincoln and General Ilalleck 
seemed to be shaken ; but at no instant of time did we (his per- 
sonal friends) slacken in our loyalty to him. One night, after 
such a discussion, and believing that General McClernand had 
no real plan of action shaped in his mind, I wrote my letter 
of April 8, 1863, to Colonel Rawlins, which letter is embraced 
in full at page 616 of Badeau's book, &nd which I now repi'O- 
duce here : 

BmuwfAMnMB Firmnmi Aaan Com, I 
Camt itkab Viouainio, April 8, IMS. | 

OoUmelJ. A. Rawli>'B, Auistant Adjutant- Gtncrnl to General Gbakt. 

Sib: I would most respectfully suggest (for reasons which I will not 
name) that Oenerol Grant call on bis oorps commanders for tbeir op'miuaai, 
MBfliM and poiltf on the b«ft general plan a eampaign. Unleae thk 
ba dona^ thara are man who will, in aaj reaolft Ailiiig below the popular 
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itandarfl, oMm that iheir adWoe wm nnheeded, and tbit iMal MoteqaoiM 
MMilted therefrom. Mj own opinions are — 

Fint That the Army of tho Tcnneawe !• nOw ftr in tdraiiM of th« 
other grand armies of the United States. 

Sfcond. Tliat a corps from >[is9ouri should forthwith be moved from St. 
Lonia to the vicinity of Little Uock, Arkansas; suppliea collected there while 
the ii7er is fldl, and hund eonwniiiiioation with MemphU opened via Dm Are 
on tho White, and Madtson on the St. Franela River. 

7%{rd, Thpt as much of the Yazoo Pass, Cold water, and Tallahatflllle 
Rivers, as can he gained and fortified, be held, and tho main nrrny be trans- 
ported thither by land and water; th '.t tho road back to ilemphis bo se- 
cured and reopened, and, as soon as tlio waters subside, Grenada be at- 
tacked, and the ewamp-road across to Helena bo patrolled by cavalry. 

Fimrth, That the line of the Talahasha be the base from whieh to op- 
erate against the pdnts where the Mismadppi Central crosses Big Black, 
aboTO Canton ; and, lastly, where the Vicksburg & Jaokson Railroad crosses 
the same river (Big lilack). The capture of Vicksburg would result. 

Fifth. That a minor force be left in this vicinity, not to exceed ten thou- 
sand men, with only enough steamboats to lioat and transport them to any 
desired point; thb force to be held always near enough to act with the 
gunboats when the main armj is known to be near Yioksboiig— Hainea*a 
Bluff or Yaaoo Oitj, 

Sixth. I do doubt tho capacity of "Willow Bayou (which I estimate to be 
fifty miles long and very tortuous) as a military channel, to supply an army 
large enough to operate against Jackson, Mississippi, or tho Hlack River 
Bridge; and such a channel will be very vulnerable to a force coming 
from the west, which we most expect. Yet this canal will be moat QaeM 
as the way to convey coals and supplies to a fleet that shoold nevigate the 
lower reach of the Mississippi between Yioksborg and the Red Rivw. 

Seventh. Tho chief reason for operating iolelp by water was the season 
of the year and bitrh water in tho Tallahatchie and Yulnlmsha Rixors. The 
sprint; is now b» ro. and soon these streams will be no st rioiis obstacle, ^^ave 
in the ambuscades of the forest, and whatever works the enemy may have 
erected at or near Qrenada. North Missisuppi is too Taluable Ibr ns to 
allow the enemy to hold it and make crops this year. 

I make these suggestions, with the request that General Grant will 
read them and give tbem, as I know he will, a share of his tUoaghta. I 
wonld yirefer that he should not answer this letter, but merely give it as 
much or as little weight as it deserves. Whatever plan of action he may 
adopt will receive from me the ^arne zealous cooperation and euorgetio 
anpport as thoogh oonoeiTed by myself. I do not believe General Banks 
wUl make any mdov attack on Port Hadsoo this spring. I am, eta, 
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This 18 the letter which some critics have styled a "protest.** 
We never had a council of war at any time during the Yicks* 
burg campaign. We often met casually, regardlees of rank or 
power, and talked and gossiped of things in ;i:LMicraI, as offioen 
do and should. l>ut my letter speaks lor iteelf. It sliows my 
opinions clearly at that stage of the game, and was meant par- 
tially to induce General Giunt to call on General AlcClemand 
for a similar expression of opinion, but, so far as I know, he 
did not. lie went on quietly to work out his own designs; 
and he has told me, since the war, that had we possessed in 
December, 1862, the experience of marching and maintaining 
armies without a r^olar base, which we afterward acquired, he 
would h:ive gone on from Oxford as lirst contemplated, and 
would n<»t have turned back because of the destnicfion of his 
depot at l5olly Springs by Van Dom. The distiincc from 
Oxford to the rear of Vicksburg is little greater than by the 
circuitous route we afterward follt)wed, fiom l>ruinsburg to 
Jackson and Vickt^lturg, during which we had neither depot nor 
train of supplies. I have never critu i.sed General Grant's strat- 
egy on this or any other occasion, but I thought then that he had 
lost an opportunity, which cost liiiu and us six months' extra- 
hard work, for we nn'ght have captured Yicksburg from the 
diraetion of Oxford in January, quite as easily as was afterward 
done in July, 18G3. 

General Grant's orders for the general movement past Vicks- 
burg, by Richmond and (.'arthage, were dated April 20, 1863. 
McOlemand was to lead oil with his corps, Mci'herson next, 
and my corps (the FiftLcnth) to bring up the rear. Prelimi- 
nary thereto, on the night of April lOth, seven iron-clads led by 
Admiral Porter in person, in the Benton, with three tranepoi-ts, 
and ton baiges in tow, ran tlio Vicksbnrg battc l i s by night. 
Anticipating a scon I liad four yawl-boats hauled across the 
■wamp, to the reach of the river below Vic k>burg, and manned 
them with soldiers, ready to pick up any of the dlsalilcil wrecks as 
they floated by. I was out in tlie .^^tream when the lluet passed 
YicksbttZg, and the scene was truly sublime. As soon as the 
nbel gonners detected the lieuton, which was in the load, they 
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opened ou her, and on the others in succession, with shot and 
Bhell ; hollars on tlio Vicksburg side ami on the opposite shore 
were set on tire, which lighted up the whole river ; and the roar 
of cannon, the bursting of shells, and finally the burning of the 
Uenry Clay, drifting with the current, made up a picture of tlie 
terrible not often seen. Each gunboat returned the fire as she 
passed the town, while tlie transports hugged the opj)osite shore. 
When the Henton had got abreast of us, I pulled olf to her, 
boarded, had a few words with Admiral Porter, and as she was 
drifting rapidly toward the lower batteries at Warrenton, I left, 
and pulled back toward the shore, meeting the gunboat Tus- 
cumbia towing the transport Forest Queen into the bank out of 
the range of tire. The Forest Queen, Captain Conway, liad 
been my fiag-boat up the Arkansas, and for some time after, 
and I was very friendly with her ofiicers. This was the only 
transport whose captain would not receive volunteers as a crew, 
but her own officers and crew stuck to their boat, and carried 
her safely below the Vicksburg batteries, and afterward ren- 
dered splendid service in ferrying troops across the river at 
Grand Gulf and Bruinsburg. In passing Vicksburg, she was 
damaged in the hull and had a steam-pipe cut away, but 
this was soon repaired. The Henry Clay was set on tire by 
bursting shells, and burned up ; one of my yawls picked up her 
pilot floating on a piece of wreck, and the bulk of her crew 
escaped in their own yawl-l)oat to the shore above. The Sil 
ver Wave, Captain McMillan, the same that was with us up 
Steele's Bayou, passed safely, and she also rendered good oat- 
rice afterward. 

Subsequently, on the night of April 2Gth, six other trans- 
ports with numerous barges loaded with hay, corn, freight, and 
provisions, were drifted past Vicksburg; of these the Tigress 
was hit, and sunk just as she reached the river-bank below, on 
our side. I was there with my yawls, and sjiw Colonel 
Lagow, of General Grant's stall, who had |)assed the bat- 
teries in the Tigress, and I think he wa> sati^^tied never to at- 
tempt such a thing again. Thus Gencial Grant's army had 
below Vicksburg an abundance of stores, and boata with 
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irhich to cross the river. The road by which the troops 
marched was very bad, and it was not until the Ist of Maj 
that it was clear for my corps. While waiting my torn to 
march, I received a letter from General Qnmt, written at 
Carthago, saying that ho proposed to cross over and attack 
Grand Golf, about the end of April, and he thought I could 
put in my time usefully by making a "feint" on Haines's 
Dloff, but he did not like to order me to do it, because it might 
be reported at the North that I had again been " repulsed, etc" 
Thus we had to %ht a senseless clamor at tlie North, as well as 
a determined foe and the obstacles of Nature. Of course, I 
aoawered him that I would make the "feint," regardless of 
public clamor at a distance, and I did make it most effectually ; 
Qfliiig all the old boats I could get about Milliken's Bend and 
the mouth of the Yazoo, but taking only ten small r^ment^, 
selected out of Blair's division, to make a show of force. We 
afterward learned that General Pemberton in Vicksburg had 
previously dispatched a large force to the assistanc e of General 
Bowen, at Grand Gulf and Port Gibson, wliicb force had pro 
ceeded as far aa Hankinaon's Fenry, when he discoTored oar 
ostentations movement up the Yazoo, recalled bis mf ti, nnd 
wilt them np to. Haines's T'lufT to nicL-t us. This detachment of 
rebel troops muat have marched nearly sixty miles withont rest, 
for afterward, on reaching Vicksburg, I heard that the men were 
perfectly exhausted, and lay along the road in groups, oom . 
pletely fa(r<;cd uut. This diversion, made with ao ranch pomp 
and display, therefore completely fulhlled its purpoaey by leay* 
ing General Grant to contend with a minor force, on landing 
At Bruins1)iir^', and afterward at Port Gibson and Grand Gulf. 

In May the waters of the ^Mississippi had so far subsided that 
all our canals were useless, and the roads liad become practicable. 
After Mcpherson's corps had passed Richmond, I took up the 
route of march, with Steele's and Tuttlo's divisions. Blair's 
division remained at Milliken's Bend to protect our dq>ots there, 
till relieved by troops from Meni}»liis, and then he was ordered 
lo follow nSb Our route lay by Richmond and Komidabout * 
BayoQ ; thMiy f oUowing Bayou Vidal we struck the Mississippi 
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at Perkins's plantation. Thence the route followed Lake St. 
Jo8ej)h to a plantjition called Hard Times, about five miles above 
Grand Gulf. The road was more or less occupied by wagons 
and detachments belonging to ^rcPherson's corps; still we 
marched ra])i«lly and reached Hard Times on the Gth of May. 
Along the l*ayou or Lake St. Joseph were many veiy line cot- 
ton-plantations, and I recall that of a Mr. Bowie, brother-in-law 
of the Hon. Keverdy Johnson, of Baltimore. Tlie house wai 
very handsome, with a tine, extensive grass-plot in front. We 
entered the yard, and, leaving our horses with the headquarters 
escort, walked to the house. On the front-j)orch I found a 
magnilicent gran<i-piano, with several satin-covered arm-chairs, 
in one of which eat a Union soldier (one of ^IcBherson's men), 
with his feet on the keys of the piano, and his musket and 
knapsack lying on the porch. I asked him what he was doing 
there, and he answered that he was "taking a rest;" this was 
manifest and I started him in a huiry to overtake his command. 
The house was tenantless, and had been completely ransacked 
articles of dress and books were strewed about, and a handsome 
boudoir with mirror front had been cast down, striking a French 
bedstead, shivering the glass. Tlie library was extensive, 
■with a tine collection of i)ooks; and hanging on the wall were 
two full-length portraits of Reverdy Johnson and his wife, one 
of the most beautiful ladies of our country, with whom I had 
been acquainted in Washington at the time of General Tay- 
lor's administration, liehind the mansion was the usual double 
row of cabins called the " (piartere." There I found an old 
negro (a family servant) with several women, whom 1 sent 
to the house to put things in order ; telling the old man that 
other tro«>]>s would follow, and he must stand on the porch to 
tell any officers who came ah»ng that the j)r(>perty belonged to 
Mr. ]>owie, who was the brother-in-law of our friend ^[r. Rev- 
erdy Johnson, of Baltimore, asking them to .see that no further 
harm was done. Soon after we left the house I saw some 
neerroes carrying awav furniture which manifestly belonged to 
the house, and compelled them to carry it back ; and after reach- 
ing camp that night, at Hard Times, I sent a wagon back ta 
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Bowie*! plaatatiaii, to bring up to Dr. HoUingsworth's h>tiM 
tlie two portraits for safe keeping; but before the wagon had 
feaehed Bowie's the house was bnmed, whether by some of oar 
men or bj negroes I have never learned. 

At the river there was a good deal of scrambling to get 
aooBSi becanse the means of ferriage were inadequate; but bj 
the aid of the Forest Queen and several gunboats I got my com* 
mand across during the 7th of May, and marched out to Ilan- 
Idnson's Ferry (eighteen miles), relieving General Crocker's 
division of HcPherson's corps. McOlemand's corps and Mo- 
Pherson's were s^ ahead, and had fought the battle of Port 
Qibson, on the 11th. I overtook General Grant in person at 
Auburn, and he accompanied my corps all the way into Jack- 
son, which we reached May 14th. McGenuind*s corps had 
bem left in observation towurd Edwards's Ferry. McPherson 
had fought at Raymond, and taken the left-hand road toward 
Jackson, via Clinton, while my troops were ordered by General 
Grant oi person to take the right-hand road leading through 
Mississippi Springs. We reached Jackson at the same time; 
McPherson fighting on the Clinton road, and my troops fighting 
just outside the town, on the Baymond road, where we captured 
three entire field-batteries, and about two hundred prisoners of 
war. The rebels, under General Joe Johnston, had retreated 
through the town northward on the Canton road. Generals Grants 
McPherson, and I, met in the large hotel facing the State-Hduse^ 
where the former explained to us that he had intercepted dis- 
patches from Pemberton to Johnston, which made it important 
for us to work smart to prevent a junction of their respective 
forces. McPherson was ordered to march back early the next 
day on the Clinton road to make junction with McClemand, 
and I was ordered to remain one day to break up railroads, to 
destroy the arsenal, a f oundery, the cotton-factory of the Messrs. 
Green, etc., etc, and then to follow McPherson. 

McPherson left Jackson early on the 15th, and General Grant 
during the same day. I kept my troops busy in tearing up 
nilroad-traoks, etc, but early on the morning of the 16th re> 
oeived notice from General Grant that a battle was inuninent 
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near Edwards's Depot ; that he wanted me to dispatch one oi 
my divisions immediately, and to follow with the other as soon 
as 1 had completed the work of destruction. Steele's division 
started immediately, and later in the day I followed with the 
other division (Tuttle's). Just as I was leaving Jackson, a very 
fat man came to see me, to inquire if his hotel, a large, frame- 
building near the depot, were doomed to be burned. I told him 
we had no intention to burn it, or any other house, except tl)o 
machine-shops, and such buildings as could easily be converted 
to hostile uses. Ho professed to be a law-abiding Union man, 
and I remember to have said that this fact was manifest from 
the sign of his hotel, which was the Confederate Hotel ; " 
the sign " United States " being faintly painted out, and " Con- 
federate " painted over it 1 I remembered that hotel, as it was 
the snpper-fitation for the New Orleans trains when 1 used to 
travel the road before the war. I liad not the least purpose, 
however, of burning it, but, just as we were leaving the town, it 
burst out in flames and was burned to the ground. I never 
found out exactly who set it on tire, but was told that in one of 
our batteries were some officers and men who had been made 
prisoners at Shiloh, with Prentiss's division, and had been carried 
past Jackson in a railroad-train ; they had been permitted by the 
guard to go to this very hotel for supper, and had nothing to 
pay but greenbacks, which were refused, with insult, by this 
same law-abiding landlord. These men, it was said, had quietly 
and stealthily applied the fire underneath the hotel jnat as we 
were leaving the town. 

About dark we met General Grant's staff -officer near Bolton 
Station, who turned us to the right, with orders to pusli on to 
Vicksburg by what was known as the upper Jackson Koad, 
which crossed the Big Black at Bridgeport. During that day 
(May 16th) the battle of Champion Hills had been fought and 
won by McClemand's and McPherson's corps, aided by one 
division of mine (Blair's), under the immediate command of 
General Grant ; and McPherson was then following the maai 
of Pembcrton's anny, disordered and retreating toward Vicks- 
tuojg bjr the Edwarda'a Feriy road. General Bhdr'a diviaion had 
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omb up from the rear, was teiniK)rarily attached to McCle^ 
nuid'e corps, taking part witli it in the battle of Champion 
Hills, but on the 17th it was ordered by General Grant acroaa 
to Bridgeport, to join me there. 

Just beyond Bolton there was a small hewn>log house, 
standing back in a yard, in which was a well ; at this some of 
our soldiers were drawing water. I rode in to get a drink, and 
fff>ying a book on the ground, asked some soldier to hand it to 
me. It was a volnme ci the Constitution of the United States, 
and on the titlepage was written the name of Jefferson Davis. 
On inquiry of a negro, I learned that the place belonged to the 
then President of the Southern Confederation. Ilis brother 
Joe Davis's plan tuition was not far off; one of my staff-officers 
went there, with a few soldiers, and took a pair of carnage- 
horses, withont my knowledge at the time. He found Joe 
Davis at home, an old man, attended by a young and affection- 
ate nifloe ; but they were overwhelmed with grief to see their 
oonntry overrun and swarming with Federal troops. 

We pushed on, and reached the Big Black early, Blair's 
troops having preceded us by an hour or so. I found General 
Blair in person, and he reported that tliere was no bridge across 
the Big Black ; that it was swiinining-decp ; and that there was 
a rebel force on the opposite side, intrenched. He had ordered 
a detachment of the Thirteenth United States BegnUrs, under 
Gaptain Charles Ewing, to strip some artillery-horses, mount the 
men, and swim the river above the ferry, to attack and drive 
awaj the party on the opposite bank. I did not approve of this 
risl^ attempt, bat crept down close to the brink of the rivei^ 
bank, behind a corn-crib belonging to a plantation-house near l^, 
and saw the parapet on the opposite bank. Oi*dering a section of 
gone to be brought forward by hand behind this corn-crib, a few 
well-directed shells brought out of their holes tlie little party 
^b ^^ -was covering the crossing, viz., a lieutenant and ten men, 
who came down to the river-bank and surrendered. Blair's pon- 
toon-tnun was brou^t up, consisting of India-rubber boats, one 
of whidi was inflated, used as a boat, and brought over the 
prisonen. A pontoon-bridge was at once b^gon, finished b? 
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night, iind the troops began the passage. After dark, the 
whole scene w;is lit up witli firea of pitch-pine. General Grant 
joined me there, and we sat on a log, looking at the passiige of 
the troops hy the light of those lircs ; the bridge swayed to and 
fro under the passing feet, and made a tine war-picture. At 
daybreak we moved on, ascending the ridge, and by 10 a. m. tlio 
head of niy column, lon;^ drawn out, reached the Benton road, 
uuJ f^ave ns cuinniand of the [leniDsula between the Yazoo and 
Big Black. I dispatched Colonel Swan, of the Fourth Iowa 
Cavalry, to IJaines's Blull, to Ciipture that batter^' from the rear, 
and he afterward reported that he found it abandoned, its gar- 
rison having hastily retreated into Vicksburg, leiiving their guns 
partially disabled, a magazine full of ammunition, and a hosjutal 
full of wounded and sick men. Colonel Swan saw one of our 
gunboats lying about two miles below in the Yazoo, to which he 
signaled. She steamed n|), and to its commander the cavalry 
turned over the battery at Haines's BhilT, and rejoiTied me in 
front of \'ick.'^])urg. Allowing a couple of hours for n:<l and to 
close up the column, I resumed the march straight on Vicks- 
burg. About twu miles before reaching the forts, the road 
forked ; the left was the main Jackson road, and the right w;is 
the graveyard " road, which entered Vicksburg near a largo 
cemetery. General (J rant in person directed me to take 
the right-hand road, but, as ^^c^he^s<)n had not yet got up 
from the direction of the railroad hridL^e at Big Black, I sent 
the Eighth Missouri on the uiain Jackson road, to push the 
rebel skinni.-licrs into town, and to remain until reheved by 
McPhersou's advance, which ha])pened late that evening, May 
ISth. llie battalion of the Thirteenth United States Reg- 
ulars, commanded by Captain Washington, wjis at the head of 
the column on the right-hand road, and pushed the rebels close 
behind their para]>ets ; one of my staft*, Capt.ain Pitzman, 
receiving a d.mgerous wound in the hip, which apparently 
disabled him for life. By nifjht 1 '.lair's whole division had 
closea up against the defenses of Vicksburg, which were found 
to be strong and well manned ; and, on General Steele's head of 
nolumn arriving, I turned it still more to the right, with orders to 
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woA its wij down the blul^ so as to make oonneeliiim with ovr 
fleet in tbe Missiflsippi Hiver. There was a good deal of desul- 
tory fighting that evening, and a man was killed by the side of 
Geiieval Grant and myself, as we sat by the road-side looking 
at Steele^a diviskm passing to the right. General Steele's men 
readied the load wlddi led fromYicksburg up to Haines's Blui!. 
which load lay at the foot of the hills, and intercepted some 
prisoners and wagons whidi wane ooming down from Hiaines^s 
Huff. 

All that nig^t HePherBon's troops were arriving by the 
main Jackson road, and McClemand's by another near the rail- 
ffoad, deploying forward as fiist aa they struck the rebel works. 
ICy corps (the Fifteenth) had the right of the line of invest- 
ment ; McPherson's (the Seventeenth) the centre; and McCler- 
nand's (the Thirteenth) the left, reaching from the river above 
to the raiboad below. Our lines connected, and invested about 
three-quarters of the land-front of the fortifications of Yicksboig. 
On the supposition that the garrison of Yicksbnig was demoral- 
ised by the defeats at Champion Hills and at the railroad croaa- 
ing of the Black, General Grant ordered an assault at onr 
respective fronts on the 19tli. Hy troops reached the top of the 
parapet, bnt oonld not cross over. The rebel parapets were strong- 
ly manned, and the enemy fonght hard and wdl. My loss was 
protty heavy, falling chiefly on the Thirteenth Begulars, whose 
oommanding oflloer, Captain Washington, was killed, and several 
other regiments were pretty badly cut up. We, however, held 
the ground np to the ditch till night, and then drew back only 
a flhort distance, and began to connter4rench. On the grave- 
yard road, onr parapet was within less than fifty yards of the 
reM ditch. 

On the 20th of May, General Grant called the three corps 
commanders together, viz., McClemand, IfePheraon, and She^ 
man. We compared notes, and agi-eed that the assault of the 
day before had failed, by reason of the natural strength of the 
position, and because we were forced by the nature of the 
ground to Umit onr attacks to the strongest parts of the ene 

m/s Une, vis., where the three principal roads entered the dtv 

Hi 
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It waa not a jouncil of war, but a more consultation, reoulting 
in orders from General Grant for us to make all possible prepa 
rations for a renewed assiiult on the 224, simultaneously, at 10 
A. M. I reconnoitred my front thoroughly in ]>ers<ju, from 
right to left, and concluded to make my real attack at the right 
flank of the bastion, where the graveyard road entered the 
enemy's intrenchments, and at another point in the cuilaiii about 
a hundred yards to its right (our left) ; also to make a strong 
demonstration by Steele's division, about a mile to our right, 
toward the river. All our field-batteries were put in posi- 
tion, and were covered by good epaulcments ; the troops were 
brought forward, in easy support, concealed by the shape of 
the ground ; and to the minute, viz., 10 a. m. of May 21 J, the 
troops sprang to the assault A small party, that might be 
called a forlorn hope, pro^aded with plank to cross the ditch, 
advanced at a run, up to the very ditch ; the lines of in- 
fantry sprang from cover, and advanced rapidly in line of battle. 
I took a position within two hundred yards of the rebel para- 
pet, on the ofE slope of a spur of ground, where by advancing 
two or three steps I could see every thing. The rebel line, con- 
cealed by the parapet, showed no sign of mnunml activity, but as 
our troops came in fair view, the enemy rose behind their para- 
pet and poured a furious fire upon our lines ; and, for about 
two hours, we had a severe and bloody battle, but at every 
point we were repulsed. In the very midst of this, when shell 
and shot fell furious and fast, occurred that little episode which 
has been celebrated in song andetory, of the boy Orion P. Howe, 
badly wounded, bearing me a message for cartridges, calibre 54, 
described in my letter to the Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of 
War. This boy was afterward appointed a cadet to the United 
States Naval Academy, at Annapolis, but he could not gradu- 
ate, and I do not now know what has become of him. 

After our men had been fairly beaten hack from off the para^ 
pet, and had got cover behind the spurs of gromid elose up to the 
rebel works, General Grant came to where I was, on foot, having 
loft his horse some distance to the rear. I pointed ont to him 
the rebel works, admitted that my asaault had hSM^ and ho uM 
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the reBolt with if Pherson and McClernand was about the ftarne. 
While he was with me, an orderly or staff -officer came and 
oanded him a piece of paper, which he read and lianded to mo. 
I think the writing was in pencil, on a loose piece of paper, and 
was in General McClernand's handwriting, to the effect that 
" his troops had captured the rebel parapet in his front," that 
the flag of the Union waved over the etron^hold of Yicka- 
burg," and asking him (General Grant) to give renewed orders 
to McPherson and Sherman to press tlieir attacks on their 
roBpective fronts, lest the enemy should concentrate on him 
(McCleraand). General Grant said, " I don't believe a word of 
it ; " but I reasoned with him, that this note was official, and 
must be credited, and I offered to renew the as&iult at once 
with new troops. lie said he would instantly ride down the 
line to McClernand's front, and if I did not receive orders to 
the contrary, by 3 o'clock p. m., I might try it again. Mower's 
fresh brigade was brought up under cover, and some changes 
were made in Giles Smith's brigade ; and, punctually at 3 p. m., 
hearing heavy firing down along tlie line to my left, I ordered 
the second assault. It was a repetition of the first, equally un- 
guccessful and bloody. It also tniiispired that the same thing 
had occurred with (uneral McPherson, who lost in this second 
assault some most valuable officers and men, without ade- 
quate result ; and that General McClernand, instead of ha\dng 
taken any single point of the rebel main parapet, lind only taken 
one or two small outlying lunettes open to the rear, where his 
men were at the mcrt y of tlio rebels behind their main parapet, 
•nd most of them were actually thus ca]>tured. This affair 
cansed great feeling with us, and severe criticism? on General 
McClernand, which led finally to his removal from the command 
of the Thirteenth Corps, to which General Ord succeeded. 
The imTnediate cause, however, of General "Mc'Clfrnand's re- 
moval was the publication of a sort of congratulatory order 
addressed to his troops, first j)ul)li8hed in St, Louis, in which 
he claimed that he had actually succeeded in making a lodg- 
ment in Vicksburg, but had lost it, owing to the fact that 
McPhenon and Shenoan did not fulfill their parta of the gen* 
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era! plan of att;i('k. This wfts simply untrue. The two several 
Msanltfl made ^L\y 22(1, on tlie lines of Viclcsburg, had failed, 
by reason of the great Ftrength of tlie position and the de- 
termined fighting of its gnrrison. I have since seen the posi- 
tion at Sevastopol, and without he?ltation I declare that at 
Viclvsburg to have been the more difficult of the two. 

Thereafter our proceedings were all in the nature of a Fieire. 
General (ilrant drew more troops from l^tcmpliis, to prolong «»iir 
general line to the left, so as completely to invest the i)lace on 
its land-side, while the navy held the river both above and 
below. General Mower's brigade of Tuttle*B division was 
also sent across the river to the peninsula, so that by May Slst 
Vicksburg was completely beleaguered. Good roads were con- 
Btructed from our camps to the several landing-places on the 
Yazoo River, to which points our boats brought us ample sup- 
plies; 80 that we were in a splendid condition for a siege, while 
our enemy was shut up in a close fort, with a large civil popula- 
tion of men, women, and children to feed, in addition to his 
combatant force. If we could prevent willies, or relief from 
the outside, the fate of the garrison of Vickaburg was meiely 
ft question of time. 

I had my headquarters camp close up to the works, near the 
centre of my corps, and General (^mnt had his bivouac behind 
a ravine to my rear. We estimated Pemberton's whole force in 
Vicksburg at thirty thousand men, and it was well known that 
the rebel General Jose]>!i E. Johnston was engaged in collecting 
mother strong force near the r>ig niack, with the intention to 
attack our rear, and thus to alford Pemberton an opportunity 
to escape with his men. Kvon then the ability of General 
Johnston was recognized, and General Grant told me that 
he was about the only general on that side whom he feared. 
Fach corps kept strong j)ickets well to the rear; but, as the 
rumors of Johnston's accumulating fc>rce reached us, General 
Grant concluded to take stronger measures, lie had received 
from tlie Nortli General J. (i. Parkes's corps (Ninth), which 
had been posted at Haines's I'hifT; then, detailing one division 
from each of the three cor^fs (Tamue investing N'icksburg, bo 
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ordered me to go out, take a general command of all, and to 
ixmnteroct any movement on the part of General Johnston to 
relieve Vicksburg. I reconnoitred the whole country, from 
Haines's Bluff to the railroad bridge, and posted the troops thus: 
Farkes's two divisions from Kaines's EluiT out to the lientonor 
ridge road; Tattle's division, of my corps, joining on and extend- 
ing to a plantation called Young's, overlooking Bear Creek 
valley, which empties into the Big Black above Messingcr's 
Ferry ; then McArthur's division, of MePherson's corps, took 
np the line, and reached to Osterhaus's division of McClcr- 
nand's corps, which held a strong fortified position at the rail- 
road-crossing of the Big Black Biver. I was of opinion that, if 
Johnston should cross tlie Big Black, he could by the favorable 
nature of the country be held in check till a concentration could 
be effected by us at the point threatened. From the best informa- 
tion we could gather, General Johnston had about thirty or forty 
thousand men. I took post near a plantation of one Tnble, 
near Markham's, an<l frequently reconnoitred the wliolc line, and 
could see the enemy engaged in like manner, on the east side of 
Big Black ; but he never attempted actually to erose over, 
except with some cavalry, just above Bear Creek, which 
was easily driven back. I was there from June 2oth to the 
4th of July. In a small log-house near Markham's was thp 
family of Mr. Klein, whose wife was the daughter of Mrs. 
Day, of New Orleans, who in turn was the sister of Judge T. 
W. Bartley, my brother-in-law. 1 used frequently to droji in 
And take a meal with them, and Mrs. Klein was generally 
known as the general's cousin, which doubtless saved her and 
her familj from molestation, too common on the part of our 
mcn. 

One day, as I was riding the line nc^u- a farm known as Par- 
eon Fox's, 1 heard that the family of a Mr. Wilkinson, of New 
Orleans, was refugeeing " at a house near ])y. I rode up, in- 
quired, and found two yomin^ girls of that name, who said they 
were the children of General Wilkinson, of T>onisiana, and that 
their brother had been at the Militarv School at Alexandria. 
Inquiring for their mother, I was told she was spending the daj 
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At Parson Fox's. As this house was on mj ronte, I rode there, 
went through a large gate into the yard, followed by my 
staff and escort, and found quite a number of ladies sitting 
on the porch. I rode up and inquired if that were Pjirson Fox's. 
The parson, a fine-looking, venerable old man, rose, and said that 
he was Parson Fox. I then inquired for Mrs. Wilkinson, 
when an elderly lady answered that she was the person. I 
asked her if slie were from Plaquemine Parish, Louisiana, and she 
aaid she was. I then inquired if she had a son who had been a 
cadet at Alexandria when General Sherman was superintendent, 
and she answered yes. I then annotmced myself, inquired after 
the boy, and she said he was inside of Vicksburg, an artillery 
lieutenant. I then asked about her husband, whom I had 
known, when ehe burst into tears, and cried out in agony, " Yoa 
killed him at Bull Run, where he was lighting for his countr)- ! '* 
I disclaimed killing anybody at Bull Run; but all the women 
present (nc.irly a dozen) burst into loud lamentations, which 
made it most uncomfortable for me, and I rode away. On the 
3d of July, as I sat at my bivouac by the road-side near Trible's, 
I saw a ])oor, miserable horse, carrying a lady, and led by a little 
negro boy, coming across a cotton-field toward me ; as they r\> 
preached I recognized poor Mrs. Wilkinson, and helped her to 
dismount. I inquired what had brought her to me in that style, 
and she answered that she kn^w Vicksburg was going to sur- 
render, and she wanted to go right away to see her boy. I had 
ft telegraph-wire to General Grant's headquarters, and had hoard 
■ that there were pym|>toms of surrender, but as yet nothing 
definite. I tried to console and dissuade her, but she was resolved^ 
and I could not help criving her a letter to General Grant, ex- 
plaining to him who slie was, and asking him to give her the 
earliest 0]>j>ortunity to see her son. The distnnf-e was fully 
twenty miles, but off she started, and I afterward learned that my 
letter had enabled her to see her son, who had escaped unharmed* 
Later in the day I got by telegraph (reneral Grant's notice of 
the negotiations for surrender ; and, l)y his directions, gave gen- 
eral orders to my troops to be ready at a moment's QOtioe ta 
cross the Big Bkck, and go for Joe Johnston. 
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The oflit daj (Jolj 4; 1863) Yidubnig muxmdeaeed, and 
«iden were givea for at oooe attacking General Jolmstfm. 
The Thirteenth Corps (General Ord) was ordered to march 
rapid] J, and croas the Big Black at the railroad-bridge; the 
fifteenth by Measinger'B, and the Ninth (General Parkes) hj 
Budaong'a Ferrj^all to conferge on Bolton. Ifj corps cnMeed 
the Big Black dniing the 6th and 6th of July, and marched for 
Bolton^ where we came in with General Ord'a troops ; bnt the 
Ninth Corpa was delayed in croBsiDg at Birdsong'B. Johnston 
had reoeiTed timely notice of Pemberton's sorrender, and was 
in full retreat for Jackson. On the 8th all onr troops reached 
the neighborhood of Clinton, the weather fearfully hot^ and 
water aearcob Johnston had marched rapidly, and in retreating 
had caused cattle^ liogs, and aheep, to be driven into the ponds 
el water, and there ahot down; so that we had to haul their 
dead and stinking carcassea out to use the water. On tiie 10th 
of July we had driven the rebel army into Jackson, where it 
tmned at bay behind the intrenchments^ which had beoi enlaiged 
and strengthened since our former visit in May. We dosed our 
lines about Jackson ; my corps (Fifteenth) held the centre^ ex- 
tending from the Clinton to the Baymond road; Ord's (Thir- 
teenth) on the right, reaching Pearl River below the town ; and 
Parkes^s (Ninth) the left, above the town. 

On the 11th we pressed dose in, and shelled the town from 
Cray direction. One of Ord's brigades (Lanman's) got too dose, 
and was very roughly handled and driven back in disorder. 
General Ord accused the commander (General Lauman) of having 
disregarded his orders, and attributed to him personally the dis- 
aster and heavy loss of men. He requested his relief, which I 
granted, and General Lauman went to the rear, and never r»> 
gained his division. He died after the war, in Iowa, much 
rapected, aa before that time he had been universally esteemed 
ft most gallant and excellent officer. The weather was fearfully 
hot, bnt we continued to press the siege day and night, using 
our artillery pretty freely ; and on the morning of July 17th 
tfia place was found evacuated. General Sted^s division was 
•ent in pursuit aa £ur as Brandon (fourteen mOes), but General 
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JohnBton had earned liis armj safely ofE, and pnzioit in that 
hot weather would have been fatal to niy command. 

Reporting the fact to General Grant, he ordered me to return, 
to Bend General Parkes's coips to Haines's Bluff, General Ord'a 
back to Yicksbnrg, and he consented that I should encamp mj 
whole corps near the Big Black, pretty much on the same ground 
we had occupied before the moyement, and with the pixwpeot 
of a period of rest for the remainder of the Bummer. We 
reach^ our campe on the 27th of July. 

Meantime, a diviaion of troops, commanded hy Bngadier- 
General W. Sooy Smith, had been added to my corps. General 
Smith applied for and received a aiGk-leave on the 2()th of July; 
Brigadier-General Uugh Ewing was assigned to its command; 
and from tliat time it conatituted the Fourth Dlvieioii of the 
Fifteenth Army Corps* 

Port Hudson had surrendered to General Banks on the 8th 
of July (a necessary consequence of the fall of Vickabnrg), and 
thus terminated probably the moat important enterprise of the 
civil war — the recovery of the complete control of the Misaii^ 
sippi River, from its source to its mouth — or, in the language 
of ^^Ir. Lincoln, the Mississippi went '*nnvexed to the sea." 

I put my four diWsionainto handsome, clean campS} looking 
to health and comfort alone, and had my headquarters in a beau- 
tiful gix)ve near the house of that same Parson Fox where I 
had found the crowd of weeping rebel women waiting for the 
fate of their friends in Yicksburg. 

The loss sustained by the Fifteenth Corps in the assault of 
May 19th, at Yicksburg, was mostly confined to the battalion of 
the Thirteenth Begulars, whose commanding ofBcer, Captain 
Waf^hington, was mortally wounded, and afterward died in the 
hands of the enemy, wliich battalion lost seventy -seven men 
out of the two hundred and fifty engaged; the Eighty-tliin? 
Indiana (Colonel Spooner), and the One Tlundi ed and Twentj* 
seTenth Tlllnois (Lieutenant-Colonel Eldhdge), the aggregate 
being about two hundred. 

In the assaults of the 22d, the loss in the Fifteenth Corps 
was about six hundred. 
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In the attack on Jackson, Mississippi, during the 11th- 16th 
<Kf JaljTf General Ord reported the loss in the Thirteenth Army 
Corps seyen hundred and SLxty->two, of which iive hundred and 
thirty-three were confined to Lauman's division ; Gene ml Parkes 
reported, in the Ninth Corps, tliirtj-sevem killed, two hundred 
and lifty-eight wounded, and thirty-three missing : total, tliree 
hundred and twenty-eight. In the Fifteenth C(»rpB the loss 
was le8»; so that, in the aggregate, the loss as rc])oi tu<l by me at 
the time was lees than a thousand men, while we took that nam 
ber alone of prisoners. 

In General Grant's entire army before Yicksburg, composed 
of the Ninth, part of the Sixteenth, and the whole of the Thii^ 
teenth, Fifteenth^ and Seventeenth Corps^ the aggregate loss^ as 
stated by Badean, 



Killed 1,248 

Wmmded 7,095 

MiMiiig 586 

Total 8,878 

Whereas the Confederate loss, as stated by the same anthor, 
was: 

Sarrendered at Yioksborg. 82,000 

Osptared at Ghsmpion HOli 1,000 

O^torcd St Big Black Brldgs 2,000 

Otptared at Port OibiOB. S,000 

Cnptnred with Loring , 4,000 

Killed and wonndad. «..•• 10,000 

8tragglerf 8,000 

Total 50,000 

Besides which, " a large amonnt of public property, consisting 
of railroads, locomotives, cars, steamers, cotton, guns, masket% 
ammunition, etc., etc., was captured in Vicksburg." 

The value of the capture of Vicksburg, however, was not 
measured by the list of prisoners, guns, and small-anns, but by 
the fact that its possession secured the navigation of the great 
oentnd river of the continent, bisected fatally the Southern Cc^ 
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federacj) and Mtthe armies which had been used in its conqiiMt 
free for other pnrposes ; and it so happened that the event oo> 
indded as to time with another great victoiy which crowned our 
ftrms far away, at Qettjaborg, Pemisylyania. That was a defen 
nve battle, whereas oun was ofEensive in the highest ac-Teptation 
of the term, and the two,occnrringat the same moment of tune, 
ahonld have ended the war ; bat the rebel leaders were mad, and 
seemed deteimined that their people should drink of the very 
lowest dregs of the cup of war, which thej themselves had 
propared* 

The campaign of Vicksburg, in its conception and execation, 
belonged exclusively to Gleneral Grant, not only in the groat 
whole, but in the thousands of its details. I still retain many 
of his letters and notes, all in his own handwriting, prescribing 
the rontes of march for divisions and detachments, specifying 
even the amount of food and tools to be carried along. Many 
persons gave his adjutant-general, Rawlins, the credit for these 
things, bat th^ were in error ; for no commanding general of an 
army erer gave more of his personal attention to details, or wrote 
BO many of his own orders, reports, and letters, as General Qrant^ 
His saeoess at Vicksburg justly gave him great fame at home 
and abroad. The President conferred on him the rank of majo> 
general in the regular army, the highest grade then ezJating by 
law ; and General McPherson and I shared in his snooess by 
receiving similar commismona as brigadiergenerals in the re§^ 
nlar aimy. 

But onr snooeas at Yicksborg produced other results not so 
fimjiable to our cause— a general relaxation of e£fort, and desire 
to escape the hard drndgeiy of camp : officers sought leaves of 
ibsence to visit their homes, and soldiers obtained furloughs and 
disebaiges on the most slender pretexts ; even the General Gov- 
ernment Boom ed to relax in its efforts to replenish onr ranks 
with new men, or to enforce the draft, and the politicians were 
pressing their schemes to reorganize or patch up some form of 
civil government, as fsst as the armiea gained partial posaessioii 
of the States. 

In order to iUnatrate this peculiar phase of oor dvil wiTi I 
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give at thk place ooineBof certain lettots wliidiluiTV not herati^ 
fore been pabUflhed : 

WAOJMVtWt Anf^ St, 1561. 
Wiftt-Ommil W. T. SnrnxAjr, VUkdntr^, Mistimpp*. 

Mr DXAR 6k!7xral : The qaestion of reoonitrnction in Louisiana, Missis- 
iippi, and Arkansas, will toon come op for deoiiion of tlie Gorernment, and 
not onlj the length of the war, but oar ultimate and complete suocesa, will 
4«p«iid upon ito Mdaa, It to a difflonlt nattor, bat I beliara it can ba 
■BooeHfliUj tolTvd, if the Flarfdent will oomolt ii|dsioiis of oool and dia- 
creet men, who are capable of looking at it in all its bearings and effects. 
I think he ia disposed to receive the advice of onr penornls who have been 
in these States, and know ranch more of their condition than gassj politi- 
cians in Oongreas. General Banks has written prettj fallj on the snbject. 
1 wrote to Qeneral Grant, immediatelj aftar the fall of Violuburg, for hit 
Tlawt ia tagafd to Ifli^Hipiri, bat ha hai not yet aoawared. 

I wish jon woald o<Hiralt with Oiaat, HePheraoa, aad othen of aool» 
good judgment, and write me jonr views fally, as I maj wish to osa them 
with the President. Yon had better write me nnofficially, and tlien your 
letter will not be pot on file, and cannot hereafter be naed afTainst yon. 
Too have been in Washington enough to know how everj Lhiug a man 
wriftet or nja it pioktd op bj hit aatodti tod ajtooBttaraad. With kind 
wUbm Inr jonr Itarthtr taootti^ 

I am joon trolj, 

H. W. Haumk. 

[Ftanse Aa» Ooannnua.) 

HsADQUARTiiu, Firranrra Ahvt Coart, I 
Cajct oh Bio Black, MiMiMirn, Sf i t mi mr 17, IMI. } 

d. W. Haluok, Cbmmandtr^H- Chief, WasMtiffion, D. O. 

DiAB Gknkbal: I have received your letter of Angust 29th, and with 
pleasnre confide to you fully my thoughts on the important niatters yon 
suggest, with absolute conlidenoo that you will uae what is valuable, and 
i^tet the atelMa or tapeiflaooa. 

That |»art (rf tha oontlneiit of NtMih Amerioa Imown tt Loniiiant^ 
Mississippi, and Arkansas, is in my judgment the key to the whole interior. 
The valley of the Mississippi is America, and, although railroads have 
ebanged the economy of intercommunication, yet the water-channels still 
mark the hues of fertile land, and afford cheap carriage to the heavy prod- 
acts of it. 

Tha inhahtttntt of tha ooanti7 on tha ICcnoDgibtia, tha nUnois, tha 
lOaattatai tha TtHoiraUna^ and Ottge^ ara tt diraotlj aoooeraed in tht 
anaiilj of thaLawirMtBitilppI at art Ihota who dwtD on ito «tr7 bankt 



Digitized by Google 



364 



YIOKSBUBO. 



[186^ 



in Lonisiana ; and now that the nation has rocovored its possession, thifl 
Koneration of men will make a fearful mistake if thej again ooinmit iU 
oharge to a people Uable to miiiiM tli^ p<witi<»i, and sMert, u wm raoentlj- 
4oiMt that, beoaoM Ihej dw«lt on tiM banks of thla mightj akream, thej 
had a right to control Ita navigatioa. 

I would deem it verj unwise at this time, or for years to come, to 
revive the State governraenta of Louisiana, etc., or to institute in thif 
quarter any civil government in wiiii-h the local people have much to say. 
They bad a goremment so mild and paternal that they gradually forgot 
they had ai^ at all, aara what they thanuelTea oontroUad ; they aaaartad 
an abaoloto right to aeize pabUc monayai forta, armai and avan to ahat op 
the natural avenues of travel and commerce. The/ choae u>ar— 4hiJ 
ignored and denied all the obligationa of the aolenm oontraet of govern* 
ment and appealed to force. 

We accepted the issue, and now they bepn to renlize that war is a two- 
edged sword, and it may be that many of the inhabitants cry for peace. I 
know them well, and the very impolaee of thdr natore; andto deal withtha 
Inhabitanta of that part of the Sooth whieh bordera on the great 
mnat reoognize the classes into which they have divided themsolves : 

FKrtt. The large planters, owning landa, slaves, and all kinds of per- 
sonal property. These are, on the whole, the rnlin;^ clas*. Tlioy are edu- 
cated, wealthy, and easily approached. In some districts i\w\ are bitter as 
gall, and have given np slaves, plantatiuna, and all, serving in the armies of 
tile Oonfederaoj ; whereaa, in othera, they are ooDaerra^Tew None dare 
admit a iHendahip for as, thongh they say freely that they were at the ootael 
opposed to war and diaonion. I Icnow we can manage this class, but only by 
action. Argument is exhausted, and words have lost their usual meaning. 
Nothing but the logic of events touches their understanding ; but, of late, 
this has worked a wonderful change. If our country were like Europe, 
orowded with people, I would say it would be easier to replace this class 
than to reoonatmot it, anbordinate to the policy of the nation ; bat| as tUa 
ta not the oaae,lt ia better to allow theplantera, with Individnid ezoeptiona^ 
gradually to recover their plantations, to hire any species of labor, and to 
adapt themselves to the now order of things. Still, their friendship and as- 
sistance to reconstruct order out of the present ruin cannot be depended on. 
Tliey watch the operations of our artnics, and hope still for a Southern Con- 
federacy that will restore to them the slaves and privUegee which they 
feel are otherwiae loat forerer. In my Jadgment, we have two more battlea 
to win befwe we should even bother oar minda with the idea reatoring 
civil order — ^viz., one near Meridian, in November, and one near Shreveport, 
in February and March next, when Red River U navigable by our giinboats. 
When tliese are done, then, and uot iiutil tlien, will the planters of Liiiiri- 
ana, Arkaitsas. and Miasiaeippi, submit. Slavery is already gona^ and, to eol- 
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ttflte the landf negro or other labor must be hired. This, of itself, is a vast 
ftvohition, and time moat h% afibrded to allow men to a4in>t their mioda 
and liiblta to this new ordw of thlnga. A dvfl goTanuDent of tha rapra- 
aantafilTa ^jpa woold anlt thia olasa tax Um than a pore military rale, readi- 
If adftptiiig itadf to aotnal ocourrenaaai and able to enforce ita Uwa and 
orders promptly and einphuticjiUy. 

S^and. The srrmlk'r funuers, mechanics, merchants, and laborers. Tliis 
class will probably number three-quarters of the whole; have, in fact, no 
real iniereft in the eatablithmentof a Sonthem Confederacy, and hare been 
led or driven into war on the iUae theory that iSbtij were to bo benefited 
■omehow— they knew not how. Tbey are eaieiitially tired of tiie war, and 
would slink back borne if tbey oonld. These are the real tur$ itat of the 
South, and are hardly worthy a thought; for they swerve to and fro ac- 
cording to events which they do not com})rehend ur attempt to shapa. 
When the time for reconstruction comes, they will want the old political 
iTilam cf eanonaea, Legislatorea, etc., to amnae them and make them belicTe 
tiiey aro real aorerdgna; bnt in all things they will follow blindly the lead 
«f the planters. The Southern politidani^ who ondoratand thia elaai^ nae 
them as the Freoob do their maasea — seemingly consult tlieir prqjndleea, 
while they make their orders and enforce them. We should do the same. 

Third. The Union men of the South. I must confess I have little re- 
spect for this claas. They allowed a clamorous set of demagogues to muzzle 
ttd drlvt them aa a pack of eam Afttaid of shadows, tbey sabmit tamely 
to aqnada of dragoons, and permit them, withont a mnrmnr, to burn theb 
ootton, take their horses, com, and every thing ; and, when we reach them, 
they are fxill of complaints if our men take a few fence-rails for fire, or corn 
to fee<l owT horses. They give us no assistance or informiifion, and are 
loutlost in their complaints at the suialle^»t excesses of "nr f*oM:ers. Tlieir 
sons, horses, arms, and every thing useful, aro in the army against ut<, and 
Ihey stay al home, daindng all the exemptions of peaoeftil dtlMOs. I ao- 
ooont them as nothing in this great game of war. 

Mkmih, The young bloods of theSooth: sons of planters, lawyers about 
towns, good billiard-players and sportsmen, men who never did work and 
never will. "War suits them, and the rascals are bravo, fine riders, bold to 
rashness, and dniiptTous Hubjects in every sense. Tliej cnre not a ."ou for 
niggers, land, or any thing. They hate Yankees par »t, and don't bother 
thehr brains aboot the past, preaent, or fbtara. Aa long aa they have good 
h<Hrse8^ plenty of forage, and an open eoontry, they are happy. Thia la a 
larger daaa than moat men suppose, and they are the most dangerous set of 
men that tliia war baa turned loose upon the world. They are splendid 
riders, first-rate shots, and utterly ret kless. Stewart, John Morgan, Forrest, 
and Jarlcson, nre the types and leaders of this class. These men must all ba 
killed or employed by us before we can hope for peace. They have no prop- 
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trty or fbtare, and tiMMfora ottBot b« hrflnneed bj anj thing, ezoept per* 
naal eonaidentioiM. I httn two MgadM of Amm foUowt in mj fniai, 
eommanded by Ootbj, of the old armj, and Whitfield, of Texas. Stephen 
J>. Lee is in oommand of the whole. I have frequent interview b vrith 
their ofiicorB, a good understanding with them, and am inclined to thinks 
when the resourco« of their country are exhausted, we must employ them. 
The/ are tho bestouvulrji in the world, but it will tax Mr. Chase's genius for 
fiatooo to supply Hum witk boriM. At prMtnt hones ooit theoi nothing ; 
for HuffUk&whtn fhcj ftad, and donH bothor their breiiw ■§ to who ie te 
pay for them ; the same may be said of the cornfields, which have, as they 
belieye, been cultivated by a good-natured people for their special benefit* 
We propose to share with thorn the free Qs« of theae oonifield% pirated bj 
willing hands, that will never gather the crops. 

Now that I have aketohed the people who inhabit the diatriot of country 
inder oooelderatSoii, I wiU prooeed to diieiiM the ftttore* 

A eMl goTemmeDt now, Ibr eny pert of it, would be ifanply ridkni- 
loui. The people would not regard it, and even the mlfitary oommandere 
of the antagonistio parties would treat it lightly. Govemore would be 
ilmplT petitioners for military assistance, to protect supposed friendly in- 
terests, and military commanders would refuse to disperse and weaken their 
armies for military reasons. Jealomdea woold ariae between the two con> 
ffiottng powen^ and, instead of oootribotiBg to the end ot the war, would 
aetnally daftr It Therelbre, I eonteod thai the interests of the United 
States, and of the real parties concerned, demand tiie continuance of the 
aimple military rule, till after all the organised armlea of the Soath are 
dispersed, oonquero<l, and subjugated. 

The people of all this region are represented in the Army of Virginia, 
il Oharleston, Mobile, rad Ohattanooga. They have sons and rslations In 
eneh of the rebel annlea, and natnrallj are interested In their fatOb Thoogh 
we hold military poesession of the kej-polnts of their oonntry, still they eon* 
tend, and naturally, that ahould Lee succeed in Virginia, or Bragg at Ghat> 
tanooga, a change will occur here also. We caunot for this reason attempt 
to reconstrurt parts of the South as we coiujuer it, till all idea of the eetablish- 
ment of a Southern Confederacy is abandoned. We should avail ourselves 
of the preeent Inll to seovre the strategical points thai will give na an ad- 
ttttage in the fbtare military movementa, and we ahoold treat the Idea of 
tMl goTsmment as one In which we as a nation lunre a minor or subordi- 
nate Interest The opportunity is good to impress on the population the 
tk'uth that they are more interested in civil government than we are ; and 
that, to enjoy the protection of laws, they must not be passive ohservers * 
events, but must aid and sustun the constituted authorities in enforcing the 
laws ; they most not only sabmlt themselTeib ^ dkodd pay thefar shavt of 
tena^ and render personal aarTioea when eaOed o& 
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It Menu to me, in oontemplatiog the history of the past two jtta% that 
dl the people of ov oonntrjr, North, Sooth, Zu^ tad Weet, hw beoi 
uideigQiiig a Mlntarj poUtieal aohoolliif^ laandns laaHna wbiah might hava 
beam ae^oired from tba aiperiaoea of other people; but we had all 

become so wiaa in oar own conceit that we wonld only learn by actual ex- 
periemce of our own. The p60[)lo evoa of amall and uniinportunt local itie», 
North as well as South, had ruaaoned themselves into the belief that their 
opinions were saperior to the aggregated Intaraat of fha vhola natloa. 
Half oor tarritofial natloii voMad, on a dootriaa of aaoaeiioii that thof 
thamaeltaa nov loont; and a real namarieal minority actually believed that 
a little State waa endowed with such sovereignty that it could defeat the 
policy of the great whole. I think the present war has exploded that 
notion, and wore this war to cease now, the experience gained, though 
dear, would be worth the expense. 

Another great and important nataral tmtli la atfll In oontaal^ and oaa 
onlf bo adTad 1^ war. Knmerioal miiJorltlaa Tota bava bean oor great 
arbiter. Heretofore all men bare dheerfUly asbmitted to it in qnestiona 
left open, but noraerical mjyorities are not necessarily physical majorities. 
The Sooth, though numerically inferior, contend they can whip the Xorthorn 
•uperiority of numbers, and therefore by natural law they contend that they 
are not bound to submit This issue is the only real one, and in my judg- 
miot all alaa ehoold be deferred to it War alona oaa deeida it, and It la 
tba only qaeatloii now left far aa aa a peopla to daoida. Oaa wo wUp tha 
South t If we oaa, oor nnmarioal mi^oritj has both the natural and consti« 
tutional right to govern them. If we cannot whip them, they contend for 
the natural right to select their own government, and they have the argu- 
ment. Our armies must prevail over theirs; our officers, marshals, and 
oonrte, must penetrate into the innermost reoeseea of their land, before we 
batfo tiha natoral right to domaad their mbmiadon. 

I would bamsh all minor qdeetiona, aaiert tha broad doetrina thai 
aa a nation the United States has the right, and aleo the phyrioal power, to 
penetrate to every part of our national domain, and that we will do it — 
that we will do it in our own time and in our own way; that it makes no 
difference whether it be in one year, or two, or ten, or twenty ; that we 
will ranova'and daatroj arary obataole, if naad ba, tafca arery life, every 
aera of land, arary partida of property, ovary thing that to na aaema 
proper; that wa wUl not ceaaa till tha and la attained; tbat all who do not 
aid us are enemies, and that we will not acconnt to them for our acta. If 
the people of the South oppose, they do so «f their peril ; and if they stand 
by, mere lookers-on in this domo<^tic tragedy, thej have no right to imma- 
nity, protection, or share in the final results. 

I area beliara and aontand Ihrtbar that, In tba Nortb, trary mambar al 
tbanattoalabonadbybotb aatoral and ounaUtoiloaal law la **mainlala 
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and defend the Govemment egainil iD iti enemiee and' oppeeert wImmiuo* 
•rer.** If th^ M to do it they are dereliot, and ean be panisfaed, or do- 
pilved of all adTaotages arising from the labors of those who do. If any 

Ban, North or South, withholds his share of taxes, or his physical assist- 
ance in this, tho crisis of our historj, ho ahould bo deprived of all voice ia 
the future elections of this country, and might bo bauished, or reduced to 
the coudilion of a mere dcaizen of the land. 

War it apoQ na^ none ean deny it. It ia not the tSb/ehb the Oovemment 
of tho Uintteii SCatea^ hot of a ISieUon; the Ooreniment waa Ibroed to ao- 
cept the issue, or to robmit to a degradation fatal and disgraceful to all the 
inhabitants. In accepting war, it should be "pure and simplo " as applied 
to the belligerents. I would keep it so, till all traces of the war are olTaoed ; 
till those who appealed to it are sick and tired of it, and come to the em- 
blem of our nation, and roe for peace. I would not coax them, or even 
meat them half-waj, bat make them ao aiok of war diat generatfona would 
paaa awaj before thej wonki again appeal to it 

I know what I say when I repeat that the inaorgenta of the Sooth ineer 
at all overtures looking to their interests. They scorn the alliance with the 
Copperheads ; they tell me to my face that they respect Grant, McPherson, 
and our brave associates who fight manfully and well for a principle, but 
despise the Gopperheads and sneoka at the North, who profess friendship 
for the South and oppodtion to the war, aa mere oovera for their knayery 
and poltroonery. 

God knowa tliat I deplore this fratricidal war as much as any man living^ 
but it is upon TU, a physical fact; and there is only one honorable issue 
from it. We must fight it out, army against urm\ , and man against man ; 
and I know, and you know, and civilians begin to realize the fact, that 
reconciliation and reconstmction will be easier through and by means of 
alrong, weil-equipped, and organised armlea than through any spedea of 
eoQTentkoi that can be framed. The iaanea are made, and all disooaalon ia 
•at of place and ildloQlona. The aeotion of thirty-poimder Parrott nfies 
now drilling before my tt>nt is a more convincing argument than the largest 
Democratio meeting the State of New York can possibly assemble at Al- 
bany ; and a simple order of the War Department to droll enough nan to 
fln our aUtofeon regfmenta wonld be more oon^dng aa to oar national per- 
petoity than an homble pardon to Jeff. Davia and all hia ndaled boat 

The only government needed or deserved by the States of Lonisiana, 
Arkansas, and Mississippi, now exists in (iraiit's army. This needii simply, 
enough privates to fill its ranks ; all else will follow in due season. This 
army has its well-defined code of laws and jiractice, and can adaj't it^olf to 
the wants and necessities of a city, the country, the rivers, the sea, indeed 
to an parte of tUa land. It better aubserret tibe intereat and policy of tho 
Qeneral GoifemmeDli and the people hero prefer It to any weak or oi^ 
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irfle oombination that would at onc«, from force of habit, rafHiaod ptrpti* 

■at* local prejadiccs and passions. The people of thia country have for* 
felted all right to a voice in tho councils of the nation. They know it and 
feel it, and in after-jears the/ will be the better citizens from the dear- 
bought experience of the preaent orina. Let them learn now, and learn it 
wdl, that good oitiMiiii mml obey aa wdl at eonmind. Obedicnoe to law, 
abtotalo— 7it» ovn aljaot-li tbo hmm that thla war, andar ProTidenoa^ 
will teach the free and anMfhttaad Amarioan dttwn. AaaBatioii,waaha]l 
be the better for it 

I never have apprehended foreign interference in our famllj quarreL 
Of course, govemuiente founded on a different and it may be an antago- 
niatio principle with oura naturally feel a pleasure at our complications, and, 
It Biay ba, wlah our downM ; bat in tha and ICnglaiwI and Franaa will join 
with na tai JnbQalion at tha trtamph of aonatltational govammant orar 
Action. Eren now the English manifest this. I do not profesa to nndar- 
etand Napoleon's design in Mexico, and I do not see that his taking military 
possession of Mexico concerns us. We have as much territory now as we 
want. The Mexicans have failed in self-government, and it was a question 
as to what nation ahe ahould fall u pl-oy. That is now solved, and I don't 
aaathatwaaradamagad. Waharatha Unaatpartof thaKorth AmarleaA 
Oontinaiti all wo aan paopla and oan taka ear* of; and, if wo oan aoppraw 
rahalUon fai onr awn land, and oompoaa the strife generated by it, we shall 
have enough people, resources, and wealth, if wall combined, to dai^ in- 
tarferenoe from any and every quarter. 

I therefore hope the QoTemment of the United States will continue, aa 
haratdbre, to coUeot, in well-organized armiea, tha physical strength of 
tha nation ; applying it, aa haratofofa^ In anarting tha national aothoritj; 
nd in panararln^ wifliont lalazation, to tha and. Tliia, whether near or 

ai( la not for us to aay ; but, fortunately, we have no choice. We ronat 
iuooeed — no other choice is left as except degradation. The South must b« 
ruled by us, or she will rule us. We must conquer them, or ourselves ba 
conquered. There is no middle course. They aak, and will have, nothing 
alae, and talk of compromiaa la boah; for wa know thaj would aran aaora 
thaafliw; 

I wiah flia war ooold hara been deferred for twenty yeara, till tha 
anperabnndant population of the North could flow in and replace the loesea 
aosUined by war; bnt thia aonld not ba, and wa ara forced to taka thingi 
as they are. 

All therefore I oan now Tcntore to adrlae ia to raise tha draft to Ua 
aazfanun, fill tha praaant regimanta to ia laiga a atandard aa poaAli^ 
aad pnah tha war, pua and rfnpla. Grait attanUoD dioaU ha paid ta 
tha diadplfaM of ow ifBiai^ hrmfhm aagrba tadad thafMorarti^ 
Mtyalthaginwl. 
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■dDost themwlves to the actual state of affairs ; and, even if we would, we 
oonld not change the cost. Indeed, the larger the co^t now, the lew will 
it be in the end ; for the end must l>o attained eomehow, regordlMS of 
lots ol lite and treaHurd, and is uerelj a qaeatiun of time. 
SxooM 10 long ft ktlar. With gnot respeot, eto^ ' 

W. T. BanMUi, M^for (frntmrn k 

General Halleck, on reo«iptof this letter, telegraphed me 
dial Mr. Lincoln had read it carefully, and had instmcted him 
to obtain my consent to have it pnblidied. At the time, I pro- 
faned not to be drawn into any newspaper oontroYersy, and ao 
wrote to General Halleck ; and the above letter has never been, 
to my knowledge, published ; though Hr. Tiinooln more than 
9006 Telened to it with mariu of approraL 

ff^'TT***"" nmxNTR Abxt CoKPt, I 
Gamp om Bia Blaoe, S^yUmhw 17, 18M. f 

Brigadier -Qfntr^l J. A. Rawuvs, Acting Aui$tant Adjutant -Otntral^ 
Viehibvrg. 

Dkab Qkitkrax.: I inoIoM for jonr penual, and for yoa to read to 
GtiMral Gnat imh parta aa yoo deem intereating, letton receivod bj no 
from Frol l£ahaii and Goaoral HaDoeki with my aoawara. Aftor 70Q htfo 
lead my answer to Genoral HaOoek, I beg you to indloso it to ita addroai^ 

tnd return me the others. 

I think Prof. Mahan's very marked encomium upon the campaign of 
Vioksburg is so flattering to Qeneral Grant, that you may otfer to let him 
keep the letter, if he values snoh a testimonial. I have never written a 
word to Qoaeral Halleck dnoo my report of last Dacambor, after the affair 
aft OhSekaaaw, oxoopt a short letter a few daya ago, tlianking him for tho 
kind manner of his transmitting to me the appointment of brigadier-general. 
I know that in Washington I am incomprehensiblo, because at the outset 
of tho war I would nut go it blind and rush heudlung into a war unprepared 
and with an utter ignorance of its extent and purpose. 1 was then con- 
iCniad wmrni; ad bow Hiait I inaiat oa war pora and ihnple, with no 
admiztnra of oivll oompromisea, I am suppoaed Tindiottve. Ton remember 
what Pohniui said to his son La«rUt: "Beware of entrance to a quarral; 
bnt, being in, bear it, that the opposed may beware of thee.** Whf>.t h tnie 
of the dngle man, is equally true of a nation. Our leaders seemed at first 
to thirst for the quarrel, willing, even anxious, to array asrainst us all pos- 
sible elements of opposition; and now, being in, they would hasten to ^uit 
balteo tbo ••orooaed*'haa lOoalTad tiial laMi^iiflh iM aaada 1 
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tin the SoQth begs for BMroy ; indeed, I know, and yon know, that the end 
would be reached qnicker by bucIi a course than by any seeming yielding 
on our part. I don't want oar Government to be bothered by patching np 
local goTermiitfoU, or by trying to reconcile any class uf men. The South 
hof dona her worst, Ibd now !■ the time for oa to pile on our blows thick 
ndftat. 

Iniload of portponlBg the draft tOlaftwIbofllMiCioiii^ wooightaowlo 
hoTOOorraoktftill of drafted men; and,iftbeit|lf fbejcomootal^ thcjwlll 
raooh US when we should be in motion. 

I think General ilalleck would like to have the honest, candid opinions 
of all of ua, viz., Grant, McPherson, and Sherman. I have given mine, and 
woold prefer, of course, that it shonld ooinoida with the others. Still, no 
matlar wliat my opinion maj be, I oan eaailj adapt my oondoot to the 
plana of ofhar% and tm only too happy whan I And thafan hotter than 



If no trouble, please show Halleck's letter to McPherson, and ask him 
to write also. I know his regiments are like mine (mere sqnads), and need 
AUing np. Tonrs tnily, 

W T Hmmbmaw ^ ■ 
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CHAPTEB XIV. 

OHATTAVOO«A AVD KVOXTILLB. 

JULY TO DBOEMBEB, IMS. 

Aftkk the fall of Yicksburg, and its corollary, Port Iliid- 
ion, tho Mississipjti River was wholly in the possessiuu of the 
Uniun forces, and formed a perfect line of 6ej)aratIou in the ter 
ritoriea of our opponents. Thenoefortli, they could not cross it 
save by stealth, and tho militaiy allairs on its west bank be- 
came nniniportant. Grant's army had Rcemingly completed ita 
share of the work of war, and lay, as it were, idle for a time. In 
person General Grant went to New Orleans to confer with Gen- 
eral Banks, and his victorious army was somewhat dispersed. 
Parke's corps (Xinth) returned to Kentucky, and afterward 
formed part of the Anny of the Ohio, under General Burnside ; 
Ord's corps (Thirteenth) was sent down to Natchez, and gradu- 
ally drifted to New Orleans and Texas; McPherson's (Seven- 
teenth) remained in and near Vick^burg; Ilurlbut's (Sixteenth) 
was at Menjpliis; and mine (Fifteenth) was encamped along the 
Big Black, about twenty miles east of Vicksburg. This coi^ps 
waa comjMjsed of four divitjions: Steele's (the First) was posted 
at and near the railroad-bndge ; Blair's (the Second), next in 
order, near Parson Fox's ; the Third Division (Tuttle's) was 
on the ridge al)out the head of Bear Creek; and the Fourth 
(Ewing's) wan at Messinger's Ford. My own headquarters 
were in tents in a fine grove of old oaks near Parson Fox's 
house, and the battalion of the Thirteenth Eegulars was the 
Headquarters guard. 

All the camps were arranged for health, comforti reit| ind 
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drill. It beiug midBummer, we did not expect any change till 
the autumn montlis, and accordingly niiide ourselves a;? comfort' 
able as possible. There was a t^liort railroad in operation from 
Yicksburg to the bridge across the Big BLick, \\ hence supplies 
in abundance were hauled to our rcBpective camps. With a 
knowledge of this fact Mrs. Sherman came down from Ohio 
with Minnie, Lizzie, Willie, and Tom, to pay us a visit in our 
camp at Parson Fox's. Willie was then nine yeai-s old, was 
well advanced for his ye;irs, and took the most intense interest 
in the atiairs of the army. He was a great favorite with the 
soldiers, and used to ride with me on horseback in the numer- 
ous di'ills and reviews of the time. I Li then had the promise 
of as long a life as any of my children, and displayed more in- 
terest in the war than any of them. He was called a "ser- 
geant" in the regular battalion, learned the manual of arms, 
and regularly attended the parade and guard-mounting of the 
Thirteenth, back of my camp. We made frequent visits to 
Vicksburg, and always stopped with General Mcriicrson, who 
had a large house, and boarded with a family (Mrs. Edwards's) in 
which were several interesting, young ladies. General Giant 
ooeapied another house (Mrs. Lum's) in Vicksburg during that 
summer, and also had his family with him. The time passed 
very agreeably, diversified <>]ily by little events of not muoh 
fignificauoe, taaoag which I will recount only one. 

While we occupied the west bank of the Big Bhudc, the 
east bank was watched by a rebel cavalry-division, commanded 
by General Armstrong. He had four brigades, commanded by 
Generals Whitfield, StJirk, Cosby, and Wirt Adams. Quite fre* 
qnenUy they communi&ited with us by flags of truce on trivial 
matters, and we reciprocated, merely to observe them. One day 
aflag of truce, borne by a Captain B~ — ^ of Louisville, Kentucky, 
escorted by about twenty five men, was reported at Messinger's 
Ferry, and I sent orders to let them come right into my tent 
This brought them through the camps of the Fourth Division, 
and part of the Second ; and as they drew up in front of my 

tent, I invited Captain B and another officer with him (a 

major from JDobila) to dismount, to enter mj taiit|aiid to mak» 
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themselves at home. Their escort was sent to join iniue, with 
orders to furnisli them forage and every thin<]j they wanted. 

B had brought a sealed letter for General Grant at Yicks- 

burg, which was dispatched to him. lu the evening we had a 

good supper, with wine and cigars, and, as we sat talking, B 

Bpoke of his father and mother, in Louisville, got leave to write 
them a long letter without its being read by any one, and 
then we tidked about the war. Ue s;iid: "What is tlie use 
of your persevering ? It is simply impossible to subdue eight 
millions of people;'' asserting that "the feeling in the South 
had become so embittered that a reconciliation was impossible.*' 
I answered that, "sitting as we then were, we appeared very 
comfortable, and surely tliere was no troul)le in our })ecoming 
friends." "Yes," said he, "that is very true of us, Itut we are 
gentlemen of education, and can easily adapt ourselves to any 
condition of things; but this would not aj)ply e<j[Ually well to the 
common people, or to the common suMiers." I took him out to 
the camp-tires liehind the tent, and there were the men of his 
escort and mine mingled together, drinking their coffee, and 

happy as soldiers always seem. I asked B what he thought 

of that, and he admitted tliat 1 had the best of the argument. 
Before I dismissed this flag of truce, his coin|)aiuun consulted 
me confidentially as to what disposition he ought to make of his 
family, then in Mobile, and I frankly gave him the best advice 
I could. 

While we were thus lying idle in camp on the Big Black, 
the Army of the Cumberland, under General Rosecrans, was 
moving against Bragg at Chattanooga ; and the Army of the 
Ohio, General Burnside, was marching toward East Tennessee. 
General Rosecrans was so contident of success that he some- 
what sciittered his command, seemingly to surround and cap- 
ture Bragg in Chattanooga ; but the latter, reiinforced from 
Virginia, drew out of Chattanooga, concentrated his army at 
Lafayette, and at Chickamauga fell on Rosecrans, defeated 
him, and drove him into Chattanooga. The whole country 
seemed paralyzed by this unhappy event; and the authorities in 
Waihington were thorouKhly stampeded. From, the East the 
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Eleventli Corps (Slocuiu), and the Twelfth Corps (Iloward), 
were sent by rail to Nashville, and forward under command of 
General Uooker ; orders were also sent to General Grant, by 
Hallock, to send what reenforcements he could spare immedi- 
ately toward Chattanooga. 

Bragg had completely driven Rosecrans's army into Chatta- 
nooga; the latter was in actual danger of starvation, and the 
raih*oad to his rear seemed iiiadequute to his supply. The first 
intimation which I got of this disaster was on the 22d of Sep- 
tember, by an order from General Grant to dispatch one of my 
divisions immediately into Vicksburg, to go toward Chattanooga, 
and I dcBignuted the First, General Osterhaus — Steele mean- 
time having been appointed to the command of the Department 
of Arkansas, and had gone to Little Rock. General Osterhaus 
marched the same day, and on the 23d I was summoned to 
Vicksburg in person, where General Grant showed me the 
alarming dispatches from General Ilalleck, which had been sent 
from Memphis by General Ilurlbut, and said, on further 
thought, that he would send me and my whole coi-ps. But, inas- 
much as one division of McPherson's corps (John E. Smith's) 
had already started, he instructed mo to leave one of niy di- 
visions on the Big Black, and to get the other two ready to fol- 
low at once. I designated the Second, then conunanded by 
Brigadier-General Giles A. Smith, and the iTourth, commanded 
by Brigadier-General Corse. 

On the 25th I returned to my camp on Big Black, gave all 
the necessary orders for these divisions to move, and for the 
Third (Tuttle's) to remain, and went into Vicksburg with m} 
family. The last of my corps designed for this ex])edition 
started from camp on the 27tli, reached Viekslniig the 28th, 
and were embarked on boats provided for them. General 
Halleck's dispatches dwelt upon the fact that General Rose 
crans's routes of supply were overtaxed, and tlifct we should 
move from Memphis eastward, repairing railroads as we pro- 
gressed, as far as Athens, Alabama, whence I was to report to 
General Rosecrans, at Chattanooga, by letter. 

I took piaiage for myself and family in the steamer Atlui- 
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tifl^ Oaptain Heniy lizDufoff^L When the boat was ready to 
fturt^ WilHe was miaaiiig. Mn. Shennan suppoaed him to hsro 
been with me, whereaa I anppoaed he was with her. An offi> 
eer of the Thirteenth went up to General MePherBon'a honae 
for him, and soon retained, wilih Captain dift leading him, 
eanying in his hands e small donble-baneled ahotgnn; and I 
joked him about eanjing away captured property. In a dioct 
time we got off. As we all stood on the guards to look at our old 
camps at Tonng's Pointy I remarked that Willie was not well, 
and he admitted that he was sick. His mother put him to bed, 
and eonsolted Br. Boler, of the Fifty-fifth Blinols^ who found 
symptoms of typhoid fever. The river waa low; we made alow 
progress till above Helena; and, aa we approadied MempMs, 
Br. Boler told me that WiUie^s life was in danger, and he was 
ertremely anxious to reach Mamphia for certain medicineB and 
for consultation. We airiTcd at Memphis on the 2d of October, 
carried Willie up to the Gayoso Hotel, and got the moat experi> 
enoed physician there, who acted with Br. Boler, but he aank 
rapidly, and died the evening'd the 8d of October. The blow 
was a teirible one to us all, so sudden and ao unexpected, that 
I eonld not help reproaching myaelf for having conaented to hia 
▼iait in that aiddy region in the snmmer^ima Of all my cfail- 
dran, he aeemed the most precious. Bom in San Franciseo, I 
had vrotehed with intense interest hia development| and he 
seemed more than any of the children to take an interest in 
my special profession. Mrs. Sherman, Ifinnie^ lissie^ and 
Tom, were witli him at the time, and we all, helpless and over* 
whelmed, saw him dia Being in the veiy midst of an impoi>> 
taat military enterprise, I had hardly time to pause and think 
of my personal loss. We procured a metsllic casket, and had 
a military funeral, the battalion of the Thirteenth United States 
Begulars acting as escort from the Qayoso Hotel to the stean^ 
boat Grey Engle, which oonvejed him and my family up to 
Cairo^ whence they proceeded to our home at Lancaster, Ohio^ 
where he was buried. I here giro my letter to Oaptain O. O. 
Bndth, who commanded the battalion at the time^ as eihlbiting 
oar intense feelings : 
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ttAiMo Hovn. Mmamm, Timi— ■, ) 
Odoim- 4, 1999— Midnight. \ 

Oaptain 0. 0. Smith, commanding Battalion Thirteenth United Statm 

Ut DBAS Fnno: I atanok dMp to-night tID I reoord an ezpr«MloB«f 
Am dMp fbeUiifi of my hmri to jon, and to tho ofBomand ■oldien of tbo 

battalion, for their kind behavior to my poor child. I realin that yoa all 
feel for mj ftmUj tho attaohmant of kindrod, and I amra 700 of foil 

rociprocity. 

OoiisisicDt with a boneo of datj to my profesilon and oflicc, I could not 
leave my post, and sent for the ftuuLly to come to me in that fatal cUuiato, 
and in that ilokly period of the year, and bahoU tho raaoltl The ohOd 
that boro mj name^ and in whoaa IMoro I ropoaed with more eonHdenoo 
than I did in my own plan of life, now floata a more oorpfe, seekiog a grave 
In a diitant land, with a weepfaig mother, brother, and sisters, olastered 
about him. For myself, I ask no sympathy. On, on I mnst go, to meet a 
soldier's fate, or live to see our country rise superior to all factions, till it« 
dag is adored and respeoted by ourselvea and by all the powers of the earth. 

Bnt WUHe was, or thon^t ho wai^ a sergeant in the Thirteenth. I 
have aeon hla 070 brighten, his heart beat, as ho beheld the battalion under 
anns, and asked me if thej wwe not rsol soldiers. Child as he was, ho had 
the enthusiasm, the pnre lovo of tmth, honor, and lOTt of 00Qntr7, whioh 
should animate all soMiers. 

God only knows why he sliouUl die thus young. Ho is dead, hut will 
not bo forgotten till those who knew him In life have followed him to that 
same mysterious end. 

Fleaso oonvey to the battalion m7 haart-ftlt thanks^ and aasore eaoh and 
oH that if in afler>7ean the7 eaU on me or mine^ ai^ mention tiuit tho7 
wore of the Thirteenth Regulars when Willie was a sergeant, they wiD 
have A key to the affections of my family that will open all it has ; that WO 
will share with them oar last blanket, our last crust ! Your fri > n d . 

W. T. SHSBMAir, M<^-Gtn$raL 

Long aftearward, in the spring of 1867, we liad hii body dit* 
interred and brought to St. Louis, where he is now bnried in ft 
beantiful spot, in Calvary Cemetery, by the eide of another 
child, Charles,'' who was bom at Lancaster, in the amnmer of 
1864, died early, and was buried at Notre Dame, Indiana. IKs 
body was transferred at the sjune time to the same spot. Over 
Willie'B i^ave \& erected a beautiful marble monument, desired 
and executed by tho officers and soldiers of that battalion which 
ftUimed him as a aergeant and comradet 
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Dnrfalg the summer and fall of 18G3 Major-CIeneral S. A. 
Hurlbut wad in comiiiaud at Memphis, lie supplied me copies 
of all dispatches from Wa^liiu^^ton, and all the infonnation he 
po&t>esbed of the events about Chattanooga. Two of these di*- 
patchefl GQYur all essential points : 

Major- General 8. A. Hublbttt, Memphu: 

All the troops that cau possibly be Rpared in West Tennessee and on tha 
Miifissippi River sboold be sent without delay to assist General iiosecriins 

Urge Hhflrman to act with all poadble promptaeM. 

If you have boats, send them down to bring up his troops. 
Information jost received iadica t et that a part <tf Laa'a armj bit bmm 
Mat to retaforoa Bragg. 

H. W. Haixkok, Oeneral-in-Chi^, 

WAirafOTON, StpUmker 18, 1641—4 r. a. 
Mt^or-Owneral 8. A. Hdrlbct, Memphit^ Tennettes: 

Give me definite infonnation of the number of troops sent toward 
Decatur, and where they are. Also, what other troops are to follow, and 
when. 

Has anj thing been heard from the troops ordered from Vioksborgt 
Ho eflbrti mmt be ipared to rapport Beeeerani'i right, and to guard tbt 
emriqgi ef tha Ttmiei ie e Biver. 

H. W. HauMB, Omttral-ii^Oki^, 

My special orders were to repair the Memphis & Charlea> 
ton Railroad eastward as I progressed, as far as Athens, Ala- 
bama, tc draw supplies by that route, so that, on reaching 
Athens, we should not be dependent on the roads back to J^atikt' 
Tille, already overtaxed by the demrmd of Rosecrans's anny. 

On reaching Memphis, October 2 J, I found that Osterhaus** 
diTision had already gone by rail aa far as Corinth, and tlUM 
John E. Smith's dinsion was in the act of stiirting by cars 
The Second Division, then commanded by Brigadier-G^nenl 
Giles A. Smith, reached Memphis at the same time with me; 
%nd the Fourth Division, cominanded by Brigadier-General 
JdiD M.OorNbaiiiTedad«y ortwocftor* Tho xailroad waa !■ 
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bit ooodition as lur at Oorinih, ninetf-aiz milei^ bat the Toad 
waa badly atoeked with loeamotiTea and can, ao that It took 
until the 9th to get off the ^eoond Biyinoiiy when I gare or- 
den for the Fourth Diyiaion and in^gonrtraina to marah bj the 
eommon road. 

On Sunday monung, October 11th, with a epeoial train 
loaded with our oiderliee and elerka, the hoiaea of our atafl^ the 
battalion of the Thirteenth United States Kegulars, and a few 
offioen going forward to join their commands, among them 
BrIgadierGeneral Hugh Ewing, I started for Oorinth. 

At Germantown, eight miles, we paased Gorse'a diviaion 
(Fourth) on the march, and about noon the train ran by the 
depot at Colliersyille, twenty-six miles out I was in the rear 
car with my staft, dozing, bat observed the train decking speed 
and stopping aboat half a mile beyond the depot I noticed 
some Boldiers nmning to and fro, got oat at the end of the cai^ 
and soon Colonel Anthony (Sixty-sixth Indiana), who coni> 
manded the poat, rode np and aaid that hia pidceta had jost 
been driven in, and there was an appearance of an attack by a 
huge force of cavalry coming from the aontheast. I ordered 
the men to get off the train, to form on the knoll near the 
railroad-cut, and soon observed a rebel officer riding toward as 
with a white flag. Colonel Anthony and Colonel Dayton (one 
of my aides) were sent to meet him, and to keep him in con- 
versation as long as possible. They soon returned, saying it 
was the adjutant of tlie rebel general Chalmers, who demanded 
the surrender of the place. I instructed them to return and 
give a negative answer, but to delay him as much a.s possible, 
so as to give us time for preparation. I saw Anthony, Day- 
ton, and the rebel bearer of the fla^, in convers.ition, and the 
latter tuni his horse to ride back, when I ordered Mo- 
Coy to run to the station, and get a message over the wires aa 
quick as possible to Memphis and Germantown, to liurry forward 
Corse's division. I then ordered the train to back to the depot, 
and drew back the battidion of regulars to the small earth re- 
doubt near it. The depot-buiUlini^ was of brick, and liad been 
ponctored with loop-holes. To it^ east, aboat two hundred 
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jtidi^ WM ft miaU iqnaie aartihwork or fort. Into wbkih wera 
put ft part of the regolsn along with the company of the Siitf* 
aizth Indiana already thoa The rest of the men were die* 
tribnted into the rai]ioad«eitt| and in lome ahallow lifie-trendiei 
near the depot. We had luutQy made theee praparationa when 
the enemy was seen forming in a long line on the ridge to the 
louth, abont four hnndred yarda oS^ and aoon after two parties 
of cavalry passed the rsilroad on both aides of ns^ catting the 
wires and tearing up some rsils. Soon they opened on na with 
artillery (of which we had none), and thnr men were dismonnt- 
ing and preparing to assault. To the sonth of ns waa an ex- 
tensiye cornfield^ with the com still atandingy and on the other 
side was the town of Oolliersnlle. AH llie booses nesTi that 
eonld give shelter to the enemy, were ordered to be set on fire^ 
and the men were instmeted to keep well nnderooyer and toie- 
Ber?e their fire for the assanlt, which seemed ineWtable. A long 
line of rebel skirmishers came down through the cornfield, and 
two o&er parties approached ns along the railroad on both aides. 

In the fort was a small magazine containing some cuiridges. 
lieutenant James, a fine, gallant fellow, who was ordnance-officer 
onmy sU£^ asked leave to arm the orderlies and clerks with 
some mnakets whidi he had found in the depot, to which I con- 
aented ; be marched them into the magazine, issued cartridge^ 
and marched back to the depot to assist in its def ensa After* 
ward he came to me, said a party of the enemy had got into the 
woods near the depot, and was annoying him, and he wanted to 
chaige and drive it away. I advised hhn to be extremely can* 
tiouB, as our enemy vastly outnumbered us, and bad every ad- 
vantage in position and artiller}' ; but inatmcted him, if they 
got too near, he might make a sally. Soon after, I heard a 
rapid fire in that quarter, and lieutenant Jamea was brought 
in on a stretcher, with a ball through his breast, which I sup- 
posed to be fataL* The enemy closed down on ua several times^ 

' AHer the fight we ietit him bai-k to Sleinphls, where hif niothfr am] father 
etnie from their home on the North KiTcr to nurse him. Young Juuet wu recor- 
•ring from his wound, but ww afterward killed by a fall fron Idi hum, Bor felt 
hoM wbM fid^ with tto dM^ttn of Hr. BsoDlOft Mbftsi' Btenlwy ol 8^ 
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md got poMeMion of the iwr of our tndii, from wliidi ihey 
foooeeded in getting five of oor hoiBoei among them mj fftTorite 
man D0II7; but onr men were oool and practised shots (with 
great experienoe acquired at Yieksbnig)^ and drove them bade 
With their artillery they knocked to pieces our locomotive and 
sereml of the cars, and set fire to the train ; bat we managed to 
get possession again, and eztingnished the fire. Colonel Anden- 
reid, aide^Munp^ was provoked to find that his valise of nice 
shirts had been used to kindle the fire. The fighting continued 
aU round us for three or four hours, when we observed signs 
of drawing off, which I attributed to the rightful cause^ tho 
rapid approach of Corse's division, which arrived about dark, 
having marehed the whole distance horn Memphis, twenty-six 
milei^ on the double-quick. The next day we repaired damages 
to the railroad and locomotive, and went on to Corinth. 

At Corinth, on the 16th, I received the following important 
dispatdhes: 

AtiiveilliisflMtiiing. IHllbsdPtaia fowhoon. VyordMi are only 
to go to Oiifo^ and raport from there 1^ telegraph. MoPberson wtU bs 
la Osaton to-day. Ha win remtbi there mitU Snnday or Monday nexti 
aad loooniioltrt as ftr eaatiraid as poaiible with oavalrj, in the mean time. 

U. 8. Gaaar, Mofor-Qm&nL 

WAanrana, M6«r 14, IMI— 1 v. a. 

M<^- Genial W. T. SBnuiAir, Corinth : 

Tears of the 10th ia received. The important matter to be attended to 
It that of sappliesk When Eastport can be reached by boats, tbe a8« of the 
railroad can I'O dispensed with; but until that time it must be guarded aj 
Car ae used. The Kentucky Railroad can barel v supply General Kosecrana. 
AD these nsttera mut bo left to jonr Judgment aa eironniataneea maj ariio. 
flhodd the enemy bo so atrong as to prevent yonr going to Atbeoa^ or 
eouiecting with Gtonertl Boaoefsna, 70a wUl neverthelaaa bavo aaaiatsd 
Urn grootlj b7 drawing awaj a part of tbe enemy'a forces. 

H. W. Haixbok, Mi^oT'OmmmL 

On tbe ISth, with my staff and a Binall escort, I rode forward 
to Bamfiville, and on the 19tli to luka, where, on tlie next day, 
I was moat agreeably sorprised to hear of the arrival at Eaatport 
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(only ten miles off) of two gunboat^ under the oommand oi 
Captain Phelps, which had been sent up the Tenneeeee Biver 
bj Admiral Porter, to help ua. 

Satisfied that, to reach Athens and to commimicate with Qen- 
«ral Bo8eer:inB, we should have to take the route north of the 
Tennessee River, on the 24th I ordered the Fourth Division to 
erofls at £a6tport with the aid of the gunboats, and to move to 
Florence. About the same time, I received the general orders 
assigning General Grant to coinmaod the Military Division of 
the Mississippi, authorizing him, on reaching GSiattanooga, tc 
inpersede General Kosecrans by General George H. Tliomas, 
with other and complete authority, as set forth in the following 
letters of General Halleck, which were sent to me by G^eral 
Qr&nt ; and the same orders devolved on me the command ot 
the Department and Army of the TenneBiee. 

HBAsaojanna or tn Aamr, I 
▼mMffw, D. 0., OeM^ IS, iMt. f 

Mqfor- General U. 8. Ora.nt, LouiititU, 

Qevsral : Too will receive herewith the orders of the President of the 
United State*, placing you in ooounand of the DepartniMitt of the Ohio, 
Oiimb«riind, tod T«nntMM. The orgsniation of thett dapartmonti wffl 
W cAMOged at yon mtj dMm moik praotiotUe. Ton wOl imuMdlttalj pro* 

oeed to Ohattanooga, and relieve General Rosecrans. Yon oan OOaumud* 
eate with General! Bnrnside and Sherman by telegraph. A nnrnTOary of 
the orders sent to these officers will bo sent to you immediately. It is left 
optional with you to supersede General Kosecrans by General G. H. Thomas 
or not. Anj other ohangei will be made on your request by telegram. 

Out of the flnt otjtctt reqnlriag your attention it tiie topplj of yoor 
tndet. Aaolher it the teonrttj of the ptat o t in the Georgia OMMinttin% 
to shut ont the enemy from Tennessee and Eentnol^. Ton wfll oottnll 
with General Meigt tod Oolonel Soott in regard to tramportatlfw and top* 
pliea. 

Bhonid circnmstanoee permit, I will visit yon personally in a few days 
tor eonaoltation. 

HKlDQrABmS OF TBI ABirT, ) 
Waabwotom, D. C, Octobw SO, 1861. t 

lG|^0^tfttatPoK OaaWf ^ettHitAXti 

ChmoAL: lo ooMpBaoif with 017 pronlit^ I new pfoettd to gift joo 
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A telaf i trt —MB t of the ot^eoU aimed tt by 6«nerfl BoMoraiw flid 
tral Bornslde^s movement into Eait Tm tB iiee^ and of tlia moaaares dlraolad 

to be taken to attain these objects. 

It h&s beun the constant desire of the government, from the beginning 
of the war, to resoae the lojal inhabitants of East Tennessee from the 
hands of the rebeli, who A1U7 appreciated the importance of continning 
fhair hold upon that otmatij. In addltioD to liio largo amount of agrioalt* 
«nl prodnoti dimm from the npper Talloy of the Tenneaaee^ thoj alao 
oiMaiDed iron and other materials from the vicinity of Ohattanooga. The 
possession of East Tennessee would cat ofif one of their most important rail- 
road oommnniofltions, and threaten their manniaotories at Borne, Atlanta, 
eta 

When General Baell was ordered into East Teuneaaeo in the sammer of 
IMS, Ohattanooga waa eomparttlTely unprotooted; hot Bragg reaohod 
tiioro before Baell, and, bj threotenfaig hia oommmdeattona, foreed hfan to 
retreat on NashviOo md LooiaTino. Again, after tiio battle of PerrTville^ 
General Bnoll waa Wfod to pnrsne Bragg*8 defeated army, and drive it from 
East Tennessee. The same was urged upon his eucoessor, but the lateness 
of the season or other eaoeee prevented further operations after the battle 
of Stone River. 

Last spring, when your movements on the Ifississippi Rivw bad drawn 
out of Teonoawo alargo fHoo of the eiiemj, I again nrgod General Boaa- 
erana to take advantage of that opportnnily to oany oat hiaprojeoted plan 

of campaign, General Bumside being readj to ooOperate, with a diminiahed 
but still efficient force. But he could not be persuaded to act in time, pre- 
ferring to lie still till yonr campaign should be terminated, I represented 
to him, but without avail, that by this delay Johnston might be able to 
reinforce Bragg with the troops then operating against you. 

When Ckneral Boaeorana finally determined to adTanoe^ bo waa allowed 
to aeleot hia own Knea and plana for oarrylng out the oldeeta of the ozpodi- 
tion. ne waa diraotad, howoror, to report his moToments d^y, till ho 
crossed the Tennessee, and to connect his left, so far as possible, with Gen- 
eral Burnside^s right. General Bamside was directed to move simultane- 
ously, connecting his right, as far as possible, w ith General Kosecrans's left 
so that, if the enemy concentrated upon either army, the other could move 
to its assistanoo. When General Bornslde reaohed Kingston and Enozrillo, 
and foond no oonalderablo nmnber of die enomj in Eaat Tomwae^ bo waa 
faurtrnotod to move down the rlTor and ooQperata with Geoeral Bo aeora na. 

These instructions were repeated aoma fifteen times, but were not oar- 
rifd out. ri(>neral Bumside alleging as an excuse that he believed that 
Bragg waa in retreat, and that General Rosecrans needed no reinforce- 
ments. When the latter had gained possession of Chattanooga he was di- 
rected not to moTO on Rome as he proposed, but simply to held the moon- 
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Uin-passet, so at to prevent the ingresa of the rebels into East TenneMM, 
That object aocomplished, I ooDsidered the campaign as ended, at least for 
tht praaent. Fatnre op«ratioii> would depend apon the ascertained strength 
■■d BMfviiiMiitt of tbt coMDy. Ih otlnr wordii th* nulii olJeoU of tht 
flimpoign wwo tht mtorttkm of East TenneiMO to tlM Unioii, ond bj 
■holdiBg tho two extremities of the vallcj to secure it from rebel invasion. 

The moment I received reliable information of the de[>artnr6 of Long< 
street's corps from the Army of the Potomac, I ordered forward to General 
Rosecrans everj available man in the Department of the Ohio, and again 
nrged General Burnside to movo to his aiaistanoa. I also telegraphed to 
G«ii«ral0 Hvllmti Shonuii, tad jcamHi, to Mod forward all iTaOaUo 
Iroopa in joor dapartmant. If thaaa Ibroaa had baan aant to Gananl 
Boseorans by Nashville, thoy could not have batB supplied; I theraforadi- 
rected them to muvo by Corinth and tlie Tennessee River. The necessitf 
of this has been proved by the fact that the reenforcemonts sent to him from 
tha Arm J of the Potomac have not been able, for the want of ruUroad trans- 
portation, to raaoh Ganaral Rosecrana's army in the field. 

In rigard to tha ralatiTa atrangth of tha oppoaiag armiaa, it la baUavad 
that General Roaaoraaa whan ha flrat moved againit Bragg had doable, if 
not treble, his force. Qanaral Burnside, also, had more than double the 
Jbroe of Buckner; and, even when Bragg and Buckner united, Rosecrani'a 
army was very greatly superior in number. Even the eighteen thousand 
men sent from Virginia, under Longstreet, would not have given the enemj 
tha fuperiority. It it now aaoartalnad that the greater part of tha priaonan 
pandlad bj yon at Yiokahnrg, and General Baaka at Port Hndaon, wara 
illegallj tad improperly declared ezdiangad, and foroed into tha ranka to 
iwall the rebel numbers at Ohickamanga. This outragoons act, in viola- 
tion of the laws of war, of the cartel entered into by the rebel anthoritiea, 
and of all sen^o of honor, gives us a useful lesson in regard to the character 
of the enemy with whom we are contending. He neither regards the rulee 
of dviliaad warfare, nor avan hia moat Bolaoin angagementa. Ton may, 
tharafor% axpaot to meat in anna thooaanda of onaiohangad priacmen ra- 
laaaad by yon and othara on parole, not to serve again till duly exebangad. 

Although the enemy by thia disgraceful means has been able to concen- 
trate in Georgia and Alabama a much larger force than we anticipated, your 
armies will bo abundantly able to defeat him. Your difficulty will not be 
in the want of men, but in the means of supplying them at this season of 
flia yaar, A aingla-traak railroad ean aupply an army of sixty or aavmty 
thonaaad man, with tha nioal nnmbar of oavdiy and artillory ; but bayood 
that atnbar, or with « larga mooatad Coraa, tha dUBoolty of mpply ia ^aiy 
g r ea t . 

I do not know ths present condition of the road from Nashvills to De- 
eatw, bQt| if praoMeabla to refair lt| the nee of that triangle will be of 
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gmft Mslitanoa to 701L I hope, iIm^ that tho loooiit riM ol w§Uf tai tibi 

Oiunb«rland and Tennessee Riven will enable jou to «oiipk>j Wftt«r tnuh 
portation to Nashville, Eastport, or Florence. 

If you reoccupy the passea of Lookout Mountain, which should neyer 
have been giiren up, you will be able to use the railroad and river from 
Bridgeport to Chattanoog*. Thii leBiM to me a matter <rf Tital importanoey 
•■d ■honld reoelTO your Mily att e n t i on . 

I aiibmit tyanunniair in tbo hopo that it wOl tiriat yon in fliUj mider> 
•tending the objects of the oamp^gn, and tbe means of attaining tiieee ob> 
jeots. Probably the Secretart of War, in hiaJnterriewt with yon alLonin> 
ville, has gone over the same groimd. 

Whatever measures you may deem proper to adopt under existing oir- 
oomstancet, you will receive all possible aasistanoe from the autboritiee at 
Waahington. Ton haTo never, herotofort^ oomplained that anoh aeiiitanoa 
haa not been afforded yon in yonr operatkma, and I think yon win htTO no 
eanse of oomplaint in yonr pteiint eampaign. Very respeotfblly, yonr obe- 
dient MrTant» H. W. Haumx, Gmtntl-i^-Oki^. 

General Frank P. Blair, who was then ahead with the two 
diyinons of Oaterhans and Jolin E. Smith, was temporarilj as- 
signed to the command of the Fifteenth Corps. General Hurl* 
bnt remained at Mamphis in conmiand of the Sixteenth OorpS| 
and General McPhenon at YickabiiTg with the Seventeenth. 
These three corps made up the Army of the Tennessee. 

I was still bnsv in pushing forward the repairs to the rail 
road-bridge at Bear Creek, and in patching up the many breaki 
between it and Tuscnmhia, when on the 27th of October, as I sat 
on the porch of a house, I was approached by a dir^, blaek* 
haired individoal with mixed dress and strange demeanor, who 
inquired for me, and, on being assured that I was in fact the 
man, he handed me a letter from General Bkir at Tnscnmbia, 
and anoUier abort one, which was a telegraph-message from 
Oeneral Grant at Ohattanooga, addressed to me thron^^ General 
Geoige Orooik, commanding at Hnntarille^ Alabaiiia» to thia 
elleet: 

Drop an voile en Vomphis 4 Ohaikaton Raflroad, eroai the Tauneseee, 
and hnrry eaitwaid with aH poerfblo dlspateh toward Bridgeport^ till yon 
aMSt fhrthir ofdwa from ma. U. & Oaanr. 

The bearer of this message was Corporal Pike, who d» 
98 
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ieribed to ma^ in Uf peeoliar way, that General Grook had 
aent hhn in a canoe; that he had paddled down the Taonetaee 
Biw, over Mnaele Shoala, waa fixed at all the waj bj gaenillaay 
hnt on feadiing Toacombia he had providentiaUj ioond it in 
poeBeadon of onr troopa. He had reported to General Blair, 
who aent him on to me at Inka. Thia Pike proTed to he a 
aingidar diaraeter ; hia manner attracted mj notice at onee^ and 
I got him a horae, and had him travel with na eastward to 
ahont Elkton, whence I Bent him hack to General Orook at 
HnntSYille ; hnt told him, if I coold ever do him a personal 
aerrice, he mi^t apply to me. The next epriDg when I waa in 
Ghattanooga, preparing for the Atlanta campaign, Corporal Pike 
made his appearance and asked a folfiDment of my promise. I 
inqniied what he wanted, and he said he wanted to do some- 
thhig hMf something that would make him a hero. I explained 
to him, that we were getting ready to go for Joe Johnston at 
Dalton, that I eiqtected to be in the neighborhood of Atlanta 
about the 4th of July^ and wanted the bridge across the Sayan- 
nah River at Augusta, Georgia, to be burnt about that time^ to 
produce ahum and confusion behind the rebel army. I ex- 
plained to Pike that the chances were three to one that he 
would be caught and hanged ; but the greater the danger the ' 
greater aeemed to be his desire to attempt it. I told him to 
select a companion, to disguise himself as an East Tennessee 
refugee, work his way over the mountains into North Gaiolina, 
and al the time appointed to float down the Savannah River 
and bum that bridge. In a few daya he had made his prepare 
tiona and took his departure. The bridge waa not burnt, uid 
I supposed that Pike had been caught and hanged. 

When we reached Columbia, South Carolina, in February, 
1865, just as we were leaving the town, in passing near the 
asylum, I heard my name called, and saw a very dirty fellow 
followed by a file of men running toward me, and as they got 
near I recognized Pike. He called to me to identify him as 
one of fwy men ; ho was then a prisoner under guard, and I in- 
structed the guard to bring him that night to my carap some 
fifteen miles up the road, which wad done. Pike gave me a 
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gnphic narratire of his adventures, which would have filled a 
Tolurae ; told me how he had made two atteiii])t8 to burn the 
bridge, and failed; and said that at the time of our entering 
Coliunbia he was a prisoner in the hands of the rebels, under 
trial for his life, but in the confusion of their retreat he made 
his escape and got into our lines, where he was again made 
a prisoner by our troops because of his looks. Pike got some 
clothes, cleaned up, and I used him afterward to commr.nicate 
with Wilmington, North Carolina. Some time after the war, 
ne was appointed a lieutenant of the Regular Cavalry, and was . 
killed in Oregon, by the accidental discharge of a pistol. Just 
before liis death he wrote me, saying that he was tired of the 
monotony of garrison-life, and wanted to turn Indian, join the 
Clieyennes on the Plains, who were then giving us great tronl)le, 
and, after he had gained their confidence, he woidd betray tliem 
into our hands. Of course I wrote him that ho must try and 
settle down and become a gentleman as well as an officer, aj)ply 
himself to his duties, and forget the wild desires of his nature, 
which were well en(>ui,di in time of war, but not suited to his 
new condition jis an otHcer ; but, poor fellow 1 he was killed 
by an accident, which probably flayed him a slower but 
harder fate. 

At luka I issued all the orders to MePherson and Uurlbut 
necessary for the Department of the Tennessee during my 
absence, and, further, ordered the collection of a foice out of 
the Sixteenth Corps, of about eight thousand men, to be com- 
manded by General G. M. Dodge, with orders to follow as far 
cast as Athens, Tennessee, there to await instructions. Wo 
instantly discontinued all attempts to repair the Charleston 
Kailroad; and the remaining three divisions of the Fifteenth 
Corps marched to Eastport, crossed the Tennessee "River by the 
aid of the gunboats, a ferry-boat, and a couple of transports 
which had come up, and hnrricd eastward. 

In person I crossed on the Ist of November, and rode for> 
ward to Florence, where T overtook Swing's division. The other 
divisions followed rapidly. On the road to Florence I was a& 
OQOipanied by my ital^ some derkB. and moonted oirderiiei* 
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ICajor Ena TbjIot chief of aitOleiy, and one of his floai 
WW a elerk at headquarters. The Utter Btefms to have dropped 
ont of the oolomn, and gone to a {ann>hoase near the road. 
There waa no organized force of the rebel army north of the 
Tennessee Biyer, hnt the oonntry was full of gnerriUas. A party 
of these pounced down on the £ftnn, canght yonng Taylor and 
another of the derka^ and after reaching Florence, Major Tay> 
lor heard of the capture of his son, and learned that when last 
seen he was stripped of his hat and coat, was tied to the tail- 
board of a wagon, and driven xfl|adly to the north of the road 
we had traveled. The major appealed to me to do something 
for his rescue. I had no cavalry to send in pnrsnit, hnt know* 
ing that there was always an understanding between these 
guerriUas and their friends who staid at homo, I sent for three 
or four of the principal men of Florence (among them a Mr. 
Foster, who had once been a Senator in Congress), explained to 
them the captnre of yonng Taylor and his comrade, and de- 
manded their immediate restoration. They, of course, remon* 
Btrated, denied all knowledge of the acts of these guerrillas^ and 
daimed to be peaceful citizens of Alabama, residing at home. I 
hisisted that these goerrillas were their own sons and neighbors; 
that they knew their haunts, and could reach them if they 
wanted, and they could e£fect the restoration to us of these men ; 
and I said, moreover, they must do it within twenty-four hour% 
or I would take them, strip them of their hats and coats, and tie 
them to the tail-boards of our wagons tOl they were produced. 
They sent off meflsengers at once, and young Taylor and hia 
oomrade were brought back the next day. 

Besoming our march eastward by the laige road^ we soon 
reached Elk Biver, which was wide and deep, and ooold only he 
eroased by a ferry, a process entirely too slow for the occasion ; 
so I changed the route more by the north, to Elkton, Winchester, 
and Beckerd. At this point we came in communication with 
the Army of the Cumberland, and by telegraph with G^enQ 
Grant, who was at Chattanooga. He reiterated his orders for me 
and my command to hurry forward with all possible dispatch, and 
In person I reached Bridgeport during the night of November 
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13th, my troops following behind by several roads. At Bridge- 
port I found a garrison guarding the railroad-bridge and pon- 
toon-bridge there, and staid with the quartermaster, C«»lonel 
William G. Le Due (who was my school-mate at IIow\s School 
in 18UG). There I received a dispatch from General Grant, at 
Chattanooga, to come up ui person, leaving my troops to follow 
as fast as possible. At that time there were two or three siuaU 
steamboats on the river, engaged in carrying stores up as far m 
Kelly's Ferry. In (;nc oi these I took passiige, and on reaching 
Kelly's Ferry found orderlies, with one of (ieneral Grant's pri- 
vate horses, waiting for me, on which 1 rode into Cbattiinooga, 
November 14th. Of course, I was he:irtily welt omcd by (Gen- 
erals Grant, Thomas, and all, who realized the ejktraordinarj 
efforts we had made to come to their relief. 

The next morning we walked out to Fort Wood, a prom- 
inent salient of the defenses of the place, and from its parapet 
we had a magnitieent view of the panorama. Lookout Moun- 
tain, with its rebel Hags and batteries, stood out boldly, and an 
occasional shot lired toward Wauhatcbec or Moccasin Point gave 
life to the scene. These sliots could barely reach Chattanooga, 
and I was told tliat one or more shot had struck a hos]utal inside 
the lines. All along Missionary Kidge were the tents of the 
rebel beleaguering force ; the lines of trench from Lookout up 
toward the Chickamauga were plainly visible; and rebel senti- 
nels^ in a continuous chain, were walkiug their i^osts in plain 
view, not a thoaaand yards- off. " Why," said 1, " General 
Grant, you are besieged ; " and he said, " It is too true." Up 
to that moment I had no idea that things were so bad. The 
rebel lines actually extended from the river, below the town, to 
the river above, and the Army of the Cumberland was closely 
held to the town and its immediate defenses. General Grant 
pointed out to me a honse on Missionary Kidge, where General 
Bragg's he^i(l<iuarters were known to l)e. Ue also explained 
the sitoation of affairs generally ; that the males and horses of 
Thomas's army were so starved that they conld not haul his 
gons ; that forage, com, and proviei >ns, were so scarce that the 
am in hangu the f0w grains of com that w«re gim to 
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favorite horses ; that the meu of Thomas's army had been sc 
demorahzcd by tlie battle of Chickainaiiga that he feared thej 
could not be got out of their trenche;^ to assume the offensive ; 
that Bragg liad dctaclied Longstrcet with a considerable force 
up into East Tennessee, to defeat and capture Bm nside ; that 
Bumside was in danger, etc. ; and that he (Grant) was ex- 
tremely anxious to attack Bragg in position, to defeat him, or 
it least to force him to recall Longstrcet. The Army of the 
Cumbwland liadao long been in the treochcs that he \v:nited 
my troops to hurry up, to take the ofiensive Jlrst ; after which, 
he had no doubt the Cumberland army would iight well. Meaa- 
time the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps, under Qeneral Hooker, 
had been advanced from Bridgeport along the railroad to Wan- 
hatchee, bat could not as yet pass Lookout Mountain. A pon- 
toon-bridge had been thrown across the Tennessee River at 
Brown's Ferr}% by which supplies were hauled into Chattanoogi 
from Kelly's and Wauhatchee. 

Another bridge was in course of constniction at Chattanooga, 
nnder the immediate direction of Qnartennast(T-Gcncral Meiga, 
bat at the time all wagons, etc., had to be ferried across bj a fly- 
iiig4>ridgc. Men were busy and bard at work everywhere in- 
•ide ourlinefly and boats for another pontoon-bridge were being 
rapidly oonstmcted nnder Brigadier-General W. F. Smith, famil- 
iarly known as ^ Baldy Smith," and this bridge was destined to be 
used by my troops, at a point of the river about four miles abow 
CBiattanooga, just below tbe mouth of the Chickamaiiga Biver. 
General Grant explained to me that he had reconnoitred the rebel 
Bne from Lookout Mountain up to Chickamauga, and he believed 
that the northern portion of Missionary Ridge was not fortified 
at all ; and he wanted me» as soon as my troops got up^ to lay the 
B0W pontoon-bridge by night, cross over, and attack Bngg's 
fig^t flank on that part of the ridge, abutting on Qhickamauga 
Cheek, near the tunnel; and he proposed that we should go at 
once to look at the ground. In company with Generals Thomas, 
W. F. Smith, Bnuman, and otbera, we crossed by the flyings 
bridge, rode back of the bills some four mUes^ left our horBei^ 
and got on a lull overlooking; the whole gnmnd about thi 
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mouUi of the Chickamauga liiver, and across to the MissioiiAry 
Hills near the tunnel. Smith and I crept down behind a fringe 
of trees that lined the river-bank, to the very point selected for 
the new bridge, where we sat for some time, seeing the rebel 
pickets on the opposite bank, and almost hearing their words. 

Having seen enough, we returned to Chatt'inooga ; and fa 
order to hm-ry up my command, on which so much depended, 1 
started back to Kelly's in hopes to catch the steamboat that same 
evening; but on my arrival the boat had gone. I applied to the 
commandinjr officer, tjot a rouj'h boat manned bv four soldiers, 
and started down the river by niglit. I occasionally took a turn 
at the oara to relieve some tired man, and about midnight we 
reached Shell Mound, where General Whittaker, of Kentucky, 
furnished us a new and good crew, with which we reached 
Bridgeport by daylight. I started E wing's division in advance, 
with orders to turn aside toward Trenton, to make the enemy 
believe we were going to turn Bragg's left by pretty much the 
same road Rosecrans had followed; but with tlie other three 
divisions I followed tlio main road, via the Big Trestle at White- 
sides, and reached General Hooker's headquarters, just above 
Wauhatchee, on the 2(>th ; my troops strung all the way back 
to Bridgeport. It was on this occasion that the Fifteenth Corps 
gained its peculiar badge : as the men were tnidgiug along the 
deeply-cut, muddy road, of a cold, drizzly day, one of our West- 
em soldiers left his ranks and joined a party of the Twelfth 
Corps at tlieir camp-lire. They got into conversation, the 
Twelfth- Corps men asking what troops we were, etc., etc. In 
turn, our fellow (who had never seen a corps-badge, and noticed 
that every thing was marked with a star) asked if they were all 
brigadier-generals. Of course they were not, but the star waa 
their corps-badge, and every wagon, tent, hat, etc, had its gtar. 
Then the Twelfth-Corps men inquired what corps he belonged 
to, and ho answered, " The Fifteenth Corpa.'* " What is your 
badge ? Why,'' said he (aud he was an Iriflhman), suiting 
the action to the word, "forty ronndfl in the cartridge-box, 
and twenty in the pocket 1" At that time Blair commanded 
tha cofpi; kat httgut anoeeedod soon after, and, hearing tlM 
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Btory, adopted the cartridge-box and fortj rounds as the corpa 

badge. 

The condition of the roads was Buch, and the bridjre at 
Brown's so frail, that it was not until the 23d that we got three 
of my divnsions behind the hills near the point indicated above 
Chattanooga for crossin<r the river. It was detenu iiied to bo- 
gin the battle with these three divisions, aided by a division of 
Thomas's army, commanded by General Jeff. C. Davis, that was 
ab-eady near that point. All the details of tlie battle of Chatta 
nooga, so far as I was a witness, are so fully given in ray offi- 
cial report herewith, that I need add nothing to it. It was a 
magnificent battle in its conception, in its execution, and in its 
glorious results ; hastened somewhat by the supposed danger of 
Bumside, at Knoxville, yet so completely suc-cessful, that noth- 
ing is left for cavil or fault-finding. The first day was lowering 
and overcast, favoring us greatly, bcciiuse we wanted to be con- 
cealed from Bragg, whose ]X)sition on the mountain-tops com- 
pletely overlooked us and our movements. The second day 
was beautifully clear, and many a time, in the midst of its car- 
nage and noise, I could not help stopping to h>ok acroaa thai 
yaet field of battle, to admire its sublimity. 

The object of General Hooker's and my attacks on the ex- 
treme flanks of Bragg's position was, to disturb him to such an 
extent, that he would naturally detach from his centre as against 
OB, BO that Thomas's army could break through his centre. The 
whole plan succeeded admirably; but it was not until after dark 
that I learned the complete success at the centre, and received 
General Granf t orden to pursue on the north side of Chickip 
BLftuga Greek, 

BusQVAsmu MnjTABT Divuiorv or tuz MiMiaann, ) 
CHAKAaofMA, Tsmnaui, JfoMmb^r 26, 186<. f 

ChonBAL: No doubt yon wit&eiaed the handionio manner in whiob 
IlMinaa*s troopB earried lOsiioiiary Ridge tUa afternoon, and can feel a Jul 
pffide^ too^ in die part taken hj the forces onder yoor oommnnd is taking 
tot ao nraoh of theaame range of hills, and then in attracting the att«Dtioa 
of to manj of the enemj ai to make Thoniaa'i part certain of eaccesH. The 
Mxt thing aaw wlU be to reUere Bornside. I hare beard from hun to the 
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mntaigof theSSd. AtthaltimelMbAdfroiiiteatotvelTadaja'sappliM^ 

•ad spoke hopefiiny of bting able to hold out that length of time. 

Mjr plan ia to move your forces oat gradually until thej reach the rail- 
road between CIcvt'land and Daltnn, (Jrunger will move up tlio south side 
of the Tennessee with a coluiuu of twenty thuusiiud inou, takin;:no wagona, 
or bat few, with him. Ilia men will carry four days' rations, and the steamer 
Ohattanoogft, loaded with ntfoDi, wUI ftoootnpany the expedition. 

I talce it forgraated that Bragg*t antire foroe hat left. If not| otwunt, 
the fint thing is to diq>ose of him. If ha has gone, the only thing neces- 
sary to do to-morrow will be to send oat a reoonnoiisanoe to asoertidn the 
whareabonts of the eneniy. Toon trnlj, 

U. S. GuANT, Major- General. 

P. 8. — On redeotton, I think we will push Bragg with all our strength 
to-morrow, and try if we cannot out olX a good portion of his r<j?!ir troops 
and trains. His men have manifested a Btrong disposition to desert for 
Mma time past, and we will now give them a chance. I will instraot 
Tlioinaa aaoordingly. Mora tha advaaoa fiwoa aarlj, on tha nuMt aailedj 
void takan hj tha ammj. U. S. O. 

« 

This compelled me to reverse our colimm, to as to ase the 
bridge across the Ohickamanga at its month. The next day 
we struck the rebel rear at Ohiekamauga Station, and again near 
Graysyille. There we came in contact with Uooker's and 
Palmer's troops, who had reached Ringgold. There I detached 
Howard to cross Taylor's Ridge, and strike the railroad wliich 
comes from tlie north by Cleveland to Daltoii. Ilouker's troops 
were roughly handled at Riiirri^old, and the pursuit was checked. 
Receiving a note from General Hooker, askin*^ help, 1 rode for- 
ward to Ringgold to explain the movement of Howard; where 
I met General Grant, and learned that the rebels had airain ro- 
treated toward Daltoii. He gave orders to discontinue the pur- 
suit, as he uicaat Lo turn his attention to General Bumside, 
supposed to he in great danger at ivnoxville, about one hundred 
and thirty miles northeast. General Grant returned and apen* 
part of the night with me, at Graysville. AVe talked over mat 
tare generally, and he explained that lie had ordered General 
Ghjrdon Granger, with the Fourth (Jorps, to move forward rap- 
idly to Bumside's help, and that he must return to Chattanooga 
to push him. By resflou of the t-rarcity of food, especiaU/ id 
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forage, he ooiueiited that, inateed of g<mig budc, I mi^t keep 
out in the oonntiy; for in motion I ooiild picJc ap aome fon^ 
and food, espedallj on the HiawMBee Biver, wheraaa none » 
malned in Chattanooga. 

Aocoidinglj, on the S9th of KoTember, mj aeveral oofaunna 
marched to Glevoland, and the next day we reached the War 
waaaee at Oharleaton, where the Chattanooga & EnoxriHe Bail> 
road croasea it. The railroad-bridge waa partially damaged bj 
tiie enemy in retreating, bnt we f onnd aome abandoned etorea. 
There aiul thereabouts I expected aome reat for my weaiy 
troops and horses ; bnt, as I rode into town, I met Colonel J. 
H. Wilaon and C. A. Dana (Aasiatant Secretary of War), who 
had ridden ont from Chattanooga to find me, with the follow- 
ing letter ftom General Grant, and oopiea of aeveral diapatcfaea 
from General Bmrnaide, the last which had been reoebed from 
him by way of Cumberland Gap : 

Cmtaummk, Tmamua, J»i— >ir n, isai. f 
J fqf t r O iw u r ay W. T. Svmmium: 

Kews ir» reoeived from Knozrille to the rnorning of the 27ih. At that 
time the place was still invested, but the attack on it was not vigoroas. 
LoDgstreet evidently dotenuiued to starve the garrison out Granger is on 
the way to Bnrnside's relief, but I have lost all faith in hia energy or capac- 
ity to manage an expedition of the importanee of thlaone. I am indined to 
think, thereforei I shall have to send 700. Pnah as n^ldly as 70a osn to 
the Hiawassee^ and determine toot yonnelf what foroa to take witii 700 from 
that point. Granger has his corps with him, from which you wUl select 
in conjunction with the force now with you. In plain words, rou will 
assume command of all the forces now moving up the Tennoasee, im lud- 
Ing the garrison at Kingston, and from that force organize what you deem 
proper to rattereBiintside. Tlie halanoe send back to Ohattanooga. Gran* 
fsr has a boat loaded with proTMonSi whloh 70a ean fame, and return the 
boat. I will have another loaded, to follow 7011. Use, of course, as spar* 
ingly as possible ttom. the laUona taken with 700, and aabsist off the ooaa- 
try all yon can. 

It is expected that Foster is mo\in;r, by this time, from Onmberlftnd 
Gap on Kuoxville. I do not know what force he will have with Uim, but 
presama it will rsage from three thoussnd five hondrad to five thoassod 
I Isars tUs matter to jaa, knowing that 70a will do better acting apon 
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y—rdhtitiioBtfaMi 70a ooald tmniiMled witli imtarnolloM. I will cnily 
add, that the last advices from Barii>i(lo himself fndiftihid btoaUUtj to hold 
ooi Willi ntkMU only to about tbu sd of I>aoemb6r. 

Very reepectfuJly, 

U. &. G&axT, M«yitr-O^Mral commmMag, 

This showed that, on the 27th of Novumbor, General Bum- 
Mde was iu Knozville, closclj besiGged by the rebel Geaeral 
Longstrect ; that his provisions were short, and that, nnleea re- 
lieved by Dccciuber 3d, he might have to aunender. Qm^ 
eral Grant further wrote that General Granger, instead of moT- 
ing with great rapidity as ordered, seemed to move ^ alowlj, 
and with reluctance;" and, although he (General Grant) hated 
to call on me and on my tired troops, there was no altematim 
He wanted me to take command of vrerj thing witiiln reach, 
and to huny forward to Knozville. 

All the details of our march to Knoxville are also given In 
my official report By extraordinary efforts Long's small fan- 
gade of cavalry reached Knozville during the ni^t of the Sd, 
purposely to let Bumside know that I was rapidly approaching 
with an adequate force to raise the siege. 

With the head of my infantry column I reached MaryBviUs^ 
about fifteen miles short of Knozville, on the 6th of Decem- 
ber, when I received official notice from Bumside that Long^ 
street had raised the siege, and had started in retreat up the 
valley toward Virginia. Halting all the army, except Granger's 
two divisions, on the mommg of the 6th, with General Gran- 
ger and some of my staff I rode into Knoxville. Approaching 
from the south and west, we croesed the Holston on a pontoon- 
liriige, and in a large pen on the Knoxville side X saw a fine 
lot of cattle^ which did not look much like starvation. I found 
General Bumside and staff domiciled in a large, fine mannion, 
looking very comfortable, and in a few words he described to 
me the leading events of the previous few days, and said 
he had already given orders looking to the purniit of Long- 
street loftered to join in the pursuit, though in f set my men 
wm woni out and aoff ering in ^t cold aeaaon and dimale. 
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Lideed, on onr way up I perBonaUj was almost frosen, aud had 
to beg leave to deep in the honee of a family at Athens. 

Bomnde explained to me that, refinforoed by Grangers two 
diTidons of ten thousand men, he would be able to push Long^ 
street out of East Tennessee, and he hoped to capture mudi of his 
artillery and trains. Granger was present at our oonvmaticm, 
and most unreasonably^ I thought, remonstrated against tbing 
left ; complaining bitterly of what he thou^t was hard treatment 
to his men and himself. I know that his language and manner 
at that time produced on my mind a bad impression, and it was 
one of the causes which led me to relieve him as a corps com 
mander in the campaign of the next epi ing. I asked General 
Bumside to reduce his wishes to writing, which he did in the 
letter of December 7th, embodied in my official report. Gen- 
eral Buniside and I then walked along his lines and examined 
the salient, known as Fort Sandere, where, some days before^ 
Longetreet had made iiib a^ult, and had sustained a bloody 
repulijo. 

Returning to Burnside\s quarters, we all eat down to a good 
dinner, embraeing roast-turkey. There was a regular dining- 
table, with clean tiible-cloth, dishes, knives, forks, 8})uonti, etc., 
etc I had seen nothing of this kind in my tield experience, 
and could not help exclaiming that I thou<i;lit "they were starv- 
ing," etc. ; but Bumside exj>lained that Longstrcet had at no 
time completely invented the })lace, and that he had kept open 
communication with the country on the south side of the river 
Holston, more especially witli the French Broad settlements, 
from whoBe Union inhabitants he had received a good supply of 
beef, bacon, and cora-nieal. Had I known of tliis, I should not 
have hurried my men eo fast ; but until I readied Knoxville I 
thought his troops there were actually in danger of starvation. 
Ha\'ing supplied General Burnside all the help he wanted, we 
began our leisurely return to Chattanooga, which we reached on 
the lOth ; when General Grant in person ordered me to restore 
to General Thomas the di\'isions of Howard aud Davis, which 
belonged to hie army, ^nd to conduct my own corps (the Fif- 
teenth) to 2(orth Alabama for. winter-quarters. 
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liMPjPiWiM DwrAxrwan Axn Abut or thb TurmMOB, t 
BBDttHwt, At.*»>ii*, J} tom h r 19, IMS. f 

Cktt UmM pgm, 

OiMBBix: For tht fink IIiim, I am now At Uimn to auk* aa^olBalal 
Moofd of •▼onto wilk which the troops under mj oommtiid ham boMi oon* 
Moted dnring the eventful oampaiga which has just closed. 

During the month of September loat, the Fifteenth Army Oorpe, which 
I had the honor to command, lay in camps nlon;^ the Big Black, aboat 
twenty miles east of Yioksburg, Mississippi. It consisted of four divisiona. 
The First, commanded bj Brigadier-General P. J. Osterhaaa, waa com* 
pooad of two bffjgadaa, led by Brigadior-Gaiural 0. B. Wooda and Oofoool 
h A. WaUamaon (of tha Fourth Iowa). 

Ilka Second, commanded by Brigadier-General Morgan Lb Smith, waa 
eomposed of two brigadeai lad hj Brigadiar-Qanarab Qilaa A, Sodth ud J, 
A. J. Lightbnm. 

The Third, commanded by Bngmlier-GeneralJ. M. Tnttle, waacompoted 
of three brigade*, led by Brigadier-Generala J. A. Mower and K. T. Back- 
land, and OoloDal J. J. Wood (of tho Twelfth lo waX 

Tbo Fomrth, oommandad Brigadiar-Gonaral Hugh BwtB^ waa oom« 
p oaa d of thraa brigades, led bj Brigadier-Qanaral J. IC. Oorm^ Oolonal 
Loomii (Twanlj-alzth BUnoiaX and Oolonal J. B. Oookarill (of tha Savan- 
tieth Ohio). 

On the 22d day of September I received a telegraphic dispatch from 
General Grant, then at Vieksborg, commanding the Department oi' the 
Tenneaiee, requiring me to detaoh ona of mj diTiaioDa to march to Vicka- 
bnigi tbaro to «nhark for Mamphia, whara it waa to fbtm a part of an armj 
to ba aant to Ohattanooga, to ratnforca Qanaral Roaaorana. I daaignatad 
the First Division, and at 4 P. M. tha aama daj tt marohad for '^^okabnn^ 
and embarked the next day. 

On the 23d of September I wns summoned to Virksbnrg by the general 
eommanding, trho showed me sorernl dispatches from the general-in-chieHJ 
which led him to suppose he would have to send me and my whole corps 
to Ifanphia and aaatward, and I waa inatrootad to prepare for anoh ordara. 
It waa azplalnad to ma that, in oonaeqnanoa of tha low ataga of water in tha 
Mlaaiaalppi, boats had arrived irregularly, and had brought dispatches that 
seemed to conflict in their meaning, and that General John E. Smith's divi> 
sion (of General McPlierson's corps) had been ordered up to Memphis, and 
that I should take that division and leave one of my own in its stend, to 
hold the line of the Big IMaok. I detaded my third <livision (Geueral luttle) 
lo remain and report to M^|or-Oanaral If oPharaon, commanding tha Saran^ 
taanth Oorpi^ at Yiokabnrg; and that of General John E. Smith, alratdf 
iltftad fcrMampUi^ waa aljlad tha TUrd Di^faioB, FiAaaolfcOorpa, tfaongk 
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It itlll belongs to the Seventeenth Army Corps. This division is also com- 
poaed of three brigades, commanded by General Mnttliiaa, Colonol J. B. 
Ranm (of the Fiftj-nxtb Illinoif), and Ck>lonel J. I. Alexander (of th« Fiftj- 
ointb Indiana). 

Tlie^Seeoiid and Foorfh Divliioiit wv ilirted for Ylokibarg tlie no- 
m«nt I wai aotiflod fbat bosU were In nadlnaai, and on tbe S7tlk of 
tember I embarked in panon in the tteamer Atlantic, for Mempbia, fol- 
lowed by a fleet of boats conveying these two divisions. Onr progreH 
was slow, on nccount of the unprecedentedly low water in the Missis- 
sippi, and the 8(\ircit_r of coal and wood. We were compelled at places to 
gather fence-rails, and to land wagons and haul wood from the interior to 
tha boats; bat I reaobad llampbia during the night of the 8d of October, 
and tba otbar boata oama in on tba 8d and 4th. 

On arrival at Mamphia I saw General Ilnrlbat, and read all the die* 
patohes and letters of instmction of General ITaUeck, and tharain derivad 
aay Instructions, which I construed to be as follows: 

To conduct the Fifteenth Army Corps, and all other troops which cnnld 
be spared from the line of the Memphis & Charleston Railroad, to Athens, 
Alabama, and thence report by letter for otdvn to 0«D«nal Roaecrans, com- 
manding tha Army of tha Onmbariand, at Chattanooga; to follow anbatan- 
tiallxtha railroad aaatward, repairing it aa I moved ; to look to mj own fina 
for supplies; and in no avant to depend on General Kosecrans for sappliaiy 
aa the roads to his rear were already overtaxed to supply his present army. 

I learned from General llnrlbut that General Osterhan.s's division was 
already out in front of Corinth, and that General John E. Smith was still 
at Memphis, moving his troops and material by railroad as fast as its limited 
•took wonld oariy them. Ganafal J. D. Wabater waa anparintandant of tha 
railroad, and waa aqjoinad to work ni^t and daj, and to azpedita tha 
movement aa rapidly as possible ; but the capaelty of tha road waa so imall, 
that I soon saw that I could move horses, touIp", nnd wnr^^ns faster by 
land, and therefore I difljj.itchcd the artillery and wu;;ons by the road 
under escort, and finally moved the entire Fourth Division by land. 

The enemy seems to have had early notice of this movement, and he 
endaavorad to thwart na from tha ttart A oonaidarabla fbroa aaiamblad in 
a thieataning attitiida at Salam, loiitb of Saliabnrj Station; and Ganeral 
Oarr, who commanded at Corinth, felt compelled to turn back and naa a 
part of my troop% that liad already reached Corinth, to raaiat tha threat* 
anad attack. 

On Sunday, October 11th, having put in motion my whole force, I 
started myself for Corinth, in a special train, with the battalion of the Tiiir- 
taanth Unitad Statas Regnlara aa aaoort Wa raaehad Oolliarvilla Station 
aboQt noon, Jnat in tima to take part in tha dafanaa made of that atation by 
Oohmal D. 0. Anthony, of tha 8izty-alsth Indiana, againat an attaek mada 
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by General Clmlmerfi witli a force of fibont three thousand cavalry, with 
eight pieces of artillery, llo was beaten otf, the dnmage to the road re- 
paired, and we mumed oar journey the next day, reaohing Oohnth *l 
night. 

I immedUtalj ord«red General Blab forward to Inka, with tho FInt 
DlTialon, and, as tuit at I got troopa poahad than fimrard of Baai 
Oreek, the bridge of which was completely defltrojed, and an enginaar i«g|> 

tnent, under command of Colonel FlaJ, was engaged in its repairs. 

Quite a considerable force of the enemy was assembled in our front, 
near Tuscumbia, to resist our advance. It was commanded by General 
Stephen D. Lee, and composed of Koddy'a and Fergusun^s brigades, with 
Irregalar oaTalrji amounting in the aggregate to aboat thooiaad. 

In penon I moved from Oorinth to BnmaTiUe on the 18th, and to Inks 
en the 19th of October. 

Osterhaus^s division was in the advance, eonitantly skirmishing with 
the enemy; he was supported by General ^f organ L. Smith's, both divi- 
sions under the general command of Mnjor-General Blair, (ieneral John 
£. Smith's division covered the working-party engaged in rebuilding the 
railroad. 

Foreieeing ^Dfflonltj in eroadng thA Tenneiiee Bber, I had written to 
Adndral Porter^ at Cairo, addng him to wateh the Tenneseea and aend 

some gunboata the moment the stage of water admitted ; and had also 
requested General Allen, ^nartermaater at St Looia, to dii^atoh to £aat> 
port a steam ferry-boat. 

The admiral, ever prompt and ready to assist us, had two floe gunboati 
at Eartport, under Captain Phelps, the very day after my arrival at luka ; 
end Oaptain Fhelpa bad a ooal-barge deeked over, with which to croaa 
onr lUMraee and wagona before the arrival of the ferry-boat 

Still fidlowing Uterallj the instructions of General Halleck, I pnahed 
forward the repairs of the railroad, and ordered General Blair, with the two 
leading divisions, to drive the enemy beyond Tuscumbia. This he did sho- 
cossfnlly, after a pretty severe fight at Cane Creek, occupying Tnsoombia 
on the 27th of October. 

In the mean time many important ohangea in oommand had ooenned, 
wliioh I moat note here^ to a proper onderstanding of the caae. 

General Grant had be«i ealled from Vicksburg, and eent to Chatta- 
nooga to oommand the military division of the Missisaippi, compoeed of the 
three Departments of tho Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennessee; and the Oe- 
jartment of the Tennessee had been devolved on me, with instructions, 
however, to retain oommand of the army in tiie field. At luka I made 
what appeared to me the beat disposition of mattara relating to the depart- 
ment| giving General Monkeraon fbll powera in Mississippi and Oenenl 
Rnilbnt in Wait Te me awe^ tad amlgned Goneral Blair to the oommand ef 
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the Fifteenth Army Corps; and suminoned Gonera] llurlbul from Momphi«« 
and General Dodge from Corinth, and selected out of the Sixteenth Oorp« 
A force uf aboat eight thousand men, which I directed General Dodge to 
cifuiM witih all eaipadidon, and with it to follow me eaatward. 

Ob the S7tb of Ootober, when Genenl Blair, with twodiviatoni^ waa at 
ItaaooBihia, I ordered General Ewing, with the Fourth Division, to OTOia tilt 
Tenneeeee (bj meant of the pimboats anrl scow) as rapidly as possible at 
Eaatport, and puih forward to Florence, which he did ; nnd tho same daj 
a messenfrer from General Grant floated down the Tenni ssoe over Muscle 
Shoals, landed at Tusoumbia, and was sent to me at luka. lie bore a short 
maiaaga from the general to this effeot; "Drop all work on the railroad aaal 
of Bear Greek ; poah jonr command toward Bridgeport till 70a meet or- 
dara;** etc Imtantly the Mdarwaa azecatad; tbo order of march wia 
reTCraed, and all the colomni were directed to Eastport, the only pla<^ 
where we could cross the Tennessoe. At first we only hnd the p:nnboati 
and ooal-barge; but the ferry-bont and two transports arrived on the Slst 
of Ootober, and the work of crossing waa pushed with all the vigor poMible. 
In penon I croaaed, and paaaed to the head of the oolnmn at Florence urn 
the lat cf Korembar, learfakg the rear divialona to b% condnctad by Gtnard 
Blair, and marched to BogeriTUle and Elk Wiwv, This wee foand impii 
aable. To ferrj woold have consumed too mnch time, and to build a bridge 
•till more; to there wfts no alternative but to turn np Elk River by way of 
Gilbertjboro, Elkton, etc., to the stone bridge at Fayetteville, where wo 
oroMed the Elk, and proceeded to Winchester and Deckerd. 

At Fajetteville I reoeired orders from General Grant to come to Bridge- 
port with tbo Fifteenth Atmj Gorpa, and to leave General Dodge*a oom- 
mand at Ptalaaki, and along the rulroad trom Oolombia to Decatnr. I in- 
structed General Blair to follow with the Second and First Divisions bj way 
of New Market, T^arkinsville, and Bollefonto, while I conducted the other 
two diviiioni by way of Deckerd; the Fourth Divi><ion crossing the moan- 
tain to Stevenson, and the Third by University Plact' and Swedon's Cove. 

In person I proceeded by Swedon's Cove and liuttlu Creek, reuching 
Bridgeport on the ni^t of November 18th. I immediately telegraphed to 
the commanding general mj arrival, and the poidtions of mj several di- 
visions, and was summoned to Cliatt mooga. I took the first steamboat 
daring the night of the Hth for Kelly's Ferry, and rodo into Chnttanooga 
on the 15th. I tlion learned the part assitnied me in tlie coniinj^ drama, was 
supplied with the necessary maps and information, and rode, fluriii:: the 
16th, iu c ompany with Generals Grant, Thumas, W. F. Smith, liruituau, axkl 
olhera, to the poeitiona oocopied on the west bank of the Tenneaaee, from 
which ooold be seen the campo of tiio enemy, oompassing Obattanocga and 
the Ihkc of Missionary Hills, with its terminus on Ohickamangn Greek, the 
palalth«tIwaa«ipMladtotakOkbold,andfortiiy. FoilooBa, withnM! 
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fopplj ct balks and dMaMf^ had been prepared fbr the bridge over the Ten- 
naaMe, and aD tbinga bad been prearranged with a forealgbt that eHcited 
my admiration. From the hills wo looked down on the amphitheatre of 
Chattanooga as on a map, and D<<tl:in<x rcnmincd but t'ur me to put nij troopi 
In the desired position. The plan contenipliiteil that, in addition to cronsing 
the lenne&»ee River and muking a lodgment on the terminus of Misaionarj 
Bidge^ I ahonld demonatrate againat Lookout Uonstain, near Tnoton, with 
• pwt of BjeoDmuid. 

AH In Ohattanooga were Impatient for acttoo, rendered almost acnte hj 
Iho Bttoril tpprebeoaioiia foU for tho tahtj of Oeneral Bamaldo in Eaat 
Tennessee. 

My command had marched from Memphis, three hundred and thirty 
miles, and I had pushed them as fa^t as the roads and distance would ad- 
mit, bnt I aaw enough of the condition of men and animala in Chattanooga 
to in^lro me with renewed energj. I fanmediatel j ordered my leading 
dhUoB (GmmwI Ewlng'a) to nareh ofo Bbelbnoond to Trentoik, demon* 
■Irating against Lookout Ridge, but to be prepared to tnm qaickly and fol* 
low me to Chattanooga and in person I returned to Bridgeport, rowing a 
boat down the Tennessee from Kelly's Ferry, and imniodiately on arrival 
pot in motion my divisions in the order in which they had arrived. Th« 
bridge of boats at Bridgeport waa frail, and, though used day and night, our 
paaaage was dow; and the road thenoe to Ohattanooga waa dreadfliny ont 
q» and eaennbered with the wagona of the other troopa atationed ahmg tho 
rotd. I reached General Hooker's headquarters during a rain, in the after* 
noon of the 20th, and met General Grant's orders for the gener il attack on 
the next day. It was simply impossible for ine to fulfill my part in time; 
only one dirlBion (Gt-neral Jolm E. Smith's) was in position. General Ew- 
ing was still at Trenton, and the other two were toiling along the terriblA 
fotd from flhellmoand to Ohattanooga. No troopa ever were or oonld ba 
Id batter oondltioo than mine, or who labored harder to ftdfiU thdr part 
On a proper representation, General Grant poatponcd the attack. On the 
tlat I got the Second Division over Brown's-Ferry Bridge, and General 
Ewing got up; but tlie bridge broke repeatedly, and delays occurred which 
no human sagacity could prevent. All labored night and day, and General 
Ewing got over on the 23d ; but my rear division was cut otT by the broken 
bridge at Brown'a Ferry, and oonld not Join mo. I ofbred to go into action 
with my throe dlvlaiona, aupported by General J«ff. 0. Dnvia, leaving not 
of ny beat dtrialona (Oaterhaoa*a) to aot with General Hooker agalnat 
Lookont Mountain. That division has not joined me yet, but I Icnow uA 
feel that it has served the country well, and that it has reflected honorim 
the Fiftcentli Army Corps nnd the .\rmy of the Tennessee. I leave the reo- 
ord of its liistury to General Hooker, or whomsoever has had ita services 
during tlie late memorable eventa, confdent that all wUl do it merited honor. 
20 
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At last, on the 23(1 of November, my three divisionB lay behind the hill* 
Oppoiite the mouth of the Chickamauga. I dispatobed the brigade of Um 
8«oond Divitioo, oommMided by General Ottes A. Sndtb, under eover of 
the biUa» to North OMekamengs Greek, to man the boata dealgned Ibr tiM 

pontoon-bridge, witli orders (at midni|^t) to drop down silently to a poini 

above the month of tlio South Chickainan;^a, there land two ref^inenta, who 
wore to move aloog the river-bank quietly, aud oaptare the enemy's Hver- 

jjicki'ts. 

General Gilea A. Smitli then iras to drop rapidly below the month of 
the Ohiokamanga, diaembark the reat of Ua brigade, and dispatdh the boali 
aoroM for fresh loada. Theae orderawere akillfuUy ezeented, and every rebal 
picket bat one waa captured. The balance of General Morgan L. Smith** 
division was then r:i!)idly ferried across ; that of General John E. Smith 
followed, and by dayli^^lit of November 2Uli two divisions of about eight 
thousand men were on tlie east bank of the Tennessee, and bad tlirown up 
a very respectable ride-trench as a UU du pont. As soon as the day 
dawned, some of the boata were taken from the use of ferrying, and a 
pontoon-bridge was begun, nnder the immediate direction of Gapt«n Drea- 
sar, the whole planned and anpervised by General William F. Smith in 
person. A p<mtoon-bridge was also bnilt at the same time over Chick- 
amanpa Creek, near its month, givinp commnnication with the two regi- 
ments which had been left on the nortli side, and fulfilling a tnost important 
purpose at a later stage of the drama. I will here bear my willing testi- 
mony to the Gompletenesa of thla whole boainesa. AU the ofBoera charged 
with the work were present, and manifeated a sUIl whieh I oannot praise 
too highly. I have never beheld any work done ao qnietly, so well; and I 
donbt if the history of war can show a bridge of that extent (viz., thirteen 
hundred and fifty feet) laid so noiselessly and well, in so short a time. I 
attribute it to the genius and intelligence of General William F. Smith. 
The steamer Dunbar arrived up in the course of the morning, and relieved 
Ewing's diviaoQ of the labor of rowing aoroas; but by noon the pontoon- 
bridge waa done, and my three divisi<ma were aoroas^ with men, borse^ 
artillery, and every thing. 

Honeral Jeff. 0. Davis's division was ready to take the bridge, and I 
ordered tbo rolnmns to form in order to carry the Missionary Hills. The 
movement bad been carefujly explained to all division commanders, and at 
1 P. U, we marched from the river in three columns in eolielon : the left, 
General Morgan L. Smith the coiumn of direction, following suhstaiitialiy 
Chickamauga Creek; the centre. General John £. Smith, in colomns^ 
doubled on the centre, at one brigade interval to the right and rear; the 
fll^t, General Ewing, in column at the same distance to the right rear, 
prepared to deploy to the right, on the 3ai)position that we would meet an 
enemy in that direction. Each head of column waa covered by a good line 
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of skirmiahers, with sapports. A light drizzling rain prevafled, and th« 
doads hung low, cloaking our movement from the enemy's tower of obser- 
▼atioD on Lookout Mountain. Wo soon gained tlio foot-hills; our skir- 
mishers crept up the face of the hills, followed hj their supports, ftod at 
SwSO P.M. we luidgainad, with BO loss, Uid'deiired point Abroad* of Moh 
diviiioii WM poshed rtpidlj to the top of the hill, end the enenaj for the 
first time seemed to realize the movement, bat too late, for we were fal 
possession. lie opened with artillery, but General Ewing SOOD got some of 
Captain Pviolmrdson's guns up that steep hill and gave back artillerj, 
and the enemy's skirmishers made one or two inelloctual (Ja-^hos at General 
Lightburo, who had swept round and got a farther hill, which was the real 
eontittiiaftioa oi the ridge. Ftcm otndying all the maps, I had inferred that 
Minlonary Bidge was a oontfaraooi hill; hot we found ounelTee on two 
Ugh points^ with a deep depression between ne and the one immediatel/ 
over the tmuMly which wai my chief objective point The ground we had 
gained, however, was so important, that I could leave nothing to chance, 
and ordered it to bo fortified during the night. One brigade of each 
division was left on the hill, one of General Morgan L. Smith's closed the 
gap to Ohlokamauga Creek, two ot General John £. 8mith*8 were drawn 
badk to the bate in reserve, and General Ewing*8 right waa extended down 
into the plain, thna orooiing the ridge la n general line, fadng aoatheaat 

The enemy felt oar left flank about 4 p. m., and a prettj smart engage* 
ment with artillery and muskets ensned, when he drew olT ; but it cost as 
dear, for General Giles A. Smith was severely wounded, and had to go to 
the rear; and the command of the brigade devolved on Colonel Tapper 
(One Ilaadred and Sixteenth lilinois), who managed it with skill daring 
tileieotoftheopentloM. At the moment of my eroitiBg the bridge, Gsii- 
eral Howard appeared, baring eome with three regimenta from Ghattanoo- 
g8| along the east bank of the Tenneasee, oonneoting my new poation with 
that of the main army in Chattanooga. lie left the three regiments attaehed 
temporarily to General Ewing's right, and returned to his own corps at 
Chattanooga. As night closed in, 1 ordered General Jeft". C. Duvis to keep 
one of his brigades at the bridge, one closo up to my puaition, and oneinter« 
mediate. Thus we passed the night, heavy details being kept busy at work 
on the intrenehmente on the hilL During the night the sky cleared away 
bright a eold froet filled the air, and our eamp-firee revealed lo the ene- 
my and to our friends In Ohattanoop^a onr position on Missionary Ridge. 
About midnight I received, at the hands of Major Rowley (of General 
Grant's stalf), orders to attack the enemy at "dawn of day," with notice 
that General Thomas would attack in force early in the day. Accordingly, 
before day I was in the saddle, attended by all my statT ; rode to the ex- 
trvno left of onrpooitioa nearOhiekamanga Creek ; thence np the hill, held 
by taanl lightbom; and rooad to the nxtrHaa rii^l «f GcMral Mwb^ 
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OfttchiDg as accurate an idea of the ground as possible bv the dim ligbt of 
morniDg. I saw tliat our line of attack was in the direction of Missiunarj 
Bidge, with wings supporting on either flank. Quite a valley lajr between 
oil tad die next hill of the wriesi and thie^uU preeented ateep aidea» die one 
to the west partially deared, bat the other covered with the native ton/L, 
The crest of the ridge waa narrow and wooded. The farther poioi of thia 
bill was held hy the onemj witli a breastwork of logs and fresh earth, filled 
with men and two guns. The enemy was also seen in prcnt force on a still 
higher bill beyond the tunnel, from which lie bn<l a fine plunging fire on 
the hill iu Uii^puto. i he gorge between, through which several roads and 
the nilroad-timnel pass, could not be aeen htm our poaldon, but fimied 
the natoral placs d'amm^ where the enemy covered hia maaaea to reaiat cor 
c o n t em pl ate d movement of turning hia right flank and endangering hie 
comnmnioationa with his depot at Chickamauga Station. 

As soon as possible, the following dispositions were made : The brigades 
of Colonels Cockroll and Alexander, and Gencr;!! Ligbtburn, were to hold 
oar hill as the key-point. General C\)rso, with as much of his brigade as 
ooold operate along the narrow ridge, was to attack from our right centre. 
General Lightbnm waa to diapatoh a good regiment lirom hia position to 
cooperate with Ooieral Corae ; and General Morgan L. Smith waa to move 
along the east base of Missionary RidgCi connecting with General Cant; 
and Oolonel Loomis, in like manner, to move along the weat baae^ anpported 
by the two reserve brigades of General John E. Smith. 

The sun had hardly risen before General Corse had completed his prepa- 
rations and his bugle sounded the ^' forward 1 " The Fortieth lllinuis, sap- 
ported by the Forty-aizth OfaiOk on our right centre, with the Thirtieth 
Ohio (Oolonel JcoeaX moved down the fiuse of onr hill, and np that held by 
the enemy. The line advanced to within about eighty yarda of the in* 
trenched position, where General Corse found a secondary crest, which he 
gained and held. To this point he cnlb d bis reserves, and asked for rein- 
forcements, which were Pent ; but the space was narrow, and it was not 
well to crowd the men, as the enemy's artillery and musketry fire swept 
the approach to hia position, giving him great advantage. As soon as Gen- 
era. Oorae had made hia preparation^ he asaaolted, and a dose, aevere con- 
laat enened, which laated more than an hoar, gaiidng and loaing ground, 
but never the position first obtained, from which the enemy in vain a^ 
tempted to drive him. General Morgan L. Smith kept gaining ground on 
the loft ppurs of ilissionary IMdpe, and Colonel Loomis got abreast of the 
tunnel and railroad embankment on his side, drawing the enemy^s fire, and 
to that extent relieving the assaulting party on the lull-crest. Captain 
OaUender had four of hia gnna on General Ewing'a hill, and Oaptain Wooda 
hia Kapdeon battery on General Lightbom^a; alao, two gnna of Dillon^ 
batlaiywirowllbOcloBal Akzander*abtigada. All direeted their life aa 



Digitized by Google 



IMS.] OHATTANOOOA AND KKOZVILUL 405 



earefiilly as possible, to clear the hill to onr front, without cndanf^cHng our 
own men. The fight raged furiously ahout 10 a. m., when General Cors« 
received a severe wound, was brought otT the field, and the command 
of the brigade and ni the Msank •! that kej-point deTolT«d on that fiat 
jouag, gallant offloer, Oolonel Waloott^ d the Forty-dxth Ohio, who f alflllad 
his |>art manfiiUy. He continoed the oonteit, prowing forward at all p<^ta. 
Colonel Lootni3 had made good prugrosa to the right, and aboQt 2 p. u. 
Genvral John E. Smitli, jiidi^iiip; the battle to be most severe on the hill, 
ami being required to support Cu norul Ewing, ordered up Colonel Rnura's 
and General Matthias's brigades across the field to the sumuiit that was 
being fought for. Thej moved up under a heavy fire of cannon and mus- 
ketrj, and joined Colonel Waloutt; bat the orest was so narrow that they 
neceatarily occnpied the west iaoe of the MIL The enemy, at the time being 
massed in great strength in tlio tunnel-gorge, moved a large foroe nnder 
cover of the ground and the thick bushes, and suddenly appeared on the 
right rear of this command. Tlie suddenness of the attack disoonoertcd the 
men, exposed as they wero in the open tield ; they fell back in some disorder 
to tiio lower edge of the field, and reformed. Those two brigades were in 
the nature of supports, and did not oonstitnte a part of the real attaok. 
The movement, seen from Ohattanooga (five miles off) with spy-masses, gav* 
rise to the report, whioheven General Keigs has repeated, that we were re- 
pulsed on the left. It was not so. The real attacking oolamns of General 
Corse, Col'HH-l Loomis, and General Smith, were not reitulaed. Tiioy 
en;rapi d in fi '-iMse struggle all day persistently, stubbornly, and well. 
When the two reserve brigades of General John £. Smith fell back as de- 
seribed, the enemy made a show of pursuit, but were in their tomeanght In 
flank by the weU-direeted fire of onr brigade on the wooded crest, and 
hastily soogbt cover behind the hUL 

Thus matters stood about 8 r. m. The day was bright and clear, and 
the amphitheatre of Chattanooga lay in beauty at our feetk I had watched 
for the attack of General Thomas ''early in the day^ 

Column after colunm of the enemy was sttcaining toward me; gun after 
gun poured its concentric shot on us, from every hill and spur that gave a 
view of any part of the ground held by na. An occasional shot from Fort 
Wood and Orchard Knob, and some mnsketry-flre and artillery over aboat 
Lookout Mountain, was all tb&t I could detect on our side; but about 8 
r. M. I untie. (1 tho white lino of inuaketry-fire in front of Orchard Knoll 
exten<liiig fartlier and farther right and left and on. We could only hear 
a faint echo of sound, but enough was seen to satisfy me that General 
Thomas was at last moving on the centre. I know that our attack had 
drawn vast masses of the enen^ to onr flank, and felt sure of the resolk 
Berne gnns which had been firing on ns aU day wcM silent, or were toned 
In adUbrenl direellea. 
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The advancing line of musketry-fire from Orchard Knoll disappeared 
to ni boliind a spur of the hill, and could no Ioniser be seen ; and it wai 
not until night cio^ied in that 1 knew thut the troops in Chattanooga had 
■wept mmm Hhrionaiy Bi^ and brokMi the enemy't ocntra. Of motMi 
lh« Tiotory wtm won, ud ponoit was the n«st atop. 

I ofdared Qeneral Moi^^ L. Smith to feel to the taimtl, and it waa 
fotmd vacant, save bj the dead and wounded of our own and the enemy 
commingled. The reserve of General JetT. C. Dnvis was ordered to march 
at OQce bj the pontoon-bridge aoross Ohiokamauga Greek, at ite mouth, and 
pOflh forward for the depot. 

General Howard had reported to me in the earlj part of the daj, with 
the reaudnder of hie arm j oorpa (the EleventhX and had heen ported to 
eonneot mj left with Ohiokamauga Oraek. He waa ordered to repair an 
old broken bridge abont two miles op the Chickamanga, and to follow Gen- 
eral Davis at 4 a. m., and the Fifteenth Army Corps was ordered to follow 
at daylight. But General Howard found that to repair the bridge was more 
of a task than was at first supposed, and we were all couijicllud to (•ro;*^ the 
Ohiokamauga on the new pontoon- bridge at its mouth. By ubuut 11 a. m. 
General Jeft O. Davia'a dividon reached the depot, just in time to see it in 
flamea. lie fonnd the enentj occnpjing two hilla, partially intrenched, Jnat 
beyond the depot. Theae he aoon drove away. The depot presented a 
acene of desolation that war alone exhibita-HSom-meal and corn in huge 
burning |ti]o8, broken wagons, abandoned cai-isons, two thirty-two-pounder 
rilled-guns with carriages burned, [mlm os of pontoons, Imlks and c hesses, 
eta, destined donbtless for thefuiuuus invasion of Kentucky, and all mauner 
of things, burning and broken. Still, the enemy kindly left as a good aup- 
ply of forage for oor horaea^ and med, beana, etc, for onr men. 

Panring hot a abort while, we pasaed on, the road filled with broken 
wagona and abandoned oidaaona, till night. Just as the head of the column 
emerged from a dark, miry swamp, we encountered tlie rear-guard of the 
retreating enemy. The fight was sharp, but tlie night closed in so dark 
that we could not move. General Grant came up to us there. At day- 
li|^t we reeumed the march, and atGraysville, whore a good bridge spanned 
the Ohickamanga, we fonnd the eorpa of General Palmer on the south bank, 
who Informed na that General Hooker waa on a road atill ftrther south, tM 
we eould hear his guns near Ringgold. 

As the roads were filled with all the troops they could possibly accom- 
modate, I turned to the east, to fulfill another part of the general plan, via., 
to break up all communication between Bragg and Longstroet. 

We had all sorts of rumorti as to tim latter, but it was manifest that we 
ihonld intorpoae a proper force between theae two anniea. I therefore 
direoted General Howard to move to Parker*a Gap, and thence aend rapidly 
ft aompetant force to Bed Olay, or the Conncil^roand, there to deatroy 
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ft 1trg« teotum of the rMlroad wblob eonneoto Dalton and Cleveland. TUi 
work was most sacosssfoUj and ftilly aooomplishod tbat daj. The divMon 
of General Jeff. 0. Davis waa moved elose up to Ringgold, to assist Qsn- 

era! Hooker if needed, and the Fifteenth Corps was held at Graysrilla, 
for any thing that might turn up. About noon I hud a message from Gen- 
eral Hooker, saying lie had had a pretty hiird Cwlit at the mountain-paaB 
Juet bejoud liinggold, and be wanted me to come forward to turn tlie posi 
tion. He was not aware at the time tbat Howard, hy moving tlirough 
Parker's Gap toward Red Okjt bad alreadj turned it. 80 I rode forward 
to Ringgold la person, and found the enemj had alreadj fallen bnek to 
Tonnel Hill. He was alreadj oat of the valley of the Chickamauga, and an 
ground whence the waters flow to the Coosa. He was out of Tennessee. 

I found General Grant at Kin;.'p'old, and, after some exphiijations as to 
breaking up tlie railroad from liinggold back to the State line, as soon as 
some cars loaded with wounded men could be pushed back to Chickamauga 
depot, I was ordered to move dowlj and Itisarely baek to Chattanooga. 

On the following daj the Fifteenth Corps destroyed absolatelj and 
effectually tbe railroad fr<mk a point half-way between Ringgold and Grays- 
▼illo, back to tlie State line ; and General Grant, coming to Graysville, con 
sonted that, instead of returning direct to Chattanooga, I ini;jht s. nd hack 
all my artillery-wagons and intpediments, and make a circuit by the north 
as far as the Hiawassee River. 

Acowdingly, on the morning of Kovember S9tb, General Howard moved 
flpom Parker*8 Gap to Olevekod, General Davis bj way of McDaniel*sGap^ 
and General Bbir with two divisions of the Fifteenth Corps by way ol 
Jnlien*8 Gap, all meeting at Cleveland that night. Here another good 
break was made in the Dalton it Cleveland road. On tho Soth the army 
moved to Charlestnn, (Jentral Howard approaching so r;ipidly tliat the 
enemy evacuated with habte, leaving tbe bridge but pai'tially damaged, and 
five car-loads of floor sad provisions on the north beak of the Hiawassee. 

This was to have been the limit of oar operationa. Officera and men had 
bfOQght no baggage or provisions, and the weather was hitter cold. I had 
already reached the town of Charleston, when General Wilson arri ve 1 wit); 
a letter from Grtu rul Hrant, at Chattanooga, infonning me that the huot 
authentic aceonnts from Kno.xville were to the 27th, at whifh tinu' (It nrtul 
Burnsido was completely invested, and had provisions only to iuciuile the 
8d of December ; that General Granger had left Chattanooga for KnozvUle. 
by the river-road, with ft steamboat following him in the river; bat he 
feared that General Granger ooald not reach Knoxville In time, and or* 
dered me to take command of all troops moving for the relief of Knox- 
ville, and hasten to General Bumside. Seven days hef<»ro, wo had left 
our camps on the other side of the Tennessee with two dayg' rations, with- 
out a change of riothing — stripped tor the fight, with but a tingle blanket 
or coat per man, from myself to the private iucluded. 
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Of oounty we fhtn lud no proviiioiii vbat we gathwed by tl» 
fMd, and were ill sappliod for nich a in arch. Bat we learned that tweke 

thousand of onr follow-soldiers were helefif;iiored in the mountain town of 
Knoxville, eighty-four miles distant; that thoy needed relief, and must have 
it in three days. This was enough — and it had to bo done. General 
Howard that night repaired and plunked the railroad- bridge, and at day- 
light the army passed over the Hiewaaaee and marched to Athena^ fifteen 
milea. I had aappoaed rightly that Qeneral Granger waa aboat the 
month of the niawaaaee, and had sent him notice of my orders ; that General 
Grant had sent rno a copy of his written instructions, which were full and 
ooraplete, and tliat he must pusli for Kinf«?ton, near which wo would make 
a junction. Hut, by the tiiuo I reached Athens I had better stndit d iho 
geography, and bcnt him orders, which found him at Decatur, tiiut Kiugi>tun 
waa out ci onr way ; that be ahonld lend bia boat to Kingston, bnt with bia 
eommand atrike acrom to Philadelphia) and repoft to me there. I bad bnt 
n email force of oavalrj, whioh was, at the time of my receipt ot General 
Grant's orders, scouting over abont Benton and Columbus. I left my aide, 
M^jor McCoy, at Charleston, to communicate with this cavalry and bony it 
forward. It overtook me in the night at Athens. 

On the 2d of December the army moved rapidly north toward Loudon, 
twenty-six miles distant Abont 11 a. v. the oavalry passed to the head 
of the odnmn, waa ordered to pnsh to London, and, if possible^ to aave e 
pontoon-bridge aeroaa the Tennessee, held by a brigade of the enemy com- 
manded 1^ General Vaughn. The cavalry moved with stioh rapidity as to 
capture every picket; but the brigade of Vaughn had artillery in position, 
covered by earilnvorks, and displayed a force too respect^ible to be carried 
by a cavalry dasli, ho that darkness closed in before General Howard's 
infantry got np. The enemy abandoned the place in the night, destroying 
tiie pontoons, mnning three Ioe(miotiTea and forty-eight eat* into the 
Teimeiaee RiTor, and nbandoned mnob provislont tbor guns, and other 
material, which General Howard took at daylight Bnt the bridge was 
gone, and we were forced to turn east and trust to General Bumside's 
bridge at Knoxville. It was all-important that General Burnsido ahonld 
have notice of our coming, and but one day of the time remained. 

Accordingly, at Philadelphia, during the night of the 2d of December, 
I sMit my aide (&I^or Andenried) forward to Oolomel Long, commaodin| 
the brigade of eavidry at London, to explain to Um bow all'importaat U 
was that notice of oar approach should reach General Bumside witfain 
twenty-four liours, ordering him to select the best materials of his command, 
to start at once, ford the Little Tennessee, and push into Knoxville at what- 
ever cost of life and horao-flcsh. M^or Andenried was ordered to go along. 
The distance to be traveled was about forty milea, and the roads vUlainons. 
Before day they were ol^ and at daylight the VUImiiIIi Corps waa tamed 



Digitized by Google 



OHATTAMOOGA AND i^NOXVILIX 



400 



from Philadelphia for the Little TomeMee at Morgan to wo, where luj ma^ 
repreMiitad tiia ifver la being Ttvj ihdlow ; bnt it wm fouid too deep for 
fording, and tlio water waa freeiing oi^d— width two bondred and forty 
7ard% depth from two to five foet; horaoa oonld ford, bnt artillery and 

men could not. A bridge was indispensable. General miaon (who aooom> 
panted me) undertook to superintend the bridge, and I am under many ob- 
ligations to him, as I was without an engineer, having sent Captain Jenny 
back from Grajsvillo to survey our tiold of battle. We had our pioneerB, 
bnt only aoeb toob aa aze% ^ka, and apadea. Oeowal VibMi, working 
partly with ont wood and partly with aqnare toBatlea (made of the hooaea of 
the late town of Horgantown), progreaaed apaoe, and by dork of December 
4th troops and animals passed over the bridge^ and by daybreak of the 5th 
the Fifteenth Corps (fJeneral Blalr^s) waa over, and Generals Granger's 
and Davis's divisions were ready to pass; but the diagonal bracing waa im- 
perfect for want of spikea, and the bridge broke, causing delay. I had 
ordered General Blair to move oat on the Marysville road five miles, thwe 
to await notioe that General Granger waa on a parallel road abreast of him, 
and in peraon I waa at a boose where the roada parted, when a meaaenger 
rode up, bringing me a few words from General Bnrnside, to the effect that 
Colonel Long had arrived at Knoxnlle with his cavalry, and that all waa 
well with him there ; Longstroct still lay before the place, but there were 
symptoms of his speedy departure. 

I felt that I liad accomplished the first great step in the problem for the 
reUef of General Bnmride*a army, bnt atill nrged on the work. Aa aoon aa 
the bridge waa mended, all tiie troopa moved forward. General lloward 
bad marobed from London, bad found a pretty good ford for his horaea 
and wagons at Davis'a, seven miles below Morgantown, and had made an 
ingenious bridge of tlio wagons left by General Vaughn at London, on which 
to pass his men. lie marched by Unitia and Louisville. On the night of 
the 5th all the heads of columns oommnnioated at Marysville, wiiere I met 
ICi^or Van Bnren (of General Bnmride^ iteff X who annonnoed that Long> 
atreet bad the ni^t before retreated on the Rotledge, Bogeraville, and 
Bristol road, leadtaig to Yhrglnia; that General Bnmaide*a eavahry waa on 
hiabeela; and that the general desired to see me in person as soon as 1 
oonld come to Knoxvillo. I ordered all the troops to halt and rest, except 
the two divisions of General Granger, which were ordered to move forward 
to Little River, and General Granger to report in person to General Burn- 
aide for orders. His was the force ori^nally designed to reinforce General 
Bnmiide, and it waa eminently proper that It ahonld join In the atem-ehaae 
after Longatreet. 

On the morning of December Cth I rode from Marysville into KnoxvUle, 
and met General Bumside. (o n ral Granger arrived later in theday. We 
examined his lines of fortifloations, which were a wonderftil prodootlon fot 
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the short time allowed in their seloction of ground and construction of 
work. It seomod to me that they were nearly impregnable. We ex« 
BRiined the redoubt named "Sanders," where, on the Sunday previous, 
three brigades of tlie enemy had assaulted and met a bloody repulse. Now, 
all was peaceful and quiet; but a few hours before^ the deadly bullet Bought 
its victim all round about that hilly barrier. 

The gcnenU explained to mo fully and frankly what he had done, and 
what he proposed to do. lie asked of mo nothing but General Granger's 
command ; and suggested, in view of the large force I had brought from 
Chattanooga, that I should return with due expedition to the line of the 
lliawassee, lest Bragg, reCnforced, might take advantage of our absence to 
resume the ofiensive. I asked him to reduce this to writing, which ho did, 
and I here introduce it aa part of my report : 

ELxADQCABTxiu Arut ot TUX Ohio, J 
Kmoztille, lJ*c4mb«r 7, 1868. ( 

Ma^-Gentral "W. T. Suermax, commanding, etc. 

Grneral : I desire to express to you and your command my most hearty 
thanks and gratitude for your promptness in coming to our relief during the 
siege of Knoxville, and I am satistied your ai>proach served to rai&e the 
iiego. The emergency having passed, I do not deem, for the present, any 
other portion of your command but the corps of (Jeneral Granger neces- 
sary for operations in this section ; and, ina.smuch as General Grant has 
weakened the forces immediately with him in order to relieve us (thereby 
rendering the position of (ieneral Thomas less ^ecure), I deem it advisable 
that all tlie troops now hero, save those commanded by General Granger, 
should return at once to within supporting distance of the forces in front 
of Hragg's army. In behalf of my command, I desire again to thank you 
and your command for the kindness you have done us. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. E. BuBNSiDK, Major- Genial command in ff. 

Acoordingly, having seen General Burnsido's forces move out of Knox- 
ville in pursuit of Longstreet, and General Granger's move in, I put in 
motion ray own command to return. General Howard was ordered to move, 
via Davis's Ford and Sweetwater, to Athens^ with a guard forward at 
Charleston, to hold and repair the bridge which the enemy had retaken after 
our passage up. General Jeff. 0. Davis moved to Columbus, on the lliawas- 
see, titi Madisonville, and the two divisions of the Fifteenth Corps moved to 
Tellico Plains, to cover a movement of cavalry across the mountains into 
Georgia, to overtake a wagon-train which had dodged us on our way up, 
and had escaped by way of Murphy. Subsequently, on a report from Gen- 
eral Howard that the enemy held Charleston, I diverted General Ewing's 
division to Athens, and went in person to Tellico with General Morgan L. 
Smith's division. By the 9th all our troops were in position, and we held th« 
rich country between the I-ittlo Tennessee and the lliawassee. The cavalry, 
under Colonel Long, passed th9 mouutnlu at Tellico, and proceeded about 
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••▼•nteen milet beyond Marpbj, when OoIodoI Lon^, deem'iDg his farther 
pursuit of the wagon-train useless, returned on the 12th to Tellico. I 
then ordered him and the division of (Icnerul Morgan L. Smith to move 
to Charleston, to whioh puiut I had previously ordered the corps of Gen- 
eral Howard. 

On th« 14th of Deeember all of my oommand in the Held lej nlong the 
Hitwaaeee. Heving oommiinioated to General Grant the aotual atate of 
afiiun, I TMelvad orders to leave^ on the lino of the Hiawanee^ all tlic cav- 
alry, and come to Chattanoopi witli the rest of my command. I loft 
the brigade of cavalry commanded by Colonel Long, rcenforced by tlie Fifth 
Ohio Cavalry (Lieutenant-Colonel Heath) — the only cavalry properly be- 
longing to the FifteeDth Army Corps — at Charleston, and with the reniun- 
der moved hj eaa/ marohe% hj OleTeland and Tyner*a ]>epol^ Into Ohatta* 
noog% where I received in peraon from General Grant <^en to tranafer 
back tothdr appropriate commanda the corps of General Iloward and the 
division commanded by General Jeff. 0. Davii^ and to ocmdnot the Fifteenth 
Army Corps to its new field of operations. 

It will thus appear that wo have been constantly in motion since our 
departure from the Big Black, in Mississippi, until the present moment. 
I liaTe been unable to ree^ve fr<mi anbordinate oommandera the nasal full, 
deti^ed reporta of eventa, and have therefore been compelled to make np 
tliia report from my own personal memory ; hut, as aooD aa poaublOi anbor^ 
dinate reports will be received and duly forwarded. 

In reviewing the facta, I must do Justice to the im>n of my command for 
the j'iitionce, cheerfulness, and courage which olHcera and uilmi have dis- 
played throughout, in buttle, on the march, and in camp. For long periods, 
wiflioot regular rationa or foppliea of an/ kind, they have marohed through 
mnd and over rookai aometimea barefooted, without a mnrmur. Withont a 
moment*a reat after a maroh of over four hundred miles, without deep for 
throe successive nights, we crossed the Tennessee, fought our part of the 
battle of Chattanooga, pursued the enemy out of Tennessee, and then turned 
more than a hundred and twenty miles nortli and corupolled Loiigstreet to 
raise the siege of Knoxville, which gave so much anxiety to tiio whole 
country. It ia hard to realiae the importance of these events without ru 
ealiing the memory of the general feeling which pervaded all minda at Ohat- 
taoooga prior to oar arrivaL I oannot apeak of the Fifteenth Armj Gorpa 
without a seeming vanity ; but as I am no longer its commander, I assert 
that there is no better body of soldiers in America than iU I wiah all to 
feel a just pride in its real honors. 

To General Howard and his command, to General Jeff. 0. Davis and 
his, I am more than usually indebted for the intelligence of commanders 
and fidelitj of eoounanda. The brigade of Colonel Boahbeck, belonging to 
the Eleveiitb Ooips whieh waa the first to eome out of Chattanooga to m| 
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flink, fonght at the Tnnnel Ilill, in connection with General £wiiig*i diyW 
sion, and displayed a courage almost amounting to rashness. Folio win| 
the eneinv almost to tlic tr.niicl ;^<«rgo, it lost many valuable lives, promi- 
nent among them Licutouant-Culuuel Tali, spoken of as a most gaUaat 
loldier. 

Id General Howard Uuronghoot I found a peliahed and Ohriatian gtnfle* 
man, e^blting the highest and meet ofaivalrie traite of the aoldier. Gen- 
eral Davto handled his division with artiatio skUIf more ospeciollj at J^e 
moment wo encoantored the enemy's rcar-guard, near Graysville, at night- 
fall. I must award to tliLs division the credit of the best order during our 
movement through East Tcunossco, when long marches and the necessit/ of 
foraging to the right and left gave some reason for disordered ranks. 

Inaamnoh aa exception may be taken to my explanation of the ten^o- 
rarj confotion, during the hattle of Ohattanoogai of the two brigadee of Gen- 
eral Matthias and Oolonel Raum, I will hero .'^tate that I saw the whole, 
and attach no blame to any one. Accidents will happen in battle, as else- 
where; and at tlie point where they so manfully woiit to relieve the pressure 
on other \niris of our assaulting; line, tbov cxpoi^ed themselves unconscionsly 
to an enemy vastly superior in force, uud tuvurud by the .shape of tiio ground. 
Had that oiemy oome out on equal terms, those brigades would have shown 
their mettle, which has been tried more than once before and stoMl the test 
of fire. Thoy reformed their ranlcs, and were ready to support General 
Ewiiig's division in a very few minutes; and the circumstance would have 
hardly called for notice on my part, had not others reported what was seen 
from C!iattaiioog!i, a <listance <»f nearly fivi* mile.s, from whore could only be 
seen tlm troupn iu the open tield in which thid utlair occurred. 

laow anttloin the beat report of caanslttea I am able to compile from 
ttie reoords thus hr received : 
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No report from fJencral Davis's division, but loss is su'.all. 
Among the killed were some of our most valuable officers: Colonels 
Putnam, Ninety-third iUioois; O'Meara, Ninetieth Illinois; and lorreac^ 
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Tbirtietli Iowa; IJentenant-Oolonel Toft, of the Xl«Tenth dorps; and 
BuhlMU, Thirteenth niinois. 

Among the wounded are Brigadier-Generals Giles A. Smith, Corse, and 
Matthias; Colonel Kaum ; Colouol Wangelin, Twelfth Missouri; Lienten- 
ant-Uolonel Partridge, Thirtecuth Illinois; Ait^ur P. I. Welsh, iTii'tjr-Bixth 
lUinoia ; and Miyor Nathan MoAlla, Tenth Iowa. 

Among the miiiiiig is Lientenant-Oolonel Areher, Seventeoith Iowa. 

Uj report is already so long, that I mnst forbesr mentioning acts of 
ladiTidaal merit. These will bo recorded in the reports of division com> 
menders, which I will cheerfully indorse ; but I must say thjjt it is but jus- 
tice that colonels of regiments, who have so long and so well commanded 
brigades, as in the following case?, ehuuld bo coniinissioned to the grade 
whioh they have filled with so much usui'uluess and crvdit to the publio 
senries^ ylz.: Odonel J. R. Cockerel!, Seventieth Ohio; Oolonel J. IL 
Loomia, Twentj-iizth Illinois; Colonel 0. O. Walcott, Forty-aizth Ohio; 
Oolonel J. A. Williamson, Fourth Iowa ; Colonel O. B. Ranm, Fiftj-sizth 
Ulinoia ; Colonel J. I. Alexander, Fifty-ninth Indiana. 

My personfd staff, as usual, have served their country with fidelity, and 
credit to themselves, thronghont these events, and have received my per- 
sonal thonka. 

Ludossd yon will please iind a map of that pert of the battle-flelA of 
(Aattanooga fiyq^t OT«r hj the troops nnder my oommand, snnreyed and 
drawn 1^ Oaptsin Jeoney, engineer on my staff. I have the bonor to be^ 
four oMient serranl^ W. T. Sasaiuv, Me^Omiwrai 9ammanding, 

(Omsnl Order No ft8 ] 

Was DxrAanmr, AxuvtAm^MxttuV* Owncm, I 
WAonmiov, iUr«ar|r fll, \9U, f 

Punuo BnsoLimov— Ko. 12. 

JolBt resolntton tendering the thanks of Congress to K^or-6eoeral W. 
T. Shermsn and others. 

Bt U rmlMi hp ^ Anols and Bovm ^BepmuMt^pf <A« XMlUd 
8Mm ^AfMriea in 0<mgrm amembUiy That the thanks of Congress and 

of the people of the United States are doe, and that tlie eiimo are hereby 
tendered, to Mnjor-General W. T. Sherman, commander of the Department 
and Army of the Tennesfee, and the officers and soldiers who served under 
him, for their gallant and arduous services in marching to the relief of the 
Army of the Camberland, and for their gallantry and heroism in the 1)attle 
of Chattanooga, which eontrtbnted in a great degree to the snecess of on 
arms in thai potions Tictory. 

Approved February 19, 1864. 
By order of the Secretary of War : 

E. D. Tcwmmro^ AmUtanU A4i^tant-QmmuL 
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On the 19th of December I was at CridLrejwrt, and ^.we all 
tho orders necesBary for the distribution of the four divisioiiB of 
the Fifteenth Corps along tbe railroad from Stevenson to Deca- 
tur, and the part of the Sixteenth Corps, commanded bj Gen- 
eral Dodge, along the railroad from Decatur to Nashville, to 
make the needed repairs, and to be in readiness for the cam- 
paign of the succeeding year ; and on the Slst I went up to 
Nashville^ to confer with General G-rant and conclude the ar- 
rangements for the winter. At that time General Grant waa 
nnder the impression that the next campaign would be up the 
▼alley of East Tennessee^ in tho direction of Yii^nia ; and as it 
was likely to be the last and moat important campaign of the war, 
it became necessary to set free as many of the old troops senr> 
ing along the Mississippi River as possible. This was the real 
object and purpose of the Meridian campaign, and of Banks'i 
expedition up Red River to Shreveport during that winter. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

OAMPAIOS. 

JAJXVAMT AJW JKBSUABT, 18M. 

The winter of 1863-'G4 opened very cold nnJ severe ; and 
it was manifest after tlio buttle of Cbattanoogu, November 
25, 1863, and the raising of the siege of Knoxvillo, Deceniber 
6th, tliat military operations in that quarter must in a nieag- 
ure cease, or be limited to liuni.side's force bevond Knux- 
ville. On the 21st of Dceember (jcneral (inuit had removed 
his hetidquarters to Nariliville, Tennessee, leaving (ieneral 
George II. Thomas at Chattanooga, in eummand of the Depart- 
ment of the Cumberland, and of the army round about that 
place ; and I was at Bridgeport, with orders to distribute my 
troops along the railroad from Stevenson to Decatur, Alabama, 
and from Deeatur up toward Nashville. 

General G. M. Dodge, who was in command of the detach- 
ment of the Sbcteenth Corps, numbering about eight thousand 
men, had not participated with us in the l)attle of Chattanooga, 
but had remained at and near Pulaski, Tennessee, engaged in 
repairing that railroad, as auxiliary to tlie main lino which led 
from Na6h\'iile to Stevenson, and Chattanooga, (xeneral John 
A. Logan had succeeded to the command of the Fifteenth 
Corps, by regular api)ointment of the President of the United 
States, and had relieved (ieneral Frank 1*. Blair, who had been 
temporarily in connnand of that corps duriug the Chattanooga 
and Knoxville movement. 

At that time I was in command of the Department of the 
Tenneaaee, which embraced gubatantiallj the territory on the 



Digitized by Google 



416 



lAJr OAMPAIGir. 



[1864 



mst bank of the MinsBippi Eiver, from Natches up to the 
Ohio Itirer, and thence along the Tennessee Kiver as high aa 
Decatur and Bellefonte, Alabama. General MePherson waa 
at Yickgbiirg and General Ilurlbut at Memphis^ and from 
them I had the regular reporta of affairs m that quarter of my 
command. The rebels still maintained a considerable force 
of infantiy and cavalry in the State of MiBaiaaippi, threatening 
the livery whose navigation had become to us so delicate and 
bnportant a matter. Satisfied that I conld check this by one or 
two quick moves inhmd, and thereby set free a considerable 
body of men held as load garrisons, I went up to Kashville 
and represented the ease to General Grant, who oonsented that 
I might go down the ICssissippi lUver, where the balk of my 
command lay, and strike a blow on the east of the river, while 
Qeneral Banks from New Orleans should in like manner strike 
another to the west; thus preventing any (hrther molestation 
of tbe boats navigating the main river, and thereby widening 
Cfae gap in the Southern Confederacy. 

After having given all the necessaiy orders for the distribn- 
tion, dnring the winter months, of that part of my command 
which was in Southern and Middle Tennessee, I went to Cm- 
dnnati and Lancaster, Ohio, to spend Christmas with my Ismily ; 
and on my return I took Minnie with me down to a convent at 
Beading, near Cineinnati, where I left her, and took the cars for 
Cairo^ lUinols^ which I reached January 8d, a very cold and 
bitter day. The ice was forming fast, and there was great 
danger that the Missisoppi Biver would become closed to navi- 
gation. Admiral Porter, who was at Cairo, gave me a small 
gunboat (the Juliet), with which I went up to Paducsh; to 
inspect that place, garrisoned by a small force, commanded by 
Colonel S. G. Hicks, Fortieth Illinois, who had been with me 
and was severely wounded at Shiloh. Beturning to Odro, 
we started down the Ifississippi Biver, which was full of float- 
mg ice. With the utmost difficulty we made our way through 
it, for honn floating in tho nddst of immense cak^ that diafed 
and ground our boat so that at times we were in danger ol 
sfaiking. But about the lOtfa of January we readied Memphij, 
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wliere I found General Ilurlbuty and explained to him mj 
purpose to collect from his garrisons and those of McFhenon 
about twenty thousand men, with which in February to inarcH 
oat from Yicksburg as far as Meridian, break up the Mobile A 
Ohio Railroad, and also the one leading from Yicksbmg to 
Selma, Alabama. I instmoted him to select t w ) g ^od divisioris, 
and to be ready with them to go along. At Memphis I found 
Brigadier-General TV. Sooy Smith, with a force of about twenty* 
fiye hundred cayaby, which he had by General Grant's oiden 
biong^t aenss from Middle Tennessee, to assist in onr general 
pnrposoi as wed as to punish the rebd Genersl Forrest, who 
had been most active in harassing <m gsnisons in West Teo 
nsMee and KississippL 

After staying a oonple of days at Memphis, we oontinued on 
in the gonboat Silw Gond to 'Viekabnig, whero I found 
GenevBl McFherson, and, giving him nmilar orders^ instructed 
him to send out spies to aseertaiu and bring back timely in- 
formation of the strength and location of the enemj. The 
winter continued so severe that the river at Yicksbuig was fnll 
of fk>ating ice, but in the Silver Oloud we breasted it manfully, 
and got back to Memphis by the 20th. A chief part of the 
enterprise was to destroy the rebel cavalry commanded by 
Genersl Forrest, who were a constant threat to our nulway 
oommunieations in Middle Tennessee, and I committed this task 
to Brigadie^Qeneral W. Sooy Smith. General Hurlbut had in 
his command about seven thousand five hundred cavalry, scat- 
tered from Columbus, Eentnckj, to Oorinth, Mississippi, and we 
proposed to make up an abrogate cavalry force of about seven 
thousand ^eflEective,'' out of these and the twenty-five hundred 
whidi General Smith had brought with him from Middle 
Tenneasee. With this force General Smith was ordered to move 
from M«nphis straight for Meridian, Mississippi, and to start 
1^ Februaij 1st. I explained to him personally the nature of 
Forrest as a man, and of his peculiar force ; told him that in 
his route he was sm^ to encounter Forrest, who always attacked 
with a vehemence for which he must be prepared, and that, 

after he had repelled the dret attack, be mufit in turn assume 
87 
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the most determined ofTcnsivei ovorwhelm him and utterlj 
deetroj Iub whole force. I knew that Foireet ooiild not hay« 
more thaD four thousand cavalry, and mj own movement would 
give employment to every other man of the rebel array not im- 
mediately present with him, so that he (Gleneral Smith) mi^^t 
mfely act on the hypotliesis I have stated. 

Having completed all these preparations in Memphis, being 
satisfied that the cavalry force would he ready to start by the 
let of February, and having seen General Hurlbat with hie two 
divisions embark in steamers for Yicksbur^ I also reOmbariced 
for the same destination on the 27th of Jannaiy. 

On the 1st of Febmaiy we rendeavonsed inVicksbnig^ 
where I f onnd a spy who had been sent out two weeks bef eie^ 
had been to Meridian, and brought back correct information of 
the state of facts in the interior of MississippL lieutenant* 
Gtoneral (Biahop) Folk was in diief command, with headquarters 
at Meridian, and had two divisions of infantry, one of whidb 
(General Loring's) was posted at CSanton, IGssissippi, the other 
(General French's) at Brandon. He had also two divisions of 
cavalry— Armstrong's, composed of the three brigades of Boss, 
Btark, and Wirt Adams, which were scattered from the neigh- 
borhood of Yaeoo City to Jackson and below ; and Forres^s^ 
which was united, toward Memphis, with headquarters at Gomo. 
Genersl Polk seemed to have no suspicion of our intentions to 
disturb his serenity. 

Accordingly, on the moniing of February 3d, we started in 
two columns, eadi of two divisions, preceded by a light force of 
oavalry, commanded by C!olonel £. F. Winslow. General Mo> 
Fherson commanded the right column, and General Hurlbut the 
left The former crossed the Big Black at the railroad-bridge, 
and the latter seven miles above, at Messinger's. We were 
lightly equipped as to wagons, and marched without deployment 
straight for Meridian, distant one hundred and fifty milea. We 
struck the rebel cavalry beyond the Big Black, and pushed them 
pell-mell into and beyond Jackson during the 6th. The next 
day wo reached Brandon, and on the 9th Morton, where wo per- 
ceived signs of an infantry concentration, but the enemy did not 
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l^fe 08 bttila, and retreated before ns. The rebel oavalry were 
ill axoand ua, ao we kept our oolamna oompaet aad offered 
few or no ehaooea for their dashes. As far as Morton we had 
oooQined two roada, but there we were forced into one. Toward 
OTeidng of the 13th, Hnrlbnt^a oolnmn paased through Decatur, 
with ordera to go into camp four miles beyood at a creek. 
McPheraon'a head of column waa aome four milea behind, and I 
peraonally detached one of Hurlbut'a regimenta to guard the 
croB^-roada at Decatur till the head of MePheraon'a column should 
eome in ai|^t Intendingto spend the night in Decatur, I went 
to a double log-house^ and arranged with the lady for aome 
supper. We unsaddled our horses, tied them to the fence in- 
side the yard, and, being tired, I lay down on a bed and fall 
asleep. Fkesently I heard ahouta and hallooing, and then heard 
^atol-ahota doae to the houae. My aide, Major Audenried, 
oalled me and aaid we were attadred by rebel cavalry, who 
were all around us. I jumped up and inquired where waa the 
regiment of infantry I had myself posted at the cross-roada. 
He said a few momenta before it had marched past the houae^ 
foUowing the road by which Gteneral Hurlbut had gone, and I 
told him to run, oyertake it, and bring it back. Meantime, I 
went out into the back-yard, saw wagons passing at a run 
down the road, and horsemen dashing about in a dond of duat, 
flring their pistolB, their shots reaching the house in which we 
were. Gathering the few orderiies and derks that were about, 
I was preparing to get into a corn-crib at the back aide of 
the lot, wherein to defend onrsdves, when I saw Audenried 
coming back with tlio regiment, on a run, deploying forward as 
they came. Tliis regiment soon cleared the place and drove the 
rebel cavalry back toward the south, whence they had come. 

It transpired th.it the L'(»l«.nel of this 'nfantry regiment, whose 
name I do not recall, had teen bonie ufiiccrs of MePhcrsou'i 
staff (among them In<j)c i'tor-(Teneral Strong) coming up the road 
at a gallop, ruif^in<; a cloud of dust ; 8up})08iiig them to be the 
head of Mcl*her^j<)ii'8 coluiiui, and being anj[ious to get into 
camp before dark, he had called in his pickets and gtartod 
down the road, leaving me perfectly exposed. Some stiaggling 
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wagons, escorted by a New Jersey regiment, were passing at the 
time, and composed the rc^ir of llurlbut's train. The rebel cav- 
alry, seeing the road clear of troops, and these wagons passing, 
•truck them in flank, she t dowu the mules of three or four wag- 
ons, broke the column, and began a general skirmish. The 
escort defended their wagons as well as they could, and thus 
diverted their attention ; otherwise I would surely have been 
captured. In a short time the head of McPherson's column 
came up, wont into camp, and we spent the night in Decatur, 

The next day we pushed on, and on the 14th entered Me- 
ridian, the enemy retreating before us toward Doraopolis, Ala- 
bama. We at once set to work to destroy an arseial, immense 
atorehoufics, and the railroad in every direction. We staid in 
Meridian live days, expecting every hour to hear of General Sooy 
Smith, but could get no tidings of him whatever. A largo 
force of infantry was kept at work all the time in breaking up 
the Mobile & Ohio Railroad south and north ; also the Jack- 
son & Solma Kailroad, east and west. I was determined to 
damage these roads so that they could not be used again for 
hostile purposes during the rest of the war. I never had the 
remotest idea of going to Mobile, but had purposely given out 
that idea to the people of the country, so as to deceive the en- 
emy and to divert their attention. Many persons still insist that, 
because wo did not go to Mobile on this occasion, I had failed ; 
but in the following letter to General Banks, of January Slat, 
written from Vicksburg before starting for Meridian, it will be 
seen clearly that I indicated my intention to keep up the delusion 
of an attack on Mobile by laud, whereas I promised him to be 
back to Vicksburg by the Ist of March, bo as to cooperate witli 
him in hia contemplated attack on Shi-evcport : 

Ha&DQCAjmsa DBP^imajrr or thb Tkiyiwub, i 

VicuBCBO, Janvarf 81, 1864, ) 

Maj^r-Otn^al N. P. Banks, commanding Department of the Qu\f^ Nem 
OrUam. 

QrsioAL: I reoeived jesterdaj, at the haDda of Oaptain Donham, aide- 
d*-camp, jorxT letter of the 25th inst., and hasten to reply. Captain Dan- 
ham haa g«ne to the month of Whit« Biver, «n route for Little Rook, and 
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fh« otiMT offloara who aoflonpaiiied him have gone up to Oairo, ai I niidw* 
■tand, to ebarter twentj-five stoamboaU for the Red River trip. The 
Mississippi River, though low for the season, is free of ico and in goo<l boat- 
ing order; but I understand that Red River is still low. I hftd a man in 
from Alexandria yesterdaj, who reported the falls ur rapids at that place 
impaMttUft MT« hj the mudlett boats. Mj inland npadition ia BO«r moring, 
and I win be off fi»r Jaduon and Meridian tomorrow. The mij fear I 
have ia in the weather. AU (he other oombinfttions are good. I want to 
keep op the delusion of an attack on MoUle and the Alabama River, and 
therefore wuuld be obliged if joa would keep op an irritating fora^ng or 
other tizpedition in that direction. 

M7 orders from General Grant will not, as yet, justify me in embarking 
for Red River, though I am very anxious to move in that direotion. The 
moment I learned that 70Q were preparing for it, I aent ft oommimieation 
to Admiral Porter, and dispfttched toCkneral Grant at Ohattanooga, aaUng 
if he wanted mo and Steele to cooperate with joa againat Shrereport ; and 
I will have his answer in time, for you cannot do any thing till Red 
River has twelve feet of water on the riipids at Alexandria. That will be 
from March to Juno. I have livod on Hod Kiver, and know somewhat of 
the phases of that stream. The expeditiou on Shrevuport should be made 
rapidly, with aimnltaneoQa mortmenta from little Rook on Bhreveport, 
from Opelonaaa on Aleiandria, ftnd e eomUned foroe of gonboata and trana- 
pwts directly np Red River. Admiral Porter will be able to have a splendid 
fleet by March 1st. I think Steele could move with ten thousand infantry 
and five thousand cavalry. I could take about ton thousand, and yon could, 
I suppose, have tho samo. Ytmr raovomont from Opelousas, simultaneous 
with mine up the river, would compel Dick Taylor to leave Fort De Roasy 
(near Marksville), and the whole combined force could appear at Shreve- 
port ftbont ft day appointed beforehand. 

I doubt If the enemy wiD riak ft dege et Bhreveport, alihoagh I am in- 
fonncd they are fortifying the place, and placing many heavy gone in posi* 
tion. It would be better for us that they should stand there, as we might 
make largo and important captures. But I do not believe the enemy will 
fight a force of thirty thousand men, acting in concert with gunboats. 

I will be must happy to take part in the proposed expedition, and hope, 
befbre yon h«ve made your final dispositions, thet I wiU have the neeaasary 
permiaaioo. Half the Army of the Tenneasee is near the Tennessee RivoTi 
bejond Hontsville, Alabama, awaiting the completion of the railroad, and, 
by present orders, 1 will be compelled to hasten there to oommand it in 
person, unless meantimo Oencral Grant modifioa the plan. I have now in 
this department only tho force loft to hold the river and the posts, and I am 
seriously eniburrassed by the promises made the veteran volunteeri for far> 
IsQfh I think, by March 1st, I oan pat afloat Hot Shreviport tan thousand 
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men, proHded I saoooed In my present movement lli oleaning ont Um Btalt 
of Missiflsippif and in breaking Dp the railroads about Meridiaii. 
I am, with great reapeot, jour obedient berTant, 

W. T. SimiiAK, M<^^GmtMl t§mmmiiim$. 

The object of the Meridian expedition was to Btnke the 
rotds inland, bo to paralyze the rebel forces that we could take 
itmn the defense of the Miasisaippi Biver the equivalent of a 
ooipi of twenty thonnnd men, to be used in the next Georgia 
campaign ; and this was actually done. At the same time, I 
wanted to destroy General Foneet, who, with an irregolar force 
of cavalry, was constantly threatening Memphis and the river 
a-bove, as well as our roatee of supply in Middle Tennessee. In 
this we failed utterly, because General W. Sooy Smith did not 
fulfill his orders^ which were clear and specific, fA contained in 
my letter of instmetiocs to him of January 27th, at Memphis^ 
and my personal explanations to him at the same time. In- 
stead of starting a^ the date ordered, Febnuuy 1st, he did not 
leave Memphis till lihe llth, waiting for Waring's brigade that 
was ice-bound near Columbus, Kentucky ; and then, when he 
did start, he allowed General Forrest to head him off and to de- 
feat him with an inferior force, near West Point, below Ok^ 
loD% on the Mobile & Ohio Bailioad. 

We waited at Meridian till the 20th to hear from General 
Smith, bat hearing nothing whatever, and havmg utterly de* 
Btroyed the railroads in and around that junction, I ordered Gen- 
eral McPherson to move bade slowly toward Omton, With Win- 
dow's cavalry, and Hurlbut's infantry, I turned north to Marion, 
and thence to e place called Union," whence I dispatched the 
cavaliy farther north to Philadelphia and Louisville, to feel as 
it were for General Smith, and then turned all the infantry col- 
umns toward CSanton, Mississippi. On the 26th we all reached 
Canton, but we had not heanl a word of General Smith, nor 
was it until some time after (at Yicksburg) that I learned the 
whole truth of General Smith's movement and of his failure. 
Of oome I did not and ooold not approve of his conduct, and I 
know that he yet chafes under the censure. I had set so mudi 
•tore on his part of the project that I was disappointed, and sc 
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raported officially to General Grant General Smith never re- 
gained my confidence as a aoldier, though I still regard him ad 
a most accomplished gentleman and a Bkillful engineer. Since 
tlie cloBC of the war he has appealed to me to relieve him of tliat 
ceL3are, but I could not do it, l>ecau60 it would falsify history. 

Having assembled all my troops in and about Canton, on 
the 27th of February I left them under the command of the 
senior luiijor-general, Ilurlbut, with orders to remain till about 
the 3d of March, and then to come into Vicksburg leisurely ; 
and, escorted by Winslow's cavalry, I rode into Vicksburg on 
the last day of February. There I found letters from Gen- 
eral Grant, at Nashville, and General J>ank8, at Xew Orleiius, 
concerning his (General Banks's) projected moveuient up lied 
River. I was authorize<l by the former to contribute aid to 
General Banks for a limited time ; but General Grant insisted 
on my returning in person to my own command about Ilunts- 
ville, Alabama, aa soon as possible, to prepare for the spring 
campaign. 

About this time we were much embarrassed by a general 
order of the War Department, promising a thirty-days furlough 
to all soldiers who woidd "veteranize" — viz., reenlist for the 
rest of the war. This was a judicious and wise measure, bo- 
canse it doubtless secured the services of a very large portion of 
the men who had almost completed a three-years enlistment, 
and were therefore veteran soldiers in feeling and in habit. 
But to furlough bo many of our men at that instant of time 
was like disbanding an army in tlie very midst of battle. 

In order to come to a perfect understanding with General 
Banks, I took the steamer Diana and ran down to New Orleans 
to see him. Among the many letters which I found in Vicks- 
bnrg on my return from Meridian was one from Captain D. F. 
Bojd, of Louisiana, written from the jail in Xatcliez, telling 
me that he was a prisoner of war in our hands ; had been cap- 
tnred in Louisiana by some of our scouts ; and he bespoke my 
friendly asMBtance. Boyd was Professor of Ancient Language! 
ftt the Louisiana Seminary of Learning during my adininistra- 
tion in 1S59~*60 ; wu an aooompUahod acholar, of modenta 
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news in politics, but, being a Virginian, wag drawn, like all 
othen of his kind, into the vortex of the rebellion by the 
events of 1861, which broke up colleges and eyery thing at the 
South. Natchez, at this tune, was in my command, and was 
held by a strong division, commanded by Brigadier-General J. 
W. Davidson. In the Diana we stopped at Nattln /, and I 
made a hasty inspection of the place. I sent for Boyd, wlio was 
in good health, but quite dirty, and beigged mc to take him out 
of pnaon, and to effect his exchange. I receipted for him ; took 
him along with me to New Orleans ; offered him money, which 
he dedined ; allowed him to go free in the (uty ; and obtained 
General Banks a promise to effect his oxchangOi which 
was afterward done. Boyd is now my legitimate successor in 
J/Ofliffi»^r!<^, viz., President of the Louisiana University, which is 
the present title of what had been the Seminary of Learning. 
After the war was over, Boyd went back to Alexandria, reor» 
ganized the old institution, which I visited in 1866 ; but the 
building was burnt down by an accident or by an incendiary 
aboat 1868, and the institution was then removed to Baton 
Kouge, where it now is^ under its new title of the Universi^ 
of liOuiBiana. 

We reached New Orleans on the 2d of March. I found 
General Banks, with his wife and daughter, living in a good 
honse^ and he explained to me fully the position and strength of 
his troops, and his plans of action for the approaching campaign. 
I dined with him, and, rough as I was— just out of the woods 
— attended, that night, a very pleasant party at the house of a 
lady, whose name I cannot reoill, but who is now the wife of 
Oaptain Arnold, Fifth United States Artillery. At this party 
were also Mr. and Mrs. Fhmk Howe. I found New Orleani 
much changed since I had been familiar wijh it in 1853 and in 
1860-'61. It was fall of officers and soldiers. Among the 
former were General T. W. Sherman, who had lost a leg at 
Port Hudson, and General Charles P. Stone, whom I knew so 
well in California, and who is now in the Egyptian service as 
diief of staff. The bulk of (General Banks*s army was about 
Opdonsas^ under oonmiand of General Franklin, ready to move 
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on Alexaodria. Genenl Banlcs seemed to be all ready, but In- 
tended to delay iiis departure a few daya to aasist in the inan- 
piration of a dvfl goTemment for LouiBiana, under GoYemor 
Hahn. In Lafayette Square I saw the arrangements of scaf* 
folding for the fireworks and baushes for the audience. Genersl 
Banks urged me to remain over the 4th of March, to participate 
in the ceremonies, which he explained would include the per- 
formance of the Anvil Chorus" by all the bands of his army, 
and during the performance the chureh-bells were to be rung, 
and cannons were to be fired by electricity. I regarded all such 
ceremonies as out of place at a time when it seemed to inc every 
hour and every minute were due to the war. General Banks's 
movement, however, coDtem})lated my sending a force of ten 
thousand men in boats up Red River from Vieksburg, and that 
a junction should occur at Alexandiia by March ITth. I there- 
fore had no time to wait for the grand pageant of the Ith of 
March, but took my departure from I^ew Orleans in the Diana 
the evening of March 3d. 

On the next day, March 4th, I wrote to General Banks a 
letter, which was extremely minute in conveying to him how 
far I felt authoiized to go under my orders from General Grant. 
At that time Gent ral (irant commanded the Military Division 
of the Mississippi, emi)racing my own Department of the Ten- 
nessee and that of General Steele in Arkansas, but not that of 
General lianks in Louisiana. General Banks was acting on his 
own powers, or under the instructions of General Halleck in 
"Washington, and onr assistance to him was designed as a loan of 
ten thousand men for a period of thirty dayB. Tli** instructions of 
March Gtli to General A. J. Smith, who commanded this detach- 
ment, were full and explicit on this point. The Diana readied 
Vicksburg on the Gth, where I found that the expeditionary 
anny had come in from Canton. One division of live thousand 
men was made u\> out of Ilurlbut's command, and placed undei 
Brigadier-General T. Kilby Smith ; and a similar division was 
made out of McPherson's and Ilurlhut's troops, and placed under 
Brigadicr-G«neral Joseph A. Mower; the whole commanded by 
Brig^Miier>Geneial A. J. Smith. Gouoral Hurlbut, with the rest 
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of his command, returned to Memphis, and General McPherson 
remained at Vicksburg. General A. J. Smith's command wai 
in due season embarked, and proceeded to lied River, which 
it ascended, convoyed by Admiral Porter's fleet. General 
Mower's division was landed near the outlet of the Atchafalaja, 
marched up by land and captured the fort below Alexandria 
known as Fort De Kugsy, and the whole fleet then proceeded 
ap to Alexandria, reaching it on the day appointed, viz., March 
17th, where it waited for the arrival of General Banks, who, 
however, did not come till some days after. These two divi- 
eions participated in the whole of General Banks's unfortunate 
'Red INver e\j>edition, and were delayed so long up Red River, 
and subsei^ucntly on the Mississippi, that they did not share 
with their comrades the successes and glories of the Atlanta 
campaign, tor which I had designed them ; and, indeed, they 
did not join our anny till just in time to assist General George 
H. Thomas to defeat General Hood before Nashville, on the 
15th and 10th of December, 1864. 

General Grant's letter of instructions, which was brought me 
by General Buttertield, who had followed me to New Orleans, 
enjoined on mc, after concluding with General Banks the do- 
tails for his Red River expedition, to make all necessary arrange- 
mentfl for furloughing the men entitled to that privilege, and to 
huiTy back to the army at Iluntsville, Alabama. I accordingly 
gave the necessary orders to General McPherson, at Vicksburg, 
and continued up the river toward Memphis. On our way we 
met Captain Badcau, of General Grant's staff, bearing the fol- 
lowing letter, of March 4th, which I answered on the 10th, and 
Bent the answer by General Buttorfield, who had accompanied 
me up from New Orleans. Copies of both were also sent to 
General McPherson, at Vicksburg. 

[Pbitatb.] 

Naiuvillb, Txiorum, MareX 4, 

Dbab SniRMiir : The bill reviving the grade of lieutenant-general in the 
armj has become a law, and mj name has boon sent to tlie Senate for tha 
place. 

I now receive orderf to report at Washington immediatelj, in p4r$0i^ 
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wVUh Indioatet dthar » oonfliufttioD or * UktObood of oonflnnilkm. 1 

tUrt is tho iBorniiij? to eomply with the order, bot I flball tay very dU- 
tinotly on my arrival there that I shall accept no appointment which will 
require me to make that cit j mjr headqnertere. Tlu% howeveri ia not wJbet 
I aterted out to writo about. 

While I have heun emiuoutlj succobsful in thin war, iu at least gaining 
tho oonfldenoe of the public, no one feele more than I how mnoh of thii 
neooaa ia doe to the eoeiigy, akUl, and the harmoniooa patting forth of that 
energy and skill, of thoee whom it haa been good fwtone to have oeca- 
pjing subordinate positiona under me. 

There are many otl^Qcrs to whom those remarka are applicable to a 
greater or less Uogroe, pruportiouuto to their ability as soldiers ; but what I 
want ia to expre^ mj thanks to you and Mcl'herson, as the mtn to whom, 
abort all othera, I feel indebted for whatever I have had of anooeaa. How 
br your adfioa and auggestioBa have been of aadatanoe, yon know. How 
Ihr yoor eieoQtion of whatovtr.haa Imob ^tob jon to do ontitlea yoa to tiio 
toward I am reoeiving, yon eannot luiow as well as I do. I feel all the 
gratitoda thia letter would espreaa^ giving it the moat flattering eonatroo» 
tion. 

The word you I use iu the plural, intending it for McPherson also. I 
ahonld write to him, and will some day, but, atarting in the morning, I do 
Ml know that I win And timo jnal now. Tonr friend, 

U. a Giaar, M^^ffmunL 

Kaaa MBMma, JHM 10, liM. 

Gmt r a l Gnam 

Drab Octkbal : I have yonr more than kind and characteristic letter of 
the 4th, and will send a copy of it to Gonoral McPhersuo at once. 

Tou do yourself injustice and us too much honor in assigning to us so 
large a share of the merita whieh have led to your high advancement. I 
know yoa approve the friendahip I hnvo OTor profeeaed to yoo, and wQS 
ftanit mo to ooDtinno aa boreloforo to manifeet it on all proper oooadona. 

Tou are now Waahington^a legitimate anooeaaor, and occupy a position 
of almost dangerous elevation; but if you can continue us horetofore to be 
yourself, 8iinp]<% honest, and unpretending, yuu will enjoy through lite the 
respect and lovo of friends, and the homage of ruillions of human beings 
who will award to you a large share for securing to thorn and their de- 
•otodaata a goverainaBt of law and atability. 

I r^eot, yoo do General MoPheraon and myaelf too mnoh honor. At 
Belmont yoa manifested your traits, neither of ua being near ; at Donelson 
also yoa illnatrated yonr whole character. I was not near, and Qeneral 
MoPheraon in too aabordinate a oapadtj to influence job. 
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UniO 70V had won Dooelioii, I «mf«M I wtm almoft oowed hj thi 
ItrribI* amj of tntrcMeal alemcnli that pr68eat«d theniMlTM at wwj 
point; Inii tiiat riotocy admittad ihtnj ot light whioh I hava foUowad 
aT«r linoe. 

I believe you are as bravo, patriotic, and juBt^ as the great prototjpt 
Washington; as unflolfish, kind-hearted, am! honust, as a inun should be, 
but the chief cbaracteriatio in ^our uuiurc is iho biiu^tk- t'a.ith in success jou 
haYa alwajB maaifaatad, whioh I oan Ulcan to nothing elsa than the faith a 
Ohriatian haa in hb Saviour. 

Thia fidth gava yon viotoiy at Shiloh and Yiekaburg. A]ao» whan joo 
liavo aompleted yoor best preparations, yon go into battle without heait^ 
tion, as at Chattanooga — no doubts, no reserve; and 1 tell you tlmt it was 
tliifl that made uu act with contidoiico. I knew wherevor I was that 
70U thought of me, and if I got in a tight place you would come — if alive. 

Mj only points of donht wvn aa to your knowledge of grand strategy, 
and of bookacf adenoa and hiatory; bnt I oonHMa your oommon-aanaaaaania 
to hara anppliad all thia. 

Now as to tha Ibtore. Do not stay in Waahington. Halleck is better 
qnalified than yoa are to stand the buS'cts of intrigue and policy. Come 
ont West ; take to yourself the whole Mississipi»i Valley ; let us make it 
dead-sure, and I tell you the Atlantic slope and Pacific sliorea will follow 
its destiny as sure as the limbs of a tree live or die with tlie main trunk I 
Wo hava d<ma mnoh ; atiU mnoh ramaina to ba dona. Tfma and tima^a 
fnHnaooaa aro all with na; wa ooold almoat aflbrd to ait atiU and lot thaaa 
inflnaaoaa w<Nrk. Even in the seceded Stataa your word now would go ftir- 
thar than a President's proclamation, or an act of Congress. 

For God's sake and for your country's sake, come out of Washington! I 
foretold to General Ilulleek, hi f ire lie left Corinth, the inevitable result to 
him, and I now exhort yon to come out West. Ilere lies the seat of the 
aouing empire ; and from tha Wast, when our taalc to done, wa will miko 
abort work <rf Oharieaton and Richnumd, and tha imporariahad aoaat of 
tlia Atlantio. Tonr dnoara friand, 

W. T. fiBBDUS. 

"We readied Memphia on the 13th, where I remained some 
day8, but on the 14th of March received from General Grant 
a dispatch to hurry to Nashville in person by the 17th, if pos* 
Bible. Disposing of all matters then pending, I took a steam- 
boat to Cairo, the earn thence to l-.oui8ville and Naahvilie, reach- 
ing that place on the 17th of Marcli, 1864. 

I found General Grant there, lie Iiad been to Washington 
and b«ckt and waa orderod to return £aat to command all tbo 
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armies of the United States, and personally tlio Annj of the 
Potomac. T was to succeed liiiu in command of the Military 
Division of the ^[i>sissippi, embracing the Departments of the 
Ohio, Cumberland, Tcimcesee, and Arkansas. General Grant 
was of course very busy in winding np all matters of business, 
In transferring his command to me, and in preparing for what 
was manifest would be the great and closing campaign of our 
civil war. Mrs. Grant and some of tlieir children were with 
him, and occupied a large house in Naahvillc, which was used 
as an office, dwelling, and every thing combined. 

On the 18th of March I had issued orders assuming com- 
mand of the Military Division of the Mississippi, and was 
seated in the office^ when the general came in and said thoy 
were about to present him a sword, inviting me to come and 
see the ceremony. I went back into what was the dining-reom 
of the house ; on the table lay a rose-wood box, containing a 
•word, sash, spurs, etc, and round about the table were grouped 
Grant, Nelly, and one or two of the boys. I was intro- 
duced to a Isige, corpulent gentleman, as the mayor, and an- 
other citizen, who had come down from Galena to make this 
presentation of a sword to their fellow-townsman. I think that 
Bawlins, Bowers, Badeau, and one or more of General Grant's 
personal staff, were present The mayor rose and in the most 
dignified way read a finished speech to General Gbant, *who 
stood, as usual, veiy awkwardly; and the mayor closed his 
speech by handing him the resolutions of the City Ooonefl 
engrossed on parchment, with a broad ribbon and laige seal 
attadied. After the mayor had fulfilled his office so well, Gen- 
eral Grant said: ''Mr. Mayor, as I knew that this ceremony 
was to occur, and as I am not used to speaking, I have written 
sometlung in reply.'' He then began to fumble In his pockets, 
first his breastHSoat pocket, then his pante, vest, etc., and after 
considerable delay he pulled out a crumpled piece of oonmion 
yellow cartridge-paper, which he handed to the mayor. His 
whole manner was awkward in the extreme, yet perfectly ebar> 
aeteristic, and in strong contrast with the elegant parchment and 
sp ee di of the mayor. When read, however, the substaaoe of his 
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inswer wu moet exoeUent, short, oondfle, and, if it had been 
dadvored bj word of month, would have beea all that th<i 
oocaaion required. 

I oould not help lauding at a scene so diaracteristic of the 
man who then stood prominent before the oountiy, and to 
whom all had turned as the only one qualified to guide the n** 
tion in a war that had become painfullj critical. With copies 
of the few letters referred to, and whidi seem ncceisaiy to il- 
lustrate the sutject-matter, I close this chapter. 

BjuiHwutntm DmrAMnatn or nn TsmiBMn, I 
SfBAMn OuvA (mm» wnM)^ JIM i» 10I4 f 

Mtifm^Omttnl N. P. Bum, tmmamdktg IkpartmtiU ^ tk^ 

OnroAL: I had the honor to reoeire yonr letter of the Sd Instant 
f eiterday at Now Orleans, but WM unable to anewer, ezoept Terbellj, and 

I novr reduce it to writing. 

I will arrive at Vickiburg the 6th instant, and I expect to meet there 
017 comuoiiU from Oautuu, oat of which I will select two divisions of about 
ten thooeand men, embaric them mder a good oommander, and order him : 

let. To rmdeirooa at the month of Red RiTor, and, in oonoert with 
Admiral Porter (If he agree), to strike Harrisonburg a hard blow. 

2d. To return to Red Kiver and ascend it, aiming to reaeh Alezandria 
on the 17th of Mnrch, to report to you. 

8d. That, aa this coiniiian<l is dcBi^'ned to operate hj wnter, it will not 
be encumbered with much laud transportation, saj two wagons to a regi> 
ment, but irtth an ample suppl/ of ttoree, IiMlnding mortan and hearj 
rifled goaa, to be need against fortified i^cee. 

4th. That I have ealcnlated, and ao reported to Oeneral Grant, that tfaii 
detachment of his forces fai no event is to go beyond Sbreveport, and that 
70a will spare them the mcMnent you can, trying to got them back to the 
Mississippi Riv» r in thirty diiye from the time they actually enter Red Ri?er. 

The year is wearing away fast, and I would like to carry to General 
Orant at nnntsville, Alabama, everj man of bit nuUtsry division, as earlj 
in April as possible, for I am snre we oa^t to move from the base of the 
Tennessse River to the sonth before the season is too far advaneed, say as 
early as April 15th next. 

I feel certain of your complete success, provided you make the concen- 
tration in time, to a«8urt' whicii I will see in person to the embarkation 
and dispatch of rny quot;i, and I will write to General Steele, conveying to 
him mj personai und professional opinion that the prtMent opportunity is 
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th« mo«t p<>rfect one tlitt irfll ever offer itaelf to him to el«i& onl hli «bo- 
■Hies in Arkansai. 

WishiDg jon all honor and aaccesa, I am, witli respect, yoar friend and 
Mnranti W. T. Sukbman, Major- OentraL 

HXAI>aCABTftB« I>KrABT)tKNT Of THE TmmMli I 

VraiiBiiM, Mank 1, 18M. | 

Gbhbbal: Bj tn ordor this day iatoed, 70a are to eommand a atrong^ 
WflU-^tpoiiitod detachment' of the Armjof the Tennesaee, tent to reinforce 
a inoveTncnt np Red Birer, bat more eapeciallj againat the fortified poll- 
tion at Shrrv<*j)ort. 

You will embark your comraand an soon as possible, little encnm- 
bered with waguua or wheeled vebiclea, but well supjilied with fuel, prori* 
rfoo% and ammunition. Take with 70a the twelve mortare, with their 
aBunindtion, and all the thirty-poond Parrotts the ordnanee^eer will 
•IIPPI7. Proceed to the moutli of Hod River and conf. r with Admiral PoT 
ter. Consult with him, and in nil the expedition rely on him imidicitly, ai 
he ia the approved fri'-nd of the Army of tlie Tonnewe, and hn« been asio- 
oiated with us from the bej^inning. I have uii<lertakcn with (ieneral Hanki 
that jou will be at Alexandria, Louisiana, on or before the 17th day of 
llareh ; and 7011 will. If time allowa, cooperate with the nav7 In deetrojing 
HarrlMmbnig, ap Black River ; bnt as I paaecd Red River 7eeterda7 I aaw 
Admiral Porter, and he told me he had already sent nn expedition to 
Harriaonbnrg, so that I suppose thnt pnrt of the plnn will be accomplished 
before you reHch Med iiiver; but, in any event, be oarefol to reach Alex- 
andha about the 17t!i of March. 

General Banks will start by land from Franklin, in the T^che countrj, 
either the 6th or 7th, and will march via Opelonsae to Alexandria. Ton 
wlU meet him there, report to blm, and act nnder hia orders. M7 nnder- 
etanding with him is that hit forcea will move b7 land, via Natchitochea, 
to Shrevcport, while the f?unboat-fleet is to ascend the river with yoar 
transports in company. Red River is very low for the season, and I 
doubt if inv of the boats eaTi puPs the fulls or rapids ut Alexandria. What 
Gt'ocral Banks prop<>s«;a to do in that event i do not know ; but my own 
judgment ia that Shreveport ought not to be attacked until the gnnbonta 
oan reach it. Not that a force marching by land cannot do it alone^ bnt it 
would bo bad eoonom7 in war to invest the place with an army so far from 
boaV7gQn8, mortara, ammunition, and prorimons, which can aU>ne reach 
Bhreveport by water. Still, I do not know about General Banks's plans 
in that event; and whatever thej maj be, joiur dut/ will be to conform. 
In ths most hearty mannsr. 
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Hj anderstunding with General Banks is that be will not need the oo> 
operation of joor foroe beyond thirty dajs from lilw date yon rttbh Bed 
Blvtr. At aoon aa he has taken Shreveport, or aa aoon aa be eaii ipan 
yon, retam to Yiokabnig with all dbpatoli, gather np yoor detwrhmenta, 
wagonBi tents, tranq>ortation, and all property pertaining to so much ci 
the oomniand ns bol')n:r9 to the Sixteenth Army Corps, and conduct it to 
Memphis, where orders will await you. My present belief is your ilivi- 
sion^ entire, will be needed with the Army of the Tennessee, about llunta- 
▼ille or Bridgeport Stillf I will leave ordera with General Hurlbuti at 
Ifemphia, for yon on yoor letnm. 

I beliere if water wiU enaUe the gonboaiti to enai the tapida at Alez- 
mdria, yon will be aUe to make a qniok, strong, and effective blow at our 
enemy in the Weat, thoa widening the belt of our territory, and making 
the breach between the Oonfederate Qovemment and ita onUyiog trana- 
Mississippi Department more perfect. 

It is understood that General Steele makes a simoltaneous move &om 
little Book, on ShroTeport or Katdhitoehei^ with a fbroe of abost tea thoo- 
aand men. Banka will h«fo aoTenteen thonaand, and yon ten thooeand. 
If these can aot conoentrioally and simoltaneonalyi you will make short 
work of it, and then General Banks will have enough force to hold as 
ranch of the Red River country as he deems wise, leaving yoo to bring to 
General Grjint's main anny the seven thousand five hnndred men of the 
Sixteenth Corps now with you. Having faith in your sound judgment and 
eKperienee^ I eooilde thia in^KMiant and deUeate eommand to yon, with 
oertainty tiial yon will hannonice perfeotly with Admiral Porter and Qen- 
tral Banks, wiUi whom yon are to aot, and thereby inaore snooesa. 

I am, with reqpeet, your obedient servant, 

HiasenAanaM DarABmsnT ov tbb T assaMaa , I 
IIiiinDS,Jr«r«A14kUM. f 

lfi|ffP-<9fiMr»l MoPinnoir, eowmmndinff, «<o., VtMrny^ MMm^pL 

J>MAM Omnma^: I wrote yon at length on the 11th, by a special bearer 
of dispatobee, and now make apeolal ordera to oover the movements dierein 
indica t ed. It waa my pnrpoee to await yoor anawer, bnt I am aommoned 

by General Grant to be in Nashville on the 17th, and it will keepmemoTing 
night and day to get there by that date. T must rely on yon, ibr yon on* 
derstand that we mtiat ret^nforco the groat army at the centre (Chattanooga) 
as rrinch as possible, at the same time not risking the safety of any point on 
the Muisiasippi which is fortified and armed with heavy guns. I want you 
to pnsh matters as rapidly as possible, and to do all yon can to pot two 
bandeome diriiiona of yoor own oorpa at Cairo, ready to embark np the 
TeBneaieeBlmbytheSOthoraothof Aprilattheeiry/waeNL Iwiih 
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it ooald b« done qaicker ; bat the promise of these thlrtj-dajs farloogha 
in the States of enlistment, though politic, is Terj unmilitarj. It deprives 
OS of oar abilitj to calculate as to time ; but do the best jou can. Hurl- 
bnt can do nothing till A. J. Smith returns from Red Kiver. I will then or- 
4tr him to oooopj GrtnadA ttmporarilj, aad to ttj and g«l Hum looomo- 
4iT«f thai w BMd hcra. I maj alao order hfan with oaTaliy and iubataj 
to maroh toward Tosoalooaai at tha aama ttnia that wa mora from tha 
Tennessee River about Ghattanooga. 

I dun't know as jet the grand strategy of the next campaign, but on ar* 
rival at Nashville I will toon oatoh tho main pointSi and will advise jou of 
them. 

Staal a foiloq^ and ran to Baltimora incog. ; bat get baok in tfaaa to 
taka part to tha oaxt grand mova. 

Wftta ma faSij and firaqoMitlj of your progroaa. I hm ordarad tha 
^oartannaster to send down as manj boata aa ha can get, to facilitate your 
tnovements. Mules, wRgons, eto^ oaa ooma up aftarward bj traosiaiit 
hottM, I am tmlj joor friend, 

W. T. Shkbmas, M<^or-Q0Mr<U 9<»nmanding, 



HaasavaatsM "Dmaeaain ow turn TMnrasssi. I 
MsKms^ Tamr., JMM 14| UM. f 

L Mi||or-G«n«ral MoPbaraon will orgaaba two good diviiioBa of hia 
«orps (Seventeenth) of aboat ftfa thousand men, each embracing in part tha 
reSnlisted veterans of his corps whose furloughs will expire in April, which 
be will command in person, and will rendezvous at Cairo, Illinois, and re- 
port by telegraph and letter to the general commanding at department 
headquarters, wherever thej maj be. These divisions will be provided with 
flaw arma and aooontrtmantai and land tranaportathm (wagona and mnles) 
•oBt of tha aiqipUaa now at Vlakabinfi whkh will ba oonv^ad to Oairo by 
^ bafora ApiU Ifith. 

4. During the absence of General McPherson from the district of 
Vicksborg, Miyor-General Hnrlbut will exercise command over all tha 
troopa hi tha Dapartmant «f tha Tannmaaa from Oairo to Natahai^ IndfaK 
alva^ and win raoelTa apaolal faiatniatioika from dapartmant haadqvartara. 
ardar of imar^iiBaral W. T. fihacman : 
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OHIOKASAW BAYOU. 

Report of Brigadier- Oeneral O. W. Morgan, 

HiAD^OABma Thibd DiyuiON, Bianr WtKo, Tiiirtbentii Army Corps, ) 

Stsamzb EMPBKaa, January 8, 1863. ) 

Jftyor J. n. Hahmoitd, Chi^ qf SUiff, 

&b: Oa the 1st instant, while pressed by many ardnens duties, I was 
rsqneated to report to the eowmianding genetal the operations of my division 
daring the sfltir of the 97th, the aotlon of the S8th, and the hattle of the 
S9th nit. 

I had not received the report of subordinate commanders, nor had I time 
to review tlie report I have the honor to Bubmit. 

Herewith I have the honor to forward these reports^ oonnected with 
which I will snbmit a few remarlEs. 

Brigadier-G«ieral Blair apeaks of having discovered, while <m his retreat 
from tike enemy^s works, a bro.ul an 1 easy road mnning fr<nn the left of my 
position to the enemy's lines. Tlie road is neither broad nor easy, and waa 
advanced over by De Conrcey when leading liis brigade to the char'.'e. The 
road General Blair speaks of is the one ninnint: from Lake's Landing and 
intersecting with the Vicksburg road on the Chickasaw iiluffs. Its exist- 
ence was known to me on the SSlii nit., hnt it was left open intentionally 
by the enemy, and waa commanded by a direct and cross Are from batteries 
and rifle-pits. The withdrawal of his brigade from the assanlt by Colonel 
De Oonrosy was jnstified by the faihire of the corps of A. J. Smith, and 
the command of Colonel Lindsey, t^) advance simultaneously to the assault. 
Both had the same difficulties to enconnter — impassable bayous. The ene- 
my's lino of battle was concave, and Do Courcey advanced against his cen- 
tre — hence he sustained a concentric fire, and the withdrawal of Steele from 
the front of the enemy's right on the 88th nit. enabled the enemy on the 
following dsy to concentrate his right npon his centre. 

I regret to find, from the report of Brigadier-Oeneral Thayer, some one 
regtment skulked ; this I did not observe, nor is it mentioned by General 
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Blair, though his were the troops which occupied that portion of .the field. 
As far as my obvervatioQ extended, the troopa bore tlieiiiselvM nohl y ; but 
the Sixteenth Ohio Infantry was peerleea on the field, as it had erer been in 
Damp or on the march. LieiitenaDt-CoIonol Kershner, conunandlng, was 
wonnded and tiiken prigotier. lie is an officer of rare merit, and deserves 
to rorniniind a brigade. Lieutenjint-t'ulnnel Di^^ter, commanding the Fifty- 
ei^rhth '>!iio, was killed within the cneiiiv's works; and LicutonMiit-Colonel 
Monr«>e, Twenty-second Kentucky, was struck down at the head of his 
regiment. 

I again express my profound acknowledgments to Brigadler^Generals 
Blair and Thayer, and Ooltmels De Ooorcey, Lindsey, and Shddon, brigade 

commanders. Also to Miyor M. C. Garber, assistant quarterIna^ter ; Cap- 
tain S. S. Lyon. a<'tin_' topograpliii al engineer; Lieutenant lUirdick, »K'ting 
ordnance otlicer ; Lii-iitenant Ilutcliins, actintr chief of stafl'; Lieutenants 
H. (i. Fisher and Sinith, (»f Sitrnal Corps; Lieutenant E. D. Saunders, mj 
acting a'^sistuut adjutant-general ; and Lieutenants English and Mout« 
gomery, acting aides-de-camp, for the efficient serrioes rendered me. 

Kw oan I dose this report without speaking in terms of high praise of 
llie meritorious and gallant services of Captains Foster and Lamphier. 
Their batteries silenced several of the enemy's works, and thronghoot the 
opcrati<inH rendered {rood service. My sincere acknowledcrments arc also 
due to ('a;)taiii (irithtii. i-ominaiidiiifr First lowa Battery, and Captain Hoff- 
man, coiuuiauding i'ourtli Ohio liattery. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, yoar obedient semnt, 

CoraonrAfi, Fimmy 8, 18TC 

My dear Gkxeral: Refrarding the attack at Chickasaw Bayou, my 
record shows the i»osition of Steel. • on flic Ivft ; Morgan to liis ri^'ht : Mor- 
gan L. Smith to his right, and A. .1. Smitli on the extreme right; the latter 
not expected to accomplish much more than a diversion, the result to 
come from the three other divisions, Morgan having the best opportunity. 
Saturday night they were in portion ; yon were at Lakers plantation, right 
and rear of Morgan. 

The attack for lodgment on the hills was ordered for Sunday morning, 
December 28t!i. T wan sent to A. J. Smith before daylight, and returned 
to you soon after. Yon were with Morgan. You had fully explained to 
him the iiiii)ort;iiice of hU puccohs. and that he should be }tr<x(nt with tho 
attacking column, which wa.s to hu a part of his division, supported by the 
reouinder, and by Blair^s brigade of Steele*s divhrion cooperating. The 
attack was to be dmultaneous, by the four divisions, on a signal 

Morgan's answer to yon was that, when the signal was given, he would 
Uad his attack, and with his life he would be on the bluffs in fifteen min* 
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utes. He fteemed of positive knowkdcro, and as saro of snccess. Youthen 
retired to a central point, to be in easy communication with Steele and 
Morgan L. Smith. The attack was made, and developed, in the case of 
Steele, M. L. Smith, and A. J. Smith, that to cross the bayou was impossi- 
ble, if opposed by any force, and in each they were bj a strong one. Kor^ 
gaa*8 attaoking force succeeded in getting aorow the oaosewaj and manh, 
Imthe did not go with it, nor sup/x'i f it with more men, and a large num- 
ber were captured from Blair's bri^Milo ({f^rr jrainin^r the enemy's last line 
of works coverinfj the. bayou. At the time everybody blamed and criticise*! 
Morgan with the tuilure. You felt from the advance of his attack it must 
be successful, uud, as it pushed forward, you aeut me to urge ou M. L. 
Smith, as Morgan was orer, and be, Smith, must aid bj persistent attack, 
and give Morgan as good a chance as could be to make bis lodgment . . • 

I am, etc., L. M. Dattok, 

LaU Cohntl of the Staffs now ^ CwitMMaM^ OM»% 
General W. T. SnaBMAH, St, Louie, Mieeowri, 

[Copt.] 

Tito expedition was wonderfully well provided with provision;', 
transportation, and munitions, and even axes, picks, and shovels, so much 
in use later in the war, evidoiced the forethought that governed this forces 
The boats, from tiieir open lower deck constmction, proved admirable for 
transports, but their tinder-box constmction made fire-traps of them, requir- 
ing unremitting viplance. These points were well understood, and the 
readiness with which the troops adapted themselves tO drcumstances was a 
constant source of wonder and congratulations. 

The fleet collected at I: riur's Point for final orders, and there the order 
of sailing was laid down with great mhmteness, and private instniotSons 
iaaned to commanders of divisions, sll of whom had persmial interWewa 
with the commanding general, and received personal explanations on pret^ 
much every point involved. Our headquarters boat, the Forest Qneen, was 
not very comfortable, nor well provided. )n\t General Sherman submitte<l 
cheerfully, on the grounds of duty, and tbou^rbt Conway a fine fellow. 1 
was only able to concede that ho was a good steamboat captain. . . . 

'*Onr camp appointments were Spartan in the extreme, and in their sim- 
plicity would have met the demands of any demagogue in the land. The 
nights were oold and damp, and Oenerd Sherman uneomfortably actiTO in 
his preparations, so that the assistant adjutant-general had noTSfyhixn- 
riotis post just then. Wo were snrronnded with sloughs. The ground was 
wet. and the water, although in winter, was very unwholesome. Many of 
our men, to this day, have reminders of the Yazoo in ague, fevers, and dis- 
eases of the bowels. Cavalry was useless. One bjlttulion of Illinois cavalry 
was strongly suspected of camping in the timber, nntO time passed enongh 
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to jastify the saspicioD of having been somewhere, lieallj the streogth of 
y icksburg wta in being out of roach of attack. . . . 

**M7 Ofden were to learn and report what waa going <» on the right, 
partioolarlj to try and fmm an idea <rf the enemy'a force in front of M. L. 

Smith's division, and at the sand-bar. Leaving my horae close in the rear 
of the Sixth Mis>oiiri, when the fire became too heavy for riding, I buc- 
fooded, by taking i'requent cover, in roaohintr unliurt the verge of the bayou 
among the drift-log-^. Tfiere, l»y concert ot' action with Lieutouant-Coloncl 
Blood, of the Sixth Mti»uuri, his regiment, and the Thirteenth Kegulur In- 
fantry, kept up a heavy fire on everything that showed along the levee and 
earthworiu in front The enemy were bdiind the emhankment^ not over 
one litindrcd and fifty yardn across the bayon. Several officers, indnding 
Colonel Blood, Colonel Kilby Smith, and myself, managed, by getting on 
the piles of drift, to see over the levee through the cleared fields beyond, 
even to the foot of the l)luff. The chips and twigs flew around lively 
enough, but we staid up long enough to make sure that the enemy had as 
many men 4)ehind the levee as ooold get oovw. We saw, also, a Hne of 
rifle-pits in the rear, commanding the rear of the levee, and still hey<nd, 
winding along the foot of the blufE, a road worn by long use deep into tiie 
side-hill, and with the aide next ns strengtlii'ned with a good eartiiwork, 
affording a covered line of communication in the rear. The fire of our men 
was so well maintained that wo were able to see all these things, f^ay a 
minute or more. Some of those who ventured were wounded, but those 
tnentioDed and myself escaped nnhart. I advised that men enough to hold 
the podtion, onoe across— saj three hnndredpHdioald make a msh ^n>> 
iected as our lookout had been by a heavy fire) across the sand-bar, and 
get a footing under the other bank of the bayon, as the nucleus of an aU 
tacking force, if General Sherman decided to attack there, or to make a 
strong diversion if the attack wiis made ut the head of Chickasaw Bayou, 
in front of Morgan. General A. J. Smith, commanding First and Second 
Divisions, approved of this. While returning to General Sherman, I passed 
along the Second and part of the Third IMvision. On the left of the See- 
ond I found a new Illinois regiment, high np in nvmbers, working its way 
into position. The colonel, a brave bnt inexperienced oflicer, was trying to 
lead his men according to the popular pictorial idea, viz., riding in advance 
waving his sword. 1 was leading my horse, and taking advantage of such 
cover as I could find on inv course, but this man acted so bravely that I 
tried to save him. He did not accept my expostulations with very good 
grace, bnt was not rough shoot it While I was bogging him to dismoont^ 
he waved his sword and advanced. In a second he waa shot through the 
chest, and dropped from his horse, plucky to the last. He died, I waa 
told, witliin the hour,* Many of the regiments were new and inexperienced^ 

* Oohnel Wyman, Thirleenth UhioiB lof sntiy. 
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hnt as a rule behaved well. The fire along the hayou was severe, but not 
very fatal, on account of the cover. I was constantly a^ked what news 
from Orant, for from ftlie moment of oar animal in the Yaioo we were in 
'expectation of either hearing his gona in the rear, or <rf having oommuni* 
•oatioo with him. This eocoDraged the men greatly, but the long waiting 
was disappointing, as the enemy was evidently in large force in the plenty 
of works, and a very strong position, direful estimates and available in- 
formation placed thuir force at fifteen to twenty thousand men. I returned 
to headi^uarters about the middle of the afternoon, and made my report to 
the generaL We were hruj till after midnight, and again early in the morn- 
ing of the 99th, in preparing ordera for the attaolL Tlieee were nnasoallj 
minate in detail. It aeemed as thoo^^ no contingen<qr was left nnprovided 
for. Urgent orders and cautions as to rations and ammunition were given. 
Drawings of tlie line of attack, orders for supports, all and everything was 
foreseen ami given in writing, with personal explanations to commanders 
of divisions, brigades, and even commanders of regiments. Indeed, the com- 
manding general, alwaya oarefol aa to detail, left nothing to chance, and wiUi 
«zpefienoed and ordhute offienrs we wodd have awsoeeded, tw the troqta 
were good, "nie gNieral plan involved a feint on oar left toward Hainea*a 
Blofl^ by the navy, under Admiral Porter, with whom we were in constant 
<fommunication, while between him and General Sherman perfect harmony 
existed. On the right a demonstration by A. J. Smith was to be made. The 
Second Division (Stuart's) was to cross the sand-bar, and the Third (General 
Morgan^s) was to eroM on a amall bridge ovor the aloogh at the head Ot Ohiok- 
^w Bajoo, and, sapported by Steele, waa to posh atraigfat for the Blofl 
at the nearest apor where there was a battery in position, and to effect a 
A lodgment there and in the earthworks. General Sherman gave his orders 
in person to Morgan and Steele. I understood Morgan to promise that ho 
would lead his division in person, and he seemed to ex[»ect an easy victory, 
4Uid expressed himself freely to that effect. The aides were sent out, until I 
waa left alone* with the general and a couple of orderlies. He located him- 
eelf in a position eaay of aooeas, and the most oonvenirat afforded to the 
point of attaok. He directed me to aee what I oonld, and report if I met 
jinythtng that he should know. 1 galloped as fast as possible tO the right, 
and fouml part of the Sixth Missouri pushing over the sand-bar covered by 
the Thirteenth Regulars with a heavy tire. We supposed, if once across, 
they could get up tlie bank and turn the levee against the enemy, and left 
with that imprecision. Being in heavy timber, 1 was not quite sure of my 
WBj back to the general, hu location being new, and therefore poshed fiill 
gallop for lCorgan*a front, catching a good many stray shots from the sharp* 
ehooters behind the levee^ as I was compelled to keep in sight of the bayon 
to bold direction. Something over half-way along Morgan's division front, 
the commander of a Kentacl^ regiment hailed me and said he mast have 



Digitized by Google 



440 



A?P£NDIX. 



support, as he was threatened by a masked battery, and the eoemj was ii> 
force in bis front, and might cross any moment. I answered, rather shortly : 
* How the devfl do jon know tiiere it a nunked battery t If jon ean^t get 
over, how can the i«lidfl get at yon! * He inaiBted on the battery, and 

danger. I finally told him the bayon was utterly impaiaable there, but. if 
he insisted the enemy could cross, I would insist on an advance on our side 
at that point. Hurrying on to make up lost time, I soon reached Morpni. 
lie was making encouraging speeches in a general way, but stopjKjd to ask 
me questions as to Steele's rank, date of commission, etc. I was very umch 
distorbed at tbia^ fearing want of harmony, and rode on to Steele, whom I 
foand onnring Morgan ao fiercely that I oonld not exactly make oat th» 
aonrco of the trouble, or reason why ; bat aaw want of etmcert clearly 
enough. I hastened back to General Sherman, and endeavored to impress 
my ideas on him and my fears; but, while he adtnitted the facts, he could 
not be made to believe that any jealousy or personal quarrel could lead to a 
failure to support each other, uud a neglect of duty. The signal for attack 
had already been given, and the artillery had opened, when I left him agdn 
for Morgan'a front. I foond Morgan where I left him, and the troopa ad- 
Tandng. I liad understood that he was to lead his diviaion, and adced abont 
it, but, getting no satisfaction, pushed f(jr the front, crossing the slough at 
the little bridge at the head of the bayou. I found the willows cut off 
eighteen inches or two feet long, with sharp points above the mud, mak- 
ing it slow and diflicult to pass, save at the bridge. I overtook the rear 
of the advance about two or three hundred feet up the gentle slope, and 
waa artoniahed to find how email a force waa making the attack. I waa 
alao aorpriaed to find that they were Bteele*a men inatead of Moigan^a. I 
alao saw several regimenta acroaa the bayou, but not ad^andng; they were 
near the levee. A heavy artillery and infantry fire was going on all this 
time. While making my way alontr the colnmn, from which there were 
very few falling back, a shell burst near me. ami the concussion confuse<l me 
at the time and letl me with a headache for several month.M. When I got 
my wfta about me again I found a good many coming back, but the main 
]»art of the force waa compact and keeping np the fight I did not get 
doaer to the wooda than about five hundred leet» and foond that a ]arg» 
number had penetrated into the encmy^s worka. Whea oar men fell bade, 
very few ran, but came slowly and sullenly, far more ancry than frightened. 
I found General Frank Blair on foot, and with him Colonel Sea, of South- 
west Missouri, and learned that Colonel Thomas Fletcher, afterward Gov- 
ernor of Missouri, was captured with many of hb men. They both insisted 
there on the spot, with thoae around us, that if all the men ordmd up had 
gone up, or even all that croeaed the bi^u had moved forward, we could 
have readily eatablished ourselves in the enemy's worka. I was firmly of 
the same opinimi at tiie time on the ground ; and, an entranee eflfected, w» 
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conld have bronght the whole force on dry ground, and bad a base of oper- 
ations against Vicksburg — though probably, in view of later events, we 
would have had to utand a aiege from Pemberton*s annj. After explana- 
tioHB with Blttf, I rode to where the men were, who had erooeed the bayoo, 
but had uot advanced with the others. I found them to be De C'ourcey^a 
brigade, of Morgan's divisiitn, which General Sherman supposed to be in 
advance. In fact, it was the intended support that made the attack, A 
corre.'*pondente and controversy followed between (ieueral liiair and 
Colonel De Courcey, most of which I have, but nothing came of it. 
On reaching the bay on, I found that Thayer's brigade, of 8t6de*8 divi- 
* don, had in tome waj loet its direetion and filed off to the right Remem* 
boring the 'masked batterj,* I suspected that had something to do with 
the matter, and, on following it up, I learned that the Kentucky colonel 
before mcntioiieti had appealed for aid nt'iiinst the masSed liattery and in- 
vi.sible force <>( rel>e!-i, and that a regiment had been ordered to him. This 
regiment, tiling otf into the timber, had been followed by Thayer's brigade, 
soppoaing it to bo adfandng to the firont, and thus left a sing^ brigade %» 
attaolE a soperior foroe of the enemy in an intrenohed and natorally strong 
position. By the time the mistake oonld be rectified, it was too late. Oar 
loss was from one hundred and fifty to two hundred kHIed, and about seven 
hundred prisoners and wounded. During the afternoon I went with a flag 
of truce, witli reference to burying the dead. I saw between eighty and one 
hundred of our men dead, all Htripped. There were others closer into tho 
enemy's works than I was allowed to go. On going later to where the 
Sixth lOssoori crosse d , I found that they were nnder the bank, and had dog 
in with their hands snd bi^onetSi or anything In reach, to protect them- 
selves from a vertical fire from the enemy OTerhead, who had a heavy forco 
there. With grc^t diflBculty they were withdrawn at night. Next day 
arrangements were made to attempt a lodgtnent below Haines's Bluff. This 
was to be done f>y Steele's command, while tho rest of the force attacked 
again where we had already tried. During the day locomotives whistled, 
and a great- nolte and fhss went on in onr front, end we supposed that 
Orant was driving in Pemberton, and expected firing any moment vp the 
Yazoo or in the rear of Vicksburg. Not hearing this, we condnded that 
Pemberton was throwing his forces into Vicksburg. A heavy fog prevented 
Steele from making his movement. Rain beiran to fall, and oar location 
was not good to bo in after a lieavy rain, or with the river rising. During tlio 
night (I think) of January 1, 1863, our troops were embarked, material and 
provisions having been loaded during the day. A short time befbre day- 
light (^the Sd, I went| by order of the general commanding, to onr piclnl 
lines and csrefully exsmined the ensmy*s lines, wherever a camp-fire in* 
dicated their presence. Tlicy wore not very vigilant, and T onro got close 
enough to hear them tslk, but could understand nothing. Esrly in the 
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morniiig I came in with the rear-iruard, the enemy advrancing his picket* 
and iiniin guards only, and inuking no effort at all to press us. Once I 
wouldn't resist the teujptation to tire into a squad that came bolder thiui the 
ntt| and the two ■bote were good mm. We reedved a volley la return 
that did oome very dote among na, bot bort nmie of my party. Very soon 
after our rear-goard was aboard, General Siennan learned from Admiral 
Porter tbat HeOlemand bad arrived at the month of the Yazoo. lie ^ent, 
taking me and one othi r stnff-nfficer, to see McClornand, and found that, 
under an order from tlic President, he had taken command of the Army of 
the MiB«iHtiippi. He and his stafT, of whom I only remember two — Colonels 
ficatea and Braham, anaistant adjutant-general and aide^e-camp — seemed 
to tbink they bad a big thing, and, aoftr aal conldjndge, they bad joet tbat. 
All bands tbon^t tbe eoontry eipeoted tbem to eat their way to the Onlf ; 
and to us, who had Jnst oome ont of th>- ^wamp, the catting didn't seem such 
an ea<*y job as to the new-comers. Making duo allowance for the elevation 
they seemed to feel in view of their job. everytding pas-sed ofT plea^.intly, 
and we learned that (Jeneral Grant's connnuuications had been cut at Holly 
Springs by the capture of Murphy and his force (at Holly Springs), aud 
tbat be was either in Mempbia by tbat time or would soon be. So tbat| 
evMytidng oonndered, it was aboot as weU tbat we did not get oar loroea 
on tbe binflb of Walnat HilL** 

Tbe above statement was aent to General Sberman in a letter dated 
«Obioago, Febmary 5, 1876,'* and signed **Jobn H. Hammond.^* Hammond* 
ynm Genend Sherman's a.ssistant adjutant-general at the Chickasaw B^oo. 

J. £. TouBTiLOTn, Colonel and Atde-do-Oamp. 

On 89tb Deoeraber, 186S, at Obiokasaw Bayon, I waa in oommand of tbe 

Thirty-first Missouri Volunteer Infantry, First Brigade, first Divirion, Fif- 
teenth Army Corps (Blair's brigade). Colonel Wyman, of the Thirteenth Illi- 
nois Voluntocr Infantry, having been killed, I was the senior colonel of the 
brigade. deinTal Hlair rode up to where my regiment lay, and saiil to tne : 
*' We are to uiaku a charge hero ; we will charge in two lines ; your rt giuieut 
"will be in tbe first line, and tbe Twenty*nintb (OaTender*s) will support yon. 
Form here in tbe timber, and more oot acroas tbe bayon on a dooble-qniclE, 
and go right on to tbe top of the bights in yonr front.** He then toM me to 
mrait a signal. I then attempted to make a reconnidsaanee of tbe ground 
over which we would have to charge, and rode out to the open ground in 
my front, and saw that there was water and soft mud in the bayou, and 
was hred upon by the sharp-shooters of the euemy, aud turned and went 
back into tbe woods where my oommand lay. Soon after that General 
BIdr oame near me, and I told bim there was water and mud in the bayoo, 
«nd I doubted if we eoald get aeroaa. He answered me fliat General Mor* 

•SUUlirfaig. 



Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. 



448 



^an told him there was no wator nor mud to hinder us. I remarked tliat I 
Imd seen it myself, and General Morgan, or any one else, could see it if he 
would risk being shot at pretty lively. I then told General Blair that it 
wai oertain deatmollon to na if we passed orer the abatis npon the open 
l^roond where there had onoe been a oom-field; that we ooold never reach 
the base of the hill. Ho tamed to me and said,' Can^t you take yonr 
regiment up there? " I told him, " Yes, T r;in take my regiment anywhere, 
because the men do not know any better than to go," but remarked that 
old soldiers could not be got to go up there. General Blair then said : 
Tom, if wo succeed, this will be a grand thing ; yoa will have the glory of 
leading the aeunlt.** He then went on to saj that Ganeral Morgan's divi- 
mtm would support ns, and they wwe heroes of manj battles, and pointed 
to the Fifty-eighth Ohio, then fonningin the rear of the Thirteenth Illinois 
am my right, and said : " See these ment They are a part of Morgan's divi- 
rion, and are heroes of many battles." I laughingly said that they might 
be heroes, but tlie regiment did not number as many as one of my compa- 
nies. lie again absured me we would be supported by Morgiin's division, and 
an I had to do was to keep right on and **keep going till you get into 
yioktbnrg.** I took my position in adyanoe d my regiment and awaited 
the signaL When we heard it, we raised a shoot, and started at a double- ' 
quick, tiie Thirteenth Illinois on my ri^t I saw no troops <m my left 
TVlien we emerged from the woods, the enemy opened upon ii« ; crossing 
the bayou under tire, and many of the men sinking in the inml and water, 
our line was very much disordered, but we pretty well restored it before 
reaching the abatis. Here we were greatly disordered, but somewhat re> 
stored tiie Hne on resching the plateau or oom-Held. The Twenty-ninth 
Missouri oame on, gallantly supporting ns. The Thirteenth Illinois oame 
^t i^a the corn-field, and the Fifly-elghth Ohio followed close upon it. 
There was firing to my left, an<l as I afterward learned was from the Fourth 
Iowa of Thayer's brigade (and I believe of Steele's division). I was struck 
and fell, and my regiment went back in great disorder. The fire was ter- 
rific. I saw beyond the Thirteenth Illinois, to my right, a disordered line, 
and learned afterward It was the Sizteenth Ohio. When I was tsken firom 
the field by the enemy and tsken into Vieksbnrg, I found among the 
wounded and prisoners men and officers of the Sixteenth and Fifly-eighth 
Ohio, and of the Twenty-nhith and Thirty-first Missouri, and Thirteenth 
lllinoii*. After T was eTohnnged and joined my command, Gent r.i1 Blair 
laugliingly remarked to me tlmt I had literally obeyed his order and gone 
*^ straight on to Vicksburg." He lamented the cutting to pieces of our 
foroe on that day. We talked the whole matter orer at his headquarters 
during the siege of Yieksburg. He said that if the oharge had been mada 
along our whole Une with the same Tigw of attack made by his brigade, 
and if we had been aopported aa Morgan promised to do^ we might liava 
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sacccoded. I dissented from the opinion that we could even then have soo* 
ceeded. I asked him what exeust' Morgan gave for failing to support ns, 
and he said that Colonel or General L>e Courcoy whh in some nianiuT to 
blaroe for that, but he said Morgan was mistaken as to the nature of iho 
ground and generally as to the feasibility of the whole thing, and was re- 
Bponaible tcr the fidlnre to afford ns the support be had promised ; that ho 
and General Sherman and all of them were misled by the statements and 
opinions of Morgan as to the situation in our front, and Morgan was, on hia 
part, deoi ivcd by tlio ri [>orts of his sconts aboat Other matters as well as the 
matter of the water in the bajoa. 

Tbeomab 0. Flxtcbsb. 

ABKAirSAS POST. 

Extracts from Admiral Furters Journal, 

Sm?T?MAK and I had made arrangements to capture Arkansas Post. 

On the 31st of December, while preparing to go out of the Yazoo, an 
army officer called to see me, and said that he belonged to General McCler- 
uaud^s staff, and that the general was at the mouth of the Yazoo Kiver, and 
derired to see me at onoe. I sent word to tiie general tiiat if be wislied to 
see me be conld have an opportonity by caDing <m board my flag-ship. 

A few momenta after I had heard the news of Mo01emand*s arrival, I 
saw Sherman pulling about in a boat, and hailed him, informing him that 
McClernand wns at the mouth of the Yazoo. Sherman then came on board, 
and, in con 8i.'q nonce of this unexpected news, determined to postpone the 
movement out of the Yazoo lUver, and let McClernand take that upon himself. 

General McClernand took my faUit and oama on board the flag-ship, but 
I aoon disoovered that any admiral, Grants Sherman, or all the general* 
in the army, wen nobody in his estimation. Sherman bad been at Mo- 
demand's headquarters to see him and state the condition of afTairs^ and 
ke then ftigge^ted to the latter the plan of going to Arl'nnms Post. 

I had a number of fine maps lianging up in my cabin, and when Mc- 
Clernand came on board he cjcamiued them all with the eye of a connois- 
seur. He then stated to me as a new thing the plan he propoaed (/) of going 
to Arkansas Post and stirring up our troops, whioh had been *^ demoralised by 
the lafsil^tef ** (Sherman waspresent, looking daggers at bim). I answered, 
" Yes, General Sherman and myself hove already arranged for going to 
Arkansas Post." Shermsin then made some remark about the disposition 
of the troo|)s in the coming expedition, when McClernand gave him rather 
a curt answer. McClernand then remarked, "If you will let me have three 
gunboats, I will go and take the place." Now General McClernand had 
about as mneb idea of what a gimboat waa^ or eould do^ as the man in th# 
moon. He did not know the diffevenoe between an ironolad and a **tiB» 
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elad." TIo had hoard that punboat.^ bad taken Fort ITcnry, and that was 
all be knew about them. I ^^.lid to biin : I'll tell you what I will do, Gen- 
eral McC'lernand. Jf (ieneral Sberman goes in coniinand of the troops, I 
will go myself in command of a proper foroef and will insure the capture 
of the post." MoCleraaad winced under this, and Sherman qaietjj 
walked off into the altor-cabin. He beckoned me to come there, whUe Mo- 
demand was apparently deeply engaged in studying out a chart, making 
believe ho was interoHtod, in order to conceal his temper. Slierntan said 
to me: " A<1mir;il. bow could you make such a remark to McClernandt 
He bates me already, and you have made him an enemy lor life/* 

don't cure," said 1 ; he shall not treat you rudely in my cabin, and 
I was glad of the opportmilty of letting him know my sentiments.** By 
this time, General KoOlemand having bottled ap his wrath, or cooled down, 
I went in to bim and we discussed the matter. He con^'nted tbat Sber- 
man should go in command of the troops, and the interview ended pleaa- 
antly enoogb. 

The above extracts from Admiral Porter^s journal were sent by the 
admiral to General Sherman, inclosed in a letter dated Washington, Maj 
29, 1876," and signed ' David D. Porter." 

J. B. Toramjom. 

After leavinjr the Yazoo, the Army of the Misstsdppi rendezvous was at 
Millikon's rkiitl. Durinjr tbo ni;rbt of January 4th or 5th, General McC'ler- 
nand caino on board the Forest Queen, anil with (Jtiural Sberman went 
to the Black Hawk flag-boat. There an interview took place, during which 
the expedition to Arkansas Post took shape. General Sherman having 
asked leave to take the post, and Admiral Porter having decided to go 
along, McGlemand thought best to go with bis entire army, although the 
enemy were supposed to have only about four or five thousand men, and 
the fort was little more than a lartre earthwork commanding tho river. 

General Sherman's command was then entitled tbe Second Corps, Army 
of the Mississippi, and was comprised of tbo First Divi.xion, Hlair's, llovey's, 
and Thayer^s brigades, comuiuuded by Steele ; and the Second Division, 
commanded by David Stuart, with Golonels Giles A. and Kilby Smith com- 
nanding brigades. 

Our fleet was convoyed by throe ironclads and several other gutiltnata. 
The weather was bitterly cold for tbat latitude; we were four days getting 
into tbe Arkansas River, which we entered by the White River ctit-oflT; 
and my reeolk-ction is, tbat our passiriij tbe mouth of tbe main river de- 
ceived the enemy as to our dcsiiuatiuu. The entrance through the cut-off 
was fearible by reason of high water, and I think made our appearance a 
surprise to the force at tbe poet We disembarked on the mornhig of the 
10th of January. 8taart*s division first encountered the enemy behind aa 

• 
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earthwork abont four mllee from the fort, ranning aeroes tho solid gronnd 
from the river to n RW/nnp. General Sheriiiiin in person took Steele's divi- 
sion, (ind followed a road leadinj; to tho rear of the earthwork just men- 
tioned. We had got fairly uudor way wlien the rebels fell back to tho fort, 
and McClernand, coming up, ordered us to fkll bAsk, and march up the river. 
It seemed to roe then, and afterward, that it would have been bebtor to bayo- 
marebed stndght to the rear of the fort, aa we started to da We aooa over* 
took Stuart and clo^d in, General Sherman on tlio rigbt^ Morgan *8 force on 
the left, rea<'liini: to the river, where tlie piiiihoats were, while Sherman 
reai-hcd froin the road whieh conntcted the jtost with tho hack country, 
toward where the earthworks reached the river above the fort, and threat- 
ened their oommanicationa with little Book. The night was cold and 
oloady, with aome anow. There were a good many abandoned hnta to our 
rear, bnt our fbroee In pontion lay on the froaen ground, sheltered aa beat 
they could, among the hushes and tiinher. We were so close that they could 
have reaehed us any titne during tho night with light artillery. The gun- 
boats threw heavy shells into the fort and behind the earthworks all night, 
keeping tho enemy uwuke and anxious. The heavy boom of the artillery 
was followed by the squeak, squeak of Admiral Porter's Uttle tug, as b» 
moved around making his arrangements tat the morrow. The sounds were 
ridiculous by comparison. General Sherman and staff lay on the roots of an 
old oak tree, that kept them partly clear of mad. The cold was sharp, mj 
right hoot Itoinij frozen solid in a puddle in tho morning, .\hout half-past 
two or three o'clock, General Sherman, with another and my.self, crejjt in 
as dose as possible and reconnoitred the position. The general managed 
to creep in much closer than the rest of us— in fact, so dose as to cause a» 
anxiety. The enemy worked hard all night on their abatia and intrench- 
ments, and in tho morning we found a ditch and parai>ot running dear 
across the point on which the post waa situated. This point was cut by » 
road from the back coimtry, across which wf\n n heavy earthwork and a 
battery. This road wa.s at tlie extremity of onr left. Ceneral McClernand 
kept his headquarters on his bout, the Tigress. He came up in the morn- 
ing to a place in the woods in our rear. One of bb stafE, a cavalry-offioer, 
dimbed a tree to repwt movements ; but from that point there waa reirf 
little to be seen. Between ten and eleven oMock the fire opened from th» 
fleet, and we opened along the whole line from infantry and field-guns. 
Our men soon worked in close enough to keep down the fire of the enemy 
to a very marked degree. 

• a ••••••• 

After reporting to General Sherman, and while ezpldidng die podtidi 
of the fleet, the smoke-stacka and flags appeared above the fort What fir- 
ing was going on in oar immediate front ceased. A good many rebels were 
in plain sight, ranning away from the fort and scattering. While we wera 
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itjn lorpriiedftlie 017 was railed that a white flag wu hung out Ididnoi 
aee it^ bnt in a few- minatea saw othera along the line, and joat as the gen- 
, eral started for the fort I aaw the flag not far from the white house, near 

the parapet. Orders were given to cease firinijr. Captain Dayton was sent 
to the fort where the first flai: was raised. Sorao shots were tired and 
Buuic men hurt after this. The tirst rehel olhcer wo encountered was Colo- 
nel or General Garland, commanding brigade, who was ordered to put liis 
vaen in line and stack anna, which was done. I waa directed to pass along 
the line to the right, and cause the prisoners to stack arma and form oar 
men in line, jnst oatside the work. This I did till I reached Deshler's bri- 
gade, on our extreme right, or nearly so, and who was opposed to the rij^ht 
of Steele's force. Steele's men had ruslied u|) to the very foot of the para- 
pet, and some were on it, though they did not tire. The commander of 
the enemy (Deshler) refused to ohey my orders to stack arms, and asked a 
good many questions as to *'Low it happened ; " said he waa not whipped, 
bnt held as in check, etc I told him tiiere were eight or nine thousand 
men right there, that a ahot from me, or a call, wonid bring down on him, 
and that we had entire possession of the place. After sending two offlcm 
from the nearest troops to explain the condition t<» Steele, and to warn 
every ••tlict r they met to i)ass the word for everybody to be on the sharp 
lookout^ 1 arranged with Deshler to keep quiet until I could bring his own 
commander, or orders from him. Returning to General Sherman, I found n 
party of young rebel officera, including Robert Johnston*s son (rftbel Senate) 
and Oqvtain Wdf, quartermaster, of New Orleans, who declined to surren- 
der except to gentiemen. Some German llissonri soldiers didn't relish the 
distinction, and were about clubbinjr them over the head, when I intt-rfered 
and received tlieir surrender. Hurrying back to the general, I reported tho 
dangerous condition of things. IIo and General Churchill, commanding of- 
ficer of the enemj, started for Deshler^s brigade; meeting Garland, a quar- 
rel and some recrimination followed between him and Churchill, as to where 
the fault of the aorrender belonged, which waa rather promptly rilenced 
by Genera] Sherman, wlio hurried to the scene of trouble. There, after 
some ill-natured talk, Deshler ordered his men to l,iy down tlu ir arms. I 
rode into the fort, and found the parai)et badly torn u|> by the lire troni the 
fleet. On going to the embrasure where I had seen the gun while on the 
rirer-bank talking to Captain Shirk, the piece was found split back about 
eighteen indies, and the lower half of the mnade dropped out A battered^ 
but uneiploded shell lying with the piece explained that it must have struck 
the gan in the mnxzle, almost sqnarcly. On passing along the inside I saw 
from the torn eondition of the earthworks how tremendous our fire was, 
and how the fire of the enemy was kept down. The fire of the navy liad 
partly torn down the side of the fort next the river. A gocMi many snilnrs- 
were in the fort. General A. J. Smith, Admiral Furter, and General Bur» 
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bridge were fhere^all m high spirits, but in some oontention as to who got 
in first Toward dnrk, or nearly so, an Arkansas rei^mmt eame in as re> 

eoforcements, bot sorrcndered witliont anj trouble. About the same lime 

GeiitTal Sljennan received orders to put General A. J. Smith in cli irL'^e of 
thf fort, un<l stay outside with liis Tncn. An his troojis were nvarly all in- 
side, and had foiir-tiuhs of the jiriMHiors in charge, ttiesc urders were not 
Tery cleur, uod the geuerul left lor heud<|uarters totind out what wasiueuot. 
1 went on ootteoting arms, and as oar men were scattering a good deal and 
were greatly exoited, I toolc tlie precaution to pass along the line and mareh 
the prisoners far enough from the stacked arms to be out of temptation. I 
was especially urged to this by liearitiir si veral rebel oflloers speak of their 
pnns hring still load-d. It was dark befi>re nil the prisoners were collecteKi 
and under guard, including the regiment that arrived alter the fight. I am con- 
fident that all the prisoners were under guard by General Sherman's troops. 

Everything being secure, the staff-officers, all of whom had been busily 
•engaged, scattered to compare notes and e^joy the viotoiy. I fonnd mj 
way on board the Tigress, where every one was greatly excited, and in high 
feather regarding our victory, the biggest thing since Donelson. I also 
obtjiined some food and small comforts for a few rebel officers, including 
young Johnston. Wnlff, and the(\»]itnel DeshU-r already mentioned. Then 
hunted up General iShcrman, whom 1 found sitting on a cracker-box in the 
white house already mentioned, near where the white flag first appeared. 
Garland was with him, and slept with him that night, while the rest of na 
laid aronnd wherever we could. It was a gloomy, bloody honae, and sag* 
gestive of war. Garland was blamed by the other Confederate oflloers for 
the white flag, and remained with us for sjifety. Next day was very cold. 
"We worked hard at the lists of prisoners — nearly tive thousjmd in number 
— all of whom were sent to St. Louis, in cliarge of our inspector-general, 
Major Sanger. Our loss was leas than one hundred. The enemy, although 
behind intrenchments, lost more than double what we did. Their 
wounded were much worse hurt than ours, who were mostly hit aronnd 
the head and arms. 

The losses wore nearly all in General Sherman's wing of the army. 
The loss in the fleet amounted to little, but their service wjw very valuable, 
and deserved great credit, tliough they received little. There w;is a good 
deal of sympathy between our part of the forces and the fleet people, and 
I then thought, and still think, if we had been on tiie left next the river, 
that in connection with the tremendous fire from the navy, we oonld have 
■earned the work in an hour after wo opened on it. Their missiles traversed 
the wliole fortification, clear through to the hospitals at the upper end, and 
I stood five minutes in rifle-range of the fort next the river — ^nothit,and 
but seldom shot at. and no one hit near me. 

On the VMi we embarked, in a snow-storm; collected at Napoleon, 
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which Bcemod to be washing away; nnd then steamed to Millilcen's Bend, 
\\-}iere we arrived on January 21st| and soon alter went to Toung^B planta- 
tion, near Vicksbiirg. 

Till' ,il»o\ e statement from General Hammond was received by General 
SLermau, iuclo-seU in a letter dated ''Chicago, February 6, 1876," and 
aigned John H. Hammond,** who was a4fiiUuit-geiimI to Geowal Shw- 
nuui during <ho winter of 186^*88. 

J. E. ToranLoiTBt 

CnranriTAn, FAruary 3, lb46. 
Mt dbab Gsubbal: At Arkauii Poit the troopt debailced from 
■leemer Juoimtj 9th, from one o'doek to dark, in the vieinity of Notrib*a 
farm, and on the 10th moved ont to get position; Steele to the ri^t* 

crossing the low gronnd to the north, to get a higher groand, anrfd crowd- 
ing the moving; oohinins, and pain the left (our right) and rear of the 
*'p()j<t,'" and the river-bank above the post. Stuart took the river-road — 
the movement commenciDg at 11 o'clock a.m. After crossing the low 
gronnd covered with water, yon were called back with Steele, as Staart had 
driven ont the enemy's rifle-trench pickets, this giring more and feaalUe 
room for moving. Stnart was pushed forward, and by daik he and Steele 
were well up to their ezpeoted poritions. Befine dayli^t on the 11th yon 
<lirected me to accompany yon for a personal inspection of the gronnd to 
your front, wliich we made <m foot, ^,'oing so far forward that we could 
oiiJ^ily hear the enemy at work and moving about. Discovering the open 
fields, yon at once directed Steele to move to the right and front, and 
poshed Stnart ont so as to ftilly oommand them snd the field-w<»rk of the 
enemy eztending from tlw fort, to prevent ftirther strengthening, as it was 
evident these works were the product of a recent thought. Stnart and 
Steele were prompt in taking position, bnt .Nforgan's command (not nnder 
yonr control) did not Hoi in to work up, or keep in junction with you. At 
ten o'clock you sent me to McClemand to ascertain why the delay of at- 
tack. He attributed it to Admiral Porter, which was really unjust. The 
attadc began at 1 f. M. by Admiral Porter, and the soond of his first gun 
had not died till yonr men were engaged— Wood's, Barrett's, and the Par- 
rott batteries and infantry. It was lively for a time, and Staart pashed 
clear up to the enemy's rifle-trenches, and forced them to keep sheltered. 
Hammond was mostly with Steele ; Sanger sent to McClemand, and McCoy, 
myself, and John Taylor were with you and Stuart, At about half-past 
three I got your permission to go to Giles Smith's akirmbh-line, and, think- 
ing I saw evidenee of the raemy weakening I hurried basic to yon and re- 
ported my observations. I was so confident that a demand for it would 
bring a sarrender, that I a»k§d permit$ion to make it, and, as yon granted 
me^ bnt reftised to let another member of yonr stafl^ at bis raqnest, go witti 
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me, I rode directly down the road with only an orderly. Colonel Garland, 
commAnding a brigade, was the first offioer I saw, to vrbom, for you, I 
Eiade the demwd. AU flring oMsed at once, or in ft few momenti. I eent 
the orderlj baok to yon, and yoo rode tmwatd. It waa then four o'doek. 

During the attack, nobody seemed to think MoClernand had any eilear 
idea of what or h"\v it w:is to bo done. Daring the day he gave you no di- 
rections, nor came where you were ; he was well to the rear, with his " rnan 
up a tree," who in the capacity of a lookout gave McClernand informatiou, 
from which he baaed aaoh inaCraetions as he made to his subordinates. He 
waa free to ezpraaa himadf aa bring n man of deatiny," and hie atar 
waa in tlie aacendanee. I am, eto., 

L. M. Dayton, tat$ OfloMl ^th$ SU^^ ^ ^ CfMnmtit OJUti, 
Qmmal W. T. Skbdcait. 

MERIDIAK CAMPAIGN. 

[Special Field Oiden, No. ILJ 

^k4DecABTER9 DEPAitTVEirr oT THE TxnnnB, I 

Mkxfum, January '^7, 18M I 

• ••• 

y. The expedition is one of celerity, and all thinga mnat tend to thalt 

Corps commanders and staff-officers will see that our movementa are not 
encumbered by wheeled vebi< k'8 improperly loaded. Not a tent, from the 
commander-in-chief <]own, will be carried. The sick will be left behind^ 
and the sorgeoas can liud houses and sheds for all hospital purposes. 

VL AU the oavalry in thb depnrteient ia plaoed under the ordcit and 
command of BrigadieM3eneral W. 8. Smith, who wiU reeei?e apeolal ia- 

atrooticns* 

.* 

1^ order of Major-General W. T. Shsbman : 

L. M. Dayton, Aid0-d§-Camp, 

Non.— That aame evening I atarted in m ateamboat for Yioksburg. 

W.T.a. 

Sr. Louis, 1885. 

HsADeiUBnas Departuxht or the Tekkkmek, ) 

Mempiiis, January 27, 1864. ) 

Brigadier- General W. 8. Smith, commanding Catalry^ ete,^ pretent, 

Db4b Gtenoux: By an order taaned thia day I have plaoed all the oat* 
niry of tliit department anl^Jeot to yooreommand. I eatfanate yon ean mako 
n fbrce of foil aeven tiiouaand men, which I believe to be superior and bet- 
ter in all respects than the combined cavalry which the enemy has in all 
the State of Hissuaippi I will in person start for Yioksbarg to-day, and 
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with four divisions of infantry, artillery, nnd cavalry move out for Jackson, 
Brandon, and Meridian, aiminc to reach the latter place by February 10th. 
General Banka will feign on Pascagoula and General Logan on Rome. I 
want 70a with your cavalry to move from Colliersville on Pontotoc and 
Okokma; thenoe BWM|iing down near tbo llobQe ft Ohio Railroad, dia- 
able that road aa modi aa poadble, eonanme or deatrojr the reaonroea of the 
enemy along that road, break up the connection with Columbna, lOaalaaippi, 
and finally reach me at or near Meridian as near the date I have mentioned 
as po^^sible. This will call for great energy of action on your part, but I 
believe you are equal to it, and you have the best and most experienced 
troops in the service, and they will do anything that is possible. General 
Grieraon ia with 70a, and ia familiar with the whole country. I will aend 
Qp from Hainea^a Bluff an expedition of gnoboata and tranaporta eombined, 
to feel np the Taaoo as far aa the preaent water will permit. This will dis- 
concert the enemy. My movement on Jackson will also divide the enemy, 
BO that by no combination can he reacli you witli but a part of his force. I 
wish you to attack any force of cavalry you meet and follow them south- 
ward, but in no event be drawn into the forks of the streams that make np 
the Taioo nor over into Alabama. Do not let the enemy draw 70a into 
minor affairs, bnt look solely to the greater oljjeet to deatroy hia oommmti* 
cation from Okolona to Meridian, and thence eastward to Selma. From 
Okolona south yen will find abundance of forage collected along the rail- 
road, and the farmers have corn standing in the fields. Take lilterally of 
all these, a.s well as horse?, mules, cattle, etc. As a rulo, respi-ct dwellings 
and families a» something too sacred to be disturbed by soldiers, but mills, 
bamsi sbeda, stablei» and saoh like things ose for the benefit or convenience 
of jonr command. If co&Tenient» send into Colombns, lOsrissippi, and de* 
stroy all machinery thste^ and the bridge across the Tombigbee, whieb en- 
ables the enemy to draw the reaoarces of the east sUe of the valley, but 
this is not of sufficient importance to delay your movement. Try and com- 
municate with me by scouts and spies from the time you reach Pontot<x', 
Avoid any large force of infantry, leaving them to me. We have talked 
over thb matter so mnoh that the above covers all points not provided for 
in my pabUshedordemofto-d^. I am, etc, 

llmrBis, TtsyKMMX, January 27, 1864. 
Brigadier- General J. P. Hatob, m eAofya Cavalry BwrtaUf SL Louit^ 

Sir: Your favor of the 21st inst. is just received. Up to the present 
Ham eight hundred and eighteen horasa have arrived here lince Oaptain 
Bndaon's visit to' 81 Loids. I wrote you upon his return several daya ago 
that It would not be neceasaiy to divert shipments to this point wUeh could 
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not reach 08 before Febraary Ist. We sball certainly get off on onr con. 
toniplated exi)e<liti<^n before that time. The number of horses estimated for 
in this dtipartuicui by its chief quartermaster was two thousand, and this 
simiber, inelnding thoae alrwidy sent, wOl, I thhiki oompletelj numnt all 
the dkmoaBted oaTtlij of Uiis deparfcmrat. Reoniito fat cavalry regimanta 
are aniTing freely, and this will svell oar reqaisitions for a couple of moniha 
to come. I will a.s far as possible procure borBM from the regions of ooim- 
try traversed bjr our cavalry. 

• •••••••• 

Yours truly, "W. Root ^mxtm. Brigadier- Gmrral, 

Ch^f qf Cavalry^ Military I/ici*ion of the Mi$aiuippu • 

McKPius, Tekxb^ke, January 28, 1S64. 

Brigadier- Genial Georob Obook, cofomanding JStoond CamUrg Diintkn^ 

Ilunt^tiUe, Alabama. 

I start in about tlirce days with seven thousand men to Meridian «ia 
Pontotoc Demonstrate on Decatur, to hold Koddy. 

W. Boot Bmocnl, Brigadier' OmtoI, 
(^iifqfOinaJrg^MUiUa^JHfUion^theMM^^ 

MatwooOi luorau, Jkfy 9, IStn, 

ffmurai W. T. Shbrman, 0mmani«r4n- Chi^t UniUd Statm Armg* 
Bib: Tour letter of July 7th is just recelTed. 

Tour entire statemeot in the **MeindrB" oonoeining my part in tht 
Meridian oampaign is lnoorrect> 

Tou overstate my strength, placing it at seven thousand effective^ wlien 

it was but six. The nominal strength of my command was seven thousand. 

Yon niidorstate the strongth of my enemy, putting Forrest's force at 
four thousand. On our return to Nasliville, you stated it, in General 
Grant's presence, to have been but twenty-five hundred. Before and dur- 
ing my movement I poritively knew ForrMt*B strength to be Ml six tho«- 
sand, and be has since tdd me so himself. 

Instead (rf ddaying from the Ist to the II th of Febmary for '*8ome 
regiment that was ice-bound near Colnmhna, Kentucky,** it was an entire 
brigade. Colonel Waring's, without which your orders to mo were peremp- 
tory not to move. I asked you if I should wait its arrivjil, and you an- 
swered : " Certainly ; if you go without it, you will be too weak, and 1 
want yoa strong enough to go where you plesse.** 

The time set fw oar arrivsl at Meridian, the l(Mh of February, had 
arrived before it was possible for me, under your orders, to move from 
Memphis^ and I would have been entirdy jnstiflable if I had not started at 
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all. But I was at that time, and at all times during tlie war, as earnest and 
anxious to carry oat 017 orderoi and do my fall daty, as yoa or any other 
offioer eonld be, anci I let oat to make a march of two hnndred and Uttj 
milea into the Confederaiqr, having to drive bai^ a rebel force equal to m j 
own. After the time bad arriTed for the full completion of my movement, 
I drove this force before me, and penetrated one hundred and sixty miles 
into the Confederaoy — did more hard fighting, and killed, wounded, and 
captured more of the enemy than you did during the campaign — did my 
work most thoroughly, as far us I could go without encountering the rebel 
oavalry eet loose by yonr retnrn Ihun Meridian, and bron^t off mj com- 
mand, with aQ the eaptored property and reeoaed negroea, with very tmall 
lom, oon^dering that inflicted on the enemy, and the long^continned and 
Tery severe fighting. If I had disobeyed your orders, and started without 
Warinfr's brigade, I woiUd have been "too weak/' would probjiiily have been 
defeated, and would have been Mibjit tcd tojust censure, Ilaviut; ;i\vHito<l 
Its arrival, as I was positively and distinctly ordered to do, it only remained 
for me to start npon its arrival, and aocomplish all that I coold of the w<Hrk 
aUotted to me. To have attempted to penetrate forther into the enemy*a 
eoontry, with the cavalry of Polkas army coming np to reinforce Forrest, 
woold have insured the destruction of my entire command, situated as it 
was. I cannot now go into all the particulars, though I assure you that 
they make the proof of the correctness of my conduct as conclusive as I 
could desire it to be. I was not headed oti^ and defeated by an inferior 
force near West Point. Wo had the fighting all cor own way near West 
Point, and at all other pointo except at Okalona, on onr retnrn, when we 
had liie worst of It fiw a little while, bnt finally eheeked the enemy hand- 
somely, and continued onr return march, "fitting at the rear and on both 
flanks, repidsing all attacks and moving in perfect order. And so my 
movement wjts not a failure, except that I did not reach Meridian as in- 
tended, for the reason stated, and for many more which it is not necessary 
for me to detail here. On the other liand, it was a very decided success^ 
Inflicting a terrible destruction ot suppliea of every hind, and a heavy loss 
of men npon the enemy. Yon should have so reported It In the beginning. 
Ton should so amend yonr report and " Memoirs " now. This, and no lest 
than this, is due from one soldier to another. It is due to the exalted po- 
sition which you occupy, and, above all, it is duo to that trutlifuhu^s in 
history which you claim to revere. If you desire it, I will endeavor to 
visit you, and in a friendly manner fight our battles oVr again,^' and en- 
deav<v to oonvinoe yon that yon have always been mistaken as to the man- 
ner in which my part in the ** Meridian eampmgn ** was performed. Bat I 
will never rest uitU the wrong statemeoto regarding It are folly and £rir]y 
eorrected. Yonrstraly, 

WiLUix 800T SmxH. 
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HBADQCAKms Akht or TUK UxTTSD Statbs, 1 
St. Lona, Mimovu, July il, 1875. \ 

Omml J. D. WntRB, Chicago^ IUhioi$, 

DiAB Gbnbrai.: 0«nenl W. Soay Smith feels egipieved end wronged 

bj my accoant of his part In the Meridian ciimpaign, in my MttDoin,** 
pages 394, 395, and properly appeals to me for correction. I have oflfered 
to modify any words or form of expression that ho may point out, but he 
asks me to completely chautje the whole that concerns him. This, of course, 
I will not do, as bis purt wvla material to the whole, uud «annot be omitted 
or mtteriallj altered witboat changing the ramiiiider, fat his failure to 
reaeh Meridian bj Febraaiy 10th was the reason for other movements dis- 
tant from him. I now offer him, what seems to me fur and liberal, that we 
•abmit the points at issue to yon as arbitrator. Yon are familiar with the 
ground, the coincident history, and mostj if not all, the parties. 
I propose to supply yon with — 

1. Gopy of my orders placing ail the cavalry under General Smithes 
mders (with retarns). 

8. My letter of instmotions to him of January STth. 

8. My official report of the campaign, dated Viduborg^ March 7, 1864. 

4. General W. Sooy Smithes report of his operationB, dated Kashville, 
Tennessee, March 4, 1864. 

After roadinf? thone, I further propose that you address us questions 
which wo will answer in writinp:, when yon are to make us a concise, writ- 
ten deciiiion, which 1 will have published iu close counectiou witli the sub- 
ject in controversy. If General Smith will show yon my letter to him d 
this date, and also deliver this with his written assent, I will promptly ftir- 
nish you the above docomCQts, and also procure from the official files a 
retnm of the cavalry force available at and near Memphis on the date of 
my orders, viz.. January 27, 1864. 

With great respect, your friend and servant, 

W. T. SHBsaiAjr, General. 

NoTK. — General Smith never suljmitted hi.s case to the arbitration offered. The 
whole will he niafle clear by the publication of the official reconl.'S, which arc already 
In print, though not yet issued. His onlers were in writinp, and I have no recollec- 
tiou of the " pcreiuptory *' verbal orders to vrbicb he refers, aad quotes from me. 

Sr. Loins, Mnsonai, I88Sw W. T. 8. 

Matwooo, Ituxott, Julp 14, 187fti 

General W. T. SBmMAar, CbmaMiiisr-in-OM^ ete. 

DsAB GmiBAL: Tonr letter of the 11th of Jnly reaches me Jnst as I 

am starting to spend tlie first vacation I have ever allowed myself— in tb« 
Territories, with vy wife and son* 
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It indicates a spirit of fairness froiu wliicii we have better things tlmn 
«D arbitration to hope for. Though, if we thonld reach rach a necessity, 
there is no one living to whom onr differenoes might more properly be re- 
faired tim to Omeral Webster. I make no objection to your writing your 

Memoirs," and, as long as they refer to yoar own conduct, you arc nt 
liberty to writ*' th*-m ns you like; but, when they refer to mine^ and deal 

unjustly with my rt'iiulatiori, 1, of right, object. 

Neither do 1 wish to write my Memoirs," unless compelletl to do so to 
-vindicate my good name. There were oertain commands which were to 
make np mine. These, Waring's brigade indnded, were qwken of by ns in 
the long oonTenation to whieh yon refor. This brigade we knew was 
having a hard time of it in its movement from Columbus to Memphis. I 
«sked yon if I should move without it if it did not arrive, and you answered 
me as stated in ray last letter to yon. Those who imuicdiately surrounded 
me during the painful delay that occurred will inform you how sorely I 
•chafed under the restraint of that peremptory order. 

In the eoiiTenation that oocurred between us at Kashrille, while all the 
■orders, written and ycriial, were still fresh in yoor memory, yon did not 
•censure me for waiting for Waring, but for allowing myself to be encum- 
bered with fugitive negroes to such an extent tliat my command was meas- 
wrably unfit for active movement or easy handling, and for turning back 
from West Point, instead of prcssintr on toward Meridian. Invitations had 
been industriously circulated, by printed circulars and otherwise, to the 
negroes to come into onr lines, and to seek onr proteotf<m wherever thej 
<sonId find it, and I considered ourselves pledged to receive and protect them. 
Tonr censnre for so doing, and yoor remarks on tiiat subject to me in Nash- 
-villo, arc still fresh in my memory, and of a character wldeh yon would now 
<loubtles» gladly disavow. 

But we must meet and talk the whole matter over, and I will be at any 
trouble to see you when 1 return. 

Meantime I will not let go the hope that I will oonvinoe yon ahsdnte^ 
«f your error, for the fiwts are enthrely on my side. Tours truly, 

WnuAM Soot Sinn. 
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MARK TPVAIN'S BOOKS. 

A dvgnluw a of Hucklebeny Finn.— Holiday edition. Square 8vo» 
366p«g«s. lUattfatcd bf E. W. Kembie. Sheep, $3.2$; doth, 

$2.75- 

Mew Cheap Edition of Huckleberry Finn.— >X8lllO, 3x8 |Mlget» wllh A 

few illustrations. Cloth, $i.oo. 

The Prince and the Pauper. — A square 8vo volume of 411 pages. 
Heautifully illustrated. Sheep, $3.75; cloth, $3.00. 

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court.— A square 8vo of 575 
pages; aat iUastrations 1^ Dan Beard. Half morocco, $s.oo; 
sheep. $4.00; cloth, $3.00. 

Mark T«nin H<didiqr Set— Three yolnmes in a box. consisting of the 

be'st editions of " Huckleberry Finn," " Prince and Pauper." 
and " A Connecticut Yankee." Square 8vo. Uniform in size, 
binding, and color. SoltJ only in sets. Cloth, $6.00. 

Bighteen Short Stones and Sketches. — By Mark Twain. Including 
"The Stolen White Elephant." **Sonie Rambling Notes,** 
» "The Carnival of Crime," ** A Cnrions Experieoce,** *' Paoch» 
Brothers, Punch." "The Invalid's Story," etc., etc i6mo, 
306 pages. Cloth, $1.00. 
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Mark Twain's *' lAhnxy of Httmor.**->A volame of 145 Characteristic 
Selections from the Best Writers, together with a Short Bio- 
graphical Sketch of Each Author QoMed. Cooni^led by Mark 

Tsrain. Nearly aoo illustrations by E. W. Kemble. 8vo. 707 
papcs. Full Turkey morocco. $7.00; half morocco. $5.00; half 

sea!, $4.25; sheep, $4.00; cloth, $3.50. 

Life on the Mississippi. — 8vo, 624 pages, and over 300 illustrations. 
Sheep, $4-25; cloth, S3. 50. 

H^t also furnish Mark Twain's earlier mriHiig$t as follows: 

Innocents Abroad; or. The New Pilgrim's Progress. Sheep, $4.00; 

cloih, $3.50. 

Roughing It. — 600 pages; 300 illustrations. Sheep, I4.00; doCh, 

$3. 50. 

^ Sketches, Old and New. — 320 pages; 122 illustrations. Sheep, $3.50; 

cloth, $3.oa 

ikdventureeof Tom 8awyer.~i5o engravings; 375 psges. Sheep, 
I3.S5; cloth, $9.75. 

The QQded Age.— 576 pages; sis illnstratlons. Sheep, $4.00; doth, 

$3.50* 

A Tramp Abroad. Mark Twain in Europe.— A Companion Volume 
to " Innocents Abroad." 631 pages. Sheep, $4.00; doth» 
13.50. 

THE IVAR SERIES. 

The Qenesis of the Civil War. — The Story of Sumter, by Major-Gen- 
eral S. W. Crawford. A. M., M. D.. LL. D. Illustrated with 
steel and wood engravings and fac-similes of celebrated letters. 
8vo. nniform with Gnat's Memoirs. Full morocco, $8wOo; 
half morocco, $5.50; sheep, $4.35; doth. I3.50. 

Pscsooal Memoirs of General Grant. — Illustrations and maps, etc s 
vols; 8vo. Half morocco, per set, f 11.00; sheep, per set, 

$9.00; cloth, per set. $7.00. A few sets in full Turkey morocco 

and tree calf for sale ai special low prices. 

Personal Memoirs of General Sherman. — With appendix by Hon. 
James G. Biainc. illustrated; 2 vols.; 8vo, uniform wiih 
Grant's Memoira. Half morocco, per set, $8.50; sheep, per 
ret, $7.00; cloth, per set, $5.00. 
Cneap edition, in one large volume. Cloth, fis.00i. 
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Personal Memoirs of General Sheridan. — Illustrated with steel por« 
treiu and woodcnts; a6 mapo; a vole; 8to, aniform with 
Giant's Memoirs. Half morocco* per set. tio.00; sheep, per 
sett $8.00; doth, per set, $6.00. A few sets in full Turkey 
morocco and tree calf to be disposed of at very low figures. 
Cheap edition, in one large volume, cloth binding, $2.00. 

lleClellan's Own Story. — With illustrations from sketches drawn on 
the field of battle by A. R. Waud, the Great War Artist. 8vo, 
uniform with Grant's Memoirs. Full morocco, $9.00; half 
morocco, f6.oo; sbeep, I4.7S; doth, $3.75. 

Reminiscences of Winfidd Scott Hancock.— By his wife. Illustrated ; 
steel portraits of General and Mrs. Hancock; 8vo* uniform 
with Grant's Memoirs. Full morocco* $5.00; half morocco, 
$4.00; sheep, $3.50; doth, $3.75. 

Tenting on the Plains.— With the Life of General Custer, by Mrs. 
E. B. Custer. Illustrated; Svo, uniform with Grant's Memoirs. 
Full morocco, $7.00; half morocco, I5.50; sheep. $4.25; cloth, 
t3- 50. 

The Great War Library. — Consisting of the best editions of the fore- 
going seven publications (Grant, Sheridan, Sherman, Hancock, 
McCleUan, Custer, and Crawford). Ten volumes in a box; 
uniform in style and binding. Half morocco, fsaoo; sheep, 
$fOi.oo; doth, $30bOa 

tatssit of Qenetal 8beniiafi.->il aHgnificent line etching on copper; 
size, 19x24 inches; by the celebrated aitist, Charles B. HaU. 
la.00. (Special pricee 00 quantities.) 



OTHER BIOGRAPHICAL tVORKS. 

lifil of Jane Welsh Carlyle.— By Mrs. Alexander Ireland. With por- 
trait and fac-simile letter; 8to, 334 pages. Vellum doUi, gilt 

top, $1.75- 

Life and Letters of Roscoe Conkling. — By Hon. Alfred R. Conkling. 
Ph. B. , LL. D. ; steel portrait and fac-similes of important let- 
ters to Conkling from Grant, Arthur, Garfield, etc.. Svo, over 
700 pages. Half morocco, $5. 50; full seal, $5.00; sheep, t4.oo; 
doth, I3.00. 
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BiogTaphy of Ephialm McDowdl, M. D^Tbe Father of Abdominal 
Surgery, by hit granddanghter, Mrs. Mary Yoong,Rideabaugh« 
also '*Mcl>owcirs Operations of Ovariotomy," by Nathan 
Dozenun, M D.; bouml together in an octavo volume. 55ft 

pages, illustraled. ik>und in half morocco, $5.50. 

Life of Pope Leo XIII.— By Bernard O'Reilly, D. D.. L. D. (Laval.) 
Written with the encouragement and blessing of His Holiness^ 
tlie Pope. 8vo, 635 pages; colored and steel plates, and full* 
page illustrations. Half morocco, I6.00; half Russia, l5.oo» 
cloth, gilt edges, 19.75. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 

A Library of American Literature from the Earliest Settlement to the 
Preseiit Time. — Compiled and edited by Edmund Clarence 
Stedmui and Ellen Maclmy Hntchinson. Fifteen full-page por> 
traits to each volume. 1 1 vols. , 8vo. Extra cloth, plain cloth, 

professional edition, leather, half morocco. This work is really 
the intellectual history of America. A complete library in itself. 

Sold strictly by subscription. 

The Table. — How to Buy Food, How to Cook It, and How to Serve 
It, by A. Filippini, of Dcimonico's; the only cook-book ever 
endcHTsed by Delmonico; contains three menus for eadi day in 
the year, and over 1,500 original redpes, the most of which 
have been guarded as secrets by the cJir/s of Delmonico. Con- 
tains the simplest as well as the most elaborate recipes. Pre- 
senution edition in full seal Russia, ^.50; Kitchen edition in 
oil-cloth, $2.50. 

Yale Leeiuvan on Preaching, and other Writings, by Rev. Nathaniel 
Burton, D. D. ; edited by Richard E. Burton. 8vo, 640 pages* 
Bted portrait. Cloth, $3.75. 

CoociBe Cyclopedia of Religious Knowledge, Biblical, BiographicaU 

Theological, Historical, and Practical; edited by Rev. E. R. 
Sanfnrd, M. A., assisted by ovor thirty of the most eminent 
religious scholars in th^ ountry. i vol., royal Svo, nearly 
XiOOO double-column pages. Half morocco, I6.00; sheep, fs.oe; 
doth, $3.50. 

Legends and Myths of HawaU.»By the late King Kalakana; two 
steel portraits and 25 other Illustrations. Svo, 530 pages, doth» 
$3.oa 
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The Diversions of a Diplomat in Turkey.— By the late Hon. S. S. 

Cox. 8vo, 6S5 pages; profusely illustrated. Half morocco, 

I6.00; sheep. $4- 75; cloth, $3.75. 
Inaide tte Whilt Houm ia War TioM.— By W. O. Stoddard, one of 

Uacola's Private Seeietariet. isno, 944 pages. Cloth, $x.oa 

11nkletop*t CrioM and eighteen other Short Stories, hy George R. 
Sinia. X toL; tsmo, 3x6 pages. Cloth, tx.oo; paper covers, 

50 cents. 

My Life with Stanley's Rear Guard,— By Herbert Ward, one of the 

Captains of Stanley's Rear Guard; includes Mr. Ward's Reply 
to H. M. Stanley. i2mo. Cloth, $1.00; paper covers, 50 cents. 

The Peril of Oliver Sargent. — By Edgar Janes Bliss. i2mo. Cloth, 
tx.oo; paper covers, 50 cents. 

Tho Old Devil, and the Thiea Littla Devils; or, Ivan the Fool, by 
Cosot Leo Tolstoi, truisiated direct from the Russian by Coont 
Norraikow, with illustrations by the celebrated Russian Artist, 

Gribayedo£f. i2mo. Cloth, tl.oo. 

The Happy Isles, and Other Pocms, by S. H. M. Byers. Small xamo. 

Cloth binding, $1.00. 

Physical Beauty: How to Obtain and How to Preserve It, by Annie 
Jenness Miller; including chapters on Hygiene, Foods, Sleep, 
Bodily Expression, the Sldn. the Eyes, the Teeth, the Hair, 
Dress, the Cultivation of Individuality, ete.,etc Ai^ octavo 

volume of 246 pages. Cloth, $2.00. 

The Flowing Bowl. — What anri when to drink, by Wfllfam Schmidt, 
(the only William) containing full instructions how to prepare, 
mix, and serve beverages. Nearly 500 recipes in alL 8vo, 
395 pages, cloth, $3.00. 

BonrOlaaaSerfea.— By DanL B. Lucas and J. Fairfuc McLoughlio. 
It comprises sketches of Hsher Ames, Henry Clay, John Ran- 
dolph, Benjamin Robbins Curtis, Daniel O'Connell, and valu- 
able essays on " Jefferson's First Election," *' How To Get To- 
Washington," " A Historic Landmark," and the " Origin of the 
Star Spangled Banner." lamo, 240 pages. In cloth, fi.co. 

Orders sent direct to us will receive immediate attention. Catalogue 

mailed on application. 
Our office Is conveniently sltmied for people shopping hi New York 
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Tht ** Liirarv of American Literature " is the IVasAit^^on Monument 

tf Awuriean iMUrt, 

CONTBNT8: 

Vol. I. — Early Colonial Literature, 1607-1675. 
Vol. II.— Later Colonial Ut&raturs, 1676-1764. 
VoL III.— Literature of tub Rbvolotion. i 765-1 787. 
Vol. IV. — ^Ltterai URK OP THB Rbpubuc, CofudtttUoiMl Period, 
i78&>i8ao. 

Vol. v.— LrrwATOWt or the Rbtoiiuc. i8ai-i834. 

Vols. VI., VII., VIII. — Literature of the Republic, 1835-1860. 

Vols. IX., X.. XI. — Literature of the Republic, 1861-1890. 
FttlW representing writers tliftt have arisen since the beginning of the 
Civil War. Vol. XI. contains BIOGRAPHICAL notices of all authors 

3 acted, selections from recent literary productions, and an exhaus- 
ve topkal lodes of the entire work. 
The Library of American Literature. Compiled and Edited by 
Edmund Clarence Stedman and Ellen Mackay Hutchinson. 
In Eleven Octavo Volumes of over 500 PSages each. Flfteeo 
Full- Page Portraits in each Volame, many of which are Rare and 
Valuable. 

A nation lives in Its literature, which, unless it be imitative, re- 
flects the character of thought of every period through which the na- 
tion passes. Here is the record of patriotism, of'lhc struggles for re- 
ligious and political liberty, and here also we find depicted the daily 
life of the people, and the maooer in wliich they were edncaied, cnK 

tivated, and amused. 

The last century, which has seen a few isolated colonies, exhausted 
by eight years' revolution, develop into a mighty nation, has also 
witnessed the growth of a national literature, a literature keeping 
pace with our wonderful material prosperity, and equally a matter of 
national pride and national importance. The truth of this assertion 
is made evident by the numerous and increasing demands for a work 
embodying in a reasonable compass all that was best and most char- 
acteristic in the writings of our authors, a work chronologically ar« 
ranged, so that each period of our growth might be reflected in the 
writings of its great authors, 

The work is as broad as our continent, and the selections as diver- 
sified as our national life. It is strictly a work for the whole people, 
not for ft class, «ad is arranged to meet the reqtilremeats of all. 

PRESS COMMENTS. 

Thae vatauM are a tubctandal •dtUdon to popular literature, and make 
Ml dOb aBsaiy of our ben American readbf for the people at laigo«— 
jifMi#Jl^, BoMda, 

It not ony ankci die reader well aratiatnted with the proereaa of AaM 
batthowiUmtardatkmstothclifiiortho paopUwidi a nvidaMsaad 
aeUaoriaa baa yecancnpced.— Airw Y«rk iVAmm* 
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LIBRARY OF AMERICAN LITERATURE,— GnUiftti^ J. 

Earnest gratitude is iluc to thepoet-criiic nmJ the charming lyiitt ^ 
have produced to valuable a work. — Tkf Critic, New York. 

No popular review, on anything like an appropriate scale, h.-f^ before been madn of our 
national literature; for, thouch in iu bcgiootng it was itudiouiJy modeled on the (ivcot 
•ourcc, it has grown to be as distinctly nalioMlMnyodw 
nent. — Six Frameitco Argonaut. 

It is both a pleasure and a privilege to taste ef this literary feast, a mc 
leled io ia completeness and excellence— iVWA Amtrican Revitw- 

COMMENTS OF EMINENT LITERARY MEN, 
Fkvai Jom GauNUiAr WMrmKit. 

Uak Knou. Damvbrs. Mass, Sept. 14. 1888. 
The plan and cxrctition Mem tO ow dcMTrtag of oiqialiied praise. A breath of the 
New World blows through it. John G. WHimsa. 

WlLUAM Dbak UownXS !n the '• Editor's Study ' o{ Ha^tr'a MuMfy 
At*fasJtu,..\M%\xiX. 18R8. 
(Sec the entire article for an admirable digest of the work.) 
In their brief intruduction they give u« at once the right point of view, and then they 
make h:iste v i siand out of the way ant^ let us vi^/eif a prospect AmeriCW UUMan 
which could hardly have been more complete. 

FfOai JOMM BlOBUnr* Ex-Unttod States Minister to France. 

21 Gkamercv Park, Nov. aa. 1889. 
This library is niic thing at least we may exhibit at the Great Fair of 189a, without the 
dightcst apprehension of any competition from abroad. 1 do not know of any greater 
wByw tbx lw»«wr b— pii hy toe iixiaa to C a hm i b uii ar hJas d can be. 

John B1GHI.0W. 

From Mark Twain. 

If Me would think or laugh or cry, or feed his pity or love or chant v, or lash himself 
loloaAiry.heaqf cbooMMcoNOco and turn 10 dMtUiifi that will wkw fa oanqr 



vntj time. 

\\'ith it nn the $hel( (MM Bay HtJT tO aD|lM)dy-^amc your mood, and I will satisfy its 
appetite for you. S L Clembms (Mark Twam). 

COMMENTS OF PROMINENT ED UCA TOXS. 
From Profemor John Fiskb. of Harvard Univetiity 

Cambridcb. Jan. *5, 1889. 



Tlw book will be of^reat service to the student of American hbtory and AaMRicui lk> 



ery sincerely yours. JotW AMOb 

Dr. W. T. ILuuta* Uatod States Omunkiiatm of Bducatioa. 

Dtrantmrr or -rm InntaioH,! 

BVMAV or EHUCATION. f 

Washimoto'x. Dec. so. ti89. 
IdOBOtwehewaoyidioolfa Aaieika can spare this work from ia reference I9mry 
r tMchm and pupils. 

* aa taia that overy private bdlvkliial win poidum It fBrhb own Ubianjf he Im lo 
itoffiwaliaMhbparchaMofotherliteratafe. VeryreipectMlir* W.T.HAMtt. 
Ffoot PirofMHr Mooft CofTTVts*, 

CoaxBtx UKivBestTV. May si, 1888. 
■ed by the tact and felidty of the diolc 



traiUhlly lay that I am ancb fmprMifi by the tact and felidty of the dioka 
■abemiadeef dMM vedBensofourliMmora. Faathiully yours. 

Mom Corr TAfidS. 
Wmm HuuM Omutt,LL.Dm Manager Bmcan of EducMioa, Boatoo. 

BoaroN, March to^ tlgob 
TlMeiMtewofthbgieettwjtharetobeo u a gi e Mil etadupoadwir jw^^^ 
cnl pubBc UjpoB thegood Bituiae of having aooeM to so vahtsUa a yroduc iiuB. 

HiiiAii Okott. 

Extra cloth, with ink and gold hack and side flatftp, per vol., Sj.oo 
Plain cloth, gilt top, uncut edges, professional edition^ per vol, , j.oo 
Leather, iihrary styUt nwrbUd edges, per vd,, ... ^00 
Half Turkey morocco, marbled ed^^es , per rv-/. , - ^.00 
Half Turkey morocco, gilt top and back, cloth sides, and broad 

margins, per vol., -«---.- ^.00 
The price is only $3.00 per volume, in the best .American cloth 
binding, and we will deliver a complete set at your house, express 
charges prepaid, on receipt ctf $3.00, and let yon pay the renMunder 
al tlM rale of onljr $3.00 per oumUi, aggrqpating only ten cents a day. 
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THE COST OF OVERDUE NOTIFICATION 
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